
CONSIDERATIONS 


O N 

INDIA AFFAIRS. 


Price TWELVE SHILLINGS in Boards. 



errata 

p A G E I2f Line 38, /ir mpirtul r/arf unputuJ P*ge ao, L 0, yjr andnt, r iflaenW 
Ibid L 37,/*r fponttaeonfl?, r fpoataneoufljr Page 25, L ab //r Suiubdir, r Sn- 
bxhdir Page 29, 1 aa, y#r IUah*h 4 d r^IUahabid Pare 28, Lit, riotc,“/#r,ln» r nu 
P<ge5r»i 9, Guezrdt, r Guzerat. P*«56, I 3, ^ furled, r funuihed Ibid 
1 30, It the beglmung, aaVof Page roa;! a9,*/ar cTOfijiemcnt,''r confioement. Page 
111, laftllnc, note, /arawnter, r a wnccf Page 129, L ia,/(r after, r after Page 131, 

1 4,/ir volautaij, r voltmtarf P*^t37* 1 12, /ar forta, r fom Page 163, 1 7t/*r 
fr^umtlj, r fr^uentlf Ibid, laftlme, note, ^ lahabitnts, r inhabitanta. Page 178, 
1 12, /ar therefore, r therefore. Page 1 repetjona, r repetibonf Page 194, 

1 I7,yarnatufea, r natore Page ao2, L 5, notCj^ar wner, r w r it er Ibid Lii, tbld 
/ir thc^ K, thef Pagejog^ibid ^ar Individula, r indmduala Pageaof, lfDe4,/arafl 
fpices Lord Clive, r aufficci ofLord Qlre,— — A fp£Kdjx Page 4^1 I9,yarprivl]cgea, 
r ^vil^ei Page 5 , 1 i,yar Cotnpann/a, r Compan/a Page 6, 1 i9K/ar Caclutta, 
r Calcutta, Page 15, line Uft bat one, /ar leivtd, r levied Page^M 1 5, fkr Gremor, 
r Governor Page 23, I 10, /ar-extraordinaiTi r cxtraordlnarT- pM:c4f, Hoe the third 
/rom bottom, yar boen, r been Page 48, J 5,/ar bunble, r bambfe. Page 56 , 1 15, 
^ar aply, r apply Pape 58, 1 5, /ar boumfi, r bonda Page 104, 1 i,/arpom, r 
point. Page 107 , 1 tentn from bottom, /ar him r bim. Page 121, L dcvtnth from ditto, 
foreogiog r foregoing Page 125 I fixteenth from ditto, /ar Win, r bIm Page 126, 

J fifth from ditto, /ar uuco, r unto Page 131, 1 4, /ar hlmluf, r himfclf Ibid 1 29, 
Jir fain, r faid Page 134,! 13, /ar cf, not Page 141, I 30, /ar appean, r appear 
Page 144,1 j6,/arfcme, r feme P*ge i45, I l,'^reveuue», r reiTnuef P.»gei4q, 

1 34, /ar Vafinttirt, r VanCttirt Page 152, I 18, /ar Afbpmer, r Alhbumcr Ibid 
1 34 /arflu*l, r £W 1 Pago 153, 1 15 /ar rnakiig, r making Pa« 154, I li,/ar 
lawful, r lawful Page 157 1 21, /ar abltraton, r arbltratora.— -P reface Page 
9» ^ *3»/^ 0^ ^ ^ 3i /ar mufortuno, r robfortnnea. 



(considerations 

\ 


INDIA 


O N 

A F F A I 



PARTICULARLY RESPECTING THE 

PRESENT STA’TE 

O F 

B E N G A L 

AND ITS 

DEPENDENCIES. 

TO WHICH IS PREFIXED, 

A MAP OF THOSE COUNTRIES, 

CHIEFLY FROM ACTUAL SURVEYS. 



BY WILLIAM BOLTS, MERCHANT, 

AND ALDERMAN, OR JUDGE OF THE HON. THE MAYOR’S COURT OF CALCUTTA. 

r-B-r«r“TT T~~— — 


LONDON: 

< 

PRINTED FOR J. ALMON IN PICCADILLY,^; P. ELMSLY IN THE STRAND, 

AND 

BROTHERTON AND SEWELL IN CORNHILL. 

MDCCLXXII. 


/ 



PREFACE. 


I T is time the attention of the Legiflature of this kingdom 
fhould be awakened to the concerns of Britifh fubjeds in 
the Eaft Indies, which, notwithftanding all that has been 
faid or written concerning India affairs,- feem to have lain 
negleded, as if thofe diftant individuals were not members of 
the fame body-politic, or did not deferve the' care of the mo- 
ther-countiy, while this government as yet receives every ad- 
vantage it choofes from them as fubjeds. 

All the inquiries which have hitherto been made, either by 
Government or the Eaft India Proprietors, have ftopped fliort 
at fome temporary expedient. No permanent fyftem has been 
yet- adopted for the fecurity of thofe dominions ; and the 
knowledge which the members of the Legiflature have had the 
opportunities of obtaining, upon thofe inquiries, has beemin 
general very infufficient for forming a right judgment of the 
internal danger to which thofe pofleflions are expofed, or of 
the remedies neceflary for removing the evils felt, or to pre- 
vent fuch as may be dreaded , but if due care be not fpeedily 
taken, the nation will not only be foon deprived of the re- 
fources at prefent furnilhed, but the poffeflion of the very 
Aftatic territories themfelves muft be endangered. 

Unequal as the Writer deems himfelf to this talk in other 
refpeds, yet as far as his own local experience could furnifli 
fads, or his induftry materials which might contribute to- 
wards a right knowlege, he has been induced to undertake 
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tks inadequate performance, which he now lays -ri^ith all defe- 
rence and humihtjr before the refpectable tribunal of the Pub- 
lic The importance of the objects will plead his excufe for 
the attempt , and if the facts herein related with all die fim- 
phat/ of truth Ihould, before it be too late, awaken the at- 
tenUon of Gbvernment to thofe ^eighty concerns, or be happy 
inftruments for relieving at prefent, or protcctmg in future 
one Bntifh fubject in thofe diftant dommions from mifery and 
qppteffion, ^e Writer will t^pnk hpnfelf qmply rcryarded fop 
his trouble 

In fpeaking of BntiQi fubjects, we would be underftood to 
mean his lyf^jefty's newly-acquired Afratic fubjects, as well as 
the JBritifh emigrants ' relidmg and eftabbihed m India, 
Whatever pdium fome among the latter qiay have incurred, 
they are not ^1 Ndbob-makers , they are not all revolntscmtjls 
And notwithftanding the prevailing notions of the eafe with 
which itnrnenfe fortunes are acquired in thofe parts, from the 
examples that have been lately exhibited, there are at this 
time lu Ben_gal many poor and mduftnous Batons deprived 
even of the means of getting an honeft hVelihood by their belt 
endeavours, ■^hp are defervmg of a more maternal care from 
their native country 

Let not hiS Majefty’s fubject? m Alia fay they have been 
fold to' the leaders and chiefs ofun mcorporated trading body 
of their own fellow-fqbjects, for the lum of four hundred 
thbjifand pounds fterhng per nnnutn / Much more valuable 
and permanent advantages may be derived from thence with 
equity and cale, as well as with digmty to Gov cmmcnt , 
whde the prolpenty of thofe Afiadc dommions might be fe- 
cured in the happmefs of the mhabitants^ and the commer- 
cial, and therefore only true mterefts of the mdinformed pro- 
pnetors of Eaft India frock be rendered profperous and fecurc, 

, From a foaety of meye traders, confined by charter to the 
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employment of fix fliips and fix pinnaces yeaily, the Company 
are become fovereigns of extenfive, rich and populous king- 
doms, with a {landing army of above fixty thoufand men at 
their command. In this new fituation of the fociety, fo widely 
different from its original iiiftitution, their ti'ue commercial in- 
terefts appear almoft entirely mifunderilood or negledled j and 
it may be fafely faid, there is fcarcely any public fpirit appa-- 
rent among their leaders, either in England or India. The 
loaves and fiflies are the grand, almoft the folc obje6l. The 
queftions, How many lacks fliall I put in my pocket ? or, How 
many fons, nephews, or dependents fliall I provide for, at the 
expence of the miferable inhabitants of the fubjefted domini- 
ons ? are thofe which of late have been die foremoft to be pro- 
pounded by the Chiefs oft the Company bn both fides the 
ocean. Hence the dominions in Afia, like the diftant Roman 
provinces during the decline of that empire, have been aban- 
doned, as lawful prey, to every fpecies of peculators ; info- 
much that many of the fervants of the Company, after exhibit- 
ing fuch feenes of barbarity as can fcarcely be paralleled in the 
hiftory of any country, have returned to England loaded with 
wealth ; where, intrenching themfelves in borough orEaft-In- 
dia-ftock influence, they have fet juftice at defiance, either in 
the caufe of their country or of oppreffed innocence. 

The affairs of the Eaft India Company are jb^refore now 
become an objeft of the utmoft importance/^ f^Jiis nation, 
•which it is to be feared may be involved in great difficulties 
whenever the Indian dominions are loft , or, what is the fame 
thing, whenever they are'fo impoverifhed and ruined as to ren- 
sder the pofTeilion of them unprofitable. Bengal and the do- 
minions dependent , thereon are entirely cpmmerci'al eou'ntries, 
which can only,flpuriQi while trade Js profperous, the princi- 
ples of wliich areffn variably the fame in all climates. But 
when the affairs of Bengal and. ,its dependencies get , into a 
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ruinous courfe, the affairs of the Company, which fo greatly 
depend on tliofe provinces, muff: of neceflity do the lame And 
nothing can be more certain than that thofe countries will not^ 
profper while the Company contmue there the Merchant- 
fovereign and the Soveragn-mcrchant, even were it poffible, 
Vvithout altermg their prefent conftitution, to their affairs 
from the numberlefs mconvemencies anfing from the diflance 
between the feat of government and the fubjCfted provinces , 
the miffnformation or ignorance among Proprietors and Di- 
redlors, the conflantly fluihiatmg ftate of parties, the confe- 
quent abfurd and contradicftory orders which are contmually 
fent out to India, and hkewife from the want of due power m 
the Company for controlhng thCir fervants abroad which, 
power It is conceived can never be given to them, becaufe it 
would be ere<9ing tm^enum m impeno 

Monopolies of all Imds are m their natures unavoidablyper- 
maous, but an abfolute government of monopoliffs, fuchas'at' 
prefent that of Bengalm fad is,muft of all be the moft dreadful 
The foil, revenues, juftice and mterior government of tl t 
countnes are entuely m the hands of the Enghfh Eaft India 
Company ,’ the prmce, whom they call the Grand Mogul, 
bemg the mere inftrument of their power, fet up by them, and 
fupported by a penfion for the ferving of their own pm ate 
purpofes , the pittcnded Nab6bs of Bengal and Bahar being^ 
the aSual ifb^diary fervants of the faid Company, ahd tlic' 
Dewannee, under which title theV pretend to hold tliofe ter- 
ntonal poflefllons, being a mere fidion, invented for the pri- 
vate purpofes of the Company and their fervants , and ’'arti- 
cularly intended, if poffible, to fcrcen their feizing on the lovc- 
reionty of the country, by impoling on the Bnuffi nation , 
though the difguife was too flunfey to deceive other the in- 
habitants of Hindoftin or other European nations who have 
Icttlcments m thofe countnes 

There 
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degeneracy or effeminacy of the nativ^ recalled, that they arc 
thofe very natives who fight our Indian battles , which <they 
have fometimes done without a fingle^ mu/ket being fired hy^ 
ounEutopean 'troops; to whom they have, On many occafions, 
fhewn themfelves no way mfenor’ui perfonal courage Per- 
haps It may appear to a confiderate man, upon'^refleSion, that' 
It IS only I the eitaggerated famdof what has pall which pre-’ 
ferves the poflelllon of thifigs dtprefent; atld'that'the power off 
the Englilh in India' may cCafe’tc) be formidable as foon as that 
power becomes- Wed underllcxid’ - The famS caufes will ever 
produce like eficcis m all countries , the many milll m time get 
the better of- the few, b^ the fame meant whereby the few got 
the better df the many Let thole who d^pife the Afiatics far-i 
ther refle< 9 :, that the moll defpicable reptdes wdl turn when ^ 
trod upon , and that hiftory abounds ‘With inftances of nations' 
driven into madnels by the cruelty of cmprefiloh It muft- cer- 
tainly be hell to avoid giving oCcallon<^foffuGh'ejJtrerii«ies< IBcJ- 
It then the more laudable objedl; as moll -worthy of this na- 
tion, to fecure'thfe hearts of the natives by eflabliilong a due 
admmiftration of jiillicc, and by encouraging manufadto'nes 
and a free’trad&m the inland jlarts of the lubjecacd provinces,! 
without which they can never ptofper 'Ilappily for-thc Eu- 
ropean mvaders of India, there is fuch ari equipoife between 
Mahomedans and-'Hmdoos, as' makes the government of the 
whole, by a few foreigners, more pradbchblc in'Bengal than 
It would bean any other part of the world , fo that if Juftice 
did but hold the fcalc, that filpenorlty might perhaps be for 
ages maintained ’ ' 

I" The revenues of the provincts of Bengal!, Balw,'^ nnd part 
of OtilTa, which the Company collcdf, wtrc in the year 1765 
clbmatcd to amount to upwards of three millicSns'fix hundred 
thoufand pounds llcrhng per annum, and by proper manage- 
ment they might with calc have been improved by tins time 
to liL millions Befides, tlierc arc immcnfc commercial ad- 
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vantages wliicli might be made of thofe territories by this 
kingdom ; but at prefeiit, under the ridiculous plan of a 
double government, they are every way exhaufted by plun- 
der and oppreffionj and while this nation is gazing after the 
fruit, the Company and their fubftitutes arC fhff^red ^9 be 
rooting up the tree. 

The different interefts of die Company, as fovereio-ns of 
Bengal and at the feme time as nxpnopolizers of all die trade 
and commerce ol tiiofc countries, operate in direft. oppofiti- 
on, and are mutually deftrudlive of each other ; fo that 
without a new f}'fl;cm, die progrefe muff be from bad to 
worfe. The Company, if left of purfue its prefent fyftem,^ 
will foon ruin itfelf ; the poffeflions in Bengal will be beg- 
gared, and this kingdom deprived of the advantages of thofe 
poffeflions which might be die means of greatly relieving 
the circumftances of the nation, and of raiflhg it to a ftate 
of profperity and power’ almoft beyond example. 

An unlimited powe'r can fcarce 'exifl: without oppreflioii ; 
and governments, when at a great diftance from the con- 
trolling power, are naturally fubjedt to a corrupt adminiftra-. 
tion of Juftice ; where the oppreffions of .the governed vnll 
in general be - ever found ^ proportionate to the degree of 
power poffefled by the Governors. Such ~ is the natuie of 
human frailty : and none have ever exhibited greater proofs 
of this frailty than fome of our European Bafhaws in India, 
i'he meafures neceflary to be ' taken for the. prevention of 
fuch evils, and for eflablifhing the permanent profperity of. 
the fubjedted provinces, can -never be’ expedled from the 
Company ; and particularly while it continues with a. con- 
fliitudopL fo defedtive, and fo inadequate to'^the prefent alter- 
ed ftate of its affairs. ' , > - — ^ . 

It= is the wifdom, and power of the Xegiilatiire alone that 
can prevent die total impoverifhment br lofs of the -Bengal 
provinces, either of which misfortunes triiight nowi prove fatal 
in its confeque'nces to this kingdom. * This can only be’ effedled 
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by laws for fecunftg 'the inlpartial adfainillratloa of julbcc 
throughout thofe domimons , for preventing the commillion 
of thofe oppreffions and irregularities which have of late years 
prevailed, to the<lifgrace of a Bntifh government , formorfc 
ealily and dfeftuallyjpunifhin^ m India the authors of fuch 
enormities when conunitted, and for improving apd render- 
ing pemianept ^ofe refources yvhich the nation has a right to 
expedt fro^j the conqnered copntries Such laws would equally 
tend^o promote the laudable and delirable obicdl of jeeammc 
and leciinng an mterel| in the pfapt? fubjedted natives^, 

who wifh only to receiyp the^r prptedhon and happmcJfs froin 
a Bntifh Sovereign ^ in which flqte' of things thn nation might 
long po(rf^s the Be^a provinces, eyeq ag^'flf'e cpmbipeci 
efforts of Inian enenjfes ^d European riyaJs 
' T[f objeds hke thefe mould not be ^ppght unwprthy of the 
fenous attention of the ;|riQfh Gpvempien^ fhep lyill the fol- 
lowing fhecis,"'for theinfonng fhey 'cOTteim' however un- 
defemng m othw refp^ f 
of the legillatuie And it Ihpulq bp hppedj, tpi^p ^1 pltps ' 
grounded oh fuch charters as swe ’ not yylipilly opnlUfutiopai, 
wdl be treated with ^e contempt t|^cy d^pferve, Tvlffn let up 
as a defence for obftru^bng fhe inquinp, pr m^ventog the 
moft effedlual mten'ention of p^liameht, fpr Iccunng thofe 
grand objedls of true national policy, which by fuphi’ipcans 
dan only be fccurcd And it ought equally tp be hpped, tliat 
the’ wifdom of parliarhent will eftahlifh dup fccunty agamft 
any unconflitutiohal influence of military power , bccau(c it 
would, in Its efledfS, prove equally rumous to thofp poul- 
tries, the Company and this kmgdom, in the prefent fitu- 
ation of Bntifh alfeirs 

The Writer of thefe fhccts,who was many years in the fer- 
\ ICC of the Company ip Bengal, and is an Alderman or Judge 
of the Mayor s Court of Calcutta^ agreeably to thp charter, 
ivntcs not w ith any view of advantage to himfelf He has felt 
the iron rod of opprcfllon from the Copipany and t^icir fer- 
V ants, m many mllanccs'' equally cnevoUs with any that arc 
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herein laid bcfoie the public ; but having appealed for juftiee 
to the laws of tliis country, (though it muft be fome year^ 
before he can obtain it) he forbears at prefent to fay more of 
himfelf or his caufe than, that he was marked put for venge- 
ance in Bengal, for his profeflional abilities, even fmall as 
they tv ere, and his fuccefs in fuch mercantile undertakings as 
ratlier entitled him to the blcffings of the natives and the ap- 
probation of tliis country, as they were ufefully obkrudlive 
to mifehievous monopolills, and of fervice to the Company, 
though offcnfive to their principal fervants. During the 
whole period of his fervitude, he never had violated a law of 
tliis kingdom, or been guilty of any bad pradtice ; but had 
always been faithful and zealous in the fervice of the Compa- 
ny, whofe Diredtots Ke defies to lay before their conftituents 
fo much as a fingle charge that can vindicate their proceed- 
ings againft him, or any accufation, grounded on truth or 
‘ reafon, to convidl him of a breach of duty m any moral ca- 
pacity or connedtion, or thf|.t will ftand the teft of candid 
icrutiny by any onp man of real honour apd underftanding. 
Neverthelefs, by the opprelfions under which, fingle and 
unfupported, he has patiently fulfered, he has actually loj^ 
fixty out of ninet}^ thoufand pounds fterling of a fortune ac- 
quired by many years indujjry in lawful and laudable com- 
merce. 

Thus much the Writer has prefumed he was in juftiee au- 
thorized to fay of himfelf, in order to obviate calumny, 
which is often added to perfecution, , for the fake of juftify- 
ing it'. He is fenfible that' this, publication wilf even endan- 
ger hia getting pofteffiom of a great part of the remainder of - 
his fcattered fortune : neverthelefs, moderate and contented 
with what will remain to him., let what may be the confe- 
quence, hp has at- this crjticaL jundture, preferred to. every' 
temporizing view., the difcharge;_of his confcience, from.a, 
real and fincere regard to the welfare and rights of mankind 
in general, .and to the interefts, of this- kingdom in particular; 
for tho’ he has not the honour of being a”natural-born fub- 
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3 e£): of Great Bfitam, yet being from bis infancy bred in it, 
and having always hved am6pg the natives of this happy 
country, 'he is'in 'heart an Enghfhman, and'wifhes to be no 
other, fo loOg as the oppreffed can Obtaih, from Enghfh laws, 
juftice adequate to their injuries 

Many gentlemen of the profcffion oi^Nabob-mahng, per- 
haps'hota'few who have in view’the entering upon that prci- 
feflion, and Cveti fome Diredtbrs, who maybe filled the makers 
of NabSb-malers, who together may poffefs a powerful mafs 
of wealth, will naturally be the underhand arraigners or oppo-' 
fers of what IS advanced of recommended m the ’feveral 'parts 
of this ivork but as fads are obfhhat.e thm^,' the Writer does 
not much apprehend they will venture openly to difpute the 
truth of fuch as he now'offers to the confideration of the pub- 
lic 'He has confined himfelf as much as pollible to fuch pub- 
lic ads of Indian government as were ncceflary to be exhibited 
in proof of what he has m many'places aifcrted, wherem it is 
not men but meafures, when bad, that he wilhes to expofe, in 
order only for reformation ,1 efteeming it'his undoubted nght, 
in common with all others, to fcrutinize into the public tranf- 
afbons of all men m public ftations, but particularly as they 
may appear calculated for the good or hurt of the focicty of 
which he is a member The India Diredors will fcarcc tax’ 
the Writer with mgratitude, after havmg treated hmi ivith tile 
niofl extreme cruelty, or blame him for expofing their fecrcts, 
when national benefit is the objed m view , but if they fhould 
deem him adverfe to the Company’s mtereft, which he really 
IS not, as tile prefs is the fureft; tell of truth, it mull be allow ed, 
that he who refers the ments of his arguments and fads to that 
fevcrelt of trials, docs not ad like an ungenerous adverfary 
After perufing the many extraordinary accounts contained 
m thefc fiiects, the impartial reader will naturally wonder, 
how fuch tlungs could fo long be concealed from the public 
The rcafon of which however has'bccn, that the perfons ca- 
pable of informing them have been intercftcd m with-hold 
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iiig fuch information. Even the friends in England of in- 
jured men abroad will not often Venture to make their letters 
public^ for fear of heaping heavier misfortunes on the op- 
prefledj or thofe conneded with them, who are in the pow- 
er of the Company, or their fubftitutes in India; as the 
Court of Diredors have always ftridly prohibited f , to their 
dependents, the communication of any accounts of their 
affairs in India to private perfons in England. Sometimes 
the injured who come home for redrefs, hold tlieir tongues' 
in order to make their terms with the Company, and go out 
again to India in advantageous ftations : and, in fliort, among 
almofb all the gentlemen who have once been in thofe coun- 
tries there is fuch a powerful firing of cpnnedlions, and 
fuch hopes. or fiich fears prevail, either for themfelves or 
their friends, as make the obtaining of authentic 'vouchers 
very difficult. If this had not been the cafe, we fhould 
have had it in our power to have laid before the public ma- 
documents of a more curious and interefting nature than 
even thofe we have produced, and which muft now remain 
concealed, till time, the difcoverer of all truth, gives us an 
opportunity for exhibiting them in another volume. 

' * A narrative of the murder of an Englifli gentleman, by the fervants of a 
Zemindk in the diftndls of Sutalury, eaftward of Calcutta, which happened in 
December 1766, was-with-held from the writer upon this very principle. 

. ^ In the 96th and 97th paragraphs of a letter from the Honourable Court of 
Eaft India Direftors to the Prcfident and Council at Bengal, dated the 19th Fe-, 
bruary 1766, aie'the following words-. 

“ We have frequently feprefented the bad tendency of fending to' private per- 
*' fons accounts of our affairs in India, and forbade fuch pradtices, particularly 
iri our letters to you under date of the ift April 1 760, par 116, the ipth Feb. 
1762, par. 57 j and the ift June 1764, par 48. And as the like notices 
were communicated to our other Prefidences, no perfon can with propriety 
plead Ignorance of them. In order intirely to put a ftop to thefe prejudicial 
,pra 61 :ices, we now confirm, in the ftrongefl: manner, the dire( 5 tions we have 
given in our before-mentioned letters-, and we enjoin yoii, our Prefident and 
' Council, to take care that they are ftridtly carried into execution for the future, 

** and you are to, make thefe our orders as publickly known as poffible, that no 
“ perfon, m whatever Ifation he may be, can have it in his pow-er to plead igno- 
“ rance.’^^ — And the general inftrudtion'S of the Directors to- their faid Prefident 
and Council have of late years always been, that if any perfon or perfons iliould 
be guilty of the fmalleft contravention of thejr orders, they were to have the 
Company s proteSlian withdraivn from thmi and he [ent prifoners to England, 
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*t H E papers ctmtamcd tn tbe Appendix arc many of tbeni copies 
of very tmperfeB tranjlatwns of treaties, fuel as are tn tbe poJfeJJUH of 
tbe Eajl India Com^an^, and bang all tbi -work cf etbers, ice are not 
anfverabJe for tbeir mcorreSlnefs We have taken tbe liberty of al- 
tering tbe titles of fame of iboje papers, and fometmes of correSltng fbe 
fuelling of proper names and other untranjlated eljiatic voords, for tbe oqrit- 
nig Off wbicb tn European ebaraSers there has been no fettled mode of fpel- 
Itng, ever^ one having vortuen fucb -words as they Jlnick bu tewn ear, or ac- 
tor dmg to bis aeon peculiar way of Jpelhng , though tt mufi be confeffed tbe 
Jounds of fame Afiatic letters cannot be expreffed by European ebacaSers 
Tbe want however of a competent knowledge in reading and writing tbe 
Indian languages has been the principal caufe of this variety of Jpelhng, and 
has often oicajuned the ufmg of wrong words fucb as SAmIi, wbi^, al- 
though tt means the dtJlrtSl under a Subahdiir, u not unfrequently, though 
erroneoajly ufed for tbe latter word, even by Eaji India DtreSors In 
quoting authentic papers, or tbe writings of others, we have frequently been 
nectjptated to retain tbe jijiattc words , and tn writing them, tn tbe body of 
this work, we have endeavoured to adhere to tbe orthography of tbe jiatives 
where tt could, be praHtfed excepting tn words now commonly knov. it among 
ns, which would jhereby be fo difguifed as to become unknown For example, 
though we have thought ptoper to write Jagueer [apenJtOn) tnfead of ]ag- 
liire, Dehly {the capital of Hmdofdn) tnjlead a/'Ddly, we have not ven- 
tured to wnte Ahijicdabid for Amadapat, tbe capital of Guoserdt, or 
Sipahy tnjlead o/'Seapoy or Sepoy, tbe words by which tbe Black Istjantry 
are now untverfalh known Another reafon bus alfo obliged us to retain 
fever al of the Afatic words, as uf id by others There are mam names, 
particularly of tbe ojices of government, which cannot be tranjlated into 
Enghjh without much circumlocution To fubfitiite that Engtjh word 
which appeared nearejl to tbe Afiattc, would be conveyiug to tbe mwd of tbe 
reader a very inadequate idea of the objeB Such words, tier fore, as 
occur tn tbe text unexplained, tbe reader will be pleafed to fek tn tbe fol- 
lowing Glojfary, wherein we have given fucb explanations, according to 
tbe Bengal ufage, as have been adopted by others, together wttbfome that 
vre new j end we have ofo accented tbe words, to direS tbe pronunciation 
Notwitbpanding tbe utmojl attention of the J! riler tn Jupenntending 
the prefs, many errors have crept tn, whtcb be has not had tn bis power to 
correS Some are taken notice of tn tbe fubjomed Err at A j and fucb 
others, not noticed, as will appear evidently to be errors of tbe Frejs, he 
ronjl leave to tbe correlhon of tbe indulgent rettd.r, to wboje cat dor be 
aljo fubmits tbe many errors m compoftton which may occur to him tbe ob- 
yiBs of tbe IFriter bavmg been only to convey to tie reader a knowledge of 
fads tu plain Engltjb, as a merchant, tn tbe bejl manner the little Ictfure 
be IS majlcr of would enable him 
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The fixteenth part of a Rup^g. 

Junitgn. An officer employed by the government to infpciSl: the ftate of the revehues of 
anydiftniEl , a fupervifor. Alfo fometimes an arbitrator, or umpire, 
j^unnl. 1 An officer inferior to, or under the Jumcen, employed on the fame bufinefs of the 
Jwiuldar. j revenues. •• 

Aurung. A manufaflnring town, or village 


Banyan. See chapter IX. page S 3 . 

Bdtta. The extraordinary allowance paid the militaryjwhen on field-duty. Alfo the agio*, 
allowance^ or rate of exchange between rupees- of different Ipecies. 

Bazdt A market place. — A daily market. 

Beetle-Uaf. The aromatic leaf of a Ihrub growing like a vine, which is always chewed, to- 
gether with the nut called beetle-nut. It is called Raan by the natives, 

Beije^nut. ^ A nut produced by a very tall, 'flender, and upright tree- which, with other in- 
gredients, IS conftantly chewed by all ranks of people, from the king to the beggar; 
infopiuch that It is efteemed a ncceffary of life. It is called* by the natives. 

Begum. A princefs. Any great man’s wife. Some have erroneoully tranflated it, queen ; 
whCiTcas tfie king’s lady is called Maleckph. 

Bcrcunddx. A foot-foldier, armed with a matchlock. 

Buckjhy. Pay-maft^r of thetropps. Alfo pay-mafter, m general, for all difbprfemehts- bfi 
government. 

Budfenee A foot-foldier, armed with fword and target, ora fpear ; generally employed. a&, 
a guard in condudling treafure or goods. 

Bunder. A fea-port — ^AlfcTometimes ufed for a cufiom-houfe.. 

Buxbunder. The office of cuftoms at Hoogly., 

Calldry Properly Khallary . — A falt-work commonly called falt-pans, 

Canongo. The officer appointed by the fovereign as regifter of a province. 

Chokey A watch-houfe —Alfo a place appointed for the receipt of cuftoms, or duties. 

Chokidar. A watchman. — Alfo the officer of a ^ ,■> 

Chout. A fourth part. ' tommonly ufed for t^e tribute of the fourth part of the, revenues, 
whicli the Marahtahs claim from many governments' in. India. Alfo,. the duty col-- 
lefted upon judicial decifions m the Cutcherry-courts of Hindoftan. 

Choutarry. A Bengal corruption of Chout. 

Chbuodry, A chief of land-holders, or farniers. Phoperly he is above the ZemtTjdQC in rank 
but according to prefent ufage m Bengal, he is deemed the next in xankjLQtdxeieminddr. 

Chowdratvy. Properly Chowdrdyei. The jurifdi£lion,of a Cbowdry. 

Chubddr. A ftaff-bearer. A neceffary attendant in. the tram of a great man* who proclaims, 
the approach of vifitors, &c. He generally carries a large filverilaff of. about five feet 
long m his hands and among the Nabobs.he prPclairns their praifes aloud as he runs 
before their palanqueens, 

Chucklah. An affemblage of the fmaller divafions of a province* generally the jbfifdldlioiliof at 
Fowzdar. 

Ghwmvu Lime made of {hells or ftones. Such- as thc'jiatives.eat with their beetle, is made_- 
of the former 

^ A porter,, or labourer of any. kindk ' 

Giivry, 
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Ctzcry A fmall flieJl, which pallei for mooCT, of which, from 4000 to 4800, go to a rupee. 
The cheapncfs of pror^oru in Bengil mtkca it conroucnt to ht>T fo very low a 
diutn for dealings among the poor 
Crtre tf Rupus One hundred lacks 

Crmy Properly Xtfrwrrr An officer who collet the rcrenuei tindera lonf-lieutcnant of a 
province j for which he make* iumfclf rdponliblc, m conllderatioii of a commiffion 
of 2 or 3 arO' 

Cajjtrtx The aJlo^vancc, or agio upon the exchan^ of rupee*,^ in contndiftintaion to 
Boita i* properly the fum drfuQed, and Cujfrrt the fam added 
Cidchtnj A court of jufticc Alfo an office into which the rent* arc deliv er ed j or for the 
tranfa^on of any other public buHnefi 

Cidic^l Anofficer who Inall atie* has thecarcof pnnilhingthicves; thofeVho drink or fell 
intoxicating Iiqaora and keep difordedy houfe* I and who takes cognizance of fuch 
other matten as are not of confequence enough to be brought before the F$u£ulir 
1 ' r [ I D ' ' I 

Dabtiy The money paid -m advance to a merchant, or manufafiBTcr, oa a contrail for 
goods 

DaSSL A broker ' 

Dariia An overfeer 

DexvJ: Poftmen Hatiorred at ftages, of ahost 10 miles difbuice from one another, fai the 
conveying of letter* f n l 

Hi^tr Khhta An office for keepmg the government-accoonls In common ulage, any 
office or counfii^'-boufe " ^ ^ 

Durhir The court of^a -Mogul, Nabdb, or any great man. Sometime* it mean* the pa- 
lace, -and fomctinierthe levee only 

Dufikt A cuHomtry allowince In Bengal generaHy underftood to be that which the 
Banran rccarei on all fales and purebafe* 

A,pafrport, permit, or order In thcEngldh Compamr's affiur* it generally mean* 

the permit under their broad feal, tVhicb oceoipt* goo^ from the payment of duaei* 

E „ 

JBfMW A gift from a fupenor to an infcnor 

Etmeiaru A divifion of a province under the fupermtcndency of an EtmmmdSr 
£taawn^ A land holder, or fupenntcndant of the revenue* of a finall dinlion of a province, 
called EtmaCm , *' 

T 

FlrvisiiM A grant, order, decree, or command of the emperor' In Bengal, it UcommanI/ 
•ufed for the patent of the LmpaorFuirukhfccr, granting to the Englilh a liberty of 
trading duty free 

Etwtdar An officer m all great atie*,-onguully appointed by the empCfor who has charrt 
of the police, and takes cognizance of all crunmal matter* Sometimes it I* one who 
' reoctve* the rent* from the Zemmdii*, and account* with the government for them : 
The diflriift Of lands Under hi* junfdidlon, or fupenntendencf m fuch cafe, 1* called 
a ChMUh , 

G 

Chat An entrance Into a country over mountains, -or through any difficult paffiigc —Alfo a 
landing place on a river fide^partlcularly where duties are colleilcd 
Ghcthsrry A tax vpon boats, collei 3 ed at the Gterj or Cbtbjj 

GJeb A warehoufr, of a hicb the walls are g en e ra lly laifeU of mud and thatched, for keep- 
ing grain, ftlt, 2,c. > 

GuTMjleb Ah agent In Bengal it li g en e ra llr underftood to be thofe who arc fent into 
the country to purebafe goods, on monthly wages commonly Gentoos 
A granary, or market for cralir. 

(jkztriaiit An officer who collects datics on the high roads and at the femes. 


Ilacitr/t 
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Hndaif. A rpccics of cart, drawn b}' oxen. 

Xiag ct„ One who has performed the pilgrimage to Mecca, which every true Mahomcdait 
thinks himfclf bound to do once mhis litc. 

Haut A market kept on ftated days. 

licvaldor, A fubaltcrn officer of fcapoys, of the rank of a ferjeant. 

The flight of Mahomed from Mecca, from which the Mahomedan iEra com- 
mences. ft begins the i6th July, A. D. 622. 

liujlmlhcoluv} An ofiicial confirmation, under the feal of the vizier, enforcing obedience to 
the Emperor’s FlritKwti, 

liuzzcor. The prcfence. — Applied, by way of eminence, to the Mogul’s court. According 
to polite ufage it is now applied to the prefence of every Nabob, or great man. 

Huzzcei Neuers, The fecrctary who rcfidcs at court, and keeps copies of all Finnauns, records, 
or letters. 

I 

Imaum, An ordinary prieft-. 

JJlam. The true faith, according to Mahomedans. 

jagucet . Any penfion from the Grand Mogul, or King of Dchly j generally fuch as are 
affigned for military fcrviccs. 

'Jagucerdar. The holder, or pofleflbr of a Jagueer. It comes from three Perfian words, a 
place , giurtftun^ to take , and dajhtuny to hold . qunft a placeholder, or penfioner. In 
the times of the Mogul empire, all the great officers of the court, called 0 //;; were 
allowed yagueers^ either in lands of which they collefted the revenues, or affignments 
upon the revenues for fpecified fums, payable by the lord lieutenant of a province 
which fums were for their maintenance, and the fupport of fuch troops as they were 
neceffitated to bring into the field when demanded by the Emperor, as the condition of 
their Jagueers, which were always revocable at pleafure. 

Jamadar. An officer of horfe, or foot. — Alfo the head, or fupermtendantof the Peons in the 
SewaMVy or tram of any great man. 

K 

Kdzj. A Mahomedan judge, or magiftrate , appointed originally by the Count of Dehly to 
adminifter juftice according to their written law 5 but paiticularly in matters lelative 
to marriages, the fales of houfes, and tranfgreffions of the Koran. — He attefts or au- 
thenticates writings, which under his feal are admitted as the oiiginals, in proof 

KiJlhunJee. An account agreed to of payments to be made atflated times, in difLharge of a 
fpecified fum. 

Khalfah. Belonging to the king. 

Kbalfah-hzn^s. Crown Lands. 

^ Khalfah Shereef The office in which the king’s accounts were pafTed. 

Fack of Rupees. One hundred thoufand rupees , which fuppofing them ftandard, or fecasy at 
two Ihillings and fixpence, amounts to 12,500!. fterJmg. 

M 

MahaL A name given to every fund producing any particular revenue, or duty } as the fait 
or nimuck-mahdl is that on which arife the duties on fait. 

Mangon. An impofition colle£ted by the officers of the Chokeys and GhatSy as a perquifite for 
themfelves, or the 'Zemindars. 

Mound. A variable weight. In Bengal from 72 to 80 lb. 

Mohur. ' A feal — Alfo a gold rupee. 

Mihuree. Any writer, or under-clerk among the natives in Bengal. 

MolUnguee A worker of fait, a falt-maker 

Mooiecophtl. An officer who examines accounts, and puts his feal on them, when palled m 
the fubordmate Cuichernesy before they are fent to court. 

[cj ' 
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M*vza A pinih Sometimct a hamlet only 

MutibaudiOB A fopenor officer of the revcouea m a vDIirt ; the fame aa CtAffJry ^ 

Mufij A b^h pneft It fignifiet properly, inttiprcter of the law — He is ondcr'^the fUtr 
Mttdah A Mahomedtn judge — ^An interpreter of the Komu Likcmfc a School liuftcr 
Ai&fl/by A fccrctary fdr the Perfian language. 

Aftaijui A title or dignity poft, or office 

Mijnud An elevated place of difiiodlion in ihe Durhid for the pnnee to fit on A thronci 
Maichfdcah An obligatory, or penilty bond, generally taten from inferiors by an aiS of com- 
puliion 

MutfedM A general name for all-officers employed in taking the accounts of the Stchb, or 
government , ic is alfo ufed for the clerks of any great man 
N 

ITtUh Properly the plural of AiriJ 1 As ufed in Bengal, it is the lame as Nielm It 
13 a title alfo given to the wives and daughters of prmces, u well as to the princes 
themfelves 
Ndih A deputy 

N*xc6r An allowance m an affigrunent upon the revenues, or the lands thcmfdyts, ongi- , 
Jia% given at chanty for thcrplicf of the poor j but generally taken by thcnch 
Naxtau The lord lieutenant, vice-roy, or governor of a province the fame as or 

Nam 

Ntdhut The poft, office, or jorlfdiflion of uNajh, or deputy 
NhMmuf The port, office, 'OrjurifdiSionof a or Viceroy of a Province 

N&xxer > A prtfent, or effenng from -an infcnor to a foperior In HmdedUn no man 
Niaaerdftab ^ ever approaches his fupenor for the firil time on buHotls, withoat an offier- 
ingt at Jeail a gold or iUver rupee In hu right hand j which if not takoOf it is 
eUcemed a jnark-of dufavdiir Naixtrijutb is alfo ufed for the Aim paid to the go* 
vernment, at an icknowledgemeat for a grant of lands, or any public office. 

O 

Ohdahdkr An officer of the revenues, the lame as Crwj 

Omrgh A mao of the firA rank in the Mogul empire A nobleman It is the plural of the 
Arabic -^feierr 

P 

TadJb<A Emperor Kint 

PalojifunTu A vehicle earned on mens ffioulders, commonly ufed for riding In They arc 
oftwo forts, one for fittina inlikeafedao, and the other containing a bed, onuhich 
the perfon extends hlmfd/at full length 

Pttn A foot foldier, armed with fword and target In common ufe it Is a footman fo armed 
employed to run before a Pafanijucen —PioMoi is the proper word, from which Pna 
is a cofrapdon 

Pr^ijiBah The Itrgdl fubdlviiion of a province, whereof the revenues are brought to one 
particular Head CxUbaTj^ from whence the accounts and calh are tranfmitted to the 
general Qacherrj of the provmcc. 

Perwwtah An order, w a rr ant, grant, or even a letter from a fupenor to a depenaent 

A ^e, tribute, or quit rent paU to government, ** acknowledgment for any 
tenure 

PedaT A money changer, or teller, under a 51>r^ 

Pjkaf A broker, inferior to cbole called DaUSis^ who tranfaSs the buftnefs at firll band- 

witb the manufaflurer, and fometimes carries goods about for fale 

A wat hman employed as a guard at nl^t* Likewlfe a footman, or runner, on bu» 
fincfi of the lands They are generally armed with a fpear 
R 

JjPaMr An officer who has charge of the h^hwarf, the examination of palTcngen, and the 


coUcdion of cufloms where any arc there collcdlcd. 


Pjdjai 
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Rcc^ah It is To written in the Company’s Treaties, but it fliould be RiayaT^y which is the 
plural of the Arabic Ryct. . 

Rrfaula. A command. A regiment. 

Rezvana, A certificate from the collctSfor of the cuRoms. 

Rupee. A filvcr com worth about two fliillings and fixpcncc. 

R):t. A tenant, n ho is giytcrally both a hutbandman and mantifadurcr. 

S 


Sceipey. A foldicr. This word is g«tcrally ufed for the Indiitn Infantry difciplincd after the ' 
European manner. 

Sen . The fortieth part of a Mound. 

Scioi. A building on the high road, or in large cities, crctStcd for the accommodation of ti'a- 
vcllcrs. 

Scivawy The train of attendants who accompany a Nabob, or other great man on the 
road. 

Sezdtvul. An olHcer employed at a monthly falary to collc£l; the revenues. 

Shob. The king. 

Shah Allum. The king of the world -—The title given to the India Company’s Grand Mo- 
gul, the Prince Ally Goh.ir 

Shi'i/Iio. The religious books, or of the It is alfo ufed m common foi ' 

any book of bcicncc. 

Shneef.' Noble, or magnificent. 

Shojf. A banker, or money-changer properly 

Siuo. Any new com. It means Jiaupl orfuiUdy but is particularly ufed for theRandard 
filvcr-rupcc. 

Siddesy or Scdie. An Arabic title, by which the Abiflinians, orf/o^^^jr are always diftinguiflied 
in the courts of Hindoftan , where being m great repute for firmnefs and fidelity, they 
are generally employed as commanders of forts, or in pofts of great ,truft. 

Sircar, Any office under the government It is fometimes ufed for the Rate, or government 
itfeif. Likcwjfe a province, or any number of Rergumohi placed under one head in 
the government-books, for conveniency in keeping accounts. In common ufage in 
Bengal, the XJndet -Banyans of European gentlemen arc called Sircars, 

Sitdar, ox Suidar A chief, leader, or commander " ^ 

Soontahurdar. An attendant, who carries a filver bludgeon In his hand, of about two or three 
feet long, and runs before the Palanqueen. He is inferior to the Chubdar , the propriety 
of an Indian Savai'iry requiring two Soontaburdars for every Chubdai in the train 

Siihah. The general name of the vice-royfhips, or greater governments, into which the 
Mogul empire was divided, confifting of feveral provinces. Thejurifdi< 5 tion of a 5 ?^- 
bahdar : the fame as SiibahJInp, Subahddi ee or Nizamut. 

Subabddr. * The vice-roy, lord lieutenant, or governor, holding a Siibah , the fame as Nabobs 
or Ndzvn, Alfo the black copmander of a company of Seapoys. .. 


Subahddree. 

Subahddry, ^ Siihah, 

Subahjhip. J 

Sultdnut The crown; throne, empire, or government. 

Sun. The year . thus Siccas of the iR, 2d, or 3d^5«w, are the flandard River rupees of the 
iR, 2d, or 3d year of a prince’s reign , which is marked on the com. 

Sunnud. A grant, charter, or patent fr6m any great man m authority; 

Sunott, Rupees of old dates, on which a difcpunt is allowed, ' are fp called ; properly it 
fliould be Sunwdt. 

T ^ 


Ta^dbey. Money lent to a huRiandman at intereR, to enable him to cultivate his land ; /or 
payment of which the enfulng crop is bound. 

^rlk^kd* A fubdivifion ofthe l^ndsjpf a held^by ^ • 

' . ’ ^ [ c 2 J ^ TaJc$k- 
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TdUciJar A renter under a Zmtxdirr^ of the fubdiexilon cjIJed Tai:»i 
7saifiiJ A mint 
Ta^Ma A fmall fort 

Tfr^ A note of hand In Bengal partJculirly ufed for thofe notes gl7cn before hand fot- 
money to be paid for fcrvicet to be perfonned 

An affigmneot of Unda, or the ftvenuei of them, for tny particular dlfburfc- 
menta, or purpofe of government 

U 


XJltMttgn An allowance paid from the rcvenuei, aj a largcff, 
or profefibra of faence It fliouJd be wntted AltnaSa 

V 

yahfl An agen t or fiery/ da t^arrei 
VhJrui Thepoft or office of a rtrier 

Y 


T/fatad A ilate meiTcnger 


to rchgioia men, icAaru 


Zrmndir Literally a land holder who is accountable to goTemmeni for the rcrcnucs^ 
Zenanddrj The junfdt^on of a Zemmdir the lands held by him 
Zenana Belonging to women,--Thc women* apartment* The Seraglio 


CONTENTS. 


CHAP I Introduction, — Page i- 

C H A P II ON the MOGUL EMPIRE before the IityjuiON of Na- 
der Shah, — — — — i? 

CHAP III ON the State of HINDOSTAN Cnee the total Sobver- 
stOK of the EMPIRE, and the prefent Condmon of the Prikce whom we 

now call the GREAT MOGUL, >— 31 

CHAP IV On the Nature" of the OrriCE called DEWANNEE, and 
■< the Motive* for the East India Cohpant’s pretending to hold the Ter- 

ritoriej of BENGAL under that Title, — ja 

CHAP V OF the NABOB, otberwife called the NAZIM, or SUBAH- 

DAR of BENGAL, 57 

CHAP VI REMARKS on the Forecoikc CHAPTERS, 4S 

CHAP VII ON the MOGUL’* FIRMAUNS the Paesport* called 
DUSTUCKS, and the early PoasiaiioNi of the ENGLISH m BENGAL, 54 
C H -A P Vm ON THE EARLY TRADE or EUROPEANS to IN- 
DIA, AND IN THE INTERIOR PARTS Of INDOSTAN 1 and oh the 
rREScNT DIFFERENCE between the TRADE or thi ENGLISH 
COMPANY AND THAT OF BRITISH INDIVIDUALS and OTHER 

NATIONS IN BENGAL, <4 

CHAP DC OF the COURTS of LAW ethbldhed by the CHAR- 
TER 



CONTENTS. 

TER granted to th6 COMPANY; and of the Cover 

Administration of Justice in BENGAL, 

CHAP. X. OF the different COVENANTS and 
which British Subjects rcforc to the EAST INDIES 
RESIDING there, * 

CHAP. XI. ON the affumed RIGHT of the Eas' 
CO feize their fellow subjects in INDIA, and fend thei 
to ENGLAND; on their Abufes of Power- m fo doi 

Effefls thereof, — ■ 

CHAP. XII. OF the REVENUES of BENGAL at 

and of the methods of collecting them, 

CHAP. Xlll. ON the late MONOPOLY of SAL 

and TOBACCO, 

CHAP. XIV. ON the General MODERN TRi^ 
in BENGAL; on the OPPRESSIONS and MONOP( 
been the Causfs of the DECLINE of TRADE, the 
REVENUES, and' the prefent ruinous condition of 

GAL, — 

CHAP. XV. ON the NATURE and DEFECTS o 
TION of the ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY 
O H A P. XVI. CONCLUSION. 


CONTENTS OF tbte A-P P 

N® I. Copy of a Treatv between Colonel Robert Clive, 
Englifh Eaft India Company, and Serajah al Dowlah^ ] 

February 1757, . r — 

N° 11 . Copies of Perwanahs, from Serajah al Dowlah, 
granted to the Eaft India Company, for ereifting a mint 
the Currency of dieir Bufinefs. with a copy of the Nab 

in Mareh 1757, ■ — — 

N° III. Copy of a Treaty between Colonel Robert Ciive, on tl 
Eaft India Company, and Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, upon 
that Officer in the Nabobftiip of Bengal, in June 1757, 

N° IV, Copy of , the General Sunnud from the Nabob, 
Khawn, for the Currency of the Company’s bufinefs, and 

dated the 15th July 1757, • — ■ — 

ISI^ V. Copy of a Perwanah from the Nabob, Meer Jaffier 
currency of Gold and Silver coined in the Company’s Mint . 

2lJth July 1757, 

N® VI. Copy of a Perwanah from the Nabob, MCer Jaffie 
jche 20th December 1757, relative to the Zemmdary of the 
■cutta, eranted to the Company by the Treaty with the faid ] 



3C*ll 


tJONTENTS 


N VII of the Mutchulcah, or obligstory Bond, given bv the Companr 

upon mcir being appointed Zemmdara of the Lands (buth of Calcutta, dated lo 
^ r Copy of a Treaty between Meer Mahomed Coffim Ally Khawn, and 
the Englift Ead rndia Company, on their depofing of Meer Taffier, and makinir 

Mfcr CofljrTrNAb6b of Bengal, dated the 27th Sroamber 1760 ii 

N' IX Copiaa of the Sdnnuds given by the "Nabdb, Meer Mahomed Coffim 
Ally Khawn, to the Company, sranlini them the provincei of Baldwin, Midni 
bore, and Cliittigong, of IBamabadi allb the Cnunam (or lime) produced at 

Silhett for three years, j 

N'’ X Copy of a Treaty between the Enghfh Eaft India Company and Meer 
Jaffier Ally Khawn, on their rcinftating him in the Naboblhip of Bengal, dated 

thd toth July lyd^, j, 

N' XI Copy of the Demands made by the Nabdb, Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, 
and agreed to by the Governor and Couhcil, upon the Treaty of the loth July 
1763 (N Xj! and alfo Copy of the Nabdb’s Agreement to pay the Company 
500 000 rupees per month dunng the War with the Nabdb, Sujah al Dowlah, 

dated the i6th S^tember tyd+i ’ ly 

br XU Copy of the Petiuon, or Propolala, made by the Prince Ally Gohar, 
otherwife called trs Kino or the EMPaaoa Stab Mma, to Major HeiUor Mun 
ro, then Commander of the Company a T roops at Banarasi as indofed in a Let- 
ter from the Major to the Governor and Council at Calcutta, dated aad No- 
vember 17^4, 20 

> 1 ° XllI Copy of the Articles fent on the 6th December 1764, by the Governor 
and Council of Calcutta, to be executed by the Prince, Ally Gohar, in the 
Charafter of Emperor i as mclofed for that purpofc to Major Hedlor Munro, 

Commander in chief of the Army, 20 

N° XIV Copy of the Iuperiai Grant, or Firmaun of the Emperor Shah 


AUvim t granting to the Company the Zemindary of Gbazipore, Banatas, &c 

held by the Rljah Bulwant Sing, mited 25th December 1764, 21 

N“ XV Copy of a Treaty between the Enghfli Ball India Company and Najim 
al Dowlah, on their invefhng him with the NabdbDup of Bengal, upon the 
death of hu father Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, dated asth bebruary 1765, -22 

N° XVI Copy of the Sunnud from the Nabdb, Najim al Dowlah, for the rever- 
fion, in perpetuity; of Lord Clive a Jagufer to the Company, dated the 23d 

XVl/^^Copy of the new Agreement, or Treaty jomtly entered into be^ecn 
the Nab^b, Najun al Dowlah, the Nab6b Sujah al Dowlah> the Ewperor Shah 
Allum, and Lord Clive and the Secret Committee at Calcutta j UMn the 
revoking all former Treaties, and new roodellmg the^ affairs of the Company, by 
aflumlng the Dewannee, dated the j6th Auguff 17651 "" *7 

N* XVIII Copy of the General Firmaun from the Emperor, Sh^ah Alium, 
prantmi to the Company the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar and Onfla, dated the 

I2th Augull 1765, ' ' 

N* XIX Copy of the Firmaun from the Emperor Shah Allum, confirming 
to the Enaliffi Company the Provinces of Burdwln, Midnipore and pitdg^g. 
and the 04 Pergffiinidis of Calcutta, &c. before udti to them by the Nabobs 
Jaffier AUy Khawn and Coffim Ally Khawn, dated the 12th Auguft 170^', ^ 



CONTENTS. 


XXII I 


N* XX, Copy of the FirmaUn from the EmperoRj Shah Allum, confirming 
the leverfion, in perpetuity, of Lord Clive’s Jagueer to the Company, dated the. 

I2th Auguft 1765, - 

N® XXI. Copy of the Firmaun from the Emperor, Shah Allum, granting to 
the Company the five northern Sircars of SicaCole, &c. dated the 12th Auguft 

1765 , . j4 

XXII. Copy of the Agreement whereby the Right Honourable Lord Clive, 
on tlie Part of the Englilh Eaft India Company, agrees to pay the King, 

Allum, from the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, the fum of twenty-fix 
Lacks, or 325,000/. per annum, in gratitude, for the favours which his Lordftiip 
and the Company had received from his Imperial Majesty, dated the 19th 

Auguft 1765, 36 

N° XXin. Copy of the Articles of Refignation agreed to in July, 1765, where- 
by the Nabob, Najim al Dowlah, agrees to accept of the. fum of 5,386,131 rupees 
nine annas, or 673,226 pounds fterling, for the fupport oi his government and 
dignity', becaufe his Imperial Majesty, Shah Allum, had been pleafed to 
give the revenues of his Alabobjhtp to the Enghfh Eaft India Company, 37 

N° XXiy. The Memorial of Mr. Thomas Hamilton, to the Honourable the 

Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, dated the 3d June 1769, 38 

N° XXV. The Answer of Cornelius Goodwin, Efquire, Alderman, and late 
Mayor of Calcutta, to the Memorial of Mr. Thomas Hamilton , addrefied to the 
Honourable the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, dated the 27th June 1769, 40> 

Nf XXVI. The Memorial of Alexander Jephfon, Efquire, to the Honourable 
the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the Eaft Indies; with the Opinions of Sir 'William de Grey, Sir Fletcher Nor- 
ton, and Charles Sayer, Efquire, thereon, ■ 43' 

N° XXVII. The Case of Mr. Richard Whittall, with the Opinion of John 

Dunning, Efquire, thereon, — — ■ - 55 

N° XXVIII, The Petition of Mr. Richard Whittall to the Honourable Court 

of Diredlors of the Eaft India Company, 73 

N° XXIX. Copy of a Proclamation ifiued at Calcutta by the Governor and 

Council; dated the 18th May, 1768 -t — So 

N° XXX. A Narrative of the Cases of Benjamin Wilding and John 
Petrie of Bengal, Efquires, as contained in a Letter from an Ofiicci there 'to 

his Friend m England, 81 

N° XXXI. The Narrative of Mr. Vernon Duffield, relative to his own 

Cafe, and the Cafe of Mr. Francis Robertson of Bengal, 

N° XXXII. A Narrative of the Cafes of Mr. James Nicol and 
Thomas Davie of Bengal; abridged from their own original Narratives, 1 xi 
N® XXXIII. The Case of John Nevill Parker, Efquire, of Belcal, 

with Sir Fletcher Norton’s Opinion thereon, 121* 

N® XXXIV. Copy of the Indenture executed by Free Manners, on their going 

out to India with Licence from the Eaft. India Company, * 326 

N° XXXV. Copy of the Indenture executed by the Eaft India Company’s civil, 
or covenanted Servants; whereby they engage not to receive from the Country 

Princes 


97 ' 

Mr 



XKlV 


CONTENTS 


Pnnccs m India any Prcfents in Money, Jewels, Lands, Rcvcnacs, or other 

EffcAs, but fuch as are permitted by the faid Company, — 128 

N® XXXVl Copy of the Indenture of Covenants executed by Gentlemen emi- 
grating to India, m'the Military Service of the Englifh Eaft Inaia Company, 130 
N XXXVII Copy of a Letter from Francts Sykes, Elquire, Refidcnt at the 
Durbar, to the becret Committee at Calcutu, dated -the 24th July 1765 133 

N® XXXVllI Copy of a Letter from Francis Sykes, Efquire, Kcfidcnt e/ 
Dufbdr to the Secret Committee at Calcutta, dated the 28th Julyi765 135 
N XXXIX Copy of a Letter from JPrancu Sykes, Efquirc, Rcfidcnt at the 
Durhw, to the Secret Cemmstiu at Calcmro, dated the 31ft 0<^ber 175^ 139 

N XL Copy of a Letter from Francis Sykes, Elquire, Rcfidcnt at the Dttrhdr, 
to the Secret Committee'sx Calcutta, dated the 17th November 1765, 143 

N® XLI Copy of a Letter from ic Right Honourable Rabert Lord CGve to the 
DireGors of the Eafi India Contpai^, dated Bcrklcy-Squarc, the 27th Apnl 

N° t Copt of the Contraa entered into by Harnyere^, Efquire, Supem 

for of Burdmin, and the Junior Servunts of that Fadory, with the Comwltce of 
J'radt at CalciUta i whereby they engage to dehver to the Committee all the Salt 


produced m that province, ’ — - ”” . JSt 

N" XLIII Copt of a Deed of Affignment, or Sale, whereby the Right Ho- 
nourable Rcitrt Lard Cltve fells to iundry Gentlemen of the Counnl, at Cal- 

. /I .L- I-t.^ CaIp pwnr4 *1(r\ kit 


Copt of an Indenture, or Deed of Indetnniljt whereby the Right 
Honourable Roiat Lord Cltve luid the Gentlemen of the Cernmittei and Ceeneti at 
Caleulla engage not to obey the Orders of the Ceurl of Etijl India IhreBers, 
refpefting the bALT Mohopout and to Jlend Ij and tndemntf, each other for fu^ 

Disobidience, - ~ ,l,’°i 

jq vr.V Copt of the Proceedings of the MayePs Court of Caecutta, on the tjt 
efOBober, 1766, upon an Indenture and Affidatit of the Right Honour 
able Robert Lord Clive s which were earned in fclemn Proton, by the 
Council and a numerous Tram of Inhabitants, to the faid Court, te 

EXECUTED, SWORN TO, and RECORDED, I05 

NP XLVI Copies of His Majestt’s Advocate, Attorhet, and 
SOLLICITOR General's Reports, on the Applications made by the 
East India Coupans, m i?-;?. reb"" “ " Captures and 

Boott made by the faid Com pant, and their Power of holding, or parting with, 
Territorial Possessions, acquired by Conquest, or Grants from Ind^n 
Princes with Copies of the Coupant’s Petition to Hit Majestt, and His 

JdAJESTT I WarLANTS TRERiuPON ^ ^ ^'7^ 



CONSIDERATIONS 


O N 

INDIA AFFAIRS. 


CHAP. I. 

INTRODUCTION. 


I N the degrees fcopc ?nd encouragement arc given to induflry, 
a country will naturally grow populous and wealthy : but though 
the great ob]c6ls of nations, as of individuals, are profpciity and power, 
the means either of acquiring or preferving them arc not unfrcquently 
miflakcn. 

Induflry will be bcR applied to agriculture, manufadluring and com- 
merce. Of thefe, the two former arc mutual fupports of each other i and 
when made to co-operate with commerce and navigation, they, all toge- 
ther, will lay the moft lading foundations of opulence and might. 

Thefe arts, with efficient laws for individual protedlion and due puniffi- 
ment, and an able and upright adminiftration of juRice, if made all fully 
to operate under a wife, moderate and beneficent government, will con- 
Ritute what may be called the perfedlion of human policy j and prove 
equally the fource of abundant wealth, power and felicity. 

Agriculture, fingly, perhaps never did materially enrich or Rrengthen 
any country ^ as, in Rich cafe, even the commerce and navigation 
arifing from it will be carried on by other nations. Manufadlones, 
beyond all other means, ferve to populate and eniich a country: but. 

[ A ] ‘ 'thofc 
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thofe only vfluch arc moft lahonoos Vadd greatly to its rtrength Na- 
vigation, on the odier hand, llrengthcns more than it enriches and com- 
merce introduces not only abundant ivealth, but likewife much ufeful 
knowledge 

Hmdoft&n, from time immemorial, ^ praftifcd agriculture and mtml- 
fadhiiing in an extraordinary degree, and thev ferved to make her po- 
pulous and wealthy almoll: beyond example But by ncgledling foreign 
commerce the has continued deficient m vanofls lands of ufeful know- 
ledge , and from her want of many labonous arts, and not prafhfing navi- 

f ation in aiw confiderablc degree, Ibc never grew fufiaciently powerful to 
e fecurc of her own defence 

The extraordinaiy religious fuperlfations of the Hmdoos, or Gentoos -f-, 
and the very unfociable mannefs that naturally were confequent there- 
of, proved infupcrablc bars to their vifiting foreign countries They 
therefore principally confined themfelvcs to agriculture and manufaftur- 
mg, leaving remote commerce and navigation ^o tbofe who would go dnd 
deal with them in their own country lb That, as hath already been ob- 
ferved, the mduftry which fo abundantly augmented their wealth, did 
not ferve~tp mereafe, in any^ proportional degree, cither their general 
knowledge or nahonal power 

From vdT ancient times, wc hear much of far-diftant nations going 
to trade with the Indians, but nothing of the people of India ever going 
tp trade with them In ,hke manner, the vmters in remote times make 
frequent mention of tlic great wealth of thc^ Indians, but fay little of 
thcfi power nor mdeed could the latter have ever been very confi- 
dersible, bccaufe wc know they were cafily fubdued at different periods 
of time 

Perhaps the principal provinces of Hindoflffn, while they continued 
nnppnquered by any foreign power, were never much farther united 
Aah by rphgion and manners Their origmal population, which muft 
have bpep extremely ancient, was mamfcllly of the primitive or patn- 
archal kmd Commumtics grew out of families, which conumially 
were branching off i arid yvith but Lttle vanabon from each other, they 

All fitting cmploymaiu are •pttg debilitate the homan frame, and thofe which are caeef- 


11U( Ul iUC XSUIUlUUb t thej^ gcfwnllj a . 

f II * Portuguexe word, meiotag In the Sciiptural phrafe ; bj which gCTcnl 

ap^lation, ther it fiA called all the niiivei of Jndu, whether Mihonjcduu or Hindoo i-xw 
them the EntJ/ffl have adopted the term Gm/fsf by which, according to ihcnrtiCTt ofage, ^ 
dinjBguIQi the fi mdoc», or folio wen of Bnmha, from the Mahomcdins, or MtuTolmcn, whom 
thty commonly, ^ough improperly, ciU Moofj, or Moormen 
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lived by fucli rules as were prefcribed by an original Lawgiver, Chief, 
or Rajah, by whofe name each rcfpeitive country was originally known. 
One caft, or tribe, were appointed to inftilid;, another to protedl and 
rule, and the reft to fuch piofeffions and occupations as were ufeful 
and neceffary 3 in which modes of prefcribed piadlice, as far as they were 
able, they have fince continued to live. • 

The Hindoos, like the Chinefc, pretend to the honour of exiftence, 
as a nation, for a great abundance of ages before the Chriftian calcula- 
tion of the commencement of time, or cieation of the woild. But as 
every thing which they fay of fuch fuppofed times is confidered as fa- 
bulous, the writers who moft favour their prctenhons to antiquity are 
not inclined to believe they can have any hiftorical accounts of their coun- 
try, to be relied on, fo far backward as five thoufand years. 

The Samfcrit, or Shanfcrif^, a moft noble and ancient, though now 
a dead language, underftood only" by the Brahmins, has been hitherto 
the impenetrable repofitory of the literary tieafures of that order of 
men. They are known to have many books that treat of leligion 
and philofophy, and it is faid likewife of hiftory. Theii four books of 
Divine Laws and Inftrudfions, called Bhades, aie written in poetic 
ftanzas 3 and they are held fo facied, that no other order of tlieir own 
people are permitted to read them, fliould tliey be able fo to do. -And 

, ' fuch 

♦ 

The curious reader v'lll excufe the following extrafts relative to this language from parts 
of a letter of the father Fons, a French miflionary, written from India in the year 1740, as con- 
tained inLetfes Edifiantes. Pans edition, 1743, V0I.26, pages 221 to 232. 

“ Les fciences Sc les beaux arts, qui ont ete cultives avec autant de gloire & de fucces par les 
Grecs &lcs Remains, ont fleuri pareillement dans Tlnde, Sc toute I’antiquite rend temoinage au 
merite des Gymnofophiftes, qui font evidemnient les Brahmanes, et fur-tout ceux qui parnli 
eux renoncent au monde, Sc fe font SamaJJt 

La Grammaire desBrahmanes peut etre mife au rang des plus belles fciencCs, jamais Tanalyfe 
&laSynthefe ne furent plus heureufement employees^^ que dans leurs ouvrages gramrriaticaux 
I de la langue Samjkret ou Samjkroutan, II me paroit que cette langue/i admirable par fon harmo- 
nic, fon abondhnee, & fon energie, etoit autrefois la langue vivante dans les Pays babites par les 
jpremiers Brahmanes. ’ 

11 eft etoniiant que I’efpnt humain alt pu atteindre a la perfecftion de Part, qui eclatte dans c6s 
grammaires : les auteurs y ont reduit par Panalyfe la plus riche langue du monde, a un petit 
nombre d’elemens pnmitifs, qu’on peut regarder comme le Caput moituurn de la langue Ces ele- 
irens ne font par eux-memes d’ aucun ufage, ils nefignifient proprement rien, ils ont feuledient 
rapport a une idee , par exemple, Kru a Pidee d’adlion. Les elemens fecondaires qbi affe6tent le ' 
'primitif, font, les terminaifons qui le fixent a etre nom ou verbe , celles felon lefquelles il doit fe 
decl I ner ou conj uglier, un certain nombre de fyllabes a placer entre Pelement primitif & les ter- 
, minaifons quelques propofitions, &c. — APapproche des elemens fecondaires lepnmitif change fou- 
vent de figure , Kru, par exemple, devient, felon ce quilui eft ajoute, Kar, Kar, iCri, Kir, Ker, 
&c. La fynthefe reunit & combine tous ces elemens Sc en forme une variete infinie de termes 
d’ ufage. 

Ce font les regies de cette uhion & de cette combinaifon des elemens, que la grammaire^A- 
feigne,defbrtequ’un fipiple ecoher, qui ne f^auroitrien que la grammaire, peuten operant felon 

£ A 2 J ' “les 


/ 



4 


CONSIDERATIONS 

fuch IS iJie influence of pneficraft and faperihtion over their minds, that 
they have been made to beheve any endeavour at the acquifition of fuch 
knowledge would be an unpardonable” fin they therefore never feck to 
obtain It And Jhould -a Brahmin be known to communicate any part 
of thofe books to men of other tribes, his punilhment would be imme- 
diate excommunication, or evpulfion from his own, which would be 
a degradation and infamy that they confider to be far worfc than death 
No fironger proof can be fumifhed of the infupcrable difficulties to be 
encountered in fuch an''ubdcrtakmg, than thefaft, well known indndia, 
"of an Emperor 'of HmdoMn, the great Akbur, mifcanymg m an artful 
endeavour for that purpofe * He impofed a weU-mftnKacd youth on 

the Brahmms, as an orphan of their tribe, to be educated by tliem, in 
order to acquire a knowledge of their fecrcts, language and learning but 
Tus deCgns were all fruftrated * 

Great 'difficiflties mufl: occur m all attempts to acquire the Samfent 
language, as well from the great referve of the Brahtmnsj as from the 
total livant of fuch books as mull be neceflary for that purpofe , the 
utmoft of what has been publifhed jn Eurojie thereon, extending no 
farther than to fhe letters of its alphibet -f-, and their combinations It 
has however often been undertaken by feveral Bnglilh gentlemen, 
tthough hithirto Without fiiccefs, from the want of fiifficient helps 
‘Dnnng two years refidence at BanSras, the wnter could find no- books 
m any other language that would ferve in any degree as a medium for 
acqmnng it, though there are, m it, very good ones for that purpofe 
fo that whoever undertakes to learn this language, mull: frame his own 

]« rtgla, fur one raane ou flfment primitlf, en tirer plulicuu milKen de moti vulraeat Smi 
JtreU ) c eft cet irt qui a donnd le notn ^ la Iinnc, car Saojlrtt liguific fyathf^ut ou compoif 
Pout tire que depula Ic vdntraBIc Pere dc Nobdibua, il a 7 a eu perfonne alTci habile dam Ic 
pour examiaer Ici chofa par foi mime J ai vfl dam un uianufcrit du Pere de Baurrea, 
que dam certain Pays de la Cdte de Malabar, la Gentila cflSbroient ladchrrancedajuifirous 
£flhcr, et qu Hi donnoicnt i cette Fete Ic nom de Yada Tirenal, Fdte dc Juda 

tx leul moycn dc pdndtrcr danl 1 aotiquitd Indlcnne furtout en cc qul conerrue I hiftbire 
c eft d iTOir un grand goiit pour certc ftiencc, dacqudrirunc connoiftance parlaltedu Samjlrtlt tc 
dc faire da de[«nfa aufqucUa 11 n y a qu un mnd Pnnee qul puific foumir i jufqu i ce que 
CO troll chofa fe trouvent rcunio dam un niErat fujet arcc la fantf ndcellatrc pour foulcnlr 
I etudcdani 1 Indc, on ne fpaura ricn, ou prcfqucncndel hiflolre anciennede cc vaftcRoyaume ” 

It u our miifortunc that wc hare no European whatever who hath acquired a knowledge of 
thia pnmiure, noble, and pcrbipi anlcdilurian language, fuffiaent to read and tranllate (without 
being eapoled to the impoliuom and ignorance ol the modem Brahmins) thofe dndent worki, 
which, however blended with fable and fupcrftition, might ferve to throw new and Important 
lighu upon ancient hiftoty and fcicnce and alfo fomICh m with what 11 much wanted, a true 
a& genuine account ofthcinaent Hindoo! i forae of whofc pnncipla and dodhino of religion, 
morality and fcicnce, feem In the remoteft antiquity to hare been eagerly adopted by far diUant 

nitioni even from Japan and China to Egypt and Greece 

• Dow I HtiToav of Hindoitan Vol I page 15 of the DilTcrtation, fitft edition 

* SeeKisciitni CrtiKA IiLUSThATA Ptioted inAmflcrdam, 1667, Pago i6j, Jre 

grammar. 
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grammar and didionary : in order to efFedt which, he will be Under a ne- 
cefTity firfl to learn, as a medium, either the Perliaii, or one of the many 
dialedts now ufed in the different parts of Hindoftan, of which that of 
Bengal, of all the fouthern provinces of India, is neareft to the Samfcnt ; 
one fourth part of its words, the furms of feveral of its letters, and the 
names and order of the whole alphabet, agreeing exadtly therewith. As 
fo much time then mult be fpent in the attainment of a language not 
requifite for bufinefs, there can be little reafon for expedting it will 
ever effectually be acCompliflied by any one whofe great objeCt, from 
going to India, is the acquifition of wealth. It is therefore an under- 
taking that probably never will be properly engaged in, unlefs by the 
encouragement of fome government, or great feminary of learning ; and 
as it might prove the means of making many difcoveries that at leaffc 
would be curious, it fliould be thought deferving of the patronage of the 
favourers of fcience. 

The moft ancient hiftorical account we have of the Hindoos, is from 
the tranflation of a poem from the Samfcrit into the Perfian language ^ 
and perhaps they have few other kinds of very ancient records of their 
country, than verfifications of old, but veiy current traditions of tranfac- 
, tions, by men like the ancient Welch, Irifli, Highland, or Englifli bards, 
who have generally every where been the hifloriographers of =rude ages, 
for even Homer was no more. Farther literary treafures, therefore, of 
very ancient times of this at leafl, or perhaps any other kind, may not be 
in the poffeflion of the Brahmins : and indeed were there others, they 
might be mattiDrs more of curiofity than utility. But there may be fome 
of later times greatly more important, as that tribe of Indians, if not ge- 
nerally learned, have at lead: been always ftudious. , 

The Euglilh nation know little more of their anceftors in the times of 
the Druids than v/hat has been learned from fuch bther nations as hap- 
pened then to be more enlightened. Yet the Druids, like the ancient 
Brahmins, were priefts and philofophers 5 between whom there was a 
limilarity in manners and praCtice, both orders being fecret, myfterious 
and referved, how widely foever tliey might differ in their principles of 
religion. The Bralimins however affert, and with fome appearance of 
reafon, that the lawgivers of other nations have borrowed from the infH- 
tutes of Brimha, as tliey judge from what they have feen of the Mahome- 
dans and Jews, and probably from what they may have heard of the 
Heathens and Roman Catholics. 

* The Hindoos pay a kind of divine honours to fuch perfons as were diftinguifhed by extra- 
ordinary merits which were really the Heathen motives for many deifications, and are prc^ 
tended fo to be for moft I^opilh canonizations, 

^ ' Concerning 
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Concerning the hiilones which we have hitherto been fiimiihed with 
of Hindoftfln, it' may with truth be faid, that they have not been pro- 
perly lof the Hindoo nations or people, but oF fuch foreign invaders as 
fucceffively fubdued and ruled over them The ancient Rajahs were 
probably Sovereigns of the feveral provinces, or diftnfts of India, being 
lords of the foil, wamours by profelEon, and of courfe proteiSors from 
intercft , and their government being on the arbitrary principles of 
parental defpotiCn, they were never oppoled, but from the inefiftible im- 
pulfe of niture to withftand intollerable oppreflion, beyond which the 
people of India do not appear, from their prafticc, to have ever had any 
idea of pubhc right or liberty 

It IS natural to fuppolc, m the progrefs of ages, that Rijahs, like 
all other Soverdigns, became infeSed with ambition, when ddputes led 
to i conquefts, by which fway grew extebded , fo that there might have 
been temporary power acquired that was even enormous But pro- 
bably there never was a native government of all Hindoft^ nor in- 
deed has there Cnee been entirely fuch of any race of invaders \iho 
eftabliflied themfelves at Dehly 

Some of the provinces of India were long tnbutary to the Perfians j 
as they afterwards were to the Afgan, or Patfin Tartars, whole feat of go- 
vernment was Ghifm, in the mountainous country between Perfia and Hm- 
dolHn 1 from whence they made frequent inroads into the neareft Indian 
provinces, to plunder and impofe tributes, till the bcMning of the four- 
teenth century, when they cftabhlbcd themfelves at Dehly Of this Tartar 
government it may be fid, as of the race of Tamerlane which fucceeded 
It m HmdoMn, that it never was complete over the whole country j was 
frequently refilled even by tributary Rdjahs, and fomctimcs difinembcredof 
Its prmcipal provmccs 

- Wc fliall enlarge no farther here on the ancient Hate of Hindouan, 
than jult to obferve, that among the defeendants of Shem, named in 
the tenth chapter of Genefis, there is mention made of an Ophir, m 
the fourth generation , who probably wve his name to the place from 
whence Solomon afterwards obtained ins large returns of gold * All 
thofc generations from Shem, mentioned by Mofes, arc faiu by him to 

_ V Spmc learned writen have conjeflured the antlcnt Ophir to hare hero the jMrt which in 
later ages has been called Solila, fituated on the continent of Africa, oppofitc to MMagilcar j 
but \hat pirt is not caflnrard of the country which firfl pcopIW after tbe FlooJ It 
then be thought prcfumptuoui to hazard fo contrarj* an opinion, t» to Tuppofe we iflaiw ® ^ 

mjtra r aj the place to uhich Solomon s fleet fzUed j ■» there u a mountain on the north ^ 

■ n wlueh II. to thu day called Ophir, where mneb gold ever hai been and la yet lound i tK wi- 
tanpe of which lihewifc beUcr agreea with the lime Solomon a flecta took to perform lioio voy- 
ogci in, than by fuppofing them to hare gone no further than to Sofala have 
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IiAve been pcoplcrs of countries in the caflcin paits of the worlds 
which, even according to the Jewilli and Chiiftian fyflems, makes the 
population of thofe regions exticmely ancient, though infinitely fliort of 
the fabulous ages fuppoled by the Hindoos. 

In our next cliaptcr, by the help of bettei lights, we fliall treat with 
more certainty of the affairs of Hindollan, while under the dominion of 
the Moguls ; and then proceed in oui confideiations to the piefent Rate 
of tlic Bengal provinces, v/hich have for fome time been a pait of the 
Britifh tcrritoiics. 

But muny having of late perfuaded the public to believe, that we may 
fecurely rely on the paflive and refigned difpolition of the natives of the 
acquired' count! ics, and die timid difpofition of^ Indians in general for 
oui fecuie poflcflion of thofe provinces, it may be neceflary m this place 
to fliew fuch opinions to be erioneous ; and that the prefervation of them 
mufl depend moie on our wifdom and juflice than on our military ancl 
maritime power. 

Theie can be no juft grounds for our fuppoling there have not at all 
times been people of valoui in India. It is at this time well known, 
that many of the Indian powers have large and well -difciplincd native- 
armies of both hoife and foot. So hkewife the feapoys in the feivice of 
the Englifli Eaft India Company aie brave, well-trained, and able-bo- 
died men. Perhaps no people have more diftinguilhed themfelves by 
fortitude and refolution, in a variety of fufferings, than the Eaft Indians. 
The feveiities of their voluntary religious penances are almoft incredible. 
They have frequently fubmitted to be maimed, nay would often die un- 
der torture, rather than difeover concealed wealth, to the rum of their 
families. Even their' very women, who live fequeftered from the world, 
and of courfe are unexperienced in fuch difficulties and hiisfoi tunes as 
ferve to fortify the mind and heart, or fuch diftrefles as will render 
life irkfome, or impel to defperation, often mamfeft fuch fortitude as 
amazes Europeans but to hear of, m the horrid deaths which they vo- 
luntarily brave, of burning alive with the dead bodies of their hufbands 
in funeral fires. 

There are feveral nations in India, now living under diftindl govern- 
ments of their own, who never were fubdued by the Moguls, though 
indeed moft of them, at times, have been their tributaries. They, how- 
“ever, ‘were never able to make the Marahtahs_ either their fubjeifls ‘ or 
tributaries. 

Thefe people are governed by an ariftocracy of Rajahs of the Hin- 
doo religion, who for many ages have done more than defend them- 
felves, for they have impofed tributes on moft of thein neighbours ; and 

' at: 
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at laft they even obhgcd the famous Mogul Aurengzebe to fubmit to 
the mortifyujg and difhonourablc terms of pajung them a CJvz/f *, or 
annual tribute of the fourth part of the revenues of the Ddckhan lb 
’that It might be laid, the emperor thereby not only acknon lodged their 
iPdependency of himfclf, but likewife their joint ngbt of foTcreigniy 
with him over thofe provmces that produced the revenues out of which 
the Cioui was paid 

This Cbout, or tribute was continned to be received by the Marahtahs 
from the Mogul even long after the revenues of the Dockhan provinces 
had ccafed to be paid into the royal d* trcafury at Dehly for in the 
year J 1 740, when the deputies of the Sahoo RJjah (King of Sittdrah) 
arrival as ufual at Dehly to receive the Cbout, they were told by the 
Mogul s miniftry, " That Najer Stab had lately fo exhaufted the trea- 
“ fury, that the Emperor was rendered utterly incapable of Ihbsfymg 
" their demands, the more cfpeciaUy as the revenues of the Bengal 
" provinces had been withheld from the year lyjS by, the rebclhon of 
" jUlantrdj Kbtrwn, who, in conjuni 2 ion with hiS brother Hagee AbmtJ, 
“ had ufurped the government of that Subahdaryj they rcouefhng at 
•• the fame time, that the deputies would entreat their mailer, in the 
“ Emperors name, to fend an army of fuffiaent force to exad the 
•< amoOTt of the Cbout that was due to them, and alfo to take the heads 
“ of Allavtrdy and his brother, and reftore the family of Sujah Khawn to 
" the SubahituR, as (he diftraftcd ftatc of the empire put it out of his 
“ power to fend a force ftrong enough to reduce the two rebels ‘ 

Thus power was given to the Marahtahs by a real Mogul, upon the 
lofs of the Ddckhan, to levy them tribute on the Bengal proraces, m 
lieu of what they had recci'cd as their Qhout from the D^ckhan reve- 
nues But the truth was, the revenues of both Snbahs were alike loft 
to the Mo^ , fo that his mimftcrs may be fuppofed to have given fuch 
an anfwer merely to get nd of a troublefome demand, though even 
made without lufhce Hoivcver, the Marahtahs accroted of the tranf- 
ferred pledge, with the jcrvice annexed to it, which ^d the app^M 
of givme them likewife a new utle to their Cbmti and they accordingly 
priieed^ to aft from thofe powers 

«ehtv thouland horfc was expediboufly fent by them into the B^gal 
under the command^ Bojkbar Pundit, who. after cxplain- 


orovinccs, under the commana or joojKoar 

mg the nature of his powers U, demanded of the ufurper, Maverdy 

t IiiP pas' io5 

Kbarjtn, 


* HoiTvau.’* HiCToaiCAL EtSkti Part I jaso 104— 107 
J I»ID pga loS-aod 109 I l»io F'E' *'3 
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KbiJion, '' Three years ai rears of the Chouf^ the tieafures of the two late 
Subahdars, and that in futmc an ofliccr of their own fliould have a 
fcatjn every cntcheriy thiongliont the pi evinces, to colledl the fourth 
** part of the revenues on then behalf.” 

Thefe demands being lefufcd with extreme indignation, preparations 
were of courfc made for a dccifion by aims. The lirfl: conlequence of 
wliich was, tliat /ilbrjcrdy found himfclf in fo dangerous a fituation, 
as, with twenty-five thouland Patan and Bengal foldiers, to be necefli- 
tated to force his way defpcratcly through the whole Marahtali army, 
and make a fighting retreat from Burdwan to the oppofite fide of the 
fiver at Cutwah ; ^vhich lie cflcdcd in three days, with the lofs of all his 
men, except fivc-and -twenty hundred Patans and fifteen bundled of Ills 
Bengal forces. 

During tlie continuation of this war, which was to the latter end of 
the year 1747, one of the brothers, Hagee Ahmed, was put to death in 
a very ciucl and ignominious manner. The other, Allavcrdy Kbawnp 
though not unfuccefsful in the field, after performing many exti aordinary 
exploits, from inimenfc profufions of blood and treafure, found it necef- 
fary to purchafe peace of the Marahtahs with the ceflion of Cuttack, and 
tlie payment of an annual C/jout of twelve lacks of rupees. 

The Englifli Eaft India Company have fince got pofieffion of Bengal 
Baliar, and fo much of Orifla as had been preferved by the latter Na- 
b6bs j and there have been negociations enteied into by their fervants 
with the Marahtah Rajahs, particularly Janoogee and Ragoonaut Row> 
concerning the C/jouf j the latter of whom, the Court of Directors were 
informed from their Prefident and Council in Bengal, under date of 
the 5th January 1768, had afiembled an army at Berar , and, by dif- 
patches of the 2gth of the following montli they, were faither advifed, 
that The Prefident, fince Mahomed Reza Khawn’s ai rival in Calcutta, 
“ had- in conjunction with that mimfter, had feveral conferences with 
the Marahtah Vakeel on the fubjeCt, who afiured them, that hiS 
“ matter would not lilten to any accommodation for the cefiion of Cut- 
“ tack and confideration for' the Choiit, on any other terms than the 
‘‘ annual payment of •f* Jixteen lacks of rupees, to be accounted for front 
P the time the Company took charge of the Dewannee of thofe provinces, 
and the feleCt Committee on their behalf, to be guarantees for the Na- 
boF s faithful performance of the treaty. In fupport of the propriety 
of thefe demands, he recited the promife made to liis matter by Mr» 

^ One hundred and fifty thdufand pounds fterhng;. 

Two hundred thoufand pounds flerling. 

[- B ] 
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“ Vanfittatt, m the year 1763, rf faying all arrears of the Cbout, oa 
" condition that he did not join bis forces to the troops of the Nabdir 
“ Cojjim Ally Kiavm , and laid mnch ftrcfa upon the affurancc- givetr 
“ him hy Lord Clrve, that whenever the treaty Ihould be concluded with 
“ them, tie annual fum Jfifalated for Jbould commence from tie fme tie 
“ Company seere tnvfed witlr the Demannee of tie provinces^ After many 
“ debates the Vak^ confented, with alTurances of his mailers concur- 
" rcnce alfo, that the rents which have been coUedled m Onda dunug- 
“ the above period- Ihould be let againll the aunuaL arrears which he dc— 
“ manded 

“ Byfuch an agreement, ’ (proceed the Governor and Council) " and 
“ a proper exammaDon of their accoimts, the arrears will be conliderably 
“ dimimlhcd , and although we mull expefr, from the dillraftcd Hate of 
" the Marahtah government, that they have not collefred the whole 
" amount of the revenues of that provmce, yet we have reaibn to believe, 
“ that under your government, and the imm ediate mlpcillion of your fer- 
" vants, they may m time amount to, if not exceed, the annu d tnbutc 
“ demanded. 

“ As this was a matter which we deemed of the higheft importance, 

' fo It has engaged our moll fenous attention when we conlider the 
*• many benefits which mull naturally refult from thus umting the Com- 
‘ fanys territories on tie coif - 'lotib your valuable pofejfons m Bengal, a Hep 
'• which will complete the cham of your mfiuence and dominions, from the 
“ banks of tie Caramnajfa to tie fartbefi extremity of the coajl of Coro- 
“ mandel, a meafure that mull tend fo greatly to tne prefervation of both 
“ lettlcments, by the mutual fupport which at all times it wdl enable 
“ them to give to each other, the removmg at once every pretence of 
“ the Marahtahs for dillurbing the peace and tranqudlity of thefepro- 
“ vmces, and the fhock it will give to their llrength and power, when- 
“ ever it may be found neceflary to Icparate fo prmcipal a member as- 
“ fanoogee j who, during the whole courfe of his negociations, has ex*- 
“ preflcQ an camell deurc to enter mto an oflenfive and defenfive alb- 
" ance with us all thelc confiderations having been attentively weighed 
and debated in Committee, we refolved to acqutefee m tie propofals 
of the Vakeel, and to bnng the treaty to as Ipeedy a conclufion as 
“ poffible the Prclident has accordingly firaified our alTent in a letter 
to Janoogee, and has requefted of the Nab6b to agree to it on its 

“ P‘‘’'‘ 1- , t. 

Thns we fee negociations were long ago on the carpet betucen the 

Marahtahs and the Engldh Eall India Company, not only for the re- 
cfiabldhment of their Cbout, or tribute, but even for thcpavment of 

arrears 
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arrears from tlie time of our acquiring thofe territories. What has been 
farther done in thelc matters, we pretend not to fay but we know it is 
faid in India, and has been /afefy written fi om thence hither, that there 
arc important points 'ichich the Marabtabs have in vicw^ and that they 'ivi/l 
perfcvcrc in the purfuit of them. 

The Maialitahs arc in polleiTion of a very exteniive countiy, and their 
hufbandmen and manufadlurers arc on their military, or rathei mihtia- 
cftabliflimcnt. Being all bred to arms, and heretofore entirely cavalry, 
they arc enterpriiing Jiom long piaiflicc, and ever ready to march out of 
their country to ravage the tciritorics of, or impofe tributes on their 
neighbours, or for any other purpofe. Being ferocious and rapacious, 
they arc naturally cruel ; infomuch that they maim and murder as well as 
fpoil, and often torture to extort difcoverics, when they think treafures are 
concealed. 

It has already been flicwn, they long ago were very formidable ; but 
they are grown much more fo of late. In their expedition already 
mentioned againft AUanicrdy Khawiit in the year 1742, they almofl 
inftantly marched an army of eighty thoufmd horfe into the Bengal 
provinces : the remains of which being obliged to retire the next 
year into their own country, two more armies, each of J fixty thou- 
kind horfe, were diredly font on the fame fervice ; and their point was 
at laft carried. What they have long proved themfelves by practice, 
they are now univerfally acknowledged to be, by far the moft powerful 
of all the Hindoo nations. They have fliewn they are greatly an over- 
match for Hyder Ally j and as of late years tliey have been forming an 
infantry, which muft be a legular force, Ihould they make it but -to- 
lerably numerous and well difciplmed, they will be foon able at any 
time .to fwell their numbers to what degree they pleafe, as there are ]| 
fuppofed to be no lefs than one fqurth part of the natives of HindoMn, 
taking the country throughout, that are foldiers of fortune ^ who, 
from ill pay and difcontent, will be ever ready to join them in any 
undertaking § from which advantage can be hoped ; fo that a great mi- 
litary power in India may at any time be foon formed : it £hould there- 

\ 

* See Holwell’s Historical Events, Parti, pa^es 134, .and 135 

f Ibid page no. - " 

j Ibid, page 136. 

j| Dow’s Hindostan, Vol. II page 402 fecond edition 

^ ThiSf hath been the real cafe for ages paft, wheneverthe Mafahtahs made fudden expeditions 
for plunder It appears by no means improbable, that the very terms now jn general ufe of 
Ti^arauderzxvi Maraudings are derived from the Marahtali name, as they are expreflive of^Marahtah 
pradlice , efpecially as the Portugueze grofs term of rcprozch^' Mar oto^ which may beronftrued 
to mean a fturdy, defperate vagrant, appears to have been an early corrupt importation from 
the coaft of Malabar, 

£ B 2 ] fore 
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fore be hoped, that the rulmg powers m this kingdom will be always 
greatly on their guard, left an ignorant pr iniquitou? adminiftrabon of 
power in India Ihould facnfice advantages that may be but ill eftimated at 
prcfent here, but w^uch might be loon made of the utmoflr importance: 
to the Hate 

No rational doubt can be entertamed, from the plunders and" mifenes 
which they have eipenenccd from frequent changes of maftcrSi and the- 
entire want of legal protciftion and jultice, but that all the moll valuable- 
people in the Bengal provmces, who are the hulbandmen and manufac- 
turers, would qmedy fubmit to any government that had but the virtue 
Jo treat them with humamty, and patiently labour on, fo long as they 
find thcmfelves able by thiir indullry to fuofift But whenever that end. 
can be no longer obtamable by, fiich means, they mnft and certainly will' 
feek refuge from mtolerable rnifcry by any kind of defpcration 

The finglc objefr: which an opprefled people ever have m view, is to 
free themfeLves by any means from the prefent tyranny which they fufier, 
with trulling to chance for whatever may follow and we Ihould he ex- 
tremely weak to fuppolc the people of Bengal can ever want inlhgators to, 
or fupportets m a revolt Thofe poffeffions are envied Great Bntam alike 
by the powers of Europe and Ada } who will not fcniple, either feparately 
or conjomtly, by any means whatever, to depnve her of acquiiitions of fuch 
mfimte importance^ 

Thus eindently doth it appear, that there is a native power now m India 
which may be conCdered as great, and at this very time extremely for-' 
midablc to the Company , bemg mailers of a great part of India, and by 
late acquilioon m aSual poflelfion of the greater part of Onlla, which 
they now hold as a pledge, and which, to be re-obtained, mull in elTca 
he purchafed by the payment of arrears j and the Company s fervants 
mull hkewife be furetics for the pyment of an, annual tribute in future of 
/•wo bimirei tboufand founds, only becaufe demanded of them by a neigh- 
bouring Indian_nation 

Such IS the prcfent Hate of the Bntilli donunions in Bengal’, cntrullcd 
to the care of the Fall India Company, whofe government there is ren- 
dcrcd'hatcTul to the natives by opprellions, has occalioned defertions of 
many of the people, is m general odious in India, dil^lling to and en- 
vied by many of the powers of Europe, and tyrannical in the extreme to- 
wards their refident Icllow-fubjcils from all which circumllances, let the 
mpartial and judicious be judges of the degree of fecunty the Hate cm, 
haie m thofe pofleflions, Ihould oppreffivc condufl and ill policy be 
longer fuffcred.to prevail 
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CHAP. II. 

1 »- 

On the mogul EMPIRE, before the INVASION of 

NADER SHAH. 

T CEMOOR BEG, called Tcemoor Lung, or Tanierlane, in- 

vaded Hmdoftan about the 1397th year of Chrift, or the 800th of 
tb-C Higera, where he was guilty of abundant ravages' and murders ; but 
foon retired to his own country, and never vifited India more. 

It was not till about the year 1 5^5, that Baber, one of his defcendants, 
got poffeflion of Dehly, feated himfelf on the throne of Hmdoftan, and 
properly eftablifhed. the Mogul empire in India 3 the duration of which has 
not much exceeded two hundred years, with various degrees of fortune, 
figure, and profpeiity. 

The principles of the Mogul government were however fo moderate* 
- and mild, tliat while the empire did continue 'to flourilh, it certainly 
mult have been more owing to the prejudices and peculiarities ' ofi the 
people, than to any faults in their rulers, that tliey did not grow power- 
ful in proportion to their prolp'erity. As the Couif of Dehly always ap- 
peared'^ ready to give every kind of encouragement to the commercials 
intercourfes of odder nations with the natives of Hindoftan, we may 
reafonably fuppofe they would have been equally ready to favour any 
commerce, which their own fubjedls had difcovered an. inclination to 
' prqfecute with diftant countries,, elpecially as all fcruples of a rehgious 
nature mufl: have been entirely out of the queftioiL: for the Chrifiian. 
could not have been more offenfive than the Hindoo religion to a Ma- 
homedan government. But indeed it does not appear, _ that they ever 
much concerned themfelves about the religion^ either of their own In- 
dian fubjedts, or of thofe who. traded with. them'. All people who went 
to deal in India' found welcome and indulgence from the Sovereigns of 
the country : from v/hich pradtice we may infer, that they would as 
willingly have encouraged a fjpirit of Commerce as of manufadluring in. 
the natives of India 5 to* which they probably had not ' unfrequently 
been invited by the- fovereigns of many other countries. Such was at 
leaft the cafe with refpedl to England 5 for both Queen Elizabeth and 
her fucceflbr did give them fuch encouragement. And as fuch would 
have been; the heft means that could be devifed for eftablifliing in their 
country a maritime power, which muft equally have added to their po- 
litical-importance and national ftrength, (,both of which were always 

favourite. 

f > 



CONSIDERATION'S 


1^4 


rfavounte objcfts to Mabomedan governments) they would from policy 
have been mclmed to favour iuch undertakings And we may the 
more readily fuppofe them capable, of comprehending a fvllcm of policy 
like this, as -w4 know their nght ideas of the advantages refulting from 
inanufadtoing, Tiriuced them to give every encouragement to the pra&cc, 
even m fome mllances, confiderably to the leflenmg of their own revenues 
by fo doing 

The lands of HindoMn wete principally the property of the Moguls, 
and almoll: the, whole of their inoomearole from the rents of them, the 
jell: of their revenues confilhng of little elfe than a few low-rated port 
and inland dunes Yet lb very attenuve were they always to the ma- 
nufafturing intereft, and of courfe to the welfare and profperity of their 
neople, that in the profperous tunes of the Mogul government, the rents 
of their lands ncre always kept eitremely low, though of late years the 
rates • of them may at dead in Bengal he fuppofed to have doubled The 
ancient laws of Hmdofiin indeed prohibitea any advancement of the rents 
xif the lands on thofe who really occupied them , nor could the agreements 
be violated that were made with fuch tenants, fo long as they continued 
the regular piwment of their rents which filre^ may be conddered as 
remarkable mfances of royal attention to the welfare of the date, the hap- 
pinefs and effisaual proteftion of the people, and of extraordinary mode- 
ration in a government that was de%jtic, elpecially in fo interring an 
objeift as that of the revenue, and even the pnacipil part of it for thofe 
rents were made to anfwer almoll every purpofe of taxation for fupporting 
the efbbhibments of a Iplcndid court and great empire . Such was the 
wife and , benignant internal pohey, and fuch were thfc humane and juft 
laws of the Mogul government 

1^ fuch judicious regulations, providons were rendered -cheap and 
as there were no kinds of bnrthenfome levies on the people of Hin- 
doftdn, the rates of all labour were confequently very low j fo that ma- 
nufaflures tverc thereby made fo favourable m prices, that thiy forced 
their own dale in the remoteft regions of the globe , which caufed fuch 
treafurcs to ftream from .all quarters mto thofe countries that produced 
them, as kept Hmdoftan enriched, beyond comparative example in the 
records of time A quick fucceflion, however, of rapacious roafters 


• Sn a LtTrrt from Mr Svicsj toticSiuicr CoMUiTTisit Caicdtta.Nd XXXIX. 
in the lU-PXNDii, page 140 An! Iikewife Mr Holw III. • LtTTiR to the Boa»p ofDiuc- 
«R. m Lowook TlateJ December 1765 HirroRicAt EvisTi, Parti page 

It mlT be proper ]uft to menuon here wSit will be enlarged on hcreafteri that there were two 
Kara 0/ paring Vbhre rentr, accotding to flipuJaliona. One ly a rjoein monep^ 
lent la ntnr pa/d m thu kingdom 1 the other hg a part of thejirodufla ofJanda, paid Jn monej, 
according to tfacrato of the niarlccti when due. jjDCC 
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fince, with a total change of policy and pradice,, have of late yeai s been as 
rapidly impoverifliing thofe countries again. 

So likewife, in order to encourage the purchafe of fuch manufadures, 
tliofe Princes manifefled equal wifdom and generofity in granting to foreign 
traders tlieir royal firmauns of exemption from the payment of all 
duties 5 which was leffenmg another branch of the revenue, for the gene- 
rous purpofe of promoting public profperity, and the reverfe of what was 
ever pradifed eitlier by ignoiance or tyranny. 

It muft then have been the fault of the Hindoo people, and not of their 
Mahomedan government, that India did not many ages pad: figure as much 
in commerce abroad as m manufaduring at home ; and fire would thereby 
not only have acquired the valuable arts of the wefiern nations, of many of 
which file is yet much in want, but likewife what would have been above 
all, probably fuch maritime power -f* as might have efifedually proteded 
her againfi: any nation on that element. - . 

But 


♦ Exemptions from fuoh duties, to favour a beneficial trade that was carried on by foreigners^ 
were certainly wife mcafures , as were likewife the fixing of low import-duties on things necef-" 
fary or ufcful , and more efpecially when they ferved to promote a mutual traffic, which, upon the 
whole, had been experienced to be extremely profitable. But on the contrary, no hing can be, 
more abfurd than to value a trade, however lofing'on the balance, for the import-duties, or in- 
ternal taxes which it is made to occafion confumers to pay , becaufe direct or indireil national 
profit fhould be- the only public end in view, from cither profccuting or encouraging any kind' 
of foreign commerce. 

Yet It has not been uncommon to hear the value of the India trade of this kingdom eftimated 
by the duties and taxes which government has been enabled to levy on fuch commodities, imported 
from Afia to be confumed tn this country j which is judging contrary to every principle of found' 
policy. Suppofe, for example, we paid yearly a million balance to India, for tea, coffee, calli- 
coes^ muflins, wrought filks, and other articles of luxury which wc could well do without, in > 
order to enable government annually to raife two millions by taxes on the people , government 
would, in fuch cafe, be aftually' purchafing thofe powers of taxation at fifty per cent, lofs to the 
ftate, befides injuring the induftry of the nation, in an equal degree for manufadlures to anfwer 
all the purpofes of thofe fo imported, and even coffee, might be produced in the Britifh domi- 
nions. As for tea, we had better not confume it at all , becaufe it is expenfive in the purcha/e, and 
many ways hurtful in its ufe. It fhould therefore be thought the reverfe of good policy to en- 
courage unneceffary or pernicious imports, merely for the fake of the duties and taxes on them , 
which are paid by confumers at home j becaufe fo much as the people are able to pay to govern- - 
ment might be drawn from them by means that would neither prove hurtful to themfelves, or 
injurious to the ftate. 

f Had there been ever any material maritime ftrength in India, which v/ould really have been 
contrary to the genius of that country, it muft have been impoffible for the Portugueze either to 
have acquired or kept poffeffion of the territories which they fo long held in Hindoftanj for they ^ 
were always in a ftate of religious war with the natives, and never able to fupporta confiderable 
mvy. And yet, that they did lofe their fuperiority in Afia at laft, was in no degree owing to any , 
power in the Indians, but to their fubjugation to Spain, with which nation the Dutch were 
'then defperately contending even for cxiftence as a people. Perhaps the greateft maritime power 

ever 
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But fo entirely did -the principles' and manners of the Hindoos pfd-. 
1 cut their viliting foreign counfnes, ihaff not ohfp all their diftant mi- 
ntime commerce, but even their traffic by carats from the back parts 
of thei'r own country, together with molt of then" coalhng, and much 
of their ihlaird trade, 'frere profecuted by foreigners to which caufes 
mull have bden greatly owing their wcaknels in paft tim4s, and their 
prefent mifcrable fubjugation to a body of tlic tradmg fu^edls of one of 
the moll: diftantly-fituated potentates On the globe Indeed a free in- 
tercourfe with reniote countries would not have lefs tended to fttengthen 
them as a military than a maritime power, bccaufe all the great im- 
provements which, in late ages, have been made in tke art of war, were 
of European mvention, as hath likewifc been the cafe with relped to other 
ufeful arts 

To the pecuhar religious principles and confequent referved manners of 
the people, therefore, may M attributed the contmlial weaknefs of Hm- 
doftan , and to the cxccfs of their extreme delpotifm has been owing 
the mftabdity of their governments Tyranny was nevSr long fecurc 
in any country but Germany and there, by compaft, it has been ren- 
dered conifatutional a confederacy of mihtaiy defpots having engaged to 
be the fupporters of each other. 

Wealth in other countnes is tifually conlidered as the foundation of 
power j but in HindolHn it has proved otherwife it has there rather, 
been the fource of weaknefs The very idea of delpoulin with nches, is 
apt to occalioni indolence and with great delegated power fervants, 
loon grow to be mafters of thofe whom they appear to obey j of which 
the Hifrory of HindolUn abounds with ftnkmg examples But that the 
Mogul empire, m the days of its (plcndor, was one of the moft extenfive 
and nch that the world has ever known, was always believed, and of 
late has been made eiident by many writers, from indilputable au- 
thonties 

The moft authentic account that has heen pubhffied of the revenues 
of this empire, while m its flounlhmg Hate bclore the mvafion of Nader 
Shah, IS of the reign of the Emperor Aurengzebc •, who died in the 
year i yoy j when the annual revenues arc Ipccified to have amounted to 

ever belonging to HindotUn ttm that of yAr^rw, who (u Grofc Infonnj ni In hlj vojageto 
India page 13a) hid the piefumplion to demand a pearly tribute of lwd«c beka of nipetj, 
or an hundred and fifty thoufind poundi fletling, from the EngliOl company, to let their flupi 
pifi uhmolcflcd and we faw hit whole power very fpeedily and efiVfhially deflroyed during 
the late war by Admiral Watfon, with but few flnpa 

* See Mr Jauii fxAlUi’a Hisroax of the Moool EMTUtoai, page 33. 
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thirty'-feven millions, feven hundred twenty-four thoufand, fix hundred 
and fifteen pounds fi;erling% tlie Subahs, or gi eater governments being 
lated as follows. 


Subahs, 

Dams. 

Dehly 

1,221,950,137 

Agra 

1,146,760,157 

Azmeer 

652j345’362 

Illahabad 

45^^543*248 

Panjab 

826,132,107 

Audih, or Owd 

322,327,829 

Multan 

214,442,936 

Cabool 

161,039,354 

Caibmeer 

229,911,397 

'Guzeiat 

607,849,135 

Bengal 

524,636,240 L. 

Baha'r 

407,161,000 

Orissa 

142,820,000 

Scind . 

91,816,810 

Dowlatabad 

1,034,945,100 

Malva 

403,901,658 

Berar 

614,025,000 ' 

Kbandeifll - 

448,630,000 

Bedr 

372,974,370 

Hyderabad 

1, 1 13,360,000 

Vizapore 

1,078,305,000 


Dams-f 12,071,876,840 


Pounds Sterling. 
3,818,594 3 6 

3,583,625 10 o 
2^03^^579 5 o 
1,426,697 13 o 
2,581,661 16 8 
1,007,274 10 o 

3 ^ 

503,248 o o 
718,473 2 4 

1,899,529 3 6‘ 

1,639,488 5 o 

1,272,378 2 6 


2,911,866 7 6 

446,312 10 O 3>358,J78 17 6 

■ 286,927 10 o 

^ 3,234,203 9 o 

1.262,192 13 6 
1,918,828 2 6 

1,401,969 o o 
- i>i 65,545 o o 

3^479^250 o O' 

3^369,703 2 6 


L. Sterling 37,724,615 2 6 


Every perfon well acquainted with Hindofian will allow, if the above 
fum found its way into the King’s treafiiry at Dehly, that it may, with 
great moderation, be admitted, twice that fum at lead; was collected from 
the tenants, or huibandmen, as will be made to appear evident to. the 

* In the account of the embafly of Captain ^Villiam Hawkins to" Dehly, it appears the 
yearly revenue of the Mogul, Shah Seleem, fon and fucceflbr of the great Akbur, in the year 
1610, was rated at fifty millions fteriing , and Sir Thomas Roe, another of King James’s am- 
bafladors to the Mogul, afterwards confirmed that eftimation . but the provinces which were 
then polTefied by the Mogul are not enumerated. See Purchas’s Pilgrimes, printed at London 

' 1625 and 1626. . 1-1- i 

f The land revenues were competed at the court of Dehly by dams, which are here reckon- 
ed, according to Mr Frafer, at forty for each ftandard, or ficca rupee, and each rupee at two 
I fliillings and fix-pence. 


r -n 
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reader m a foUoning chapter, whrch rrill treat of the revenues and me- 
thods of colledhng them in thofc countries 

Mr Holwell, formerly Governor of Bengal •, aflerts, that “ the rc- 
\ enues of the lands afe very nearly in a quadruple proportion to the 
“-rints of them We are therefore certainly- feciife in eftunatmg them 
at only half that value, by which calculation wchaie the fum given 
us of upwards of fcvcnt^-fiic millions four, hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling, for the annual produce of the formed lands of the Mogul em- 
pire m Hmdoftdn about the year 1707 

In further proof of the late grandeur of dus empire, it will not be 
foreign to our purpofe to put the reader m mind of fomc circumftances, 
as rdated by fathers -}-, attending Nader Shah s invalion of Dehly about 
the begmnmg of the year 1739 

The throne of the then emperor, Mahomed Shah, known through- 
out Hmdoftin by the name of 'tukbte-T'aoos, or the Peacock Throne, 
as taken b^ that invaderf tvas valued at ten crorcs of rupees, or about 
twelve mdlions and a half llcrhng, which, together with the other re- 
galia, treafure and valuables that Nader and his nobles earned away 
with them, amounted, m the whole, to no lefs than from ftventy to 
eighty mdhons ftirlmg The computation of the damage otherwife 
done to the capital and its inhabitants ron this occahon would foarcely 
be believed, if it was not fo well vouched by Mr Frafer in his tranda- 
tion of Mirza Zuman of Dehly s very particular journal of the tranfofh- 
ons of that penod, and alfo by the concurrent telhmomcs of many re- 
putable perfons ftdlhviDgun Hindohfin i 

The Jbregoing particulars, it is hoped, will be deemed fulHcicnt for 
our prefent purpole of fliewing, in a compendious view, what have been 
the revenues and fplendor of this empire, even at fo late a penod of 
time as hath been mentioned If any one would wifh to fee a more 
particular account of the fichfes and magnificence of the court of Dehly, 
when m its prolpenty, let him read the accounts of Monficur Bcmicr J, 
who was an cye-witnefs of what he relates of Aurengaebe s court 

With refpeft to the ftatc of Julbce in the Hindoo goiernments, wc 
might be induced to form the moft romantic notion of it from the inge- 
nious performance of the wntcr before quoted, who, from having been 
many years in the Eaft India Company s fervicc, and for fomc time tlicir 


< HijToaiCAi. Etshts, Plrt ] psacaiy By ItrtoniH 11 hcretnrtnl ibefum pld tothe 
foTcrclEn 1 ind bv Rnu, the fuel collcaed from the original cultivator of the foil 

+ S-e Dotv I HlNlKUTAtt, the firft edition, page j5 of the /fyjumCx and OaMU ikdoj- 
TAN page aj of the UlficrtatioB See alfo hiTraei EDiaiAHTtf, Earn edition 1741, 
VoUaji 444 45^* 

X VoYAOtt del'll AiffOJi Beihier, printed at ioo^. 
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Governor in BengaU inight reafonably be fuppofed to have had good 
intelligence. Spealcing of Biffenpoi^e, the dominions of Gopaul Sing, a 
Rajali to the wefhvard of Burdv 4 n, who was tlicn faid to have pie- 
ferved the antient independence of his countiy. Mi. Holwell fays 
In this diflndl are the only veftiges of the beauty, purity, piety, re- 
gularity, equity and ftridtnefs of the ancient HmdoJia?i government. 
Here the property as ^vell as the liberty of the people are inviolate. 
Here no robberies aie he.^rd of, eitlier private or public: the tia- 
veller, either '^vitli or without merchandize, on his entering this dif- 
tridt, becomes the immediate caie of the government, Vvdiich allots 
him guards, without any cxpence, to condutft him from ftage to 
Rage I and thefe arc accountable for the accommodation of his per- 
fon and effedts,” &c. See. 

But whatever may have been the ancient flate of that country, there 
are others in England who have long i elided m many parts of India, 
and do not remember ever to have fceji m any part of Modern Htndojidn, 
which tliey have traverfed, fo much as one example of fuch purity of 
manners as this gentleman here mentions though; from evidence tliat 
Ihould be thought indifputable, it may be admitted, that there is no 
reafon to think die natives of HmdoRan have not in former times been 
as virtuous and happy as any people whomfoever. 

With regard to later times, another modern, writer on this fubjedt, 
allures us -f, that the laws of Hindoftan were wifely inftituted as bar- 
riers againfb opprellion, and continued in force till' the invalion of 
“ -Nader Shah ; till when there was fcarce a better adminiftered govern-^ 
ment in the world. The manufadlures, commerce and agriculture 
flourillied exceedingly 5 and none felt the hand of opprellion, but 
thofe who were dangerous by dieir wealth or power. For, till wtthtn 
thefe very few years, merchants were no where better protedted, 'nor 
more at their eafe than under this government : nor is there a part of 
the world where arts and agriculture have been, more cultivated, of 
“ which the vad; plenty and variety of manufadlures, and the rich 
merchants were proofs fufficient.” 

During the Mogul government, though they had no laws in Hin- 
dollan lilce Englilh adls of parliament, they had various books, written 
by learned and religious men, containing colledhons of the Mahomedan 
immemorial ufages and culloms, founded on reafon' and the Koran; 
which, as in other countries, may be properly called their civil and 

i ^ I 

* 'Holwell’s Historical Events, Part! pages 198 and 199 
t Luke Scrafton’s Reflections' on the Government of Hmdoftan. Printed 1770, 
pages 24^^25 and 26. 

[ .C 2 ] ' . religious 
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relmoTis laws , particularly thofc wntten, or compaed by Baba al Deen 
Mahomed Aumly, Malck Shafee, Hanbal, and Abul Haneefaj by 
which the officers of the government were nfoaUy guided m their deci- 
fions In cafes not capital or cnmmal, where Hindoos, or Gentoos ' 
alone were concerned, particularly in afiatrs of their calls, or tnbes, 
which arc of the moll confcqucncc to Hmdoos, the matters (excepting 
where the^Mahomedan Gov emor or the KSzy were more than ordinarily 
bigottcd) were generally left to their own Brahmins to be decided ac- 
cording to their Shiftros, or ancmt Scriptures, of which, as before 
obferved, we have but bttlc knowledge , and, upon dccidon, a certain, 
duty or fine was levied for the government 

The tcnaciouCiefs of the Hindoos to their own ancient cuftoms forced 
the new comers to this expedient f for as, on the one hand, it was im- 
poffible that Mahomedans could conform to the cuftoms of the Hmdoos^ 
fo, on the other, it was equally rmpoffiblc for the Hindoos, from the 
peculianUcs of their own civil and religions'conftituuon, to adopt the 
manners and cuftoms of the Mahomedans, or to receive tliofc mvaders 
into then- cafts or tribes But whatever c,rpedicnt might have been 
adopted to leflen the great confiifion and difordcr which muft naturally 
have been introduced on the mixture of two nations fo nidel) difiercnt 
in every religious and pohtjcal fentiment, it is certain, as we may judge 
frnm pre/ent expencnce, that nothmg could prevent therefrom a cor- 
ruption of manners 

All the offices and forms 6f government at the Court of HmdoftSn, 
dunng the empire of the Moguls, have ever been imitations of the 
Perfian, as the names of them evmccj to the keepmg up of which, the- 
conftant ingrels of adventurers from that kmgdom, who generally met 
with a favourable reception at Dchly, muft greatly have contributed! 
Thofe, therefore, who arc defirous of knowing what the HindoftSn 
government, as inftitutcd by the Moguls, ihould be, if the original vvere 
well imitated, may fee it in the Chevalier Cbardms* vciy particular 
account of Perfia 

HwJtflSn IS in many places greatly favoured by nature for commer- 
cial advantages j and the pronnccs of Bengal, which are the more 
immediate objcdls of our confiderations, above all others This Subah 
of the empire, which was emphatically ftJed by the Emperor Aureng- 
zebe, ^be Faradife of Nations, fpontaneonfiy produces, in great abun- 
dance, almoft every thing requifitc for the ftipport and even high enjoy- 
ment of mankind No country can be better watered, by a variety of 

• VoTaM en Perfc da Chnrslicr Cbirdln 

- ' coifiderahle 
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cotiliderable flreams falling into or from the great rivers Ftidda and 
BniJihaputrey which render the inland navigation very extenfive and 
convenient for the purpofes of trade -f*. This great facility of obtaining 
water, and the natural feitility of the foil, eveiy where aflifted by the 
periodical rains from May to September, render the cultivation of ,the 
earth an inviting talk, and fo eafy as to afford the hufbandman great 
leifure for application even to the arts of manufadturing. 

Dehly, without the aid of filver or gold' mines, was in her times of 
profperity a receptacle into which the gold and filver of the greatefl 
part of the world had been flowing by regular channels for ages, till 
foreign invaders interrupted its courfes. This 'great influx of wealth 
was owing, firft, to the extraordinary fiuitfulnefs of the dependent do- 
minions fecondly, to the fober induflry of die inhabitants, either ap- 
plied to agriculture, which was greatly encouraged, or to manufacturing 
thofe commodities which have for many ages been in edeem throughout 
the worlds- and, diirdly, to the drong" protection that was granted to^ 
merchants. 

The encouragement of foreign and domedic trade was moie particu- 
larly necedary in the Subah of Bengal, which, not containing mines oC 
diamonds, gold, or filver, depended folely upon its manufactories for 
that very large balance of trade in its favour, which alone could enable it 
to pay fo confiderable a tribute, as hath been d^ewn, annually to the 
couit of Dehly. Accordingly, as Mr. Scrafton. hath expreffed it, till 
“ of late years f inconceivable numbers of merchants, from all' parts of 
Afia in general, as well as from the red of Hindodan in particular, fome- 
times in bodies of many dtoufands at a time, were ufed annually to re- 
fort to^ Bengal with litde elfe than ready money, or bills, to purchafe the 
produce of thofe provinces. The caufes and effeCts of the unfortunate 
fadure of fuch commerce fince, will hereafter be ihade appear.. 

t The Indians of Bengal formerly carried on a confidefable trade by fea, and had fonie foi t 
of maritime power, as we read m many parts of Purchas’s Colleilion particularly, in the 
year 1607, an account is given of a fleet from the King of Bengal having invaded the Mal- 
divia Iflands It is moft probable that this fleet was compofed only of coafling boats, fuch as 
are jflill built in fome parts of the Bay. But whatever might be the ftate of fuch navies here- 
tofore, It IS certain that the Indians have not loured in the rnaritime way fince the Portu- 
gueze found their way among them round the Cape of Good Hope However, the late 
Angria, whom we have before mentioned, .at Ghena on the Coaft of Malabar, gave many 
fignal proofs of what might be done, even by an Indian navy, in Indian feas, under the direc- 
tion of only one able man , and our Eaft India Company may perhaps repent the furrender of 
that port, which they fo imprudently and eafily gave.up to the Marahtahs. 
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CHAP m 

On the State of HINDOSTAN, Unce the total ^bbversion 
of the EMP IRE , and the prefent condition of the Prince tihom 
we now call the GREAT MOGUL* 

A fter the piaurc exhibited in the preceding chapter, nothing 
can afford a more ftnking example of the inffability of human 
power than the contrail which will appear m this 

From authors who have particularly treated of this fubjeft, it is too 
well known to need bemg enlarged upon here, that after the inyalion 
of Nader Shah, in the year 1739, an Imbecihty fucceeded, which foon 
dilmembcred the empire, under the tlien Emperor Mahomed Shah 
E\ery Subahd 4 r, or^vemorof a provmce, regardlefs of the Firmauns 
from the Court of Dehly -f-, fet up for himiclf, and murderers and 
ufurpers foon abolilhed all laws and cllabhlhed ufages, and Ipread dc- 
vallation and mifery throughout the empire “ The J country was 
“ now tom to pieces by avil wars, and groaned under every fpecies 
" of domellic confiifion Villany was prafiifcd m every form ; all 
•' law and religion were trodden under foot the bands of private 
" fnendlhips and connedhons, as well as of fociety and government, 
‘‘ were broken , and every individual, as if amid/l a foreft of wild 
“ beaffs, could rely upon nothmg but the ftrength of his own arm 
From the time of the Emperor Aurengzebe, there had been many 
pnnees of the blood kept m pnfon at Dehly, from whence, in fuc- 
ceedmg times, they were fometimcs taken out and raifcd to nominal dig- 
mties, only to be made ufe of upon occaCon, as the ufurpers found 
convenient 5 for their own ambitious vrewsj and m this imbcalc Hate 

! • We mate ufe of thil titjc u being belt known in£uropc, tho It ippean to bive been 
odopted on no other iutbonty than that of the French mlffionanci, who, in the firft ^bh 
entjoni of their travclj to the Eitt, hare been pleafed to Ilile him the Grand Mogul There 
la not the fan^ion of an) authontr for i^ from aOT appellation or utle at any time thij 
monarch In the empire, udicre he 11 called limply Sluh, or Padfliah, in Perhan mcaningKmg 
t The Mogul! hare at different timer refided at other favountc ciucj, u Airoeer, Ca 
nouK, Agra, and Futlchpoor j but the ntcr of coronaihm hare been always performed at 
Dchlr, OJ well ai in general all adla of goremment, PurAat 
J Dow a HlHDoaTAtr Appendix, page 57 

S The Hmdoftannerr hare had frequent examples in Perlia of this treatment of king! for 
pnratc purpofes fioce the time of Nader Shah See LiTTais EnirlANTia, Vol 28 pare 
227, — In a letter from Pere Grimod, dated at lipaban tbe noth Auguft 1750 “Depuiila 
“ roort de Nader Chih, il y a en cinq Roia. tma ont flf maflaerS, le ijuatneme arcugic, 
s! le cinquieme a dtd proclamd depots peu. CTcfl on enfant. II n a fait Rol, dil on que 
*• pour la mdntre ct pour donoer oedGon ^ ctux qui 1 ohfedent dc tirtr dca fommea con 
as Gdcrablesdcsrillcscloigndcs 
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of the government, the Emperors thenifelves became the tool's of their 
own traitorous officers. Thus the Omrah, Gazi al Deen Khawn, who 
was Buckffiy of the empire, or paymafter of the troops, in the, year 
1753, dethroned' his mafter the Emperor Ahmed Shah, who was the 
foil and fucceffor of the before-mentioned Mahomed Shah ; from which 
period] the Mogul empire with the greateft propriety may be confidered 
as totally fubverted and not exifting. From that time, whatever pretend- 
ers tliere have been to tlie title, there has been properly no Emperor ; 
almoft all the provinces which were then tributary to Dehly havmg been 
difunited, and become fo many feparate, independent governments. 

The rebellious Omrah, Gazi al Deen Khawn, after dethroning his So- 
vereign, fenthim to piifon, where the feveral otlier Princes of the royal 
blood were alfo kept confined ; and he afterwards obliged a furgeon who 
had been long in -the EmperoPs fervice, named Yacoob Jan, and who 
is now retained in the employ of Maliomed Reza Khawn at Murilieda- 
bad, to put out his Majefiy’s eyes. 

At the very time this rebel put out his mailer’s eyes, he took another 
Prince, name'd Yaz al Deen, out of pnfon, whom he placed nominally 
upon the throne of Dehly, by the name of Allum Gueer, and after, 
having ufed this prince as an inilrument till he found him grow trouble- 
fome, he then laid a fnare for him, and fome time in the month of De- 
cember 1759, had him aifaffinated. 

After tlie murder of Allum Gueer, the ambitious Gazi al Deen Khawn, 
took another prince out of pnfon, and placed him in like manner on the. 
throne of Dehly, by the name of Shah Jehan ^ but the ambitious views 
of this traitor being defeated on the invalion of the Dehly provinces,, 
engaged in by the Marahtahs in the year 1761, he then thought fit to- 
retire from the feene of public villainy, and fled, into the country of* 
the Jates. ' 

, The mock Emperor, Shah Jehan, having fat in ffiadowy greatnefs but 
a few weeks on the throne of Dehly, was fuddenly depofed, and again 
impnfoned by the conquering Marahtahs ; Vv^ho in his ilead placed on the 
thrown Jewan Bukht theeldeil fon of Ally Gohar, anothei piince 
of the Ime of Tamerlane, whom Gazi al Deen liad, among the refl, kept 
a Rate prifoner. This Prince, Ally Gohar, who is the eldeR fon of 
the before-mentioned Allum"^ Gueer, is the fame whom the Englifli EaR 
India Company afterwards Emperor OF Hindqstan. , ^ 

Akhmet Abdalla, chief of the nation how called Duranmes, or Ab- 
dallas, a native of Candahar, who had raifed himfelf from being- a 
Chubdar of Nader Shah’s, and in the confufion- which enfued upory 

, Nader’s 
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Nader s death, had ufurpcd all the northern provinces ceded to Perlia by 
Mahomed Shah, was at this tune wown very powerful He had already 
once invaded HindoMn, and fought fevcral battles with the MarahtahS, 
•with whom the contention mfadtyvas, who Ihould place a King' on the 
throne of Dehly, as a tool of their Wn Upon his fecond mi-afion of 
Dchly he gave them a total overthrow, on the 8th of February 1760 
but was pTeafed to confirm the appointment made by the Afarahtahs of 
the }oung jewan Bukht to the throne, now orcumlcnbed in authonty 
to th 4 provmccs of Dehly , and after Icttlmg the annual tnbute to be 
paid by the young nomind Kmg, for the provinces thus conferred upon 
him, and puttmg him under the gucrdiardhip of a RdhiUa Chief, one of 
his oum creatures, named Nigib m Dowlah, Abdallah returned to his" 
own country ‘ 

In the mean while, that is, fomc time m the year 1 758, the before- 
mentioned Pnnee, All\ Gohar, had found means to cfcape from the 
prifon m which lie and fcveral brothers had been bom, at Dehly and 
It was hiB good fortune at laft to fall mto better hands than hjs praleccf- 
fors had done, thofe of thd Enghfli Ball India Company But it was 
not, however, till after the unfortunate Pnnee had received many re- 
buffs, and expenenced vanous calamities, that the Enghffi Company 
Condefeended to create bm that Grand Moodj, 

After his efcape frotn pnfoa, he led a vagrant kind of life for about 
nine months, tDl he was drawn mto a fnarc by die famous Gazi a] Dcen, 
and agam confined By an aft of gallantly he freed himfclf from this 
fecond confinement, and fought refuge with a Marahtah Chief, named 
Ittul Row, who proteSed him for forae months, plundering the countiy 
in his name Tired of his fituation with this Chief, he next betook hmi-' 
felf to the before-mentioned Rohilla Chief, Nigib a] Dowlah, at Sccun- 
dra ( who, not choofing to engage m his fehemes, was foon quitted by 
him, and he went over to Sujah al Donlah •, SubahdSr of Owd, who 
alfo preferring the independence which the confufion of the empire had 
given him, made the Pnnee Ally Gohar a fmall prefent, and dcfired 
him to qmt his dominions 

Our wandering Pnnee, who wras alfo known by the name of Shah- 
zadi, dunng the life of hvs father, Allum Guecr, next took refuge with 
Mahomed Kuli Khawn, Nabdb of IllahabJd, with whom he con- 
certed a plan for mvading and taking poffeffion of the temtones of 

• The Cunc who In 1 7^4 woi conquered ond driven out of hii dominiont by the Engidb 
Comiunj, fomc time tefvrc the luiiva] cf Lord Oiee al Calcuua, bj whom he wu it- 
lenrxrdi reJlored. 

Bengal, 
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Bengal, liaving for that purpofe fome time before had the caution private- 
ly to obtain from liis fatlier a grant of tliat Subahfhip, as a royal favour. 

V Accordingly an army of delperate adventurers and difaffecSted Ze- 
mindars being collected together, about the end of December 1758, they 
marched from Illahabad towards Bengal, to take pofTeffion of tnofe pro- 
vinces which, in fadt, the Englifli Eaft India Company’s Governor, 
then Colonel Clive, had in June 1757 t£^en from the Nabob of Bengal,. 
Serajah al Dowlah, and conferred on' one of his officers named Meer 
Jaffier Ally Kh awn. 

Our Prince was very unfuccefsful in this expedition ; and fo little 
refpedt did the Englilh in Bengal hold him in at this period, that Colo- 
nel Clive, at tlic requeft of '^his new made Subahdar Jaffier Ally 
Khawn, maiched to * puniffi thofe Rajahs “ who bad dared to join hvn'* 
The Prince reprefented to the Colonel in a very pathetic letter, that 
he had no intentions againftMeer Jaffier s life or govermne>it- ; that all 
‘‘ he aimed at was an army to make head againft the Vizier ; and that 
‘‘ if it pleafed God to favour his caufe, the Colonel might comniand 
any advantages for the Company or himfelf."’ Colonel Clive having 
communicated this to the Nabob’s fon and minifters, it was on aE 
bands agreed, that ** it would be dangerous to have a Prince of the 
blood in any of the provinces. The Colonel therefore fent back the 
melTenger with a relpeitful letter and a prefent of about one thoufani 
pounds fierling ; which behaviour fo charmed the Prince, that he fent 
word to Colonel Clive he would force himfelf under his protedaon, 
and dare him to deliver him up j but the Colonel was neceffitated to 
anfwer, that he adied under the Suhahddr Jaffier Ally K^awns orders ^ 
and would therefore by no means advife him to put himlelf in his 
power. Whereupon our Prince was obliged to feek fome other refuge ; 
and the Colonel, to intimidate the neighbouring powers from ever 
difturbing the Bengal provinces again, ^thought lit to fhew his refent- 
ment to Sujah al Dowlah (whohadaffifted the Prince) hy reprefen ting 
to him, that as he could not but know the inviolable friendlhip fubr 
lifting between him and Meer Jaffier, he wondered he Ihould pre- 
fume to lend forces into his country, that if he ftill perlifted m 
fentiments of enmity, he ought to own it frankly ; in which cafe he 
(Colonel Clive) would march up again after the rains, and appeal to 
‘‘ the decilion of the fword.” 

It was not convenient to the Englilh in Bengal at this time to ac- 
knowledge the authority of this Prince. It may not however be amifs- 

* See Mr. Luke Scrafton’s Letters, entitled, RtJletiioAs on the Gavezpmhri of Hm- 
Pages j 1 7, nS and ll'9» 

[ D ] . now 
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now to tnrfi our cycS to the other fide oF India; and fee the ufcj- made: 
6f Grand Moguls ^by the Company on the Malabar Coaft, m the cu- 
rious jxafons given by Mr Spcnccrj-aftcrwanls-Govcmor of Bengal, in^n 
apolo^ to The Mo6*ot, (for taking his Mdjeffys pQrt.fand*city of Surat 
m the year J759 an extraCt would do jnjiiflacc tojthc fubjeft, we. 
beg leavtf to refer thOcadcr toT the bottom of the page- for the copyrat 
large of Mr Spencer s ircprcfcntation * to the -Mogul on the occafiont 
Things contmued quJL<it la Bengal for a fliort time, but m the year 
1760 the Pnnee renewed his attempts on thofc provincci, and though 
el t c "T '^0 nil t - I Inu t r ^ 

/^REPl^EsfiNTATloKfhta<lc TttyMocUUbr JoHW^ SPjBKCEr, la behalf fefthcHo-. 
^ \ j houraolc Englifli Eaft Indii Cbmpan), 1/59 

That by virtOe oC ro^l Firmaun® of vour Majklty*i prtdeceJIbh, the EngliOi hitherto 
<‘^cnjoyed|Tivour^t Suraq and earned on thci^ bufineft; in a repnable manner-* tillin^cfc 
*^dayj, that th^ Siddcca ufurpihg on undue authontyin the town, ufe(L|C to the rum ofi^tha 
atyTn gcncWl, ^ pvr Maimj i fuhjtdt ihnr ma2jS^tij/ h 
Ihtj thfn frttetitri ft ftr as It /<sfer awi^ iM /iffts 4f Okt m dirid breach of your Ma- 

* jefty^i Firmaun; -and in Ihdrt, indead of being Ihc protcaorrof the pUc^ betaimo the o;i- 
prdTor* of it to fu ha degree, that the ^ull o:dera-of ) our Alajeily were no way* regarded 
in thii citytyr their mean$j tn 3 ihmgi^were come to thi* pali, that though m confldcnttoti 
« the Ttmihaw I the Siddee waa to profe^ the Bar, m fo ftw be from doing it, that for 

< man7aionthfpa£lalarnfleetofSancrajeePtmf'»('Ha)la}eeJLo^i Naib).endrtly Ihutfut^. 
**i the £tr, u did a lofge [add force by land, to tbe incite delnmeht oCthe place and mbahi- 
** ttnu in eeperal, without the Siddee s int^cring therein^ wtJthtrt wonot^p^^rt^tnU 
irVnv, rto ftmtf^id) and vtgtrtui 'awtfara bad fttn ^ yntc ^ 

<* aij tf^taratl tot tnfyp^ Vt**^ MuJpdmiH ts tit tunh tf yta 3 ‘ prtpbti tvsild hau trtugH 

tt Jhantf In fucli cTrcumtoJicet, oic eyes of the whole towh •• as the only 

‘ perfonj of force fufEdent to Gitc the city from. the calamities that it then felt, and wai ftlll 

* further thrdatened with ; and in confchuchc^^ of their folldtatlons'^/# oUt tbtkgh arr htjmtft 
rir tbtfe farts tf iht wirU' tt trtf; tf trait and mhdandju and wt or} ntf itftrtvrtftainng rr 

** at/rjar'mwtrir/; Tctas all thcinhabitents of tbbplace great and fmal), were cart 

** D^\y d^irosuodt, bad Jprv ttxtfotferribtgttdtf dxplau 1 imite to the General of Bom- 
“ hay on the fab;eQ, in Ciich manner, that at an immenfe cxmocc he fent hither, ,ln Our 
** King 3 fhjpa, a great forccofgood and expencnced mm vrith a large quantity of artillery 
‘ and other warlike florei oC alfforta, with which /Aaur basLtbt bafpintfs tf freturt ffity tt 
“ th* cityt ani^ft U the tkMiSaaVy aid bavt ^rfoard ea ittift ntrrtih ta ;iar Me^j s trdtn 

* tnt^ f 10,-1, tpidytv Maj fig s aasbtxOjljj^tcojs in tttr fnetr te/Z/A# yrr/'rtieJ in thli place 

* asitufed lobe; and pu unB ctnfidtr unEngljfa at drfrtvi tFrrttti'tng pur u-dtri, fuch being 
the intention of the Governor of Bombay and myfelf, wnofc whole power wiU be bfrJ to 

•< mzxnls^niX'hctM^tbaiwthavtpJfffftdtarfthti tf,ftr jaar Majtff, and to piefcrre the 
•» Bar and fra open againft all oppofen an par Uhaif \ for wc Ihall not apply the Tnnkhair 
** )-ou hare granted lor thia puriMfc to othen, u has hitherto b«n the cafe j and jlncc our 
naring done ihU, the eneniiei that furrounded the place both by fra and land to iit great 
** prejudice have been removed We arealwiyi ready for the fafrty of the caflic and dry, 

^ « wim Its inhabitanti, and therefore hope forywrMajeQjf • farourm bchalfof thcHonour- 
'** able EngiiOi Company, for whefrgood frmcca on tnl» occafion 1 mufl refer rour M^efly 
M to the rrprefrntatlcn of the Inhabitants of the placc.^ Sec an A'tnat of the //jrr m inJia, 
by EKhariOvctJtCawinigt, Efcjuire 410 1761, page 3 j 6 


^ TErtmsoc <fTrt7tbted^tbs f-r milattaaMtcf aEntnStvit. 
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'tliey always proved unfiiccefsful, yet they kept the country iti troubles 
For about tliree years , during which time he made feveral other offers 
to the Englifli of carte blanchdi as appears in a letter from Governor 
Holwell who fiicceeded Colonel Clive in Bengal, dated Calcutta, the 
i4tli June, 1760, diredled to the tlien Commander of r the army. . He 
was diflrefled and harraffed to fuch a degree during thefe campaigns^, 
that on the 8th of February 1761, he was obliged to furrender himfelf 
to the Commander of tlie Britifh forces, ' then Major Carnac, at Goyah, 
in the province of Bahar. During his intercourfe with the Englifh,' hav- 
ing received advices from Dehly of the affaffmation of his father Allum 
Gueer^, he made them various otters, and repeated his propofals to iii- 
■duce them to join him in his favourite fcheme of obtaining the throne 
of Dehly j but finding that the Englifh would do nothmg for him, ex- 
cept the farce of their proclaiming, him Emperor at I^atna, he^vas ob- 
liged to feek fome other refuge 5 and. therefore about the 2 iff June 
1761, he took his leave of the Englifh, and that day quitted the.Bahar 
province. But he afterwards had recourfe ' again to the Nabob Sujali 
al Dowlah,^ who, upon this fecond vifit, confined ,him and kept him a 
clofe prifoner, making the fame tool of him as Gazi al Deen, the' Mai ah - 
,tahs and Abdalla. refpedlively had done before of .the other Princes, of 
the blood. , . ^ - 

About the end of the year 1763, the Englifli having expelled jCofilm 
Ally KhavT’n from , the Subahdary of Bengal, that Nabob had retired 
with his treafure and fome. of his adherents into the dominions of Siijah 
al -Dowlah, whom he at length' perfuaded to Join himin an attempt^ to 
recover his lofl Subahfhip. 'Accordingly, in the month - of 'February 
i 764,Sujah al Dowlahcame down with a confiderable force into the pro- 
vince t)f Bahar, and brought our Prince Ally Gohar with him. Tlie 
Englifli army, then unden the command of -"Major Heftor Munro, . met 
them at Buxar, and on. the 23d Odlober 1764, after a very obflinate 
battle, defeated and-purfiied Sujah al Dowlah .into- Ins' owii' dominions; 
In his - flight he left the Pxince behind him, who once more threw, hini- 
felf on the Englifli for protection. , 

The Englifh Eafl:' India Company from this period became pofTefled 
of Our PrinceV and 'they did 'not any longer negleCt-io piofit" byj'tlie 
many examples before, them, of" making ra proper, ufe of hmi._ , It' was 

^ r r '-'f - f j ^ 

* See Mr. Hol-well’s Letufr to -Major Caillaud —India TiaCIs, page 52 — “ The 
fituation of theTnnce at prefent is^uch, that lam fure. he -would readily and thanLfulfy 
hearken to an'^ovelture from us, a'nd withoilt hefitation grant aTrrmaun, appointing the 
Company perpetual Subahdars of the province. His two Firmauns to me, as I before ad- 
“ vifed you, oflFered Carte Blarithe for the Company'-, '■and I'dare fay That to you tvas'bf the 
Xame tenor.” - . r r, J 

. " ' JD zj fortunate 
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forbinale for h 5 n, J&otn ius having at this tunc no liiends to whom Bet 
could have recourfc with reliance tot even mere pcrfonal fafetjvthat there 
could be no neceffity for his being adually confined in fij abjeft a fituationj 
nay hu new guardians^ who in every relp^ treated him. with tftore 
kindnefs than thofe who before had pouellion of him, even allowed 
him, while he continued in thar camp, certam fum.fbr his daily fub- 
fillence From this peood we- fhall give this unfortunate man his newly* 
acqmred titles of Emperor, “ Grand Mogul, ‘^ShAh AUurmthe In-~ 
vincible,” or King of the World 

The Eimlilh were fuccefsful in totally opcllibg the Nabflb, Sujah al 
Dowlah, from his domimons , and while it iras yet uncertain how they 
would difpofe of his country, out Grand Mogul feiit a petition to the 
Peefident and Council at'Bcngali., which was, tranfihittcd to them by 
Major Hedlor Munro, dated from,the camp at Ban/iras, the aad of No-- 
vemher 1764^ of the Company a tranflatiDa,of which, Ac following is an 
exaftcopy 

" If this country is to be kept, pntme-ih polTeffioniof ih andjeavc 
" a fmall detachment of the. troops vTithme, to flicw thatlnm protedfed 
“■ by the Englith, and they fhall beat my expencej that, if any enemy 
“ copies at any time agamfl me, I will make fuch connexions ui the 
*' coiintry, that with, my own troops, and the afore-menctoned final] de- 
“ tachment* will defend, the cotmoy withoukany finthetaffiflance from 
" the Enghfh j and 1 •mtU^pay them of the reoenues (f the auatry -wiat 
“ fuB\ they JbaJl dtmsndyearh If the Englifltwill, contrary to their in- 
" terefl, make peace with the Vmer *, I will go to Ddily f fon-I can- 
“ not thmk of returning again into the hands of a man who has ufcd 
“ me fb ill 1 have no friends 1 depend on more than the Englifh 
“ their former behaviour to me will make me ever refpeX and. regard. 

" them now is their time to be in pofleflloa of a'country abounding 
•* with nehes and tmiaxoiIiJbaUbeJatisJiedvittbtclxittvtrJbareibnfUnfe 
“ of t( Tht Robnias were always enemies to the imperious Vizier 
“ they arc all my fhends ” 

7be Prtjident end Ceunctl ef Ciltutta baroiAg ctnJuUred the Emptnri 
petition, refolvi^ that they would keep a jiart of Snjah al Dmilali s 
dominions fontbe ulc of thcEaftJadia Company, and puthis Majcfly m. 
goflcflion of all the reft Acconlingly a, paper was drawn up, dated 
- December 1761, and lent up to Major Hedlor Munro, Com- 

• Thu maoj Smih tl Dowhh, who, whflB he bad out Grain) Mogul In hu pofleEon, hid 
created hlmfclf Vuier 

manocr 
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iiiander in> Chief of the anny, with orders for' him to get it executed by 
his Majefty. File following is an exadt copy of their tranflation of tin's 
paper from the Perfian, 

“ In' coniidcration of the affiilance and fidelity of tlie Englifli Com- 
pany^ which has freed us from tlie inconveniencics w^e laboured un- 
'^der, and.flrengthened the foundations of the empire which - God has 
given.us,,wc have been gracioujQy pleafedto grant to the Englifli Com- 
' pany our royal 'favours, according to the following^articlesj .which fball 
remain firm, both at prefen t and in future. 

As the Engllih Company, have been put to ' a great expence, and 
“ their affairs expofed to danger by die war with the Nabob, Sujah aL 
“ Dowlah, unjuffly and cotztJ'nry to ottr royal pkaftire waged againfi: 
them, .we have,, therefore,, afiigncd to them the country of Ghazipore, 
and the reffof the Zemindary of BulwantrSmgi belonging to the Ni- 
of the Nabdb Sujah i Dowlah; arid the regulation and go-- 
“ vernment thereof we have given- to their difpofal, ,m the fame man-- 
‘‘ ner as it was in .the Nabob Sujali al Dowlalfs. The aforefaid Rajah,., 
having fetded terms with the. Chiefs of the. Englifli. Company, is ac- 
cording thereto to pay the revenues^ to tKe Company ; and the amount^ 
fhall not belong- to the books of the royal revenue, but fiiall be ex>- 
** punged from them.. The 'army of the Englifli Company having 
'‘joined our ftandard, fliall put us in pofTefllomof Jllahahad,.and the 
“ reft of the countries,, belonging to die Nizamut of the Nabobs Sujah, 
al Dowlah,' and^thc revenues, ^excepting tliofe of Rajah RuLwant Sing’s 
“ Zemindary, fhall bedn bur entire management and difpofalL 

"As the Englifh Company will be at a farther expence in putting us- 
" in poffeflioa of Illahabad, and the reft^of the Nizamut of the Nabob - 
" Sujah al Dowlah;, we will therefore,, as -we get,poffeffion, grant. to them^y , 
" out of our treafury; fuch a proportioa. of. the revenues as die exigencies 
" of our affairs will' admit of; and when we are put in full poffefiion, . 
" we will-, reimburfe' the whole expences of the Compaay an this bufi'- 
" nefs, from the time of dieir joining our royal ftandaxd.’, 

His'Majefty, as might' be expedted, very readily -agreed ta the, con-,' 
tents of this paper,;- and accordingly, a few days after the' receipt of it,,, 
that is, on the 29th December 1 764, his imperial funnud or firmaim ^ 
was iffiied, confixming, the fame. ' la^ confequence of this agreement^,., 
his Majefty was put in pofTeftion of Illahabad, and .all the Subahftup of; 
Gwd, excepting the.Raj^hfhip, or Zemindary of Bui want Sing, at wliofe^ 
principal city of Banaras a facftory was eftabliftied by the Governor and 

* See this firmauji at large la, the Appendix No.v XI V. page zi.~ 
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Jorfainale For h un^ fix)Oi ius havme at this tune oa friends to whom Bt 
could have recourlc with rebance &c even mere perfonal fafety^that there 
could be no neceffity fior his being adhially confined in lb abjeda fituationj 
nay his new guardians, who in every rcfpeft tnatcd hiinx with more 
kindnefs than thofc who before had pofleffion of him, even allowed 
him, while he contmucd in thar camp, n certain fum for his daily fub- 
fillence From (Jus penod we-ihalJ give this unfortunate man his newly ' 
acquired titles of “ Emperor, ’ “ Grand Mogul, i<^ShalL Allum the In- 
vincible,” or ‘^Rmg of fiieWorld ’ < 

The Eiwhlh were fuccclsfulin totally cxpelhhg- the Nabfibr Sujah ai 
Dowlah, from his dominions , and while it was yet unoertain hoiv they 
-would difpofc of hiacountry, quc Grand Mogul forit a petition to the 
Prefident and. CounciL an Bengali, which was tianjhiittcd to them by 
Major Hedor Munro, dated frontthecamp at Bandras, the aad of No- 
vember 1764^ of the Company s tranflabonof which, the following is an 
exad copy ‘ 

" If this country is to be kept, gntme-ih pofleflioniof ih amhleavc 
“ a fmall detachment of the- troops with, me, to Ihew that! -am proteded 
"■by the Englilb, and they lhalL ba at my cxpcncej that if any enemy 
" CQjnes at any time againft me, I will make fuch connedians id the 
" codntry, that with my own troops, and the afore-menCioned linall de- 
" tachment* wiU defend the coontty wuhontany farthetallillance from 
" the Engldh j and I titan of the revenutj <f the rotmtry vtbat 

“fum tbtj jhal! demand jearh If the EngldHwill, contrary to their in- 
" tereft, make peace with the Vizier •, IwiU go to Dehly ; forri can- 
" not think of returmng again into the hands of a man who has uftd 
" me fo ill I have no fnendt I depend on more than the Engldh r 
“ thar former behaviour to me will make me ever rclped and. regard] 

*' them now is their time to be in pofieflion of a country abonndmg 
" with ndies and UtaStaoi Itfiall be fatufedvjttb whatever jbare they fleefe 
“ of t( The Rohillas were always enemies to the imjienoiis Viiicr 
" they arc all my fhends ’ 

The T ref dent and Conned of Cdltutta having confdered the Emperors 
felttton, refolvcd that they would keep a jiart of Snjahal Dowlali s 
domimons fontheuft of thcEolbludia Company, and puUns Majefiy in. 
pofieflion of all the reft Accordingly a, paper was draivn up, dated 
— December 1761, and fent up to Major Hedor Munro, Com- 

•Th.imciiu Sinih «3 Donlibt wlio,wh30ht bad ovrGnni)Mc>tvltn hi> poiTrfkin, hid 
otned hlmfdf Vfrict 
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inander in^CKi-ef of the army, witli orders fordiim to get it executed by 
his Majefty. 'File jfoUowing is an exadt copy of their tianflation of this 
paper from the Periian. 

“ In> confideration- of thc.affiftance and fidelity of tlie Englifli Com- 
pany, which has freed us from tlie inconveniencies we laboured un- 
der, and.fixengthened the foundations of the empire which God has 
given.us,> we have been graciouily pleafed to grant to the Enghfli Com- 
pany our royal ‘favours, according to ^lie following^ articlesj .which fhall 
‘^remain firm, both at, prefcnt and in future. 

As the Engllih Company, liave been put to , a great expence, and 
“ their affairs exppfed to danger by tlie war with the Nabob, Sujah aL 
'' Dowlah, unjuffly and cotitrary to our royal pleafure waged againfi: 

them, we have,, therefore,, afiigned to them the country of Ghazipore, 
** and the reft of the Zemindary of BulwantrSingi belonging to the Ni- 
ztout of the Nabob Sujah. i Dowlah 5 arid the regulation and go-- 
vernment thereof we have given* to their difpofal, .m. the fame man- - 
ner as it was in the Nabob'- Sujah al Dowlalis. The aforefaid R^jah,,. 
having^ fettled terms with the. Chiefs of the. Englifli. Company, is ac- 
cording thereto to pay the revenues^ to tHe Compafiy ^ and the amount^ 
fliall not belong- to the books of the royal revenue, but fliall be ex- 
punged from them.. The army of the Englifli Company having 
'‘joined, our ftandard, fliall put us in poffefliorL.of Illahahadj.,and the 
“ reft of the countries,, belonging to the Nizamut of the Nabob 'Sujah- 
‘‘'al. Dowlah, and- the revenues, .excepting tliofe of Rdj ah EuLwant Sing’s 
Zemindary, lhall be 'in our entire management and dilpofalL 
“ As the Englifli Company will be at a farther expence in putting us - 
“ in pofieflion of Illahabad, and the reft-,of the Niz^nt of the Nabob- 
“'Sujah alDowlahi, we will therefore,, as we get .poffeflion, gra 7 it.to the 7 n^, 
“ out of our treajwy^ fuch a proportion, of the revenues as the .exigencies 
“ of our affairs will- admit ofj and when we are put in full poffeflion, , 
“ we will reimburfe' the. whole expeuces of the Company an this bufi- 
“ nefs, ^from the time of tlieir joining our. royal ftandi'd.” 

His'Majefly, as^ might' be expedled, very readily -agreed ta the, con-- 
tents* of this paper .j-, and accordingly, a few days after the- receipt of iV, 
that is, on the 29th December 1704, his imperial funnud or firmaun ^ 
was iflued, confirming, the fame. In-- confequence of this agreement, _ 
his Majefty was put in poffeflion of Illahabad, and .all the Subahflup of. 
Owd, excepting the Raj^hfliip, or Zemindary of Bui want Sing, at whofe^ 
principal city of Banaras a facftory was eftabllihed by the Governor and 

* See this firmauji at. large iii,the Appendix Ko.v XI V. page 3i.- 
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Counc J for the collc&on of the revenues, iwhich *ere latterly fixed Eft- 
twenty lacks’*, or tibout 250^000! perVamtum'" “ ‘ 

Before the advices of this fuccefsful fituation o£^c Com'|lany s affairs 
could be received In England, the-iEall Indlli Conyiany were greatly 
alarmed, and had appomted the JRightHdnonrable Robert Lord ClrvO,* 
as Governor andCommander m Chief, together vJith a ScleftXUominittec; 
who -were fentfromiEngland, fiimiflied -witlt' ample powers torpurfue 
iwhatever means they fliould tlunk<properto eilablilh theipeaccjanaitran- 
quihty of Bengal Upon his Lordflup s tamvallanilBdngal, onthejd 
irfMay 1765; he aftu^ly found the Igenetal affairs of the Company, 
and of the fettlcments at Bengal in partictilar, in a more 'flounflimg 
ftatc than thcy''had ever been known, and that.nn fadt, there -war mo'- 
■tlungin the general out-lmes of government for him and his Committee 
to do, from i^ich cither reputation or juft emolumefat coiild bcrcapcdj 
•unleft they c(it out work for theinfelvcs.' 1 TTict,’ therefore, refolvcd 
upon abolilhmg the treaties them fubfifting, which had been folcmnly 
ehfered into only two months before and to model the commercial as 
well I as political affiurs of 'the Company upon anrentirc new plan'f ‘ 
Their motives for this alteration, which! the jCompany -will ever hart 
reafon to lament 1 cannot with -propnety 'beiffully -confidered in -this 
-place, fnffice It that we relate thole -partidular icircumftances -which 
■materially afiedted the affairs of the Prmce of whom we arc Qiealang at 
prefent . i,- < , 111, i j . 1 

Among the alterifions detennmed upon,-fhis prince was'to be de- 
pnved of that part of the Nu^mutiof the Nabdb Slijah'al Dowlah mth 
which he hdd already been Invefted' Byn folemn treaty, and the Com- 
pany uas to gi\c up the ZeiUinddry of Bulwant Sing,'all of which were 
to be reftored to the foid Nab6b, againft whofe wealth, as Mr Dow || 
juftly ohferves, the virtue offomenf ourreioluhomfts was by no means 
proof, upoh his paymgto the Compdny thefum of fifty lacks of rupees, 
-or about 625,000! fterluig Our , Grand 1 Mogul 'was likeivifc to be 
fuppofed to hat e been adlually in poffcffion of the provinces of Bengal- 
under which luppofition, he was to give a paper granting to the Com- 
panj , not onlj the office of the Dcirtnnec § of thofc proiinccs, "but the 

r ' 

* Thu ZeminJary a^lually yicldttl Xd the Rijab at -Itafl ■fctenly -fire lacks, of oboat 
fletling 

^ a comparatitc tiew of the different treaties in our nxth chapter 
■j h WI5 ihii alteration of the Company'salfain, anil the confcautnccs of It which laid the 
foundation of all the inquincs and publications that have Hncc laid open their affain which 
fubjcilrd them to the holh money they nov»pay lo the Ooscroment, and which In Its further 
tonfcqucncca wDl moh probably nut an end, if tioi to the Company iifelf, at Idil lo thepre 
ient ftfletn ofUi affairs, as indeed Is now bei»>me highly necciTary 
t Dow a IIiNoosTAy Af'pnJiXf rage 78 
4 lids Drtcimut is cxpIuocJ at large in the 4t}> chapter 
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revenues alfo^ by ’rthich of courfe, all the treaties with the Nah6bs of. 
Bengal were rendcied void, and new ones made neceflary. He was 
likewife to confirm to tlic Company tlic lands before granted to them by 
the former Nabfibs, Jafiicr Ally Khawn and Coflim/Ally IChawn, and to 
confirm Lord Clive’s jagucer. Foi all which our Mogul was to be paid, 
by the Englifii Company, fiom Bengal, the annual fum of twenty-fix 
lacks for his cxpcnces and the fupport of his dignity : and he was to 
be continued in the poll'cfiion of Corra and part of the province of 
Illahabad.. 

The Sclc6l Committee at Calcutta had not the lead doubt of hh Ma- 
coinpl} ing with all this very icadily j bccaufc, as tlicy expreffed 
It %/ic' Khig is Tis'ij dcpcJidait on out bounty^ his whole hopes of pro- 
tcSltcUy and cccn of fubjiflcnci , red upon us, it cannot, therefore, be 
fuppofed he will piove obdinatc in denying a requed, of little confe- 
queneb to him in his prefent cit cumjlanccs^ but advantageous to us, his 
greated bcnefadlors, and wc may fay his only fiiends.” 

Thcfe wcic not all tlic iifcs v.diich, upon this occafion, were to be 
made of our Grand Mo cut. Upon the fame principles as before, 
fiinnuds for the piovinccs of Sicacolc, &c. in the Dcckhan, valued at 
tlic } early revenue* of thirty lacks, 01 375,000!. derling, were to be 
obtained alfo j in which Lord Clive w'as rcfolvcd to fucceed, as, he in- 
formed his Selc(d Committee, at Calcutta, in the following words, 
•fr ‘‘ I have been defired by the Prcfidcnt of Fort St. George to obtain 
“ funnuds for the five northern provinces, wdiich being a matter of 
great importance, I diall make a point of fucceeding in it; and as 
‘‘ the Nabob (of Bengal) intends purchafing his Majedy’s favours at the 
'pricc of five lacks .of rupees, I make no doubt that all the funnuds 
“'demanded on the Company’s account afforded gratis i’ 

To be fure there was not tlic lead doubt to be entertained upon any 
of thcfe occafions ; for if the younged wntei in the fervice Had been 
fent with the autliority of the Company to our Shah Allum, it W1^s cer- 
tain that his MajeJly would have granted away tlie remainder of his em-' 
pire, the, whole world, for the fake of a fubfidence, and the fecuiity of 
his perfon : 'accordingly, the giants required of him were obtained un- 
der his Imperial funnuds, or firmauns, as given in the Appendix, Num- 
bers XVIl. xyill. XIX. XX. XXI, and XXllApages 27 to 36. ' ' 

The reader will pleafe to obferve, tliat this is the fame Prince wdiom 
the fame .Governor, then Colonel Clive, had before oppofed, and even 

* The words of their proceedings at a Committee of the 21 ft June 1765. , 

t Lord Clive’s Letter to the Scleil Committee, dated, Mooteejijl, the gtli July 1765., 

chadif^d* 
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chalHfeH the tebiSliDVmvRiyihi for danng to jom'hiin , the Prince whole 
lunnuds, lirmauns, or grants, had on many former occafions been de- 
clared abfolutely mvahd *, againft whom a iformal treaty -f- had been 
enteredunto, between thi Company and the Nabdb of Bengal, on the 
27th September 1760, ahd whofc pretcnlicns even the -Duefiors J of 
the Ealt India Company themfclves had acknowledged to be extremely 
doubtful 

The di^pendencc, however, ofHus unfortunate Prmoe was notto be 
Mpropnated to theft pubhc ufts only If we may believe the accounts 
from India, jnanyiothers of a more private hature were likewife made 
of him j and it is laid, 'with the grcatolt appearance of truth, that he 
was not left to the free management of even thoft dillrifls and the Ih- 
,pend which were ultimately allotted to himj -nor of hismmts or hit 
ftrvants As fuch matters would be proper otgedls of enquiry for Su- 
pcrvifors, it Ihonld be hoped, that the Direftors will, for their own 
honour and the fake of jufhee, oauft liich an enquuvyet to be made, 
in order that their ftrvants, if any of them have m this roipe< 9 : grofsly 
abuftd the authonty of their ftations, may be made to fuffer fuch 
'pumOiments as they deftrve 

Upon -the -whole of what has hecn fct forth m this chapter, at may 
fairly be pronounced, on the moft rational ^grounds, that in reality 
there has not been for fome years pall, nor is at this time, any 
Grand Mogul, or real Emperor -of HmdolUn j that the whole country 
18 m a ftate of anarchy, where there is no law, hnt that of the longeit 
fwordj and that we may agree with Mr Dow, who fays, with apparent 
truth on this fubjefl, || " that HindoMn is at preftnt tom to pieces 
by faSions All laws divine and human are trampled under foot. 
“ Inftcad of one tyrant, as m the times of the empire, the eountry 
“ now groans under thouCmds, and the voice of the opprefled mul- 
'• titude reaches heaven It would, therefore, be promoting the caufe 
“ ofjuihce and humanity to pull thoft petty tyrants from the height 
■“ to which their Mllanics have raifcd them, and to give to ft many 
“ milhons of mankind n government founded upon the principles of 
virtue and jullice 

• In I minute of Goremor VinfitUrt, Colonel Calllaud and other gentlemen of theCoun* 
cH at Bengal, entered on the confulcatiom, under date of the Ittb 'Jnwarj 1761, It b fihJ, 

‘ As to the /ffixW/jhawBU there was a time wh-n the orders of Dchly had foenc Waght at 

** Bengal hut that lime Is no more If 11 hard to fay saho Is Kingat lIchly,orss'ho vail be ** 
t Sre the loth article of the treaty. No VIII In the Appendix, page 13 
t General letter to Bengal, dated 19th February 1766 
I Dorr I Hivdostan Appendix, pagejb 
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As to the unfortunate, though very generous Prince §, who is more 
particularly the objed: of our prefent confideration, and whom we now 
call The Grand Mogul, we fee him dependent for his fubiiftence 
upon the fervants, in fad:, of an incorporated fociety of Englifli mer- 
chants, who have raifed him to that exalted title for the ferving of their 
own purpofes ; that he is made no other than their tool, and mud, from 
neceflity, be what they pleafe to make him, at leaft while he continues' 
among tliem, and the government of that country remains on the pr-e- 
fent iniquitous footing. 

§ Amidft all his misfortunes this Prince has given fevcral inftanccs of great gen erolTty, par- 
ticularly to the members of the Secret Committee, for their dirtinguiihed merit and difin- 
terefted fervices. One inftance may be feen in Lord Clue’s Letter to the Court ofDireftors, 
of the 30th of September 1765, where it appears his Imperial Majefty bad prefented Gene- 
ral Carnac wnth two lacks of rupees See Authentic Bapers concerning India Affairs, pages 9> 
and 10 —And another Inftance was given lu the year 1767, when his Majefty Jjkewife pre- 
fented Colonel Richard Smith with two lacks more , as appears from the followino- minute of 
the Council at Calcutta. ^ ^ ~ 

Ata confultation, held the i4.th September 1767, prefent, Harry Vercl ft, Efqu ire, Prefidentr 
John Cartier, Richard Becher, James Alexander, Wilham Alderfey, Charles Ffloyer^ 
and Alexander Campbell, Efquires. 

Received a letter from ColonJ Richard Smith at Illahabad, dated the i ^th u/tima, in an- 
fwer to the Board’s letter, dated the 20th July, on the fubje£I of the two lacks of rupees he 
requefted their permiftion to receive as a gratuity from the King , offering feveral argumeiits 
to our confideration, and acquainting us with His Majesty’s abfolute refufal to receive 
back the Teep he had granted • therefore mclofing it for us to diljjofe of, as might feem 

« moft equitable.” —The late Nabobs of Bengal have hkewife, though diiireffed, givenr 

frequent mftaaccs of the like grateful generofity to their bcnefadlors. 


- CHAP. 17. 

0N the Nature of the OFFICE called DEWANNEE, and the Mo-- 
tives for the East Indja Company’s pretending to hold the Ter- 
ritories in Bengal under that Title. 

'VTOTHING could have been, better calculated for a blind than this- 
hard word Dewannee, which, while it feryed our Eaftern poli- 
ticians to amufe even the Britidi legiflature, was no other than the name 
of an office, that in reality had not exifted for m'any years pad. In order 
'to form the mod impartial judgment of what it is, or rather was, we will 
have recourle, to the information' of thoffi gentlemen, who, having adled 
capital parts in the management of the affairs of Bengal> may naturally 
be. fuppofed to be well acquainted with the matter. 

r t;' T 
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Mr VanfittartJ late Governor and intended Supemfor of Bengal* tells 
us, the Dewannec • is the office of the fecund -f- officer of the province, 
called DetvAn i whofe bufinefs it is to iuperintend the Jands and cdl- 
leftions ithat hciis-appomted from tbccoiirt of'Dehly, and is in every 
rffpea indepeifdent -of the Nazim, jor Nabdb ji who, according Jo ttbe 
original mjlitutton of the empire, ia}' no right to inteiferj m the manage- 
ment of the revenues n , 

As explained in a letter J to the Court of India Xliredors, dated Cal- 
cutta, the I ith March 1762, from fundry membep of their then Coun- 
cil m Bengal, the Dewannee is -fiid to be “ The colleftion of the reve- 
nues of all the provinces fufficdl to the "Nalidb, which are to be ac- 
“ counted for with the Court of Dehly ' It differs from the Subahdirec , 
“ the latter being the command of the troops, and the charge of the 
“junfdnfhon of the provinces, the cxpenccs whereof arc paid out of 
“ the revenues hy the Dewdn It was formerly a feparatc office , but 
“ the Nabdbs of Beng^, taking advantage of the late commotions m 
“ the empire, have af tuned tt to tbemfehes 

Mr Holwell, alfo formerly Governor in Bengal, tells us, upon the 
fubjedt of the Dewannee ||, that ** therentsof the lands arc the property 
" of the Emperor In coniequenceof which he has aroyalDewSn in every 
“ Nabdbffiip, who ought to be -accountable to the royal treafuty for the 
“ whole amount of the rents) as rated upon the King s books but as there 
" IS always a good underffandmg between the Detvdn and the Nahdb, 
" they never are at a lofs in pretcndmgTeafons for the rents falling 
“ fhort, though the whole is ftnOly and fully colledfed What is di- 
“ verted from the royal treafury, is divided between the DewSn and the 
“ Nabdb, of which the latter always takes the lion s fharc 

On another occafion the Dewannee is explamed to be, " The col- 
" ledling § of all the revenues , and after defraymg the cxpences of the 
" army, and allowing a fufficient fund for theiupport of the NizSmut, 
“ to remit the remainder to Debly, or loberever the King /ball refde or 
dircQ ' , 

This Dewannee, which was affumed by the Cud Right Honourable 
Lord Clive and his Selcfr Committee, a little while before the wriung 


• VASJiTTA»T«NAiiRATni, Vol I EipUniuonj *3, Hid iBtnxJuflKm, pijt A 
4 The ViTicT il the ffrQ _ « - , ^ 

J Stc the 27th piragrtph of a LfUer fiipted Ejrt Crttt Pttrr yton Cents:, Jl 

BUit, StsnhleBsifiB ind Hsrry kerdl/f, m Holw«ll s TraHi, page 91 , > 

I HiiTotiCAi. Evikt* Parti no 

4 Piracrapb aid of a Zrf/rr from the Silict Committt* in Bikoai. dated jeth Sq) 
ternber 1765, frsoed, Cfw Bnzkw*U Suata-, Jtht Csnst, Herry Ifrfpi, and 

rnnmSjlet AUTlirMTlC PAfIRs, page 83 
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jf the letter laft quoted, had been long before repeatedly offered to the 
C^onipany, as hath been fliewn in tlie pieceding chapter, but was al- 
ways rejeded. The words of the Court of Eafl India Dire( 5 lors, as con- 
tained in a letter on this fubjeeft to their then governor and Council at 
Calcutta, were thefe ; ^ “ 'i’our rcfufal of the Dewannee of Bengal, 
offered by ihc King' (meaning our Prince Ally Gohar) was certainly 
very right j and we aie well fatisfied with the juft and prudent reafons 
you give for declining that offer.” 

The reafons for not taking it were then alledged to be, that it would 
be the fource of continual difputcs with the Nabob, by occafioning too 
great a diminution of his power, be a continual caufe of jealoufy and 
contention with the country powers, and the European nations who had 
fettlements in Bengal j might fubjc<ft the affairs of the Company to the 
interference of the Britifli Icgiflature, or in the end might be attended 
with otlier confequences highly prejudicial to the interefts of the Com- 

To inveftigate in this place all the private reafons which occafioned 
this DewaUnee’s being thus aflumed by Lord Clive and his Select Com- 
mittee, would be foreign to the purpofe here intended but of tliofe 
publicly avowed or alledged in die aforefaid letter, from Lord Clive 
and his Committee, of die 30th September 1765, we will briefly take 
notice. 

“ The perpetual ftruggles for fuperiority between the Nabobs and 
“ your agents, together with the recent proofs before us of notorious 
and avowed corruption, have rendered us unanimoufly of opinion, 
after the moft mature deliberation, that no other method could be 
fuggefted of laying the axe to the root of all thofe evils, than that 
of obtaining the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa for the Com- 
pany-f*.” 

_ By this acquifition of the Dewannee, your pofTeflions and influence 
are rendered permanent and fccure ; flnee no future Nabob will either 
'' have power ov riches fufHcicnt to attempt youi overthrow by means 
either of force or corruption. The experience of years has convinced 
** us, that a divtfon of power is mpofibki without generating- difcon- 
“ tent, and hazarding die whole. All muft belong either to the Com- 
pany or to the Nabob and we leave you to judge which alternative' 
is the moft defirable, and the moft expedient in the prefent circum- 
“ ftances J.” ' 

Paragraph 55th of a General Letter, dated 9th March 
f Authentic Papers, part of paragraph zad, page 82. 
i Ibid — Part of paragraph 23d. Pages '84 and 85. 

['£2] 
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' In a feparate letter firom the laid Right Honourable Lord Clive to the 
faid DiredorS, alfo dated the 30th September 1765, the motives for this 
fchcme.ofiialTunimg the Dewannee arc farther explamed, in the follow- 
"ing ttordh f “Though tie Yeveitues'iehng to the Company, yet were the 
Company a OfBccrS to be the coUeftors, foreign nations would imme- 
diately take Umbrdgc j and complaints preferred to the Bntilh court 
“ nught bcattended with very embarralhng confequences Nor can ft 
“ be fimpofed that either the French, Dutch, or Danes will acknowledge 
“'the Ebglillr Coihpany Nab6b of Bengal, and Jiay mto the hands of 
' “ tlieif fervants the duties upon trade, or thclquit-rertt of thofc dillndls 
J “ which they have for many years poflclTed by virtue of the royal fir- 
mauns, or by grants from former Nabdbs • And agairf " In 
-‘“teonfidenng the fufajedlof the Dewannee, and the confequences of your 
" large increafe of revenues, I have already obferved, that our acquiCtion 
"t' will givenO umbrage to'foreign natfons \yitli rc^dl to out- temtonal 
“ junJaiBiim, fo long as the prj/fn/ A ppearance of the NabSbs power is 
*• preferred -f 

Lord Clive and his Seleft Committee, in their letter to the Court of 
Diredlors, of the 30th Septembenydy, before quoted, fpeak Ihll moit 
pfiinly, if pofllble, of the difference in the Compirty s fituation frotd 
thi taking me Dewannee Their exprefs words are in the a^th para* 
graph “ Tou are now become the Sovereigns of a nch and potent hng- 
“ dom I And m the 38th paragraph, " Tou are now not onfy the col- 
<■ leiiors, but the proprietors, meaning of the revenues of the NabSb s do- 
minions ‘ ' I i ^ ) 

Among the many pnvate motives hinted at for thij rfiahoiuvre, we 
cannot conclude on tmshcad, without taking notice, that a principal 
one was, to enable the gentlemen who planned and adopted this mode 
of government, to ejiabM fuch monopolies of the trade of the country, and 
even 'of the common nectjdnes of hfe, for tiifir own private Emo- 
lument, and to the fubverfoa of the natural nghts of ail mankind, as to 
this day remain unparalleled in the hiAory of any goicrriment, and of 
which we lhall treat mdre particularly hereafter 

From whit has already been Hud, we prefumc it will appear evident 
-to every Impartial perfon, that the Dewannee, whatever it had been, 
w'as an office v hicli, whin nflUmed, had hotxiffencc} thA ghint of it 
being received, or pretended to be received, from a Pnnee who, in faQ, 
ncicrhad it in his gift, whole authorit), on other fimilar occalions* 

-• Aotiiektic rariSJ, hjTisraph iitS, ol ftm pc' 

^ Ibtd - Pangrspti 141b rJgv a8 ' ^ 

j Ibnl - pgci 91 anJ loj 
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had been publicly and wholly difavowed by the prefent receivers of the 
grant; and thatj:he whole was a mere fiftion, invented for the private 
purpofes of the Company or Diredlors, and tlieir fervants dr confe-_ 
derates : and to fcreen their feizing on the fovereignty of the country, 
by impofing upon and deceiving, if they could, -not only the inha- 
bitants of India and foreigners, but" even the Britifli nation j as we hope 
farther to prove by the coiroborating fa^ts contained m every fubfequent 
part of this workr . ' j- 





_ C H A P.' V. ■ - 

Of the NABOB, otherwiie called The NAZIM,' or SUBADDAR, 

of BENGAL. 


F or the better undei {landing of our fubjedt, we \yill exatnine what 
this officer ought to 'be, according to the ancient inlHtutions of the 
empire ; what he has been for fome years pafl, and what he now ac- 
tually is ; fujpporting what we advance by fufficient teflimonies'. 

“ Though by the ancient conflitution of the Mogul empire, of which 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Onffia are parts, .the Nabob, or 
‘‘ Subahdar of thofe provinces was nothing more than the Mogul's 
** Viceroy, .yet for many years paft, as the ftrength of that conftitution 
5' has been gradually declining, the Subahdars of thefe arid other pro- 
Vinces have beeri, in like gradation, affuming an independence of 
the court of Dehly : and the fhock which the empire received, or 
‘‘ rathei’ the fiibverjion of tt (for it has never recovered,’ nor^probably 
ever -will, from the irruption of the Perlians under 'Nader Shah) ha§ 
fo far confirmed that independence, that, the _ relation between the 
“ Nabob and the Mogul is at prefent httle 77iore than nointnal 

Mr. Vanfittart informs us, that “ The Nabob d-, as he is ufually termed, 
or properly' the Nazim of a province; is ah officer of the Mogul go- 
vernment, appointed to tiipermtend the affairs of the province, dur- 
ing the pleafure, of the court. -This commiffion extends not even to 
ih^ Itfe of the pojfejor and in the early times of the empire it was 

* See pages i\ arid 22 of a Memorial to the King’s Moft I^xcellent Majesty, 
dated the 3d February 1762, From the Court of Euji Jndja Dire^ors.^ Signed by 

Ch'aitman^TZicwffj Deputy, and Eifi*.c'iDjie^o 7 s<, Printed for J Brotherton, 
Cornhill _ , , . 

f Van'sittari’s Narrative, Vol 1 ; p. 4. 
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'‘ ufual to make frequent removals •, to present the dangerous eiffbiflE 
'‘„^of an incrcafing influence Neither, dfccording to the nnginal mlb- 
‘(itution, has, he any nght to mterferc tn tbe,manaeemcnt <if the re^titufsf 
‘which branch , belongs to , another officer called The jDewSn (qf 
whole office we have treated in the preceding chapter) “ appomted alffi 
' by the court, and in evciy reipeiS independent of the N&im It is 
‘ tme, that fince the authority of the Emperors began to decline, the 
“ Nizims, taking advantage of the diflrafbons of flatly ha^’c gc- 
" nerally eltabliihed thcmfelves in fuch a degree of independency as to 
'• pay httlc more than a nominal obedience to the court The forms 
'• are Ihll kept up , but they fervcnnly to Ihew what was the onginal 
“ mlhtution Upon the death of a Nizim, the fucceffion, whether 
" contmued m the lame family, or feized by a llranger, is not conli- 
" dered as vahd tiU confirmed by the' impcnal patent , but this the 
" adlual pofleflbr finds no difficulty m obtammg -f- 
' Such have been the Nabfibs of Bengal fince the decline, or rather,’ as 
the Eaft India Dire&ors more properly Jay, “ the fubverfion of the em- 
" pire, accordmg to the above quotations But had thofe gentlcmqt 
boldly told the whole truth, they might have jullly faid, thit fince' the 
period they refer to, the Nizimut or Nabdblhip of Ben^ has, to this 
day, been contmually poflefled by nfurpers and tyrants, who have been 
maintained therein by violence, ftaud and murder _ , , 

, Upon the demife of tbt lajl lawful HabSb, Sujah Kbavm ||, m the year 
17^9, his fon Serfiaz jKhawn took pofleffion of this government, and 
maintained himfelf in it for about three years, until the rebellion of 
Allaverdy Khaivn, who was then Governor of the Bahfir province 
This man, who had formerly been Sujah Khawn s Hookahburddr, or 

* Mr On« tcllitu, there wi> t time when theft churo were fo frequent, that a new 
Nabfib left Dchlr, nding contrary to the ufual roaoner, with hU bide tur^ to the head of 
hit elcphint, ind glee os a reafcn for it, * ** that he was looking out for bis fucceilbr Sec 
OsMta Hiisdostak, Diflertatlon, page 18 

■i This ailudo to a farce commonly pradhftd Cncc the fubrrrfion of the empire, of ob- 
taining patents from theft nominal Moguls who hare been ftt op by the different ufurpers at 
Dchly, of whom we hare treated In oar third chapter In thefcilmca, a fum of money dlf- 
perfeo among the priodpal people about thoft afurpers srould obtain the confirmation of 
any funnud, grant, or office It was receiring fo much clear gain for a fuppoftd gift of 
what was not in the giver a poilcilion, and hr which he could loft nothmg A urilung 
inilancc of tbit mode of negotiation is grren or Mr Vanfittarn In the third roJumc of his 
Narrative pageaiSi where an intrigeing ilewSn, or cDiniilcr of the Nahdba, named 
Nundcomar, obtains his own titles and feals before his mallar, Meer Jaffier, reccis ea any 
affurances whatever of the rtyelaffenttm/sr to thcNabfibihIp Since Mr Vaafittart a go- 
vernment, the Creaif/liyart grants of that fort are become fliUcheaper) the domelllc black 
fervants of many gentlemen In the fcnnce of the Eogitfli Eafl Indu Company having been by 
him created Rijahs, or Pnneo ( and raanyEngrilh Gentlemen bare returned to Europe 
with the titles 01 Omrahs 

I Vahsittarti NAiutATirt, Vol. I past 5 
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pipc-bctirer after promoting an unparalleled feene of treachery among 
the perfidious fervants of his mafter, defeated him in a battle fought on 
the 28th January 1 741-2, in which the Nabob lofi; his life. 

From tliat period the traitor ufurped the government of Bengal, and 
maintained himfelf in it againfl: tlic repeated invafions of the Marahtahs, 
(which lafled for about eight years to tlie great deftrucflion of the 
country and its manufadlories) till, on the loth of April 1756 J-, he’ 
died a natural death. 

This ufurper was fucccedcd by his brother’s grandfon, the Tyrant 
Serajah al Dowlali, who, upon difputes widi the Englifli Eafif. India 
Company’s, fervants, circumftantially related by Mr. Holwell and 
others, difpofiefled them of all their factories, and on the 20th June 
1756, feized and facked their town and fort of Calcutta, or Fort Wil- 
liam, when fuch of the Englifii and their dependents as efcaped the 
tyrant’s fury took refuge on board the trading veffels tlien in the river, , 
and dropped down to Fultali, where tliey led a mofi: miferable life till 
December 1756, when the Englifli fquadron, under the command of 
Admiral Watfon, and the troops under Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
Clive, arrived from the Coafl: of Coromandel. Inconfidcrable as this 
force was, they gallantly .proceeded to the re-taking of Calcutta, and 
on the 3d January 1757, happily accompliflied the work, with fcarcc 
any lofs ; the enemy abandoning the fort on the very firfl: J fummons 
from the guns of his Majefty’s fliips, when brought up abreall: of it. 

The Nabdb Serajah al Dowlali came down to oppofe the Englifli, 
who by unparalleled inftances of bravery and intrepidity, attended lyith 
the mofl: extraordinary good fortune, baffled him in all his attempts, 
and forced him, with his numerous army, to retire to his capital of 
Murfliedabad ; having firfl:, that is on the 9th of February 1 757, obliged 
him to malce a very advantageous treaty with them, wherein he con- 
firmed all the former pofleflions and immunities of the Company, and 
granted them feveral new privileges, as may be feen by the treaty at 
large, and his Perwanahs, in the Appendix, I. and II. pages „ 
I and^ 3, See. 

This was the firfl: formal treaty. that our Company had ever entered 
into with any Nabob of Bengal. It was. folemnly . ratified in the 
ffrongefl: manner, the,Nab6b fwearing on the Koran, by God and Ma- 
homed, and' Colonel Clive pledging the -names of God and our Saviour 
faithfully to obferve the fame. ' ' 

< 

* Scraftok’s Reflections, page 31, 

. . , tjbid. pag^o. . . , - . ' ' .f 

J Ibid, page 6o. " - . " ' . 

V . ' . ‘ ' -'Neceflity, 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

Ncccffity J. in politics iiliially fupcriedes aU oaths, treaties, 

(jr forms whatever, induced the EngUth Ball India Company s repre- 
feiitatives, ajiout three months after the execution of the former treaty, 
fo determine, “ by the blejiny of) God, ujion diipofTcfling the Nabdb Se- 
pjah al Dowlah of his Nizlmut, and givmg it to another 

JMonQfur Dupleix, the French-'Govemor of Pondicheny, who " was 
1‘ the § firft difcoveyer of the fujjenonty of European thfciplme over 
the natives of this part of India, had aheady, with his tuccefles on 
|hp coaft-of-Coromandel, mvented the traffic in Nahdbfhips Accordingly 
Meet Jaffier Ally ,Khawn,- "who had bpfma Jamroadfr, orxommandcr of 
$ party of horfe under the late Allavcrdy Khawn, and was now a 
Genei^ ||, and related to the prclcnt Nabfib by marriage with Alla- 
verdy s fitter, having before manifefted a bold and traitorous ddjiolition, 
was the man pitched upon for [pur new Nab6b i He ,wiis preferred to 
another tebel-papdidate, named Khoda Yar Khawn Laitw, and in con- 
leqnence therepfi articles of agreement were pryatcly, lent to him by 
Colonel Clive, on the ad May 1757 1 

The pamculara of this revolution arc well known The Nabdb Se- 
rajah a] Dowlah, betrayed by his fervant, Jaffier, ivas, with his numerous 
army -qf “ 20,600 -f- hosf, 50,000 foot, and pieces of heavy cannon," 
heat on the plains of PlalTey, on the agd June 1757, , by a handliil of 
men under the commaiid of Colonel Chve, and the Nab6b himfelf 
obliged to efcape in dilguife Tlmpy it ivaa for the Company that thia 
pumirous army madefo httle lefiftmce that, , according to Mr Scr^ton, 
there were omj, feventy men^ killed and vxunded 

In confcqueuce of this vidloiy, apd the condiuons which Mr W illiam 
Watts, the Company B Refidentjat the city, had Aipulated, and m the 
evening of the 5th June 17571 pnvately executed with Mecr Jaffier, 
on the 2pth June 17^7, he was by * Colonel Chve formally placed on 

') 1 . 1 

, t About llul pciioil the En^ifli »t Calcutta receltrej new* of wax'* being JtcIarcJ sgainll 
France [ end they *t the iamc time dircovered that the French were fecrctly negotiating mih 
the NaWb Serijah a] Dowlah It wa* thereupon refolrcd to fet afide a neutralitjr wittf the 
h rcncTi which had been at firft propofed, and to auack their rcttlementa Immediately, a refo- 
Intiofi no Iboncr lahcn chan luckilr executed While the NabCb wai anfully amuied, a 
fijuadron of hli Majclly J Qllp*, unucr the commanda of Admiral* Walfon and Pocock, 
with the Company i troop* under the command of Colonel Cllrc Inrelled Chandernagore, 
the prmcipal letllemcnt of the French In Bengalj which, on the 2^ of A-Iarch 1757, they 
took, after a lew hour* cannonading from our ftups, and afterwaro* razed thdr town and 
fortification* lerel with the ground 

5 Sec A IiZTTca to the PaoraiiToaa of Earr Ikdia Stock, from Loan Curt 
Page 4, printed for J Nourfe 1764. 

I See Ate Screptn t ebarafler of “ Meer Jaffier,” in a jMItr to the Prifrjfiiri of E»Ji 
J Slut from Mr Hatrj Pnpiitri Page 44, Ac printed for J Newbery, 1767^— 
And Mr Scra/ln 1 RtJlrSliini page 75 fee 
4 SotArroK * RirtECTlOM page S5 to 18, 

• Ibid - • Page oa 

the 
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I 

tllfe Mufnud or fi^rone 6£ the ISTabobs at Bengal, - at ' Murilaedab^cL 
A treaty *, confirmed as ufiial by the oaths of the cohtra^ng parties, 
was alfo entered into between him and the Englilh Company, whereby 
he not only confirmed all the^ir former poffefiions and privileges, and 
the treaty lately made with his predecefibr, but granted alfo -fevera.1 
confiderable new privileges and territories, befides paying immenfe fums 
of ready money, both to the Company and to individuals, as may be 
feen by the copies of the treaty and fubfequent agreements at large in our 
Appendix, No. III. to VII. pages 5 to lo. 

In the mean time, the expelled Nab6b Serajah al Dowlah was difco-* 
vered ‘On his flight at Ragemahl, feized, and lent down by Meer Jaflier s 
-brother to the city of'Murihedabad, on' the 4th July 1757, where he 
Was -f privately murdered by order of" our new Nabob. 

. This was the firfl: Nazim or Nabob .created in Bengal by the Enghili, 
•who, after their recent and repeated fucceffes againfl: rthe late Nabob, 
the French, and the J Dutch, had acquired fo great a reputation, and 
'fpread fuch terror through the 'country, that there is no doubt they 
might with eafe have marched to Dehly. Revolutions were now be - 
coiiie'a trade, or at leafi a fund to fupply the exigencies of .the'^Englifli 
Eafl: India Company' and their fubftitutes : Meer Jafiier was foon judged 

f 

* It was on-this revolution that Colonel, now Lord Clive was cieated or made an Om- 
rah ”^ the Empire by Mea who had juft before received his Nabobfliip from the 

Coloneli-hands.^ See -his Lord/hip’s Lettei to xtiG Proprietors nf^Ea/Undta Stock, 35 , 
printed for J. Nourfe, 1764, and Mr. Scraf ton's Refections, page 91, &c. , ^ ^ 

. For fornPs fake,, the farce of a Mogul’s Firmaunj-alfeady mentioned-m our note page 3S, 
was to be exliibited ; and as there was in fa^l no ‘real Emperor to grant it, application- was 
made at Dehly for the feal of Allum Queer, the-prince who was taken out of pnfon, fet up, 
and afterwards murdered by Gazi al Deen Khawn, and whofe 'Firraauns to hislbn lAlIy 
Gohar, at another time. Colonel Clive was fo far from admitting, that Ke marched to chaf- 
tize the rebellious adherents of that- prince upon the occafion. By virtue of 'thjs"title of 
"Omrah,' conferred on him'by Fis own Nabob, Colonel Qlive^as fnppofed'io maintain 6000 
horfe, Tor- the fuppdrt of which the -faid 'Nabob “ made him a Jagueerd^r,** (fee Lord-, dive’s 
^Letter, page 34! or Lord of the lands” ceded by -the before-mentioned treaty to tJie Englijh 

Company, upon-which the well-known yearly iilcome, called 'Jagueer, of near 30,000!.' fter- 
ling, was acquired- bjThe Colonel. ‘ 

t Scrafton’-s REFJtECTioNs, page 94. 

X The, Dutch of Bengal feeing the ufes which on all hands were made of Moguls and 
Nabobs in this diftrafted Sate of the country, from the fuperiority of European difcipline, 
formed in their turn the defign of trying their fortune in the fame way. Theproje( 5 t was 
'fent from the Dutch fettlement bftChiilfurah in ’Bengal, and adopted by the government of 
-Batavia. According to which, upon a well Concerted but badly executed plan, a formidable 
body of European and Malay troops, with fevenlhips, were, towards the end of the year 
J759, imported into Bengal, but were defeated in their attempts by a bravery which will 
ever do honour to the Englilh j upon which the Dutch were obliged to accede with difgrace 
to very difadvantageous articles of accommodation with the Englilh and their Nabob, and 
to take their troops back again. The particulars of this affair may be feen at large in the 
^Englilh and Dutch Memorials, pnnted 1762, for J. Brotherton in Cornhill, 

[FJ . 
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to iic incapable, and'notia proper pcrfoH to hold the government that 
hadbeen cntmftcd to hims which, itogether rvjth thclowilbite • of the 
Company s finances, and oflicr objeSs of the \ikc'poltttcal -necejjity] made 
another revolution requifite before the expiration of three yeafs and four 
months , i > / ' , 

Upon this foundation tt was deterrain'ed to depofe Meer Jaffier ,■* and 
a treaty was accordingly entered into, m tie nahi of God, with Mccr 
Coffim Ally Ithawn, t\ho had mamed MeeriJafBcrs daughter Meer 
Jaffier was dilplaced withouti any commotion ^or bloodlhed, and Meer 
Coffim, though diftmeuilhed at firft with the title only of Naib or De- 
puty-Nabflb, was railM to the Nrzamut of Bengal, independent of his 
■father-in-law, who was brought down to the Engliih fettlement at Cal- 
cutta, and had a monthly Ibpend allowed him there for his fubfiftence. 

I The 'treaty entered into with this new Nab6b was dated the 27th Sep- 
tember lyfo, m which, beCdes other advantageous- ftipulations, Sun- 
nuds or patents were given, granting to the Englifli Eaft India Com- 
pany, to defray their expences and pay their troops, the lands of Burd- 
•wdn, Midnipore, and Chittigong, yielding a 1 clear annual revenue of 
about 600,000 1 fterling IiAud it was particularly Ibpnlated, by the 
loth article of this trraty, that the Pnnee Ally Gohir, the Grand Mogid 
mentioned m our third chapter, “ Ihould not be fuffered to get any 
** footing in the country, as may be feen by the copy of the treaty. 
No VUI and the Sunnuds,\ No DC. in the annexed Appendix, pages 

II and la < 

The Nabdli Meer Coffim foon convmced the Eiwliffi that they had 
been deceived in their opimon of him He was found to aim at an 
independency, which of courfe was efteemed by no means conCfient with 
the Company s intcrdl j and in ^ other refped^ he became fo trouble- 
fome, that before the expiraUon of three j/ears from his elevation t6 the 
government,' it was thought expedient to remove him a meafurc which 
was not now in any refpeil fo ealy to execute as m the tunc of his pre- 
decefibr War therefore wasformally declared on the yth July 1763 •f', 
and the Englifli rcfolved on the rc-inftatement ofMecr JafficTi to which 
they ivcrc in fame degree inftigated by the hope of llrengthemng their 
Jiarty with the adherents to, or partizans of thatNabdb, who alio took 
the field wdth them for that purpofe, a treaty being prcvioufly entered 
into, which rvas to take effca upon the defeating and expelling of his ad- 
^crfar) 

' See Vamittarts NABRATiyi, Vol I 
t IblJ Vol 111 page 315 
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Meer Coffim’s troops b“eing welF.paid^ difciplined and atcoutted,- 
fonghf with great "intrepidity 3 - and had not his fubordmate commanders 
proved deficient in p'erfonal courage, or, even had he hilnfelf had the 
braveiy to animate his troops' properly hy his own prefence in the field, 
it is more than probable that the Englifli 'Company would have beeh left,' 
from' that day, without a fingle foot'of ground in thofe provinces.' 
The fuccefs of the war was for fome time fo uncertain, that (contrary 
to all former practice) the Writers and other young perfons in the civil 
lefvice of the Company were all accoutred,"difciplined and formed into 
a military corps 3 but by the blefiing ofrGod the iffue of the battle of 
Gareea, wherein it was long doubtful which fide would prevail, did at 
lafh turn lii favour of the Enghfh, after the campaign had lafted about 
five months. i 

Meer Coflim fled, and was purfued from place to place, till he was at 
length totally driven out of-his* dominions,' and forced to take refuge 
with the neighbouring Nabob, 'Sujafr.al Ddwlah 3 upon which Meer 
Jaffier Ally IGiawn was reinfliated in. his government. 

By the tieaty which was previoufly entered into with Meer Jaffier, on 
the loth July 1763, and the fuhfequent agreement of the i6th Septem- 
ber 1764,' as in the Appendix No.. X. . and XL "pages' 15 and 17, tlie 
reader will fee; that all former -rights and privileges^ were . fee ured, and 
fome confiderable additional advantages were' obtained by the Enghfli 
upon every revolution. The Nab6b, as may naturally be imagined, 
after thele tranfadtions was as much dependent upon the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta as could poffibly be wifhed 3 even an officer of the 
Cornpany’s, as flipulated for in the 7th article of the treaty, was from 
that time fl:ationed with him, under the denomination of the Company’s 
Refident, on the view, not only'of being a watch and check upon the 
Nabob’s tranfadlions, blit alfo to enforce the execution of any bufinefs 
the' Governor and Council might think proper to refolve on. 

.Meer '^Jaffier did not continue long, An his new flation, having died 
on the 5th February, 1765: and it was thereupon thought necelfary, 
by the Governor and Council at Calcutta, to make fuch new arrange- 
ments for the management of all bufinefs at Murfh'edabad, as ' might 
ferve to render future .Nabobs ftill more dependent, and confequently 
the Company more fecure 3 for the execution of which defign, four 
gentlemen of the Council at Calcutta were appointed a deputation, 
who had difedhons not' to fix the Nabob in the Mufnud, till he had 
agreed to their requifitions. 'The perfon fixed on for this nominal go- 
vernment was Najim al Dowlah, Meer Jaffier’s eldefl: fon 3 a youth then 
of about eighteen years of age. He was denied the liberty of advifing 
i [ F 2 ] - with 
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with thofc muuftera of hu father, ■whom he tvns defirous of contmumg ua 
ofEce, becaufc theywere fufpeiaed of havmg emhezzled a great part of 
the revenues, and of not being favourable to the views of the Company ' 
nky the principal miniftcr was, on that account, loon afterwards leized, 
by order of the Governor and Council, and font pnfoncr to Calcutta-;- 
when the Nab6b found himfclf under a neceflity to appoint fuch other 
minifters and colle&ors as the Englifh pointed out to ium> An inter- 
regnum of feveral weeks * palled before this bufinefs was finally fettled _ 
during which period Najim al Dowlah laW himfelf adhially reduced to 
the alternative, of either accedmg to the arrangements propoled by the 
Govtmor and Council, or of rehnquilhing all thoughts of the Nabflblhip 
Thofc arrangements, ■with refpeft to the coUe&on of the revenues, were 
indeed judicioully made , and well calculated to prevent, in part, the 
vAry grofs embezzlements which had before been pra&fed, to the 
amount of near a milhon and a half llerlmg per Annum The more 
that was faved to the Nabdb of the ymbhc money, the more remamed,. 
in faft, for the Company , but however proper fuch appomtments might 
be, yet bemg totally repugnant to the mchnation of the Nabfib, they 
ferve to pomt out his entire dependence, which indeed nothmg can fhew 
in a clearer hght than the treaty itfclf ; bjr which the Nab6b ■was evi- 
dently depnved of his army, and the nomination of his nuniilers and 
officers or government It was dated the 25th Fehruary 1765 (fee the 
Appendur, No XV page 23) ; which every reader fbould attentively 
perufe^who wifhes to form an adequate -f* judgment of fo- extraordinary 
and important a negociauon 

Soon- 

* NotwitUfhimling much Kmc pafled bi altercation, the trcity, when concluded and ex- 
clianged, was aotcdaled to the atih of Februarf 1765, being the verv di/ on which the de 
poKo arrived at MurfheJaWd, though Mcer Jaffier dkd the 5th of that months 

t Upon all tbefc revolutions lira fumt of money were obt^ed by the perfoni who con- 
duatd them fr^eoerj In the midft of imroenfe fortuno, fuddenly tcqoir^i 

by thefe racansy Ixird Clit'c 1 Hindi the moft confpicuoui j who upon the making oMiffier 
MJy Khawn in 1757 obtained a Jtgueer of about 30,000! per annum, exclufivc o/other 
raimenfc preCent*. Upon the nuking of NijimalDowJih, on Mecr JajEeria death. In 1,65, 
the -gcntleincn depute from Calcutta, upon that bufineJi, Jikcwife rtctircd cooGdOTble 
prtfcnti j which iJord CUrc and the SdeQ Committee, who arrived at Calcutta foon aftcr,- 
grcatly difjpprored of, and fet on foot a TcryfcrcrecnquirT mlo the conduQ of the deputies 
on that occaGofu In a Letter to the Proprietors of Faft Indu Stock, printed in thejrar 
1766 Mr y$6n who was chief of the deputation, In vindication of bis 

own condudi thus recriminates on hu Lord/hip, who was the leader of thofe xnauirlei*. 

Did tho Nabob Jaflirr Ally ibuwn intend to ^rc no more to Lieutenant Colonel Clirc 
«» than hardy the fum of rupees, as bis equal flurc with goreroor Drake, of the 

‘ prifent of 23 l^hs to the Seem ComniKtec, and 3 lacks, as his proportion of one-eigbtb 
** as comnun^ in chief, of the donation of ,25 lacu ^ven to the army t The additional 
** prefent be rert i ve J at ^e fame Kmc, over and above inofc two other fliarrs, was reckoned 
** at25lackT, above 300,000 pounds ileribgt and it Is well known to be the gentnl and 
i« cAamifbed praflict among tEc people of (hJt country to make fuch dxfUnfbons * 

la 




46 CONSIDEUA.TIONS 

iupport of his government He alio agrees to give the Emperor 
twenty-Ci lacks, or 225,000! per annum, forgiving the Deivannec, 
or revenues of his NaD6bfliip to the Enghfli j who, m conlideration of 
his Majelty s granting them this Dewannee, alfo engage to become fecu- 
ntifs for the Nabbb^ajim al Dowlah s regularlv paying that fum to the 
'Ei'mptror 1 The abfurdity of thefc mock negociations will bell appear 
by a reference to the treaties themfelvcs j for which purpofe, as well as 
for more clearly flicwmg the entire fubjaSioa of thae Indian Prmces, 
we mull crave the readers patience to turn to the Appendix, N" Xyil 
to XXIIl pages 27 to 37 , 

With rcfpeiS'to the relation which the Englilh Ball India Company at 
iprefcnt bears to the Nabdbs of Bengal, we cannot explam it in a better 
manner than Lord Clive has already done to the Dirtilors of that Com- 
pany, upon the fubjefl of this Nabdb Najim al Dowlah, of whom we 
nave been jnll fpeakmg His Lordlhip s words are thefe 

-f- “ Conlidenng the excefles we havf of late years mamfelled m our 
“ conduft, the Prmces of HiodoMn will not rtajify tmagme us capable 
“ of moderation, nor can we expeifl they will ever be attached to us by 
" any other motive than fear Meer Jaffier, Coffim Ally, the prefent 
“ Nabfib, and even Mahomed Ally the Nabdb of Arcot (the belt Muf- 
f “ fdlman I everjtnew) have afforded mllanees fufficient of their mclma- 
■*' tions to throw off the Englilh fupenonty No opportunity will ever 
*' be negledled that feems'to favour an attempt to extirpate us, though 
“ -the -conTequences, while we keep our army complete, mull m the end 
" be more fatal to themfelves This impatience under the fubjedhon, 
“ as I may -call it, to Europeans is natural , but fo great is the infatu- 

ahon of the natives of this country, that they look no farther than the 
“ prefent moment, and“-will put their all to the hazard of a Engle battle 
“ Even our young Nabflb, who is the iffuc of a prollitute, who has little 
“ abilities, and lefs education to fupply the -want of them j mean, 
" weak, and ignorant as this man is, ne would, if left to himlclf and 
I “ a few of his artful flatterers, purfuc the very paths of his predeceffors 
“ It IB impoffiblc, therefore, to trufl him with power and be fafe If 
** you mean to mamtain your prefent pollcffions and advantages, the 
" command of the army ana receipt of tbe revenues mujl be kept m your 
“ ovin bands j every -wifli he may exprefs to obtain either, be affured, 
■“ IS an^ indication of his defire to reduce jou to your original fate of 

•t Part of the 15th paragraph of 0 Letter, dated Calcutta, thtjoih Septemb-r 1765 
Aotuemtic PAriRj, p 29. 
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“ dependeiwyt to which you can ?icver now return without ceA;SINg to 

EXIST.” 

This our young Nab6b Najim al Dowlali, by the agreement ^ made 
between him and the Company in July 1765, was to have a fettled 
income,' out of the revenues of the Bengal provinces, of conliderably 
more tlian fifty-three lacks of ficca rupees per annum. Within two or 
three months afterwards, in confequence of the penetrating dnipedtions 
that had been made by Lord Clive and Mr. Sykes, it was reduced 
to lefs than forty-two lacks -f : but he died fuddenly on the 8th May 
1766, within fifteen months after his exaltation to the Mufnud. 

The allowance to his brother and fucceffor Meer Kaneyah, alias Seyf 
al Dowlah, a youth of about fifteen years old, was reduced to thirty-fix 
lacks, which however he did not long enjoy, btaving, on the loth of 
March 1770, alfo died fuddejily. 

His youngefi: brother Mobareck al Dowlah, a youth of about thirteen 
years of age, was the next Nabob. His allowance upon his accefiion to 
this nominal Government was fettled by the Company’s fervants in 
Bengal, at thirty-two lacks a year j but it was lefiTened, in the fame yeas 
1770, to fixteen lacks by the Court of Directors ; who at the fame, time 
alfo reduced the income of the mmifter Mahomed Reza Khawn, from 
nine to five lacks per annum. 

Our prefent Nabob Mobareck al Dowlah, though a child, ha^ already 
been furnifhed with a fbraglio, which will fcarce contribute to promote 
a long life : but when, or how Mobareck may die, we pretend not to 
forefee. However, as he is the only remaining fon of Meer Jaffier, and 
eonfidering the late fatality among Nabobs, it is reafonable to imagine 
the race of them in Bengd is veiy nearly at an end. It is probable 
our prefent young Nab6b may prove the lafi: of his family, and he may 
. likewife wmd up the bottom of this office, with refpe<fl to. the human 
race. Whenever he dies, in any way, perhaps one of the 
elephants may be thought no irhproper fuccelfor, that being an animal 
of great ffiew, very long-lived, equally tradlable^ and not fo expeiir- 
^ five to maintain as the pageant parts of the human race. 


* See Appendix, No. XXIII. p. 37;^ - 

f See Lord Clive’s Letter ^o the Court of Directors. Authentic Papers^ 
concerning India Affairs, page 27. And Sykes’s Letter to the Select Committee 
at Calcutta. Appendix , XXXIX. p 139, &c. 

X Stee Sykes’s Letter to the Select Committee. Appendix , page 138. > 
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, REMARK6 on the foreooino CHAPTERS 

" O -■ 1 

4.1. i_ " • 

M any mtelligeht gentlemen in England, who are unacquainted 
with the affairs of India, when they hear the Grand Mogul of 
ihe^NSbdb of Bengal mentioned, jmagme them to be mdependcnl 
PfinccS, poffeffed_of temtoncs in thei^ own right, and either ruling 
Iheit fubjefts by their oWn will, or by the eftnbhdied lawJ of India. 
The foregomg chapters, we hope, will fet thofe matters in a true light, 
and Cohvmce the impartial reader, that nothing can be more diftant 
from truth Rt prefcnt than the idea of fuch ind^cndency The Nabdbs 

of Bengal are no other than the tools of the Englilh Eaft India Com- 
pany and thar RCprefentatives in ACa, through whom not only the na- 
tives, but evcn.En|Itlhmen, in thofe remote parts, are expofed to eveir 
frwaes of oppreffibn 1 for fo enevous is the prefent iituation of Britiih 
fribjeifts m thofe countnes, that it is m faft now eafily in the power of 
the Governor of Bengal, tihenever he plcafes, to depmc any one of fo 
much of his property as lies Within tie NatSb s domimons, or even of 
his life, lliould he truft hurtfelf there, without its being poflible for 
juihee to be procured againll fuch offenders by any laws now in being 
there, or even here, according to the prefent ftate of things and con- 
ihtution of the Company Every fubfequent chapter will fene more 
to convmce the reader of the truth of thefe offertions 
1 The only land which the Enghfli Eaft India Company ever legally 
held by a regular: grant from a real Mogul, was what the Emperor 
TurruUifccr granted theta in the year 1717, which was not qmte fif- 
teen acres, wherever they cftabhftied their faflones, as will be fticwn 
in the following chapter And from all the concurrent teftimonics pro- 
duced in our fourth and fifth chapters concerning the Dewannee and 
the Nabob, to which tclbmomes even the Right Honourable Lord Clive 
‘himfelf has contributed, it apptars clearly, that, according to the injliiu- 
tions of tie empire, the Nabob, Nazim, or Suhahdar of Bengal, or in- 
deed of any other part of Hindoftin, had no power oier tlic rcicnues, 
he being liable to he called upon for the whole amount of them, after 
being paid the neceflary expences of the Nizimut 

ThcNabdb therefore could have no right to difpofe of the revenues, 
■much lefs to bellow the rank of nobihty by creating Omrahs of the 

empires 
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eiiiphoi to {ilienate lands, or ^giant away to another perfon, by a for- 
mal and publiO adl, any part of a jagueer which he might himfdf have 
held only conditionally5 in appearance, from the Emperor, as a Ja- 
gueerdar ; which being all imperial adls,, could only be done by an 
Emperor eftabliihed "on the throne of Dehly, and fuch an oiiC' there has 
not ‘been for many years paft ,* confeq^uently all the tenures of fuch ter- 
ritories and revenues as liave been taken by the Englifh Company, ‘be- 
yond what were granted them in 1717 by Furrukhfeer, are not legally 
Valid, according Jo the conjiifutton ofJhe Mogul cmpirei but polleffions 
acquired and held either by ^dolence or ufurpation. 

To fuppofe the exigence of the old eEabhtlied laws and adtual form 
of government of the Mogul empire, and to argue therefrom, is highly 
abfurd in fpeaking of the piefent ftate of affairs, when no fuch laws or 
empire exift. In all the publications therefore v/hiCh have lately been 
made of thofe matters, ^we meet wirli numbetlefs abfurdities and con- 
tradictions j the parties thefnfelves having made the conftitution of the 
Mogul empire appear juft what they -pleafed, by reprefen ting things in 
fuch lights as belt Ferved to promote their own temporary interefts. 

Thus in the memorial from the Court of -DireCtbrs of the Englifli 
Qompany to the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty, on the fubjeCt of com- 
plaints from the Dutch Eaft India Company, dated the 3d February 
1762, the Direftors by very ingenious arguments endeavour to con- 
vince their Sovereign, that the Nabob of Bengal was de 'fadlo, whatever 
he might be de jurci a ^ fovereignprince, and the Mogul nobody, be- 
caufe at that time it was iCquifite for their purpofe that Jnffier Ally 
Ivhawn, out Company’s fitfl Nabob, diould appear independent. The 
Right Honourable Lord Clive at that time fupported the fame doClrine, 
hecaufe, m gratitude fdr his having fecured to that officer the Nabob- 
ffiip of Bengal, that Nabob had made his "Lordffiip an Omrahj and by 
appointing him a Jagueer, made -him a "Jagueer ddr, or Lord of the 
Company’s lands, who were thereby fr^edfrom all dependence, excepl on 
‘‘ his Lordfiip But when it becomes necdfary to affume the 

DewannCe, as we have juft feen, then our Nabob is' nobody ^ and 
Shah Allum iffues his Royal Firmauns with all Imp'enal authority.,. 

The faClis, that none of thefe revolutions or pretended gfants can be 
fupported upon principles ofjuftice. In all the.lranfaClions we have 
taken notice of,^ there was no right but that of the longeftTword, noF 
any law except the will ©f the conquerors j who could, upon all fuch 

I 

* See A Defence, &c printed for J. "Broth erton, in CornhiJ], 1762, page 22. , 

f See Lord Clive’s Letter to the Proprietors, punted for /. Nourfe, 1/64, 
pages 34 to "36. ' , - - ' 
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occafions^ have taken for themfelyes, or given to the Company tvhat- 
they pleafed, having no check but tbetr tmm confctencts, or fcldom any 
rule b\It that of convmtence 

Tiie 'Black Nabobs had the lime realbn for appeanng to hold their 
Nabdbflups by virtue of Imperial Sunnuds, as the Enghlh Company 
had for pretending to hold their firfl: lands by grants from the Nab6b, 
and their fubfequent Demannee from the Mogul, though tliey fliould be 
under the neceffity for each purpofc rcfpcflively to create their own 
iSabdbs or Emperors viz the havmg fomething oftcnfible to Icreen 
their ufurpation, in cafe their pretended right IhouTd be difputed by any 
other power j but as the fwonl alone would decide the point in India, 
tins cloak feems to have been chiefly calculated, for ferviCc m our nor- 
thern climates 

Perhaps Lord Clive had this idea pnoclpally in view, as- a farther fe- 
cunty for his Jagueer, when on his lafl; tnp to Bengal he changed the 
'late of the^ Company s affairs lb Ipeedily, by altering all the treaties 
then fubfiftihg, exalting the Pnnce Ally Gohar, and introducing the 
Company as denving every thmg immediately from this our new- 
created EMPdRon, by the raanaeuvre of the Dewannec In the then 
Hate of the Company s afinirs, it was poffible that the litigation refpedl- 
ing his ja^eer might be revived, or that even Government might inter- 
fere therein, and his Lordflim well knew that he could fcarce hate 
continued in the enjoyment of it, if the Company had been averfe to 
his fo doing mucli lefs could he ever have obtained liitiSfaftion from 
the Icmos or anuts of HtnJoJMn, to iihich, in the opinions of the ablcfl 
lawyers here, the point mud at* lafl have been referred for decifion 
Eieryltep, therefore, tending farther to ctlabliih the authority of this 
unfortunate Prmcc, as Emperor, and to make the Company appear to 
hold all they poffeffed under that authority which was alfo made to 
confirm his Lordfhip s Jagueer, was adding weight to his own claim j 
and the additional allow-ance of twenty-fix lacks per annum, which his 
Lordfhip pronded for this our Emperor, ivas bindmg him by intcrefl 
to his Lordfliip s fide 

It is fcarce poffible otherwifc to account for this extraordinary and 
bold flop of lus Lordfhip, in affuming theDewannecj which, as we 
have fhewn in our fourtn chapter, had been fo pofitively rejefted by the 
■Company in March 1763 j for it was a flep that ivas highly incom- 
patible wuth the Company s engagements then fubfifbng with the Na- 
bdb, and injunous to that family from whom both the Company and 
hit Lordfhip had denied the greatefl benefits, nay, and which could 
;iot fad of laymg open and cxpoling the affairs offthe Company to thofe 

national 
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iKitional inquiries which followed j while in fadl they had not in Ben- 
g.il the appearance of receiving immediately any leal advantage fiom 
die change. That the reader may perceive more clearly the tinth of 
tills lafl ailertion, wc will lay before him a flioit view of the advantages 
gained by the Company upon tlie treaties fubfifting when Lord Clive 
and his Committee arrived in Calcutta, compared with tliofc, made by 
them upon their ahuming of the Dewannee. 

In order to form a right judgment of this comparifon, the reader 
muft be hrft informed of the true value of the Zemindary of the late 
Rajali Bulwant Sing. At the capital city of Banaras, the judicious 
Governor Vanfittart and hiS Council had, towards the end of the year 
1764, eftabliflied a fadory conlifting of a Chief and Council, for the 
colledlion of the revenues of that Zemindary, which was likewife more 
advantageoufly fituated for extending and increafing the fales- of broad- 
cloth' and other ffaple articles imported by the Company, than any other 
fadlory they polTeffed. His Lordfliip and the Secret Committee (who 
appeared on this as well as on many other occalions, to have brought 
from England all knowledge of fhe /late India was in on their arrival) 
upon rehnquifliing this Zemindary, refolved alfo to withdraw the fac- 
tory ; and without duly confulting the fervants of the Company em- 
ployed in that department, were pleafed to ' fix the revenues of the 
country for the laft year tliey refolved the Company fiiould hold it, end- 
ing the 27th November 1765, at twenty lacks of rupees. But it is well 
known that the Rajah, who died about two years ago, colleded near 
four times that fum. His brother, the late Simaam Sing, was adtually 
on the point of making propofals to the Company for giving them forty- 
£ve lacks per annum for that Zemindary, about the time in which this 
country was given up by his Lordfliip. In a very fliort time the Com- 
pany tlierefore might witli the greatefl propriety, after making every . 
equitable allowance to the Zemindar, have collected fifty lacks ; and 
upon his demife, by keeping the lands in . their own hands, upon the 
footing of the Calcutta Pergunnahs, there is not the leafl doubt to be _ 
entertained of their having foon yielded eighty lacks, or one million - 
ilerling per annum. 
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Upon the treaties fublifbng in Govervor Spencer's tune, Fe- 
bruary 175J (See the Appendix, N“ XIV andi XV pages 21, 
22, 6cc 

Sicca Rnpccj Poandj Sterling 

The acceffion of fire lacks of Sifco, rupees 
per month, in confideration of the Com- 
pany s mihtary expenccs, is, per ajtnum 6,000,000 
The revenues of; Burdwln, Mldniporc, and 
ChitUgong, (cxclulive of Calcutta and 
the 24 Peigunnahs) agreeably to an cfti- 
mate of Lord Qives . _ - 5,000,000' 

Xhe revenues of Ghazipore, Batidra?, &c. 
dillri& of the Zemind^ry, of Buhvant 
Sing, which for the reafons before given 
may with great, moderation be eftimated V 

at ----- - 4,5oo,t>oo 


15,500,000 

Or, ati2S 6d each ----- - t>943»75Qi 

Upon Lord Clive’s Treaties in Auguft 1765, (fee 
the Appendix, N“ XVdr XVIir XXII and XXIII 
pages 27, 29, 36 apd 371) 

S/ccaJtupeei 

His Lordihip himfclf "• elhmated, that th? 
who'e revenues of the. CUmpanws pro- 
vinces m Bengal, Bajiir and. Onfe,, (ei- 
clufive of Calcutta and the 24 Pergun- 
nahi) would -amount to - - - 25,000,001? 

From which mull be,deduaed. 

The annual Ihpend proyided by 
his Lordlhip for the- Empmsr 
Shah , Allum - - 2,^00,000, 

The annual, allowance to the 
Nabdb of Bengal, which 
though afterwards reduced, 
wasnrftfixed at - 5,386,131 

7>986,t3i 


17,013,869 

Or, at 2S 6d, each 2,126,733 


See Autiiii Tic Pah»i, page 36 
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The difference in favour of Lord Clive's treaties, according to this 
effimate, which compiehcnds eveiy aiticle of a permanent natuie, is 
only one hundred* and eighty-two thoufand nine-hundred and eighty- 
thiee pounds fferling per annum, even -admitting that, agreeably to his 
Lordfliip5 effimate, 250 lacks had been adlually colle<fled ; which we 
believe, from a variety of caufes, has not been the cafe in any one year 
from his Lordfliip’s effabhfliment to this day. It is true, that the Na- 
bob, Sujah alDo^^lah, upon his being reffored to his country, paid 
the Company fifty lacks of rupees, agreeably to the fixth article of the 
treaty, as an indemnification for their charges in the war. But this 
being only a temporal y advantage, againff which muff be alfo placed 
the extiaordinary charge of that campaign, it cannot with propriety be 
included in our effimate among the articles of a pernu^nent annual re- 
venue. 

If then we place againff the before-mentioned 1 82,983 1 . the '400,000!. 
now paid annually to Government, and the additional iriiprovements 
wliich might have been moff reafonably expefted from Bulwant Sing’s 
Zemindary, it muff be allowed- that his Lordfliip’s alteiations, upon af- 
fuming the Dewannee, have been no way for tlie intereff of the Com- 
pany, even without bringing to account ' the amazing increafe in the 
charges of the civil and military effablifliments, which has been another 
ill confequence, to the almoff entiie'abforption of the revemies. 

Even the Court of Eaff India Diredlors feem to have been foon fen- 
fible of this greatly-increafing charge, by their letter to the Seledt Com- 
mittee at Bengal, dated the i6th March iy68 ; wherein, after effimat- 
ing what the various articles of increafe in their militaiy^ and other 
charges v/ould amount to, exclufive-of what might be paid to tlie Ma- 
rahtahs, if their treaty v*dth-that nation fhould come to a concluffon,tliey 
thus proceed, in the 140th paragraph. When thefe calculations are 
“ made, you mlTfind we alr-eady approach the titmoji h?nifs of nbhat 
“ expence can be afforded from the reve7nies : and fhould there be occa- 
‘-'fioh for^any militaiy operations, it will be'found'we have not altered 
‘‘ our fituation' much to our advantage ',,but- have 'only exchanged a cet't am 
“ profit in commerce for a precarious one in Revenue.” 
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, CHAP TO 

3n the MOGULS FIRMAUNS, the P^usports called DUS- 
TUCKS, and the early POSSESSl ONS oftheENGLJSH 
in BENGAL 

T he Portugueze, who after the firft ddcovencs of Valeo de Gamj, 
in 1497, po/Tdled the grcatell power and trade in India for near a 
xntury, uninterrupted by any European nval, had fcttlements eftabhlhed 
It Surat, and other places on the Malabar coaft , at Amadat 4 t m the King- 
dom of Guezrat , -on the coaft of Gorotnandel and in Bengal, long before 
any Lnghfti trading vcftcls vifited India. They were fo early, as about the 
year 1534, m league with the King of Bengal, then independent of the 
court of Dehly, wiom thm aflifted with a large force from Goa againft 
the Pntan, Shcre IChau n Their principal fcttlements in Bengal at firft were 
Porto Grande, which we now call ChitOgong, and near Hoogly, Porto 
Pequeno, where, or thereabouts, they ftill preierve their prefent fettlement 
of Banddl which fettlement at Hoogly was afterwards confirmed to them 
by the Emperor Shah Selccm, or Jehan Guccr, the grandfather of the fa- 
mous Aurengrebe, on condition of their protedhng the Bay and Coaft of 
Bengal againll the incurCons of the Mugg pirates, which ivcrc at that time 
scry frequent 

Queen Elizabeth wias the firft of Bntifli Sorcrcigns who interefted them- 
fclvcs m the soyages of die Englifti round the Cape, to theEaft] haiing 
for the purpofe of cftabliftiing a trade in India and China, fent her roj^l 
letters, by the adventurers of thofc times, to fevcral of the Emperors and 
Princes ol thofc coiinincsj parucularly m the year 1 583, by two merchants, 
named John New bery and Ralph Pitch j and indie year 1596, by two 
others, named Richard Allot and Thomas Bromficld 

Her Mayefty s letter, dated in Eebruary 1583, fent by Mr John New- 
bery to the Great Mogul, or Emperor Akbur, was as follows 

' Eltrabeili, by die Grace of God, &.c To the moft Imincible and moft 
*' Migliiic Prince, Lord ZIelabdim Echebar, King of Cambaya, Invincible 
“ Emperor, Kc 

“The great aftcflion which our fubjefls hate to tifit the moft diftant 
'* places ot the world, not wstliout good will and intention to introduce 
" the trade of meichandifc of al nations whatfocser they can, ly which 
" meancs the mutual and fncndly trafique of mcrchandifc on both fidcs 

“ may 
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" may come, is the caufe that the bearer of this letter, John Newbery, 
jointly with thofe that be in his company, with a cuiteous and honeft 
boldnelTe, do rcpaire to the borders and countreys of your empire, wee 
doubt not but that youi Imperial Majeftie, through your royal grace, will 
‘‘ favourably and friendly accept him. And that ye would do it the rather 
for oui fake, to make us greatly beholding to your Majeftie , wee fliould 
“ more earneftly, and with more words, require it, if wee did think 
“ It needful. But by the ftngulai report that is of your Imperial Majeftie’s 
humanitie in thefe uttermoft parts of the world, wee ate greatly eafed of 
that burden, and therefore wee ufe the fewer and lefle words : onely we 
requeft, that becaufe they are our fubjedts, they may be honeftly in- 
treated and received. And that in refpedt of the hard journey which they 
“ have undertaken to places fo far diftant, it would pleafe youi Majeftie, 
“ with fome hbertie and fecuiity of votage to gratifie it, with fuch pri- 
“ vileges as to you fliall feem good , which eurtifie, if your Imperial 
Majeftie fhal to our fubjedls at our requefts performe, wee, accord- 
‘‘ ing to our royal honour, will recompence the fame with as many 
** deferts as- we can. And herewith we bid your Imperial Maieftieto fare*- 
wel"^.” 

/ 

Mr Ralph Fitch, who wiites the narrative recorded in Hackliiyt, men- 
tions their having ftaid at the court of the Emperor Akbur, which was thenc 
held at Futtehpore, until the 28th September 15855 but takes no notice 
of any privileges then obtained. 

The firft Englifliman, as may be gathered from Purchases Colledlion, 
who obtained privileges from ^e Grand Mogul in favour of this na- 
tion, was a John Mildenhall -f*. He fet out from London in the year 
1599, upon a voyage up the Streights 5 after which he proceeded over* 
land from Aleppo, through Perfia, to the Mogul’s court at Agra, (but waa 
, a confiderable time on his journey, the reafons for which delay he gives 
no_ account of) where he arrived in 1603, He was, as well as his letters, 
very gracioufly received by the Emperor, to whom he prefented a 
Nuzzer of twenty- nine fine horfes, and fome jewellery 5 but met with 
great oppofition from the intrigues of the Jefuits, particularly the Ita- 
lians, of whofe enmity he complains much , and could do nothing for 
want of the language of the country. He therefore applied hard, and 
made himfelf fufficiently mafter of the Perfian tongue, whereby he 

^ See Richard Hackluyt’s Collection, the ad volume, page 245. Printed, Lon- 
don, 1590 

t SeePuRCHAs’s Pilgrims, ill P^rt of his ad Book, page 114, mno 1625. 

found t 
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found means to ingratiate himfcif -nith the Mogul, and at laid obtained 
Firmauns much to his fatisfoiSion, and which wercfaid to tend greatly 
to the profit and honour of this nation , but we ore not fur nllicd with 
the copies of thofe Firmauns 

Dunng Mr Mildenhall s peregnnation, that is, on the 30th Decem- 
ber m the year i6po. Queen Elizabeth had granttd her firft letters pa- 
tent to certain adiepturers, for fifteen years, for the difeovery of the 
trade to the Eaft, by the name of The Governor -and Companj of Mer- 
chants of London trading into the Eaft Indies i which moft probably 
prevented Mr Mildenhall s Firmauns from appeanng 

Mr Thomas Beft*, who went out to India witli rhe diredlion of two 
thips in 161 1, earned letteka hhewilcfrom King James, and prefents to 
the Great Mogul, Shah Seleem (aftenvards called Noor al Dcen Jehan- 
guecr) then at Agra On the aift Oflober 1612, he fettled articles of 
trade wiith the Mogul Governor of Amadai it and Sur 4 t, of w'hidh he 
aftenvards received a confirmation from the Mogul, in a Firmaun, dated 
at Agra the 25th January 1613 i whereby, among other things, it was 
ftipulated, “ That there fliould be a perpetual peace and free commerce 
•• between the Moguls fubjeflsanJ the Englifli in all parts of his do- 
• minions , that all Englifli goods ftiould pay cuftom after the rate of 
“ three and a half percent upon the Value or price they were worth 
“ V hen put into the cuftom-noufc, and that it fliould be lawful for 
“ the King of England to keep and continue an ambaflador at the 
“ court of the Great Mogul, during the time of the faid peace and 
“ commerce j there to compound and end all fuch great and weighty 
“ queftions as might any vvaj tend to a breach of the faid peace 

In thejear 1614, Sir Thomas Roe -f-, Knight, was appointed, and 
fent by hiE Majefty, King James the Firft, as Ambaflador, with pre- 
fents, and a letter to the Grand Mogul, Shah Seleem, or Jehan-guecr, 
which letter the following is a copy 

“ James, by the Grace of Almighty God, the Creator of hcav cn and 
“ earth. King of Great Britain, Ac Ac 

•• To the High and Mighty Monarch, the Great Mogul, King of the 
oriental Indies of Candahar, Caflimeer Khoraflaan, Ac Greeting 
•' We have notice of your great favor towanls us and our fubjeflr, 
by your great Firmaun to all your captains of rivers, and officers of 
“ your cufloms, for the entertainment ol our loving fubjcAs, the I ng- 
lifli nation, with all kind rcfpcia, at what time locvcr they fliall 

• ScePcsciiAii Pitrauii, Bool: If piSC4s6, Ui 
y Jiio pact J3I. ' t 

" arrive 
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arine at any of the ports within 5^our dominions, and that they may 
“ have qniet trade and commeicc, without any kind of hindrance or 
“ molcflation, 6cc. as by the ai tides concluded by Sheik Siiffee, Go- 
” vernor of the Guzerats, in your name, with oui loving fubied Cap r 
“ tain Thomas Bed, appcarelh : having thought it meet to fend unto 
you oui amballadoi uhich may more fiiUy, and at large, handle and 
” treat of fuch matters as are lit to be conlidered of, concerning that 
good and friendly concfpondencc which is fo lately begun between 
“ us , and which will without doubt redound to the honour and uti- 
“ litv of both nations. In which confidcration, and for the furthering 
of fuch Jauda.ble commerce, ue liave made choice of Sir Thomas 
Roe, Knight, one of the principal gentlemen of our court, to whom 
we have given comminion under oli great feal of England, together 
with directions and inftruClions, further to treat of fuch matteis as 
may be for the continuance and increafe of the utiLty and profit 
of each othei’s fubjcClt, . - to whom we pray you to give favor and 
‘‘ credit in whatfoevei he lliall move and piopound towards the efta- 
** blifhing and enlarging of the fame. And for confirmation of oui good 
inclination and well-wiflnng towards you, we pi ay you to accept in 
good pait the prefent which our faid ambafiador will deliver unto 
‘‘ you : and fo do commit you to the meiciful pioteCtion of Almighty 
» God ” 

Sir Thomas Roe had his fiift audience at court, then kept at Azmeer, 
on the I oth January i6i6 He was very gracioufly received: and the 
anfvver which the Emperor Jehangueer wrote to King James’s letter, as de- 
livered to Sir Thomas, was as follows. 

-After the ufual preamble and compliments, Your letter, which 
‘‘ you fent me in' the behalf of your merchants, I have leceived, where- 
“ by I reft fatisfied in your tender love towards me 5 and defire you 
not to take it ill, for not having writ unto you heretofore , for this my 
“ prefent letter I fend to renew oui loves, and herewith do certify you 
“ that I have fent forth my firmauns through all my countries to this 
efteCl, that if any Enghfii fliips or merchants fhall ariive in any of 
“ my poits, my people fliall permit and fuffer them to do what they 
“ will freely in their merchandizing caufes, aiding and affifting diem 
in all occafions of injuries that fliall be offered them, and that the 
leaft caufe of difcouitefy be not done unto them, as alfo that they be 
“ as free and freer than my own people. And as now and formeily I 
have received from you divers tokens of your love, fo I defire your 

[ H ] “ mindful- 
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“ mmdfu’ncfs of me by feme novcltj's from your country, ns an argnmenf 
“ of fncndfhip between us for fuch is4he cuftom of Pnnccs here. 

“ As for yonr merchants, I hate given c^nefs order threugb all my 
" coimtty to fuffer them to fell, bUy, tranl^rt, and carry awny at 

their plcafures, without the let or hindrance of any perfon whatfo- 
“ ever, all fuch goods and merchandize, or other things,- as they thall 

“ defirc to buy and let this my letter as fully fatisly you in the defined 

" peace and love, as if my own Ion liad been the mellcngcr to ratify 
•' the lame And if any in my country, not fcanng God, nor ob^- 
“ ing their King, or any other, void of religion, fhould endeavour,. 
“ or be an inftruraent to break this league of fncndfliip, I would fend 
“ my fon, Sultan Khourm, a ibldicr approved in the wars, to cut him. 

*• off, that no obffaclc may hmder the continuance and cncreaCng of our 

“ affefbohs " 

Such was the nature of the firmauns and the encouragement at firlt 
granted to the Englith, at the ipecial requeft of the Sovereigns of Eng*- 
land, in fiivour of the whole nanon By permillion of the Mogul go- 
vernment, the Englilh Company fettled their firft faflory in Ben^l, at 
Hoogly, where the Dutch nad fettled about the year 16251 •he. 
Engbfh faSors at Bengal were dependent upon the Company s fettle- 
ment at Chinipatflm, or Madrafs Hoogly, which is now in ruias, 
was at this time a port of conCdcrable trade j to which all foreigners 
in general reforted, as to the grand emporium for the purchafe and Me of 
all commodities in Bengal but no Europeans were then permuted to raife 
fortifications in Bengal, bang juftly kept totally dependent upon that go- 
vernment, where they had procured themfelves admittance for the avowed 
purpofc of trade only 

As the trade encreafed from the indulgences granted to foreign fcttlers, 
they were naturally objefb of jcaloufy to the natives fo that caufes 
of ddputes frequently arofe in many parts of the empire wheran the 
Europeans had cdablidied thar faflonet The Englilhman frequently 
met with rebufis that he could not rcconale to his notions of libeily, and 
the Mogul governors were ns frequently difappointed in their expeilitions 
of Afiatic fcrvile obedience from LngliUimvn i fo that irregularity and dif- 
order were as often committed on one fide, as violence and oppreflion on 
the other 

Such contclls were by no means favourable to the Company 0 trade j 
anil they \ era unhappily earned to fuch lengths, particularly at the 
Compan) I fettlcmcnts on the Malabar toad, that about the jear 1685, 
th- Company thought the) had no alternative, but either to withdraw 
their trade, or refid by force the violences of the Nabdbsj which were 

after- 
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afterwards not a little aggravated and exaggerated by their governor of 
Bombay. Having before them, from the tranfadions of the Portugueze, 
recent proofs of the veiy gieat advantages over the natives of India, 
which were to be had fiom an Euiopean naval armament, and the re- 
gular difciplinc of European infanLy, the Company determined upon 
trying what they could cfFe<fl by force, and, having obtained permif* 
fion from King James the lid. they fitted out and fent one fleet to 
cruize off Surat, and to take, plunder and deftroy all Indian fliips and 
veflels 5 and another fleet with troops to Bengal, to adt vigoroufly in that 
quarter. 

The fleet on the Malabar coafl made immenfe booty at fea, from in- 
difcriminatcly plundering all Indian mcrchant-fliips, whilfl the troops 
•in Bengal, undf'r the command of^Mr. Job Chanock, the Company’s 
chief fadtor at Hoogly, eyperienccd many changes of foitune. Sii John 
Child, the Company’s governoi at Bombay, by his imprudent condudt 
prolonged the war until June 1690, which was fatal to the then Com- 
pany, having cofl; them above four hundred thoufand pounds flrerling, 
before they could get rid of it, befides the forfeiture of their privileges, 
and the lofs of their credit with the Indians and the Mogul j whofe 
governor of 'Surat, Sedee Yacoob, took Bombay, and impnfoned the 
Company’s fadtors, obliging them to pafs through the ftreets witli irons a- 
bout their J- necks. 

“ The bad fuccefs of this war obliged the Enghfh to fue for peace and 
'' pardon from the then Emperor Aurengzebe j for which purpofe they 
“’difpatched from Surat two of their fadtors to Dehly, under the names 
“ of Enghfh Ambafladors : one, Mr. George Weldon, who was firfl: in 
c'ommiflion, and Mr. Abraham Navaar, a Jew'', who was fecond. 
“ They w'ere brought to Aurengzebe’s prefence, after a new mode for 
“ ambafladors, their hands being tied by a fafh befoie them, and were 
“ obliged to proflrate themfelves. The King gave them a fevere repri- 
" mand, and then afked their demands. They firfl: made a confeffion of 
their faults, and defired^ pardon j then, that their Firmaun, which , was 

* Hamilton, Vol Ift, pages 185 to 229, in his account of the Eafl: Indies, where he 
'commanded a vclTel m the coafting trade for many years, gives a fhocking account of the 
'conduct of Mr. John Child, who was related to Sir Jofiah Child, then at the head of the 
Company’s affairs irt England This Mr Child, appointed governor of Bombay about the 
year 1682, was fson afterwards made general in India, and created a Baronet for money (fays 
our author), which the Company knew how to apply to the necelBties of King Charles. He 
is reprefented to have been guilty of every fpecies of tyranny, oppreflion, injuftice and 
plunder, alike towards the natives of the country and his own fellow-fubjedls , and to haVe 
inv'olved the Company m this war, which at laft ended as difgracefully to himfelf as to the 
Company and the Kingdom. 

f Account of the East Indies by Aletiandcr Hamiltsn^ Harris, 

Vol. Iff, pages qoi, &c, 

[ H 2 ] " forfeited,' 
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“ forfeited, fliould be renewed, and that the Sedee and his army fliouH. 
“ be ordered off the ifland of fombay 

“ Aurengzrbe, who was a nuld and wife pnnce, accepted of their fuh- 
“ miffion, land yiardoned their faults, on condition that Governor Child 
" Ihould leave India in nine months, and never come back again and the 
“ 'Firmaun was renewed, on condmon that fatisfadion Ihould be given to 
“ his fubjetSs on account of debts contrafled, robberies committed, 
“ “and Ioffes and damages made good 

' Matters being thus fettled from the great lenity of the Mogul, the Com- 
pany s agent in Bengal, Mr Job Chanock, obtained leave for the Englifli 
to return to their fadlories. He did not choole to return to Hooglv, and 
therefore firfl fettled at Ulbareea, a village Ctuated on a creek upon the 
weftem fide of the nver, near forty mdes below Hoogly , but, finding this 
place inconvenient, he afterwards obtained leave from the Nabhb to Icttlp 
Ins faflory at Sootanutfy, a nllagc now comprehended in the diftnfls of 
the prefent town of Calcutta ’> ' ,, 

Su. years afterwards, that is, about the year 1696, fcvcral of the hcrc- 
dnary landholders, headed by the RSjah of Bnrdwnin, declared thcmfclvea 
indepiendent of the Mogul s governor or Nabdb of Bengal , and, having 
laifed a confiderable force, they proceeded to the taking and plundering of 
Hoogly, the capital Vllirlhedabad, and Ragemahl, before a Itop could, be 
put to their rebellion The Englifli, French and Dutch, with great pro- 
feflions of attachment, declared m favour of the Nabfibj and availed them- 
Iclvcs of this cnnfufion to fortify thcir'lctdcments, under the pretence of 
lelt defence Thus arofe the walls of the Dutch fort at Chinfurah, the 
French fort at Chandcmagorc, and Fort William at tlie Englifli fcttlcmcnt 
of Calcutta 1 

The Nabfib who had been font by the Mogul Aurengzebe, to quell this 
rebellion, was Azim al Shawn, a man of a moll avanaous dilpofition 
which enabled the Englifli, by bribery, to obtain hi confent for their 
purchafing of rhe Zemindars, or licreditaiy landholders, the Zeminddry 
rights of the diflnQs round them, to the extent of about one mile and 
a half fquare, by which they annexed the villages of Calcutta and Go- 
vindpore to their junldifiion, the accuflomed royaliies being referred to the 
Nabdb 

Tile advantages which the natives found under this new eflabliflicd 
'government, from the favour flievvn to the Englifli, and the great increafc 
of trade after the union of their two Companies, brought a great concourlc 
of people to the Englifli fclilemcnt j the importance of which incrcafed lb 
fall, that, in the year 1707, the Directors m England appointed Calcutta 
to he a Prtfidcncy, independent of Madrafs 
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We do not Fear of any thing faither paffing with the Com t of Dehly 
refpeding the Firmauns of the. Engliflv, till the reign of the ^Emperor 
Furrukhfeer. , The trade of the Enghfli Company in Bengal had, from 
the period of their fubmiffion to Auieng'^ebe, continued to grow daily 
more important, but 'it was mot cairied on without frequent interrup- 
tions from the officers of the Mogul government, which it was hardly 
pofiible to avoid with a colony fo htuated. Being fenfible likewife of 
the piecarious tenuies of their eftabliQiments in Bengal and elfewhere, 
in the year 1715, the Company fent a deputation of two gentlemen to 
tlie Court of Dehly j one an EnglKhman, named John Surman, and 
the other a very confiderable Armenian merchant, named Cogee Sei- 
haud, to follcit redrefs for paft, and fecurity againft future oppreffionsj- 
for an extenfion of their old, and for many new 'privileges j and parti- 
cularly for a fmall fpot of ground to be allowed them wherever they 
fettled a fadtory. 

. It was upon this deputation that the Englifh Eaft India Company ob- 
tained their Grand Firmaun, exempting them from paying any duties 
upon their trade within the Mogul’s dominions, on paying a Pefhcufo, 
or acknowledgment of ten thoufand inpees per annum. As this is the 
Firmaun by which they were governed, till they themfelves becanqe the 
makers of Nabobs and Moguls, 'and will fhew what parts of the peti- 
tions of our ambaffadors were granted, \\'e give it intire to our, readers, 
in the tranflation which Mr. James Fiafer, a gentleman well acquainted 
with the Perfian language, has made of it, and inferted in his Hiftory of 
Nader Shah, viz. : 

, ' ‘ All governors, people in offices, &c. who are at prefent, and (hall 
‘ be hereafter in the province of Ahmedabad, and in the fortunate 
‘ ports of Surat and Cambay, being in uhopes of the royal favour, 

‘ Know, that at this time Mi John Surman and Cogee Serhaud, fac- 
‘ tors to the Englifh, have reprefented, That cuftoms on Engliffi 
goods all over the empire are pardoned, except at the port of Suiat, 
“ and that at the -.faid port from the time -of the late Emperor Shahab 
al Deen Shah Jehan, two per cent, was fettled as cuftoms , fiom the 
time of tlie late Emperor Mohy al Deen Mahome.d Aurengzebe' Al- 
lumgueer, three and a half per cent, was appointed , and in other 
“ places none molefled them on this account : and in the time of the 
‘‘ Emperor Abul Mazuffer Bahadr Shah, two and a half per cent, was 
‘‘ fettled, and is jn force until now. By reafon of the oppreffions of 
the government officers there, it is three years- fince they have with- 
“ drawn their fadlory. In the provinces of Bahar and C)rifia this na- 
V tion pays iio cuftoms j and in ,the port of Hoogly, in the province 
, “ of 
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'• of Bengal, they yearly give gjiDoo rupees ncknowlcSgment In lieu 

of cufloms j they are in hopes, that, according to the cuftom of other 
“ ports, in the port of Surat likewifc a yearly acknowledgment may 
“ be fettled in lieu of cuftoms they agree therefore to a j early Peflicufli, 
" or acknonledgment of ten thoufand rupees 

‘ The order that ful^cdls the world to obey it, and which tnuft be 
' flniflly followed, is ifliicd forth that fince they agree to ten thoufand 

‘ rupees Pelhc6lh at the port of Surat, take it ) early j end, belida 

* that, moleft them on no account And what goods or effefts their 

‘ failors bring or carry away, by land or water, to and from the ports 

• of the provinces and other pjarts, looking upon them to be cuftom- 
s free, let them buy and fell at their plcaJure And if, in any place, 
' any of their effcai fliould be ftolen, ufc your utmoft endeavours to 
‘ recover them, delivering the robbers to punifhmcnt, and the goods 

• to the owner j and wherever they fettle a faQory, or buy and felL 
‘ goods, be afllfting to them on all juft occafionsi and whomfoever of 
‘ the merchants, &c they may have a juft demand on by accounts, 

' according to equity, give the Englifti their due, and let no perfon 
' injure their faQors They have likewife humbly reprtfented, " That 
“ me Dewins m the provinces may demand tbe onginal Sunnud, or 
»< a copy, widi the Nizun or DewSn s feal affixed, that to produce the 
“ onginal in every place is irapradlicable | they are therefore in hopes, 
“ that a copy under the Kizy s feal lhall be credited, and thw not de- 
" mand the onginal Sunnud, or moleft them on account of a copy, 
“ with the Nizira or Dewins feal And m the ifland of Bombay, be-. 

longing to the Enelifti, where Portugueze coins arc current, that, 
“ according to the cuftom of Madraft, coins may be ftruck and that 
•' whoever of the Company s fcrvanti, being in debt, runs away, may 
‘ be fent to the chief of the fadlory, and that on account of the 

• Fowidary, and other forbidden amclca (by which means the Com- 
^ panys faflors and fervants are vexed and ddeouraged^ they be not 

molcfted “ 

‘ The ftnfl and high order is tfliied forth, that a copy, under the 
^ Kizy s feal, be credited j and that in the ifland of Bombay fortunate 

* coins, ftruck according to the cuftom of the empire, be current j and 
‘ wholocvcr of the Company s tervants, being indebted, runs away, 

' let him be taken and delivered to the chief of the faOory, and let 

• The Foindlr In all great citica It the magillnte for licfnfiog of difoidcrlf boofea, and 
tbv files of rpirituoui liquon amt ukra cognaance ofHou, ftc on which account, bjf ibe 
irrrgularit ct of ihc Eoglith faHori, the Cooiruny't fcrranii were frcrjutnllj capofed to dilE- 
culuti TTilt tcIiCTcd them flora the Fowrolr'ajuri'ihflioo 

• them 
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‘‘ them not be molefted on account of the forbidden articles. They have 
^ Lkewife reprefented, That in Bengal, Bahar and Onffa the Com- 
pany have factories, and that they aie willing to fettle in other places. 
“ They are in hopes, that wherever they fettle forty ^ Begas of ground 
'' may be gracioufly bellowed on them by the Emperor 5 and that their 
fliips fometimes, by reafon of tempefts, run afliore and are wi eckod, and 
^ that the governors of the ports do,, in an oppreffive manner, feize the, 
** goods, and in fome places demahd a quarter part,” 'the 'royal order 
is ifliied forth, that they adl according to the cuftoms of the fadlones 
in other provinces in regard to this nation, who have fadories in the' 
'' ImperiaL ports and. dealings at court, and have miraculoufly obtained _ 
* a Firmaun, exempting them from cufloms. Take care, in a juft 
'' manner, of the goods of their fhips that are wrecked or have loft their 
paflage ; and in all affairs adt according to this great order, and 
'' demand not a new giant yearly. In this be pundual. Written on 
' the 4th of Saffer, in the 5th year, of.this glorious reign.’ (The 6th. 
January i/i 6-7 ) 

Mr. Vanfittart,. in his narrative of tranfadlions in Bengal, has given, 
another tranflation of this Firmaun, which^ differs in many, parti- 
culars, and even in date, from this of Mr. Frafer. Both thefe autho- 
rities are fo good that we do not know which to give the preference to : 
however, as they do not differ in any of the principal points, it is need- 
lefs to fwell this chapter with the other tranflation ,, which, the. curious- 
reader may confult in Mr.. Vanfittart’s work., 

- In order to certify to the officers of the country governments, Ra- 
tioned dt the feveral watch-houfes and cuftom-houfes in the country,, 
what was the merchandize that* was to pafs by -virtue of the Firmaun 
duty-free, it was always cuftomary for the governoi of Calcutta, and-’ 
fometimes the chiefs at fubordinate fadlbries, “to fign a- fhort note in 
Englifh, with a more full one on the fame paper in Perfiair, diredled 
to all officers of the government, in general terms, with an account of 
the goods, the place from whence they were going, and the market 
they were deftined to : to which Was affixed the Company’s broad feal, 
and this was called a- Dustuck. While the Mogul government con- 
tinued in fulT vigour, this Duftuclt. ought to have conducted the Engliffi 
goods, duty-free, to the utraoft confines of his dominions ;,but it foon be- 
came of no fervice out of the Bengal provinces , that is, in other .words, 
it was minded only where the Englifli power could enforce it. By con— 

* About 15 acres *' a-Begabeing about 16,003 fqiwre feet, 
t Vol.I. gage-g. 
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flsnt ufage, and the connivance of the Indian government, thele Dnf- ■ 
tncU were always looked upon as, of nght, belonging to the covenanted 
forvants of the Company allb, for the canying on of their own private 
ttadc ^ 

Such were the privileges which the Engldh obtained by virtue of the 
Firmaun of the Emperor Furrukhfeer, which were intended to guard them^ 
in die tranlpoiting of their goods to and from_thcir principal fettlements, 
againft the irapolmons of fubordinate governors of provinces At the time 
trole pm lieges were granted, and for fame years afterwards, the Indian > 
government could fcarcc feel the loft or inconvenience anfing from this 
general exemption of the trade of the Englith from the payment of 
thofe duties which the natives were fubjefl to j as, while no other un- 
due influence could be ufed, it only occafioned a lofs in the duties upon 
the Englifh trade, which was then inconfiderable, and had not been ex- 
tended but to a few articles The goods nlfo which the Englilh were 
then ufed to buy in the inland country palled through a vancty of hands 
before they recened them, fo that an induAnons and intelligent native^ 
who went about his ov\n buCnefs at firft hand, could, even after paying 
duties, hnng his goods down to market at the Engli/h fettlement as 
cheap as thofe the EngliChman received with the dulhick j as oven the Ar- 
menians, many of them at lead, frequently did But in fucceedmg times, 
with the altered lituation of the country, and of the Company’s allairs, 
the abufe of this pnvilege became the ocetTwn of the greatell hardffiips 
upon the natives j and the lame has been of late years a pnnapal caufe of 
the prefent dillreired Ctuationxif the affairs of Bengal, as will be Ihewn in 
a following chapter. 


CHAP \TII. 

ON THE EARLY TRADE of EUROPEANS to INDIA, avd in 
THE INTERIOR PARTS or HINDOSTANj and on the pre- 
sent DIFPERENCE BrTw een the TRADE or the ENGLISH 
COMPANY AND that of BRITISH INDIVIDUALS and OTHER 
NATIONS JH BENGAL. 

T he European people that firft figured highly in India, as we hare 
before ohferved, were the Portugnerc svho were indebted for all 
their ancient profpenty to the entcrpnCng genius and rcfolule perlc- 
Tcrancc of one of their pnnccs, of wliofc exalted ments they appear to 

have 
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have been blameably infenfible j his fame among them having never 
been, in any juft " degree, proportionate to his^ extraordinary worth ; 
while they have been extravagant in their encomiums on others, whofe 
, 'public merits were comparatively infignifcant. 

This prince was Dorn, or Don Henrtque^ fo named in honour of his 
uncle, Henry IV. of England, fourth fon of John the Firft, King of Por- 
tugal, by his queen, Philippa, daughter of John of Ghent or Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancafter, fourth fon of Edward the Third, King of England. 
Don Henrique was Duke of Vifeu, and, with his father and two of his 
brothers, a Knight Companion of the Moft Noble Order of the Gaiter. 

He was by^ his genius diredfed to deep and ufeful ftudies, and prac- 
tically applied himfelf to the making of naval difcovenes. To him his 
country owes the acquifttion, and Europe its firft knowledge .of the 
Madeira and Azores Iflands , and the fucceffive difcovenes lie direded, 
had, before his death, extended far on the coaft of Guinea. 

His example and fuccefs induced the court and kingdom of Portugal 
to purfue thofe honourable and ufeful undertakings, which were gra- 
dually extended to the Cape of Good Hope, firft known by the name of 
the Cape of Storms j and at length this Cape, after many fiuitlefs 
attempts made by other Commanders, was fuccefsfully doubled towards 
the end of the year 1497, ^7 Valeo de Gama, who purfued his voyage 
afterwards to J- Calicut on the coaft of Malabar; where, in progreffion, 
many other eftablifhments were afterwards made. 

The more early fruits of thefe pro/perous adventures w^ere, the acqui- 
fition of the ports af Angola, which loon made the Portugueze mailers 
of that kingdom ; and likewife the illand of Mofambique, to the eaft- 
ward of the Cape ; from which ifland, for a long time, they carried on 
a very profitable trade wuth the inhabitants of the J oppofite coaft of 
Africa, for gold-dtifi, eleploanis teeth, cowries, 

^ Calo dos Touiienios It was firft difcovered in the year 1487, by Baitholomew Dias. 

f The firji Ameucan land was difcovered by Columbus in 1492, fo that the Eaft and Weft Indies 
were difcovered very nearly together. 

X On the eaftern coaft of Africa, extending from the Cape of Good Hope northward to the 
Red-Sea, arcfeveral good harbours, particularly thofe of Sofala and Melinda. It is well known, 
that the country of Monomotapa, on the fhore of which Sofala is fituated, has in it ver}^ rich gold 
mines, and abundance of elephants , but by being fituated to the eaftward of the Cape of Good 
Hope, the coaft is within the injudicioufly-extenfive limits of thofe regions to which our India 
Company have an exclufive right of trading , who make little other u(e of it than for taking in 
water and cattle on their voyages. With regard to this country, therefore, which might be made 
a fruitful fource of commerce, the India Company’s exclufive right of trade has made them, like 
the deg in the manger, prevent others from obtaining <:n advantage, of which they \,ill not a*. ail 
themfelvcs , which furcly is ?n objedt deferving of national confidcration. 

[ I 3 Til- 
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The navigatron to India bang thos opened by the Portugueze, rt rronld 
probably loon have introdnced many nvals to thepa in thofe fcas, had 
not the difcovery of Amenci fo (pccdily followed it, the nearer Ctua- 
tion of which country, and the fudden ennehing of Spain, by the great 
importations which (he made of Clver from thence, mduced other na- 
tions • to prefer making erpcditions to that quarter of the 'globe, and par- 
ticularly the Engliflj, who were early and luccetilul in their Amencan dif- 
covenes • ‘ 

Portugal therefore was a long time unnvallcd in her Afiatic commerce 
and in however rath and weak a manner the condufled her aSiurs in 
India, from \ain-glory, bigotry, and religious perfccunon, yet the became 
gradually ennehed by it to an amazing degree. This prolpenty of Por- 
tugal conunued to the time of the failure of the male branches of'her 
royal family, of which misfortune Philip the Second of Spain' availed 
himfelf for pretences to take potTeffion’ of that kingdom , whotc views af- 
ternards with regard to Amcnca, and whofc frequent embroils with o- 
ther powers, as well as With Iiis own Netherland tubjeiSs, made him to 
inattentive to other purfuits, as to fumith from his own condnfl and the 
example which he gave to his fucceflbrs, opportunities to the Dutch, 
when they had call off the Spanilh yoke, for elbiblilhing their own power, 
by means tliat greatly injured the Fortugueze fettlements m Afia, Africa 
and America. 

To the ftrong jealouly which Spam entertained of the Portugneze, 
and of courfe her difregird to thar intereft j to her embroils wim the 
reft of Europe, and to her prediledhon for Amencan purfuits, the 
Dutch were pnncipally indebted for thofe opportunities which they had 
tlie fkill fully to avail tbemfclves of, for eftablifhing thar intereft and 
power in Afia j which till lately, particularly from their monopoly of 
the fpicc trade, had been long fupenor in India to that of all the other 
powers of Europe, and which yetis, and probably will continue, on a scry 
formidable footing 

In the firft age of the Fortugueze power in India, their merchants 
ufcd to trade inland to the mod intenor parts of Hindoftdn ; fuch 
as Agra, Azmecr, Burramporc, Lahoirc, and down the nver Indus, to 
Tatta and Amadavdtj and, accordmg to Cifer Frederick i accoont, about 

• The flttntHMii of ibe times were alfb obBruAnreof faeb eroceeJinrt TTiertformiiioiu In re» 
listen were then Ukui* fUcc in rercnl pirts of Loropc* which Intro^ced religtout pcrfccutKm, 
and ciufcd minjr inteliine braiU. The ro^jl fuccdSon wa) likewife growing to in end in Por 
lugil and wai alfo ending red both in England and France Spain W3i moreover an ol^eA of 
general jtilobfjr, and had provoked revolu in Tome of her dependent prorinca t and indeed the 
genaal peace of Europe Wii, in ihoS; timtr, by no meant on a reenre footing 
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the year '1563, they ufed to fend thirty 01 thirty-five fhips, from Bengal^,, 
loaded wjth^ nee, cloth, lacks, fugar, long, pepper, wood- oil and other com- 
modities to the Malabar Coaft every year. 

In thofe times every poffible encouragement was' given by the Moguls to 
merchants of all nations, who, very contrary to the prefent impolitic condud: 
of tlie Englifh Eafi: India Company, were allowed free ingrefs^and egrefs 
for theii traffic to and from Bengal, by land and by water ^ infomuch that 
large caravans over land were ufed to come from the mofi: difiant parts, 
even from Mufeovy, as well as large fleets of boats down the rivers -f- 
Jumna and Ganges, for the purpofes of trade, into Bengal and the adjacent 
provinces. 

The, Portugueze, Trom too bigotted a zeal for religion, as well as the 
defire of getting money too fall, had been guilty of fuch oppreffions to- 
wards the 'natives' as ferved effedually to loot an antipathy towards Eura^- 
peans in their hearts. This contributed as much as any thing to the 
rum of their affairs' in India, which was alfo not a little haftened by the 
rivalfliip of the Engliffi, as well as the Dutch, after the year 1600. 
From the time of their firft acquiring power m India, the Portugueze 
had enthufiaftically demoliflied the Idols J of the Gentoos, and by per- 
fecutions endeavoured to aboliffi their cufloms, nay, and even ,to force 
them to the profeffion of the Chriftian 'religion, which could not but be 
, deftrudive of all commercial intercourfe: and, accordingly, as foon as 
the natives found protection r and toleration in any new-efl:abh£hed Euh 
ropean’fettlements, allrthe trade m the neighbouring Portugueze ports ipeedily 
dwindled away to nothing. 

The trade of England, direCtly with India, was hardly heard of till 
' towards the latter end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth 5 -W'ho-^in the 
year. 16,00, granted her firfl: charter, or letters patent to certarn ad- 
venturers of this courftiy, for fifteen yeais, which file precautiohanly 
made revocable at pleafure, , on two years notice being given under the 


* See Hackiuyt’5 Collection, Vol. L page 230. In the original, it is faiJ from Satagan ; 
■which word has puzzled all our old geographers, for want of a more intimate knowledge of the 
d)Vifions'of Bengal. Satagan, as mentioned byCaefar Fredericjq, means adiftrnSt compofed of 
feveral of the pergunnahs fubordinate to Hoogly, of which the accounts were kept in the King’s 
books under the titleof Sircar Sautgaum, and by which thatpart of the conn try was generally known. 

•f Ibid Page 252 to 257 Mr Ralph Pitch, one of Qj^ieen Elizabeth’s ambalTadors to the Em- 
peror Akbur, fays, that in the year 1585, when he went from Agra to Satagan, or Bengal, he fee 
^off in the company of many Merchants, with a fleet of i8o boats, down tne Jumna, loaded with 
fnlt, (meaning a fpecies of rock, fak called Sambuli) ophium, hing, carpets and other commodities, 
J In the life of D6m Joam de Caftro, a nobleman of high Charadler, who died Viceroy of In. 
dik fpubhfhed at Pans 1759) there is a letter, dated the 8th March 1546, from John III, King 
of Portugal to that Viceroy, full of the moft rigorous inftru£hons for the extirpation of Idolatry. 
The Gentoos about Goa are to this‘day obliged to go feveral leagues.’ from the, city, whenevet 
they perform anv of their religious 'ceremonies'. 
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privy fcal Wc know the tranladions of thal Company couldi nevert 
have been "wery important i and fuch even ns they proved, there ap- 
peared to have been an cfiedhial end pnt to them by the troubles ofi 
lucccedmg times ' new Company was 'however eftabJiIhcd in 'the 
reign of Charles the Second , to which the acqoifition of Bombay^ as 
part of the dowry of Queen Cathenne, 'muft have 'been hot a little ijm- 
portant Yet this trade, o during the 'reigns rof Charles and James ithcl 
Second, could never have been intended for other than a very limited 
profccuUon, ai the Companies were cucUmferibed to fix good (hips and 
)ix pinnaces to be employed therein • So that either the utility of the 
trade mull: have been drongly fufpeded, or there were fome< lecret 
motives for fettenng m''fuch manner fo iimportant an undertaking! 
which, if good dm its nature, could not have ibecn profectlled too far > 
But whatever were the motives for fuch a regulauon, there appear no 
rational grounds for fuppofing, that the trade was profccuted 'With any 
material degree ofifpirit during the ragns of Charles and James i the Se- 
cond becaufe/thofe who -obtained the firll charter <after the Revolution, 
which liras' granted by i William and Mary, -were fo lanraid in their 
mcafurcs, as to give encouragement to an unchartered let' of adven- 
turers to eftablilh a neii Company m defiance of the royal prerogative, 
and in oppoCtion to a body of men, who were, or onght to have been, i 
poficircd of fuch knowledge,'' from experience, as would have given them- 
material advantages over fuch malt as probably were lefs praflifed 
in the bufinefs It is true, that an alteration iti government might 
have occafioned an alteration in commeraal mattert i and a languor in/ 
the proceedings of the firft Company might have principally induced 
the forming of another All here contended for is, thatithe little fuccefs ' 
of preceding Companies, from what caufes foever it might happen, 
fened rather to difcourage than animate a new one ' to fpinted under- 
takings; therefore, till' after the Rcvoluuon, there is rcafon for fup- 
pofing the Eaft India trade of this country had been extremely infig- 
nificant 

'* It may tc thought firango, (hat the conflltution of EogUnJ (hoold he lb greatly flralncd If 
not violated, for the fahe of dlahlilhiog a cominefclal monopoly, and at the fimc tune, that there 
ihoold be fuch very limited digreca prelcnhed loltaopcmthma hut Portupl in thofc daya had 
rceorerrd her independener, and India dill continued to be a great ohjcA with her One of the 
nal onal hnhci to the marriage of Cbarlea imth the Infanta Catherine rvai the furrender of Bom- 
l ay to thit hingdom and it ii not improbable that Cbarlea, who tvaa altvayi in want of money, 
had a fecrct prefenteirtn him to render the acquifitlon of at little Imponinee at poffihle ( which 
he did hy limiting IM very trade of the Company, who had likcwilcpaid him for granting to them 
hii caclufirc charier Andthli may the more readily hefufpeflrd, aa In the reign of King Wil- 
liam, the glorioua deliverer of ihla nation, he, bumlnillry, and not a few of hla parliament, were all 
paid tograntanew cbancrio an India Company, wilbwt any limiuiion irhaicvtr to their trade. 

- HoueVer, 
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However, after the 'eredion of a fecond Company, the fpirit of rival- 
fliip occafioned thereby muft have puflied the profecution of that trade 
to the utmoft prudent degree ; which might 'not be a little affifted and 
encouraged by the very improving Rate of ouf coldnies and commerce. 
This rival contention was ' continued tilh'the 6th of Q^en Anne j when, 
by an ad of parliarhent, the two Companies were united': which United 
Company, by renewals of their charter, has exifted ever fince ; and, by at 
late extenfion of that which they poflefs at prefent, they are likely to exift 
till the year 1783. 

It is certain, that fince the union of the two Companies, tliree 'commercial' 
caufes have greatly contributed to the increafe of this trade, , which are, 
firft, 'the immenfe improvement of' our American, and of courfe African' 
commerce, both of which have much aqgmented the cdnfumption of In- 
dian commodities *, fecondlyy the great increafe of the callico-printmg 
bufinefs in this kingdom, owing to an extended foieign demand thiough a 
variety of channels j and, thirdly, the almofi; univerfal introdudion of the 
ufe of tea, not only in this kingdom, but hkewife -into its dependent do- 
minions. ' ’ ' ' / . , ) 

In the early periods of the Eafi: India trade 'it appears, fiom vaiious 
, accounts in Purchas’s Colledion, that the Enghfh, as well as all other 
European adventurers, ufed to trade freely inland, under the protec- 
tion of the Mogul government} tranfpofting their’ gdods-in the cai- 
riages of the country, called Hackeries, to the mpfi: ‘‘ interior paits of 
Hmdoftan, ‘where they carried on a confiderable trade in’ 'many ai tides, 
particularly indigo, which ufed to anfwer very well before the culti- 
vation of that- plant in America. But upon the confufion intioduced 
after the fubverfion and^' difmehibering of the empire, the fecurity of 
merchants became extremely precarious ; who were made fubjedr, as 
we find, to very 'great impofitions in the different piovi'nces,' or Nabob- 
fhips, through vvhich they’pafied. This indeed' was fo much the fad:, 
that both Companies, while they continued feparate, often cxpeiienccd 
great inconveniencies from their agents going into the interior parts of 
the countiy to do their bufinefs } where they were frequently made to 
pay 'confiderable furns'to'the 'Mogul Governors, or Nabobs, for thcii 
releafements } for accommodations of fiifputes, or for repaiation of in-' 
juries, fometimes real, buf perhaps much oftenei pretended. Theie- 
fore, after the uniting of the two Companies, when their affairs became 
leduced to a more regular fyfi:em,*'it was made a general rule, not to 
permit any who were m their feiVice, or under then jurifdidlion, to 
go far into the inland country, without leave fiifl obtained fiom the 
Governor and Council 6f the place at which they refided. There had 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


70 

been, however, at all time^ many, perfons who reCded and traded in dif- 
fcrentparts of the inland country, who were fubjcifb to therr rclpefirvc laws 1 
but being acquainted with the Indian languages and cuftoins, they athcr 
took care toilccep themfcives out of Icrapes with the natives, or having got 
into them, extricated themfclies therefrom in the bed manner, they comd, 
from knpw ing they had^ no kind of claim to jhe interference nf thofc who' 
aiffcd Ibr-the Cqmpany Such reftnflions, on travelling as have beeq men-, 
tioned were certainly; necellliry_iind prudept, with regard to the lervants of, 
and dependents on the Company, while the country contmued m ib un-, 
fettled a ftate,,but there can, be- no longer need of, them now,, at leafb la 
thole countries which arc under, the immediate poweg of the.Englilh So-, 
vereign company, , [Yet it will be.,Ihonn in fubfequent chapten, lawhag 
degrees the Company and their reprefentatives, jqi later omes^ have availed,^ 
themfeivcs of, tha^ obfolete reftnfhon, to, promote their own perninoui 
monopolies of the (mland trade, and for the favouring of partial pnvatc- 

,11 ' i , , / 

The whole trade of the Englifh Eaft-India Cpmpany m h^ngal confids m, 
the falej ofbfoad-cloth, perpets, copper, iron, lead, and a few otlier commo- 
dities from Europe j and fn the purchafe of piece goods, filk, drugs, faltpetre, 
and other articles for the cargoes of their returning fliips TTic Dutdi, beGdes- 
ibeir European imports and exports, carjy on a cqnSderable trade,. on their 
Company 5, account, /rom port to .port m India, rpaniculafly in Japan copper, 
tin, camphne, benjamin, tuthena-gue, fugar, fpices, chuia-warc, arrack, &c- 
but the only trade of this kind earned on fqr account, of the fenglidi Company,. 
IS a little ophium fometimcs, from Bengal to Bcncoolen, about 600 bales 
of cotton on a fhip now and then from Bombay or Surit, ns tonnage oficfs, 
and a little pepper from Bencoolen to China all of] which is very inconCdcr- 
aW= , I > , , , 

All the goods imported by the Enghlh Company into Bengal arc fold at 
dated penods by public auflion, or, os it is termed in India, <7/ Outcry anji, 
upon the falcs, a dilcount of nine, dx, or three per cent- is allowed, accorduig 
as the purchalcr clears out his goods wilhin the hmued time .To- tbefe outajs 
all perfons, wathuut didinfbon, are invited bp the allow ance of aduduckfor, 
fuch goods as they there purchafe, which is given bj the Governor upoa,thcu: 
clcanng them out 

The proviGon of tlie invedmcnt*, for the cargoes of the /hips re- 
turning to Europe, 11 made from ready money adi-anccs in the inland 
countnes, partly under the dirciboa of the Chiefs and Refidents at the- 
Company s fuborduiatc faflones of Chitbgong, Luckvporc, Dacca,. 

• Dj inrtflmtnl ii now uinfaflooJ tic ;ooJi porrhaiid tt £ril liaaJ, from dtt wtami, or 
Kunuifttuicn, 

CoQimbazar, 
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Coffimbazar, Maldali, Patna, Burdwan, and Midnapore, who fend black goma- 
ilahs into the interior parts for that purpofe, and partly by black gomaftahs at 
' the other Aurungs, or mahufadtuiing towns, under the diredion of a member 
of the Board of Council at Calcutta, who fills the pofi: of export- warehoufe- 
keeper. . _ . - 

The fblc lawful difference between the trade of the Englifh Compafiy,- and 
tlie trade of Englifh free merchants and free manners, as it was ever underftood 
and pradtifed in India during the -independency of the Mogul government, was, 
that the' Company’s goods, by virtue of the Mogul’s firmaun, confirmed after- 
wards by the ufurping Nab6bs in their treaties with the- Company, paffed with 
their^duftuck, duty-fiee, while thofe of the free merchants and other traders 
were expofed to the payment of the duties eftablifhed by the country govern- 
ment. ' - 

The Portfugueze ^ have, for a >confiderable time pafi:, fcarce carried ons' 
any regular ‘trade at their fettlement of Bandell. The Dutch, French, and 
Danes, the latter of whom at their fettlement of Serampore obtained their 
funnud from the'Nabdb Allaverdy-Khawn about twenty years ago, likewife 
-ought to poffefs then privileges of trading in all articles without exception •, 
paying no duties on fuch goods as they impoVt, but only two and one 
iialf per' cent, at Hoogly upon' what: they export 'by fea, and conforming 
in all other articles of trade to the eftablifhed ciiftoms of the empire. 
They likewife poflefs a fmall diftrid: of land round each of their fetde- 
■menfs, and have 'been always ufed to give their refpedtive duftucks alfo with 
their goods. 

' The Armenians, who have ever Teen a great commercial body in 
Hmdoftan, have alfo long had confiderable fettlements in Bengal^ parti- 
cularly at Sydabad. Their commerce was hkewifp eftablifhed by the 
Mogul’s firmaun, whereby the duties on the two principal articles of 
their - trade, piece goods and raw filk, were fixed at three and one half 
per cent. But after the fubverfion of the Mogul empire, and during 
the teigns of the independent Nabob-ufurpers, they, as -well as the 
“Europeans, were at -times expofed to -^gre'at impofitions, and interrup- 
tions of their trade. At prefent, fince the Englifh Company have taken 
the Ibvereignty of the country into their own hands, they all trade un- 
der the appeal ance of the oM forms, -fubjedt in all places within the 
Bengal provinces, out - of the jurifdidbon ' of their refpedlive fettlements, 
to fuch regulations ’as the Englifh ^rO pleafed to im^iofe on them 
through the "nominal Nabobs; which regulations on many occafions 

* When the foreigners prove refradlory, the.Fowzdar of Hdogly is made to furround their 
fettlements with troops, m the name of the Nabob, to flop their provifions, and obftrudl their 
iiufinefs. This has aflually been 'frequently praftifed, 

' - ' amount 
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amount to a total prohibibon of their )tr 4 dc, i being iih general^ tempo- 
rary, contradiQory, land wholly calculated for 'obfiiuaion n 0’ 11 ' “ 
The dificrcncc alfo between the lawful trade of' the, Company a fcr- 
vants and that rof Englifli free o merchants and ( other pcrfons 1 redding 
under the Company s protedlion was, that the covenanted fcrvants of 
the Company, -:as hath been oblervcd in another place, were by con- 
nivance of the country government, 'and long ellablithed ufigc, in- 
dulged with duftucks for the carrying on of their trade duty-free, , while 
the others, for want of that duftucK, were fol^eded to the payment of 
the, government ndnuea It 13 true, the incOnvenienacs and impoli- 
tions j which the want of this duftuck cxpofcd the European-fi^-traders 
40 , were foch as generally induced them to prefer contraSing with the Com- 
pany 3 fervants for the delivery of foch goods as they wanted in Calcutta , 
and It mjfad (amounted to an almoft tot 5 eicclufion of them from the inland 
trade, 'frdmione placebo another, which,' when’ Bengal flounfhed. Was gene- 
rally tery beneficud -i 1 ! 

Wth tefpu<S to the trade that was adhially earned on within the Company s 
pnncipal fettlements of Calcutta, Madrafs and Bombay, , all were, tor ought 
to hate been upon aa equal footing 1 ,1 It 1 

Such was the fituaOon of trad6 jbefore the Englifb; Company^ made 
themfclves the Soveragns of Bengal-* and this reprcferttation-i is agreeable 
to the ideas of the former Courts of Diredlors in England j wlio, in their 
general letters to India down to the year 1757, and particularly in that 
year, gave their mrprefs fentiraents and dirciaions upon this fobjcdl to 
their dlffdrcnt prefidencies, in this manner "t That all pcrfons under 
“ the proteihon of the Company/ fliouldi haie the liberty of refortlht 
“ to, and trading at all and any of the Company s fettlements in the Eaft 
“ Indic«, and at all other places within the Company s limits, in as full, 
“ true and c\tcnC\c a manner as the reft of the Company s fervants j 
they paying the duues, according to the ufoal and cuftomary methods 
“ and rates eftabliflied at, foch places , And about the fame time, in order 
to afeertam the rights of pcrfons refiding upon the weftem coaft of Su- 
matra, the Court Of Direflors were alfo p'eafed to give their fentiments 
to their Prefident and Council at Bombay m the following words “ All 
“ pcrfons refiding upon the weft coaft of Sumatra, who fliall refort to, 
" or trade, cidicr by themfclves or' their agents, at Fort St George, Fort 
“ William, or Bombay, luid their rcrpcdlne dependencies, arc to buy 
" and fell publicly or pnvately, as they ihcmfclvcs Iliall choofci dcal- 
“ ing freely, and without reftraint with whomfoever they fttall think 
“ proper ( and if, contrary to this article, they (hall be opprefied or 
injured by any perfon whatfoever, focli perfon or peribn*, let their 

“ rank 
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“ rank be what it may, will incut our higheft difpleafure, and lhall cer- 
“ tainly feel the weight of our refentment.” 

Thofe were the jud.cious orders given for the protection of trade by 
former Courts of Directors i and by the reprefentation wliich has been 
juft given of the nature of the Englifli Company’s trade in India, the 
i;eader; -who is a merchant; will eafily fee that upon a footing of fair trade, 
it muft be ever for the intereft of the Company, though not for tliat of 
their fervants, to encourage private traders of all nations, in India, fot 
thele obvious reafons ; that the more traders, the more purchafers of the 
Company’s ftaple imports, the fales,of. which would be the more in- 
duftrioufly puftied in every coiner of India; and the more provideis of 
goods at the manufacturing towns, the more the manufacturers would be 
encouraged, and upon a free inland trade, the more goods would comO 
to market. But fince the Fnghlli Eaft India' Company 'have become the 
Sovereigns, they and their fubftitutes have been exclufively the foie mer- 
chants of Bengal, and feem to have adopted fentiments as repugnant to 
the true fpirit of mercantile affairs, as could poftibly be conceived : nay 
they have of late even ventured to affert,. that they alone have a right 
to trade in Ifidta ; and in confequence of that abfurd opinion, they 
have directed certain merchants, inhabitants of Calcutta, not to trade ; 
alledging, very nicely, that though they might have a legal right to re- 
ftde at their fettlements, they could have no right to trade there , which 
is the fame thing as telhng a man he may have a right to live, but 
no right to ufe the means of liis piofeflion for acquiring wherewithal 
to fupport life. 

It 13 true, that fuch reftriClions have never been laid but upon particular 
perfons whoni the Company defigned to opprefs and crufh But hoW 
miferable and defpicable muft that ftate of the government of ‘the Corp- 
pany’s affairs be, wherein the general iyffem of juftice is ftopped or per- 
verted, for the fake of opprefling an individual I 

It IS true alfo, that this abfurd doClrine has never been -maintained or en- 
forced hll within thefe flx years paft j fince which time every manoeuvre of 
thofe who govern the Englifh Eaft India concerns, and particularly in Afia, 
feems to have been calculated with a view to facilitate the monopolizing of 
the whole interior trade of Bengal. To -effeCl this, inconceivable oppref- 
flons and hardfhips have been praCtifed towards the poor manufacturers and 
workmen of the Country, who are, in faCt, monopolized by the Company 
-as fo rhany flaves. This fpecies of monopoly has occafloned frequent com- 
plaints from the agents of the French and Dutch Companies : the latter of , 
whom, upon a late difpute, made propofals to the Englifli fbr a participa- 
' [ K ] ' ' tiofl 
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tion of the weavers As nothing can llicw the ftate of the Company’s in- 
land trade in Bengal better than the words of their Prefident and Council 
. at Calcutta upon ^ very fubjed, we will give them, as contairied in part 
of the dad paragraph of their General'Letter to the Diredors, dated the 
14th September 1767, which were as follow 

“ A parOapahon of the weavers wonld be to throw off tbthmff and 
" acknowledge ourfelves the fovereigns of the country It would coun- 
" teraft, in tht mod czpreffive manner, tie profejjiom wt makt the ap~ 
“ ftaranca we ntceffanly affume, and the endeavours we ufe of feeming to aS 
“ from the NahSb s authority only In a word, the dilproportion of hands 
“ neccllary to form their invemnent and 3tourB would appear Jo great, that 
" we could not accept the propolals of partiapation, without confefling aR 
*' that policy regret Jhoidd be concealed" 

Vanous and innumerable are the methods of opprcfling the poor 
weavers, which arc dafly praOifcd by the Company s agents and go- 
miftahs in the country 1 fuch as by- fines, impnlonments, floggings, 
forcing bonds from them, &c. hy which the number of weavers in the 
country has been greatly decreafcd Tlie natural confequenccs whereof 
have been, the fcarcitj, dcamefs and debafement of the manuftflures, 
as well as a great diminuaon of the revenues and tlie provifion of the 
Company s inveftment has thereby now become a monopoly, to the nl- 
moft entire evclufion of all others, excepting the /ervants of the Com- 
pany higheft in ftauon, who having the management of the inveftment, 
proi ide ns much as their confoences will let them for the Compan/, tbem- 
fclvcs and their favourites » with excepting alfo the foragn Companies, 
who are permitted to make fome Jmall mveuments, to prevent clamours m 
Turope 

As our 14th chapter particularly treats of the general modem trade in 
Bengal, and of the oppreflions and monopolies which have been the canfes 
of Its prefent decline, we (hall here refer our readers thereto, for what far- 
tlicr relates to fuch matters 
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CHAP. IX. 


/ 

OF the COURTS of LAW by the CHARTER granted 

to tlic COMPANY , and of the GovnRNMtNT, PoLicn, and Ad- 
MIMSTKATION of Ju^iiCE in BENGAL. 


I N all countries the right adtninillration of lufticc is the foundation of 
national profperity ; as, on the contrary, tlie grofb and paitial abufes oi 
it, will ever prove the fburccs of incutablc ruin. 

Defpoufm and arbitrary violences arc not more pernicious to indivi- 
duals than they arc unpropitious to trade, and hurtful in thcii confe- 
qucnccs to a flatc. Without great pcrfonal fccurity, there will be no ex- 
traordinary exertions of induflr}', nor indeed flrong applications of any 
kind. Even fortunes will be confidcred as liardly woith acquiring, if 
the ponifTion of them be rcndeicd too precarious ; and Rill Icfs will men 
be inclined to hazard fuch as ihc) inherit, in commercial undertakings, 
if not protcdlcd by falutary and wcll-cxccutcd laws ; becaufe pro- 
perty fo employed uill be alwajs in danger from the abufes of extreme 
power. 

Wherever the Icgiflativc and cxccuthc powers arc lodged in the fame 
hands, whether of one or more perfons, they, togctlicr, may be confidered 
to conftitute complete dclpotifm ; bccautc there will cxift the over- 
bearing power of making, altering, abrogating, interpreting, and executing 
laws at Will. 

In a great degree, the Englifli Eafl: India Company has been inverted 
with fuch pouers, by the authority given them as a body- corporate, to 
make bye-laws for the regulation and management of their own con- 
cerns, although with the precautionary provifo, that fuch bye-laws 
fhall be agreeable to leafon, and not contrary or repugnant to the laws 
of the realm. This is a power v/hich perhaps might be fafely trurted, 
where its operations muft be within the immediate reach of the laws of 
the land, or even farthci, if merely confined to commeicial under- 
takings. But tins high trurt in the India Company, which is exer- 
cifed by their deputies, and even by the dependents on thole deputies, 
from unforefeen events, has extended in the mort remote regions . of the 
globe, to large, wealthy, and populous provinces, now appertaining 
to the fovereign and rtate of Great Britain j wheie the laws of thi^s 
kingdom can afford little protedlion to thofe who .go fiom hence tp 
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Indu, and none at all to the natives of thofe conntncs } who, neverthe- 
lels, arc now the fubjedls of the Hate, and ought to be under the protec- 
tion of the fupreme legiflatiye potyer , This)high trull, which, at prefent, 
thus defcendi to a fccond and even thutl delegation, and may be made 
ptodudlitfc of all'kihds of injbnis and. opprtmorts to many TnillJons'' of 
pebple, is ^aSually executed, at an immcbfe diftance from the feat of 
government, by fuch perfons as arc too frequently, moft intereAed in 
the praiSice of opprclGons, and almoft every fpeaes of injufhcc and 
violence, - , 

In all national fettlcments, Englifhmen hvc under the proteiSion of 
the law* of their (xiuntry , of the full enjoyment of "which nghtj there is 
no power in this jjngdom which can tonfhtutionally dcpnve them Ahd 
accordingly the laws of England have 'exprcfely appouitcd, that jufhcc 
IS to^ be adminiftred in the ‘ Company s fettlcments in India according 
to the En^ifli naws, not only to the natives of this realm, but to 
foreigners who refide there under the Cdmpany s proteflion, and hkcwife 
to fuph of the natives of India ni choofe to appeal to them Such is the 
'fpint of" the laws made here with relpeiA to.julhcc m India; but there 
liave been fiimilhed, by cehain unconfhtutional powers given to the 
Company, that which has m pradlice fo corrupted, or perverted the letter 
of the Idw, as to ijender it little better than p convenient covenng tojt- 
bufe ' 

In England, the Sovereign appoints the judges, who are conrtitu- 
tionally the expodnders of the laws and preCding magiftrates In the 
tribunals of dillribunve juAice. But that they mav continue entirely 
uninfluenced in the •difchat-gc of their trufts, the Sovereign, who ap- 
points ahem, cannof difmifs them from their offices This can~ only 
be done by an impeachment in parliament, on an exhibited charge of 
‘higli crimes and mifderaeanours in their offiaal capacities, on which 
they are brought to trial at the bar of the Houfc of Peers fo very 
guaided arc the ftations of judges againft undue influence in this king- 
dom 

Upon a reprelentation being made to the Crown by flie EaA India 
Compny, that iy a JlnB and equal dijtnbuiion cf jujltce withm the 
“ faclones and places belonging to tEcm in the Eaft Indies, and other 
“ parts within their limits, from tlie Cape of Good Hope to the Straghts 
of Magellan they had very mucli encouraged, mt onfy the fubjeOs 
•' cf Great Britain, but likcTOfc the fubiefls of other Princes, and the 
'■ natives of the adjacent countries, to rciort to and fettle in their fcveral 
•' fifioncs, for the better and more convenient carrying on of trade , 
•' by which means Ibracof the laid faflones, and elpecially fliefaflorica 
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of Madrafs, Bombay, and Bengal, were become very populous : and 
upon tlie petition of the faid Company, farther fuggclling, that the grant- 
“ mg them fuch powers as might conduce to the punifliinig-^Qf vice, ,ad- 
miniftring of juftice, for the tiying and punifliing of capital and other 
“ crimmal offences, and the better government of their faid fottlemcnts 
“ abroad ; would not only tend to the advancement of thofe good ends, 
but alfo to the incrcafc of the national trade, and of his MajeRy’s re- 
“ venues/' the two chaitcrs of juftice of the 24th Sept, in the 13th year of 
Geo. the Ift. (1726) and of the 8th Jan. and 26th of Geo. the Ild. 
(1753) were, in purfuance of feveral adts of pailiament palled for that 
purpofe, granted to thc‘ Eaft India Company. 

It was upon a reprefentation from tlie Company, that it had been 
found, by experience, that there were fome defcdls in the firft-mcn- 
tioned charter (of which notice will be taken heicaftei) tliat the fui- 
render of it was accepted, and the fecond Chaiter granted them. 
The courts of juRice eRabhflied by the authority of the Biitifli Icgjfla- 
ture in the Company's principal fettlements, cfpccially in Bengal (of 
which we moie particularly treat) as appears by the charter laR men- 
tioned, are the following. 

Firft, The Mayo^r’s Court 5 being a Court of Record, confiRing of a 
Mayor and Nine Aldermen, Seven of whieh Aldermen, together with the' 
Mayor, muft be natural-born Bntifh fubjedts , and the other Two Aldci- 
men may be foreign proteRants, the fubjedts of any othci Pnnee 01 State 
in amity with Great Britain j whicli Court is appointed a liody politic and 
corporate, to have perpetual fucceflion j and, being perfons capable in 
law to fue and be fued, they, or any Thiec or more of them* (whcicof 
the Mayor or Senior Alderman for the time being, then rcficfing in the 
fettlement, to be One) are authorized to try, hear and determine all civil 
fuits, adlions and pleas, between party and party, that may aiife within the 
faid fadlories, except fuch fuits or a&ons fliould be betv/cen the Indian 
natives onlyj in which cafe fuch fuits or adlions arc to be dctci mined 
among themfelvcs, unlefs both parties Riall by confent fubrnit the fame (o> 
the determination of the Mayor’s Court. And this Court is further autho- 
rized to grant probate of v/ills, and letters of adminiRration for the cRates 
of perfons dying inteftate. 

For putting thiS charter in execution, inRrudfcions have been fent out by 
the Company, as drav/n up by their lav/yers, for the dircdlion of this 
Court, as to the form and method of their proceedings j which is by liill 
and anfwer, in imitation of the proceedings in the High Court of Chan- 
cery; but the Court of Aldermen, or a quorum of three of them, aa 
above mentioned, v/hen. the caufc is at iRue ^proceed to hearing, and the 
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giung of judgment in matters o£ the greateft concern, without ever dp- 
pomting a jury to find damages, as is the coftom in England 

The Governor, or Prefident and Conned of Calcutta Iiave, by char- 
ter, the appointment of the laid Major and Aldcimen, who, after that 
nomination, are to continue for lift in their rerpedbve offices of alder- 
men but this continuation in office is flrangcly arcumftanced, for the 
lame Governor and Council arc impowercd to remove, without eten the 
concurrence of the corporanon, any alderman, upon a reafonable caufe, 
of which they arc left the Idle judges m India j fuch theu- fcntence, or ad- 
judication of removal being only fubjeift to an appeal to his Majelly m 
Counal, in England. / 

‘ The Second Court is The Court of Afpeaes, being allb a Court of 
Record, confifting of the faid Governor and Council, any three of nhom, 
the Gotemor, or in his abftnce the Senior of the Council being one, arc 
authorized by the charter to receive, hear and finally determine every caufe 
appealed from the decrees of the Mayors Court, m which the value fued 
for docs not cacceed one thoufand pagodas, or about four hundred pounds 
Ilerlingi and from all thar decifions m caufts above that fum, there 
lies an appeal to the King in Counal, upon ftcunty being given for the 
payment of the fura adjudged, with intereft from the time of tlic decree, 
and cofts of fuit. > 

Tlie Third Court is The Court of Requests, confifting of Twen- 
ty-four Comraiffioners, ftleifted onginally by the Governor and Council 
from among the prinapal inhabitants of Calcutta, who are appointed 
by the faid charta to fit every Thurlday, with powers to bear and de- 
termine fuits in a fummary way, under fuch ciders and regulations as 
Iliall from time to time be gnen by a majonty of the Court of Eaft In- 
dia DircQors , which Commiffioners, or any three or more of them, are 
to fit 10 rotation, and have full power and authonty to determuic all 
fuch aflioni or fuits as ftiall be brought before them, where the debt or 
matter in dilputc ffiall not exceed the value of five pagodas, or forty 
Ihillings One half of the number of the Commiffioners, being thoft 
who have longcft fened, arc removed by rotauon annuallv, on the 
firft Thurfday of December, and an equal number are chofen by bal- 
lot from among ibcinfcivc' 

Dy the faid charter the Go'cmor of Calcutta, and all the members of 
the Counal for the time being, and they only, are appointed, and 
hate powCT to aQ as juftices ol the peace in and for tlic faid town of 
Calcutu, and all other the fa£lonc$ lubordirate thereto, with the fiime 
powers as juftices conftituted bj commiffions under the great ftal of 
Great Bntain, in and for any pan of England 
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The Fouith Court is I'nc Court of Qu_arter Session, confifting 
of the laid Governor and Council for the time being, any thiee oi more 
of whom, the Go\crnor, or in his abfcncc the Senior of the Council 
then in Calcutta to be one, aic authoiizcd to hold quartei-feflions ot 
the peace four times in the year, \\ itlun the diflridts of Calcutta, and 
ere at all times thereafter to be a court of iccord, in the nature of a 
Court of Ojer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery; and CommilTioneis 
of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Dclivciy foi ti\ing and punillung of 
all offenders and offences (high treafon only excepted) done or com- 
mitted \Mtbin the diflruffs of Calcutta and the fadlories fubordinatc 
thereunto ; and it is thereby oidaincd to be lawful for the faid juftices 
and commiffioncrs refpcClively, to proceed by indidlmcnt, or by fuch 
other ways and in the fame manner as is ufed in England, or as near 
as the condition and circumflanccs of the place and inhabitants will admit 
of, iffuing their warrant or precept to the Sheriff', (who is hkewife elected 
and appointed by the faid Governor and Council) commanding him to 
fummon a convenient number of the inhabitants to ferve as Grand and 
Petit Junes; and the faid juffices are alfo authorized to do all other 
a6:s that Juffices of the Peace and Commiffioncrs of Oyer and Terminer 
and General Gaol Delivery ufually and legally do ; and the Court may 
affcmblc and adjourn at and unto fuch times and places as they fliall 
judge convenient. 

By the faid charter, the Eaft India Company and their fucceffors are 
authorized to raife forces w'ltbin their faid limits, and to appoint fuch 
generals and officers to command the fame by fea and land as to them 
ihall feem meet ; with powders to make war, and to kill, flay and de- 
ftroy all and every fuch perfon or perfons as may at any time enterprize 
the deftrudion, detriment, or annoyance of them, or of any of their 
fervants, or perfons dealing with them ; and in time of open hoffility 
they are authorized to ufe and exeicife martial difcipline and the law 
martial, in fuch cafes as occaffon fhall necefl'arily .require. In fupport 
of thefe very extraordinary privileges, granted by fuch extraordinary 
ffretches of prerogative and power, to a body of merchants over their 
fellow-fubjeds, in the twenty-feventh of George the Second an ad of 
parliament' was alfo paffed, entitled. An ad for punifhing mutiny and 
defertion of officer's and foldiers in the fervice of the United Company 
of Merchants of England tiading to the Eaft Indies, .whereby the Com- 
pany and their reprefentatives, the Prefidents and Councils for the time 
being at their feveial . fettlements, are authorized to appoint courts- 
martial for the trial of their officers and foldiers for all offences, to be 
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tned and proceeded againd in fuch manner as by the laid aiS is di» 
lefled < 

And by virtue of the faid royal charter or letters patent, all fuch 
fines, forfeitures, penalties and fums of money, as may be fet or im- 
pofed upon any perfon or perfons in the courfc of juftice in the faid fe- 
veral courts, arc given to the faid United Eaft India Company, whofe 
Diret3ors for the tunc being, or the major part of them, or their Prefi- 
dents and Counals, are, under certam reftnflions, alfo authonzed to 
make and ordain bye-laws and ordinances for the good government and 
regulation of the laid fevcral corporations and courts, and to impofc 
realbnaUe pains and penalties upon aU perfons offending againfi: the 
fame i , 

Befidesi the -above mentioned courts, eftabliflied in Calcutta by the 
ropl charter of julhee, there arc two others fhll fublifhng, which were 
granted or cbnnivcd at by the Moguls, or the Nabdbs of Bengal for- 
merly, when fhe Company were totally dependent on the Codnthv 
(S otERNMEST, ns they call it. Thefe were courts, if they may be fo 
•called, that were allowed the Company for the prefervadon of order 
and good government in Calcutta, and in the very broiled diffmas ibr- 
inerly belonging to it, when they had no other authority for the cxcrcife of 
an) judicial powen 

One IS the Court of Cotcuerri, which, on its prefent eflablifii- 
ment, is compofed of the Company's fervants under Counal, any three of 
whom, their PrcGdcnt being one, upon days Hated at their own op- 
tion, meet for the heating, tiying and determining, in a fummary 
way, all matters of mtum and tuum to any amount, wherein only the 
nauve inhabitants of Calcutta arc concerned The mode of pro- 
ceeding IS indeed as fummary as poflible The plaindff and defendant, 
with their relpcflive witncfles, being fummoned, the Court hears what 
they liavc to oScr and prove, •cirS tarr, and immediately proceed to 
decree m fuch matters as do not admit of much conteff. From the de- 
ciGons of this Court the Company have direQed appeals toliefinall) to 
the Governor and Council i which however is feldom done, except in 
matters of the grcatcA confequence, as it is m tliofe cafes the general 
praflicc of the Court, when not unduly Intermpted, to have every 
caufc determined by arbitrators or umpires, chofen by the parties, or 
witli their confent I vvhofc dcciCon is final, and made a decree of the 
Court 

The ctlicr CuTciiERRT IS called the Zemindarx, or Fowzdars 
■Court, in whicli, according to late prafiicc, prcGdes-a member of the 
Board of Council, or fometunes a fovant under Counal, alone i his 
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bufincfs IS to enquire into complaints of a criminal nature among the black 
inhabitants, and in cafes where the natives do not apply to the Enghfli ef- 
tabliHicd courts of juflice j in which cafes the chai ter, as we have already 
feen, diredts, that tlie Fnglitli laws only fliall be obferved. He proceeds alfo 
in the above fummary way to fcntcncc and puniHuncnt, by fine, impri- 
fonment, condemnation to work in cliains upon the roads for any fpacc of 
time, even for life; and by flagellation, in capital cafes, even to death. 
The ancient Moguls and Nabobs would not permit any of the profeflbrs of 
Iflam to be hanged according to the Enghfli cuflom, cflceming that too ig- 
nominious a death for a Mahomedan to fuflcr ; therefore, in fuch cafes as 
were deemed capital, only the lafli was permitted to be inflidled until death 
on the Mogul’s fubjedts, Mahomedans and Gentoos ; but the officers of the 
Court called or Lnflibcarcrs, are ibmetimes fo dextrous as 

to be able to kill a man w-ith two or three flrokcs of the Indian chavvbucJt. 
In cafes which, according to the ufage of this Court or Office, are 
deemed to deferve death, it has been ufiinl for the Zemindar iirft to obtain- 
tiic approbation of the Prefident and Council, before the fatal ftroke be 
given. 

Bcfidcs the above-mentioned, there is another CuTCHERRy^ called 
The Collector’s Cutcherry, wdiich has been cftablifl^cd in Cal- 
cutta ever fince the Company had any thing to do with tlic colledlion’ 
of ground-rents. By the treaty of June 1757, the Nabob Jaffier Ally 
Khawn granted! to tlie Enghfli Company, as Zcmuidars^ all the lands 
about Calcutta, to the extent of fix hundred yards wntliout the ditch called 
TJjc Marahtiih wdiicli paitly furrounds the town, and Jikewife. 

the land lying fouth of Calcutta, generally known by the name of the. 
Twenty-.^ur Pcrgunnalis , all wliich is now under the jurifdidlion of ibe 
Colle< 9 :or, who is generally a member of the Council, though-fometimes 
a junior fervant. This officer has charge of the collcdtion -of the reve- 
nues of thofe diftruSts, and fupenntends, nay abfolutely diredls all ju- 
dicial matters anfing within the jurifdidbon of the faid Twenty-four 
Pergunnahs. He is, from the nature of his office, greatly concerned 
alfo m the police of the tov/n of Calcutta, ifTuing under the Company’s 
feal the leases called Voitahs to the inhabitants, for the tenures of their 
. lioufes and grounds, repairing the roads and difpofing of the petty farms, 
which confticute a confidcrable part of the revenue- of the tov^n of Cal- 
cutta , granting licences to the natives to many, on which the Cora- 

* This mrans a ditrr R) called,, which, m the year J742, the inhabitants of Calcutta, by 
pcrmiflion of tin Gcvtrr^ nd Council, undertook to dig at their bwn expence, aftd carry 
jound the icttlenx.i f a: a fc< wity agamft the incurfions of the Marahtahs. 
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pjDj alTo colleS a duty (three Sicca rupees from each party) as v«:U as 
on die files of rcgtftered Haves and new-bu3t Hoops All eram brought into 
the Gungcs or public grananes, as well as evtry neceflaiy of life, with 
many other artic es brought to the' Bazars or public cnirkcts m Calcutta, 
I>ay a duty upon importation, the colledlion of which is fupenntended by 
tins Collate Tlie privilege of citercifing many handicraft-trades is likc- 
wufe faftned out by the Colledtor to Armers, who Oolledl from 'fomc a 
certain fum for die licence of excraCng their rdfpedhve trades, and from 
bthers even a part of their daHy wages The collcdhon of many of thele 
taic? gives ocrifion to great oppreflions from the farmers, and the number- 
lefs harpies who are neceflanly employed as tax-gatherers, and are in ge- 
neral of great prqudice to anduftry and population among the lower clafs 
of people, who are harrafled on all fides , for it is even a common thing 
lo fee the feapoys, who are ftationed as 'guards at ihfierent places, take 
■from the poor as they pais to market fomething out of cveiy ones 
bafket. Tne -principal or head Gutcherry of this ofiker is in Calcutta, 
where he tranfadls the "bufineft of his department, -and where the far- 
mers and tenants under his junldidion who arc backward in thar pay- 
•ments, as well as others for enmes and mifdemeanors, are confinrf, 
whippial, -and othenvife puniflied, indqxindendy of the other courts -efta- 
bhfhra in Calcutta. 

All other matters of pohey, government and police, are ufually exe- 
cuted by the Governor and Members of the Counal at Calcutta, or by a 
Secret or Seledt Committee, compofed of part of the Aid Council j svhich 
Committee has of late been entrufted by the Court of Diredtors with powers 
independent of nnd fupenor to thoA of the whole Counefl The onginal 
intention of the appointment of a Selefl Committee -was for conduamg the 
■Company I military and -political operations with iecrecyj but the Go- 
vernors and Committees in Bengal, who have of late been entrufted 
wnth fuch citiaordinarv powers, have turned them very conveniently to 
their emolument, and the fcrving of their own pnvate views, having for 
that purpofe extended their junfdiflion, without limits, to all affairs, com- 
mercial, avil and cnminal, as well as military and political, wherein a 
pleaded neceftity of fecrccy has been made to authorize all lands of arbi- 
tral and unwarrantable afls 

The Govemor, who is likewde Commander in Chief of all the Com- 
pany s forces, -is alwdys Prefident of thefe Seleft Committees , and, by the 
eftabliOied regulation of the Company s fervicc, is the perfon to whom 
all co^e^pondc^cc, by letter or otbensifc, with the Country Powers 
IS committed, and the only perfon in the fen ice to whom fuch corre- 
^ndence, of any fort, is allowed the fubftance of which he has en- 
tirely 
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tirdy in his power to lay. before his Committee or Council, at fuch time, 
and in fuch form as he-pleafesj without any check or contiol : fo that the 
Company’s colledtors, the pretended Nabobs of Bengal (whofe total depen- 
dency and fervitude we have fully fet forth in our fixth^ chapter) in fadt 
know no other pow^r than tliat of the Governor of Calcutta whofe or- 
ders are by them implicitly executed in all thofe diftridls that are without 
'tlie bounds of the junfdiftion of the charter, which is confined to tha 
tia6l within the Marahtah Ditch, and does not even extend to tlie fliore of 
tlie river which is oppofite to the town. 

The Governor has been of late alfo allowed, or has afiumed, the pri- 
vilege of granting duftucks to fuch perfons, not feivants of the Company^ 
as he thinks proper, which enable them to trade duty-free. 

Befides the abovementioned extraordinary privileges, the Governors, . from.^ 
the prefent and late ufage of the fervice, pofTefies likewife a power which is 
of worfe confequence to the natives in tlie fettlcment than any we have yet 
taken notice of, over whom it gives him the moft unbounded authority,’ 
though it may be fcarcely known to many Europeans who have refided m 
Calcutta. This is the privilege of fettling the affairs of tlie calls, or tribes 
of the Hindoos, by which means any individuals among them may be pre- 
vented from being rellored to their calls,, when loll, or made outcafts from 
their families and friends, by which even whole families may be branded 
with infamy never to be effaced 5, fo that none of their connexions, or o- 
thers of the elleemed tribes can on any account eat or drink in their com-r 
pany, without incurring themfelves the fame infamy 5. nay, or even touclir 
them, without, being necefiitated to -an expiatory ablution in the.Ganges,. 
The conleqnence of this privilege, which has been of late entirely left tq 
the Governor, and by him generally delegated to his Banyan, can only be 
conceived by thofe who are acquainted with the religious tenets and fuperfti- 
tion of the Gentoos., 

Jt becomes in this place neceffary, for the information^ of the reader, 
to explain what a Banyan is, as thofe Banyans have in faX a principal 

See part o£ a Jetter from twagentlemen^of the Council 'iii Bengal to the Court of Di? 
reifors, dated Fort- William, the J4th January 1766, Authenixe Papery concerxixng India Affairs, 
page 205, as follows 

“ We muft here take notice of a fource of power and influence, 'which any Governor, m 
^ the prefent ftate of affairs, has over^youc other fervants, that of flopping, the trade in the 
“ country of any who become obnoxious to him. His authority over thaofficers of the govern- 
“ ment will Idad them eagerly to anticipate his refentments, and a hint to them will fuflice* 
The correfpondence with the officers being confined to the Governor, he- has it in his op- 
“ tion to give what private ordershe pleafes, and which would be.certamly obeyed without h.s 
name ever appeanng Such js his power over the inhabitants of this country, and fuch the 
nature of the people, that every one will be ready to bear teflimony to whatever they think 
will be agreeable to him. Thus he bears the molt abfolute command over the trade and for- 
tunes of yoar fervants, without, control , which appears to us a very dangerous fway,” 

" ' [ L 2^ \ fhare. 
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111 arc, as deputies and interpreters, in every department of the govern 
as \\ ell as of the coromercaal concernl of the Cnghfli Eaft India Con 
m Bengal 

A Banj™ is a perfon (other a£hng for himfclf, or as the fubfliti 
fame great black merchant) by v/horti the Enghih gentlemen in gi 
tranfaft all their buCnefs. He is interpreter, head-book-keeper, he 
cretaiy, head-broker, the fopplicr of ca(h and ca(h-keeper, and m gi 
nlfo fecret keeper He puts in the under-clerks, tlie porter or door-ki 
ftewardt, bearers of the filter Aaves*, mnning-footmcn, torch and br 
light earners, palanqucen-bearers, and all the long tribe of under-fer 
for tthofe honctly he is deemed anftverable, and he conduQs al 
trade of his mafter, to whom, unlefs pretty tvell acquainted witl 
countty' languages, it is difficult for any of the natives to obtain a 
In ffiort, hcpouelTes lingly many more powers over his mafter, thai 
in this country be aflumed by any young fpcndthnfts fteward, mi 
lender and miftrefs all together} and farther ferres, very convcni 
iometimca, on a public ddeuffion, in father fuch aBi or froceetfittp 
ntafir tfarrs not averv 

There IS a powerful ftnng of conncftions among theft. Banyans, 
ferve all die Engliftt in the fetdements of Behgil, as well in all pablr 
flees as in their pnvatc affairs ' 

Since the great influence acomred there bv the Engliftv, many pe 
of the heft Gentoo families take upon them this truft or lervitude, 
even pa) a fum of money for ferving gendemen in certain ports , but 
tipally for the influence Which they acquire thereby, and the advanta^ 
carrjang on trade, which the) could not othcrwifc do , and which ir 
fituation they frequently do, duty-free, undercover of their mafter s 
ftucks There have been few mftances of any European acquinng fu 
knowledge in Ipcakmg, reading and \ nUng the Bengal language (whi 
nbfohitcly ncceirary for a real merchant) as to be able to do v without fti 
Head-ban) an 

Bcfidcs die powers already taken notice of, the Company, and u 
them die Governor and Council, pretend, that, by die charter, 
have a right at any time, at their plcafurc, to ftizc any European 
jrfl in India b) military force, without any form of legal procefs, 
to f-nd him a pntbner to England, if he refufes to go volnntaril), 
having had what they deem a reafomblc notice given liim i rotv 
ftanding luch perlon went out and cflabliflicd himicif in India wilh 
licence of die Eompanj which pretended right, as v c have fecn in 
other p’acc, the Company and theu- faid fervants aflually and frequt 
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do cxerclfc fuddcnly, and without control, fometimes even againfl the 
eftablilhed magiftrates of the Mayoi’s Court. ' 

Having thus given a brief account of all the courts ehablKlied' and now 
-exiding in Calcutta, and of thc'powcis gi anted to them, or adumed, 
by thofe members of the community who compofe the principal \^'hccl'a 
in the machine of this monftrous government, we come of courfe to 
our confiderations on tlie extent and confequences of 'thofe powers, 
and certain circumflances attending them, which we will afterwards ex- 
emplify b}^ real matters of fadl. 

By the chartei of the 1 3th of George the Firft, the Mayor’s Court had tlie 
'power of eledling their own members to fill up all vacancies : and while 
fuch continued to be the pradlice, that court was the bulwark' of all fccu- 
rity with regard to property in die fcttlement, and might-’be.confidered, in 
a great degree, as independent. Indeed it was fo much fo at that time, 
(before the Company had adopted, in fo common and frequent a mannei, 
the pradice of feizing peifons and fending them pufoners to England) 
that it was deemed inconvenient to the Company, who had many de- 
crees given againfi: them : and this was thought the grand defedf befoie 
4 iinted-atj againfi: which, though not cxpreJfied, the Company petitioned 
the Grown, and obtained the charter of the 26th of George' the Second, 
whereby the right of eledting Aldermen was transferred from their own 
body to the* Governor and Council, who thereby had this unconflitutional 
power given them of making and unmaking the Judgcs.i 

This court 4S compofed partly of Company’s fervants, and partly of 
free merchants 5 and fuch Aldermen, not being covenanted fervants, as 
are edeemed to be complaifant to the meafures of Government, as 
there called, arc generally indulged by the, Governor with the privi- 
lege of duducks for carrying on their private inland trade duty-free , 
which, as we have before obferved, according to tlie ufage of the fer- 
vice, has been otherwife confined to the Company and their fervants 
only: for it mud be remarked, that the falary of, an Alderman as only 
about twenty-five pounds per ann. which will fcarcely pay one month’s 
houfe-rent in Calcutta. 

The Prefident and Council, in their capacity of a Court of Appeals, 
decree decifively m all matters under four bundled pdunds^ con- 
sequently in fuits wherein the Company, or the faid Governor anii 

Council are concerned, theie is little chance of judice being had, ex- 
cept where the fubjedt m conted amounts to above that fum, and 

when the aggrieved party can bring his ,ca,ufe from India in an appeal 
',to that refpecStable tribunal, , the , Sovereijgn and ^Council of England ; 
for which he mud be able to afford a- very heavy expence; to fubjeeft 
' himfelf 



CONSIDERATIONS 


■86 

hjmfcif to great trouble and long delays; to incur the odium of the 
gentlemen in the government of Bengal, and to fuffer the dreadful effeOs 
of that power ' i ' 

The hberty of an appeal to the King in Council, allowed by charter in 
the cafe of an Alderman diftmflcd from his office in the Mayor s Court, 
IS made pcrfei31y illufive in the cafes of Bntilh iful^efls Suppofe the 
difmiflcd magiftrate comes home to profamte his appeal, and {hat the 
fentence of his amotion be reverted by that tribunal, the law lays, that no 
Bntilh fub)cft lhall go to Indu ivithout the hccnce of the Company, and 
the charter exprctsly Ihpulates, that if any Alderman be abfent from 
Calcutta for the ^ce of twelve months, ms place or office lhall be void. 
The Company rifufing their licence for him to return, he muftffirll go 
to law with dial powerful body, to obhgcithem to grant thar hccnce, 
if he fhould obtain this, and return to India, they may again remove 
him for having been too long, though neceffiuily abfent ; and thus they 
may continue referring him from England to India, and from Indu to 
England, almoll as long as they pleale , 

The Court of Requelb is, in fedt, the only Court in Calcutta which, 
from bang under litde or no undue influence, is of real and eflential, 
fervice to the poor inhabitants i and this principally becaufc the mem- 
bers fill up all vacanaes in the Court by ballot among therofelves, and> 
becaufc the matters m conteft, bemg confined to forty fhilhngt, muft 
in general be beneath the nonce or interference of the Governor or 
Counfellors / 

The faid Governor andi Members of the Council, bong > the only 
juftices of peace, can and do frequently refufe to tahe cognizance cif 
complaints laid before them, on oath, for redref? m lawful cafes, when, 
they, or the Company, arc any way interefled m them and in the 
fame cafer, when fitting on the bench at the General Quarter Seffion as 
judges, they have frequently put a flop to the due courfe of proceed- 
ings on the mod • frivolous pretences, or adjourned the Court from 
time to time, to evade the enquiry, while the injured parties have been 
left without rcfourcc. 

• Such IS, •• ihit the petRns-ciIIfd upon by the prertculor were femnts of the Company, 

' enlniftcd srlth the knowtedcc of the records ind proceedings of the Gorcroor ind Coun 

** cil, which they were bouDoby oaths to keep fecret, under penally of forfeiting the Com- 
panj't fcrrlce, ind-of other beary punilhinents That the profccutor might cairupon then 
IS srilntflci, in order to make them difclofc the prweedingt of the Gorcroor and Council 
* of Calcutta, ind tbcrcrore ibtj iht Cnrs, could not but objcdl to fuch witnefTci pring 
rr evidence upon rnalterj which might be the mfioi of their betraying of clrcumnances that 
** they were m duty bound not to dirulge,it in fuch cafe they mull either perjure themfclrct, 

•* ** 0 iicUic their 6dcLty to lha Compiuiy ” 

/Is 
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As to the Cutcherrles, particularly that called The Court of Zemin- 
dary, the bufinefs there is often carried on in fo burlefque -and ludi- 
crous a manner, and it is 'fo frequently made ufe of as a conveniency 
for oppreffing the inhabitants, that, confidering the Company’s prefcnt 
lituation, the relation they bear to the Pi wee whom they call Mogul 
and their colleSlors whom they call the Nabobs of Bengal, and confider- 
ing the powers they poflefs from tlie charter of adminiftring jufticc 
according to the Englifli laws, it is a fcandal to this nation that fuch 
Cutchernes are now permitted to exift in a Britifli fettlemcnt, whatever 
may have been the neceffity for them when the Company were depen- 
dent on the- Mogul, and before they hUd obtained their charter of 
juftice. 

It is plain, from what has been faid of the nature of otlicr privileges 
and powers, whether rightfully pofTefled, or alTumed by the Governors 
and Councils, that every European within the limits, and under the pro- 
tedlion of the Company in Bengal (of whom the grand and petit juries arc 
compofed) is entirely dependent upon them and their Governors, or Go- 
vernors and Councils, not ofjy for all they have to expeft towards making 
their fortunes, > but for the fecurity of their prefent pofTeffions, as well as 
for their ownperfonal liberty, and even for that of their lives', particularly, 
if they venture out of* the very limited diftridts' of the charter, into the 
Nabob's dominions. 

It is fcarce conceivable to what a low degree of caftern fcrvile obe- 
dience the exerafe of fuch oppreflions, and the dread of being deprived 
of a fortune, or the means of making one, have reduced even the 
boafted free fubjedts of Great Britain in the fettlement of Calcutta, 
where to appear fenfible of the exiftence of an oppreffion, is a crime j 
to Ipeak of it, treafon : hut it is a fadl, that perfons, who have been 
under the difpleafure of the Governor and Council, have received let- 
ters from their mod: efeemed friends, cxcufing thcmfelvcs from not 
conning to vifit them, for fear it fliould be known they had been at fuch 
houfes. 

Upon a fimple perufal of the foregoing, which is a jiifi: account of 
the date of Calcutta, with refpedt to the courts of Irw andju^licc, ii 
muil appear evident to ever}'^ reader, that the flate of juflicc thc.c 
very precarious ; and that, m reality, it muft be ridiculous to c\'prfr 
obtaining it in that fettlemcnt in any cafes wherein the Governor, the 
members of Council or the Companv arc concerned; or v. herein tliey 
clioofc, from what mothes feever, to intcrfcic; as tiie fa;d Cc\crn ' 
and Council, who arc tlic dependent delegates of tlie arc 

the fupreme jufliccs and judges in all criminal and end -.'ieir> .mi a: 
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ihe iaint time are the rtiakers add Onmakers of the mnyori aldermen, 
IhcnfF, and a'l oilier officers j and- farther, , hare not only the names, 
but even the grand and petit Junes at their im^rcy In dne, ,this ii fo 
much the cafe, that the^ Majors, Idee i every other Court (in Calcutta 
(ciO"pt, as before obfened, the Courtiof, Reguefts) is become rathcfi 
a feourge in the hands of the GotfernOr and Council ( than ,an mftru- 
ment of rihef to the injured and julbce in Bengal is made fo much 
a pohOcal farce, that no one concetijed in the i adminiftrabon of jit 
dares lb much as to hazard the giving of ofience to any, gentleman m 
power 1 , / I til _ I r i I I i 

It IS true, that, by ah aS: of i the ayth of Gt^ ,the' lids it i6 enaSed, 
that “if any of the Company s Governors or Couneds, at their rcfpec- 
“ live principal fcttlcments, (Or any of them, fhnll be glidw of opprelf- 
“ ing any of his Majefty s fubjcOls beyond the feas, tbetr^ lor-, 

“ JpeBnt jttrifdtdtom tT^tommzadt, or /hall 'be guiltyfof lany crilne 
“ or offe;ncc, jCOntrafy to the flan's ofiEngland, ifuch -oppreffion, i emhes, 

“ and offences may be enquired of, heard, land determined iin bis Ma- 
*' jeftys court of KingiS Bench, within that^rt of Great Bntain called 
“ England, or before fuch commiflioners, Snd i6 fuch county lO Eng- 
land as Iliall be kffighed by his Majefty’s copimdlioti, and^by ,goOd -and 
' lanful men of the famei county j and fuch (ninilhmfnts/ fhall be jn- 
“ fliillcd on fuch offenders os are ufually inffifled for offences of the like 
‘ natures Oommittedim England which was repeated in another aS 
of the loth of his prefent Majefty, with this addition, “that the offences 
‘ committed againll that ad, may be allcdgedito be committed, and 
“ may be hid, enquired of ■ and tried m the 'county "of iMiddlefcxs' the 
•' defendants in > fuch adion or foil having liberty, to ipTead thc» general 
“ rffiie, and give the fpecral thatter in evidence* 'on fuch defendants giving 
•' the plaintiff a note in wnting of the fubffance of Ins defeneb fix oneiglit 
“ days before the tnal of fuch adion 

Hcic tlic Oppreffed hive the appeitance of a .remedy held -out to 
tlicm I but, upon examination, it will be found an appearance only 
The great diflance frorfi England, and other di&dCantdgea, t obvious 
lioni uhat has been already faid, together with the length of time and 
ihc eipencc nectfliry for fuch undcrukings, would in mod cafes 
amount to an impoffibility to prolccutcj and which, in fad, would be 
iinpradicablc in all calcs iinlefi the jmured party himfclf came over to 
LnghnJ, where he muff then wait till his opprcflbr comet withm the 
juntdidion of the court, who may perhaps continue to refidc m India > 
lor many years, and after all eftablifh himfdf in n foreign country 
If it is the injured mans good lock to be able to ferve the offending 

party 
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'y-arty with the procefs of the court within three_^or i/qur, yea^s, he will 
iheri be put to. the greateft difficulties with refpedl to ^evidence, which 
the laws Jofj England fo juftly requirc tq,,bei The , Gen tods, 
natives of . the , country,, from, the^c, ordinary, .jcourfe^} of , bufinefsipitiQ Cal- 
cutta, mq/l: probably, are the injured pjan’^ .‘principa)^, witneffies;.:^., and 
if thefe people ^ could even - be induped \ to ,trufi thernfelves on ,fucli a 
voyage, and^ in climates fo unfavourably tOjthem, yeC they /would otlier^ 
wife be effedtually prevented from coming to England/ as. theirpfo imping 
Would, be tOrWiolate religious^, tenets, ,and ;make ,them nncur, the anfamy 
nf expulfion from their calls,, or tiibesi which is ,what tliey wouldhather 
die than fubmit to/fuffer. This of cpurfe ^ mull oblige the.,par^ ^n 
quell of jullice to fend out a commiffion to India for the Take of evi/ 
dence, which, admitting that he could furmount the difficulties which^m.uft 
then- befet him, j will naturally ' prolong his fuit for years: , qr, ,^whpn Jiis 
jcommiffion reaches .Bengal,-^ his witnelTes may be m what , they . calP^the 
EJabob’s ,,Dqi^inion\s , .Tvhefe It ,-may be ^ eafy Tor the.poveinor Vand 
Council to keep them concealed, to-obhrudl or ’ evade the executioaof 
the commiffiopjj and fo prevent his obtaining any^vyrittcn evidence by any 
mean 5 whatfoever. , . . ' , , 

i The legaLjurirdi 6 lion,i asjwe havOr already . obferved,,^ which theCdm- 
.panv derive from the charter and adls of , parliament, as they now Hand* 
jCxtends,^ or q?, allowed , to,, extend, only to the toym or Tettlepient of 
-Calcutta, and fome fubordinate fadlories , ^ the limits of all which together 
_aie of very fmall extent, and which tliey formerly held ,in fubdrdi- 
_nation to the Moguls, yoi Nabobs. No ^ wanant.pr fubpoena, fjorii the 
^Mayor’s court iSj p^ermitted^, to be fervpd on perfons, even at th'eTiboidinate 
Taftories,i except.vvith the-exprefs leave qf the Governor and in fuch cafe 
this, permillion is looked, upon as a, favour. -But the junfdidion now, 
aflumed and exercifed by the Company and their fubffitutes is„,,in faT, 
^entirely- unlimited, and vyithout * check or,, control-/ throughput^ all the 
provinces calledj T, he , Nabob’s, , of, which they-pplledt-ihe revenues.-/-, 
t , The mercanple- bufipefspf many of his Majefly s, European fubjec^s, 
and of fuch 'of the papyes as^pan.^npw find wf;^s- and means to carry 
,on any, pnncipally, hes^ in thofe 'inland' parts to \^hich the faid legal 
.inrifdidtion of the charter is Tot -allowed -to" extend. If has been "here 
that have been felt in the. mod extreme, dep;ree the .ruinous , effects of 
rluch ippnopolies^ as^ yt-will^be Ihewn' inra-,fubiequyn^^,qhapter, ^were eita— 

- blifhed .and- profecuted '-under -the.-cloke ,,and .fan(^hon^pf,,:;the .afihmcd 
powers .of ipedJewafmee. , :rHere ,his,.iyjajelTj^,,defe^cele^^^ fi^bjedls ^havp 
^been mod expofedjto pppreflion. -^It ,is het.Cj.that^ the natives fu,%r un- 


< r - 


[ M Ij 


10 


r-it 


paralleled 





§o 'CO S I D ER At I O^N 3 

paralleled cruatles frohi life Company, or tteir fcrVants, either afting 
by tliemfelveSj or through the Nabdbs, without even a probability of 
fuch iiijtired perlbns evertibtaihfng-jUftice, as they have no Nabdbs with 
a phiteifhng po^^ to apply "to ^-ind cvfJi the Englith laws, /if duly 
eilbrccd, leave them vWlhout rcmedyl becaufe the opprelEon, 'id cafes of 
complaint, is alledgcd tb hhv6 been committed’ tVithoiit the linlitSof the 
Comjiahy s difbifls, and'afdibed' to our NAShfi, who is inSde to father it, 
as thO aft of 4a uidq^'ndint Sotrirei^ i ' 

Great ojlprefirons can never happen but from Ih'ofe in high'potvir Slid 
thefefori the pirfons ,who‘^arc made to Ibfier them in Bengal, will have 
io contend ^ with 'the power and trMfuries of the Compdny both abroad 
^d at home Befides, how few men who^ arc'dipendent in ' the mahOfr 
^ haye feen all muft be who arc unddr die power of the Coiripany in 
Bengal;' will' dare to be inilnimental, or alllflint to th'e injufed, in bringing 
fd ^uftide fdch opbrelTdrs as ar? fUrc of Ihong fdpport f Arid hdft/ fetv'Will 
have th'e mdins,'’ the Application,' fHc forOtade, 'or the pdrfei?i5hnce‘tequi- 
iite for the ^urfiiit, thrOudh paths lb vciy difficult and precarious, * of 'that 
redreft, ■ whichf when obtained, din Hardly be hoped tb prove in any 
degree adequate tOj the tyrong fufifcrcd f From all wbich it mud be tvi- 
tient, £hat the appearance of a remedy, as held "out to* the opprelTed in 
thfc aits qf parliament now exifting, is but lhadotVy iind deceitful; even 
id the cafes of European fobjedls and if 'filch ’are tbi bvils to which 
Englifomen arc expofed who go to reCde in India, it may eaCly be ima- 
gined, from what has been already faid, how much harder is the lot of 
the unhappy nanves of thofe countnes Neverthclcfi they arc a rtnld, 
civilized, and polite people, and* every way deferving of the protfcibon 
of the Bntilh laws j as it is upon their indudry this nanon mull finally 
depend for whatever refonrees Ihe may hereafter expbil from thofe 
dominions 

Within the EngliCh feftlcment of Calcutta, the Members of the Board 
of Counal, frOm ailing at one and the fame nmc in fo many diftcrciit 
capaalics, have among the natives, who arb in ^eral ignorant if the 
Englilh laws, the power of affiiming that official charafler which Bell 
fcrvca their purpofe. Thus, whenever they choofc ir, tbn edn, and 3o 
with great convenience, transfer the native complainant from the Coun- 
fcllor to the Jnlhce of Peace, from the Juliice to foe Zemmdifs 
Cutchcrrics, and from the Zemmdir to the Secret Committee, whefe catJi 
Member is bound to the other,, ander oaths of ’/ecrecr„ not to divnl^ 
what palles If the complaint be not totally quaOied by thefe meant, 
and thofe gentlemen arc apprehenfive that it may be revived wilhm the 
fcttlcmenl m feme flvape or other, through the auilhincc of feme daring 

perfon. 
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perlbn, they have this lafl: relburce, of transferring the complamaht, nnder 
any pretencCj from the Se^jre^Committee to th^ Nabob, where they can 
do what they pleafe with him: and this mode' of proceeding Has been 
adtually pradtifed. 

By fudi means, civil julHce is entirely eradicated j and ,the whole inland 
country, where neither tlie JEnglifh nor the country laws or 'ufages havp 
any forccj is actually in a Rate of the moft deplorable anarchy, under the 
defpotic fway of one, or at moft’ a very few Enghfti gentlernen and their 
Banyans ; and to fuch a pitch of wretchednefs and fervitude have the 
natives been reduced, that their women ^ (a' point in which they are as 
delicate and jealous as any nation on earth) have ,been frequently taken 
from them, without their daring or being able to complain, either from 
the power of the violator, o,r from their having no perfon' to com^plain to, 
from whom they can hope for ledrefs. 

. "yVe come now to ,the exemplification ^ of what^ jye have adyapeed, by 
real fad! s : an which tlie writer will 'either confine, nimfelf to matters of 
which he himfelf h^h perfedt, .knowledge,' and c^n even produce .proof, 
of to fuch others as appear wpll vouched, by jauthentic documents ' exhi- 
^bitpRin diR^ent parts of this. wqrk j .and _y^e,,ywi]l;Hegm wi.th .the MayoFs 

. . In confequence of a moft extraordinary oppremon in the inland parts 
of the country, or wmeh particular nonce is t^en in pur 13th chapter, 
ah Armenian merchmt, named Parfeek ^he i^5di September' 

.filed a bdj m the JVd^or’-s^ Court ,againft(yhe g^qmaftahs argents 
of Gpyernpr Harry Verelft and Francis^ ^Sykes,^ JEfquires, for 60,4^^ 
current rupees, or about yeoo pounds 'fterlinff, principal amount of 
fait, faid to have been forcibly .taken out , of - the . olaintiiF s warehoufes. 
The caufe was brought to an imiCi .and in, the ^naonth of Auguft 1^68, 
on a day appointed for the hearing, all the proceedings^ and depofiuons 
were read and fully confidered j the demand of the ^dnti^ eftajalithed 
to all appearance, and judgment upon the point of being pronbunceh, 
whgn the Hdayor, while liitting in judgmentj jeceivpd a lef/eri* 

or \notei fent from the Governor, to put a ftop to the proceedings; he-- 
caufe, as was alledged, he, the faid Governor, ' wasy a party conc6fned in 
the caufe, and was in expedlationi of ifettlipg- matters by a private com* 
promife. To the aftonifhment of the plaintiff’s folicitor; -who^Tdeclared 
'he^ khew of no cbmpfbmife, and had received ho'^ ihftfudlions froni’ his 

''j" ' ' X rv .■> ren -ijKfTi ( a'fH 'jzii / rt ^ 
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* The wifer of thefe flieets being an Alderman of the Court, and having been abfent 
when thi£ Extraordinary tranfaftioii^happened, as fooif he^d of^it wrot6 to the Mayor 
u^on the fubjedt, defiring to have a fight of the letter fent by^' or by the order of the Governor, 
' \ ' [ M a 3 then 
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client upon this” tiiattcr, tHi reijileft ’contain^ in ^the 'letter 'or'’nott'KM 
complied with, and a flopwaSat pHcc pUfto the proceedings , the pldintiff 
icii^gjeft witbobtany'faOnafhon^* * '’** d 

<\fter an indance of this fort, i( may he thought needlefs te produce 
'othprs of a Icls cnmmal nature. 'BuC it noiondilk in Calcuitfl, that ini 
cafes whcreipthe faid Goverhorand CoilnciTj for thofe of their conne&oni 
haye been any wife interefled, piivitc apjihcatiofis, by letter or othcrivifc, 
Tiave'bcen frequthtly'received ty the 'CfouitS“>?’ho, jfettin’g afide thefo'rm’a. 
Titles of proceis pd difojled bj me Charter, ^ hide liiSually proceeded to hear 
’■and determine 'upon foch private applications, ^paiticnlany' againft the ar- 
'^tomics or folicitors of thc^Courd, teho'have found it a hazardous mad 
ter to undertake any foit in matters ofarbihary proceedings, wherein the 
Go- eroor ahd Coulicil haveJifcen m thi leallrdegree idterefled foparatcly on 
cpllc&vely ^ ' ” 

t Upoh me lami pnnapje'o^^e^,' or^terviirty to the- Govcmdr'’and''C 6 un- 
cil, thc'Cobft''ha/ ffe^ufiftljt rSmfed* to grant copies of proceedings filed 
and entered' on record irt tht Court, to peSfons interefied in fiich. proceed- 
ings', ythd'tequii'ed, and hada nghttd them ; and'thejudges likewifc have 
^ jjcfiired td'acee^ of faffitaenc and 'unexccphonable bad,,. when it' Has^Beeli 
offered by a defendant for a bailable offence.^ * ' 

j ^Gn other' occafions, whefe i '{)lauififij^nnder| the ’kndwn'dlljdeaflirtofi 
'/ the'Gdttmor imd Council, has Brought his bill of complaint into 'Court 
" ag^n{f|)eri^s'wfth whom thi Governor and^CouocTl were trpfensdly 'jn- 
^tercfled iiftbc '’event of the cautc, the'Court hair ofiicioufly 'met,' at 
. thcif bwn-meretnouon, ^ to cmjlder'dnd dtie^)mnc kebdVerHuib'Si]! (f com- 
flmnt fkaded'h,' dimurrtd id,'or MniffiS'’' long aftir 

fuch bill had bten regularly filed’and admitted by the faid Cddrt; and this 
merely td effetV the difmiflion of fiich bill, which hath afterwards fol- 
lowed , and the plamnff has thereby been lift 'remcdilcfi in matters of the 
gtcatilbtdhfcdnimcc " > H i - u b . 'li 1 

^ oifj ^ o J f ^ -^1 If »i(i b - j) ' u 

*t>Kn karryVerdff Efqaire m conTcqaeffdfc of wjilch th& proceedlSji Bad T>«n IloppcJ 
After fomc dap •confidcmioni the Major wrote. the following cxcofe, the ongtail of whlih i 
ii now io the, writer « poiZeiEoa jl , 

r / n i. _ j “•‘-To VSTHiam Boltr, Erquirc** f J , i j f*i 

J f ‘‘(DcXitfSiiL,]} 1 jf j fi f } I 

f M I (houW Bart fentjrqu.lhe.note, a^lpromlfed, iCJ had fotind jt| but haTing,notm*t 
• With It ampng mj papen, coonocea me that I mufl hare deflrojrf it, ^th other pipw* 

' •* lilt 1 ittrui tfjtltft 

** 1 ami SiE, jour moQ oBedrenl fervant, 

I " il < { ' I 

•* Calcvtu, the I lib AuguH, J76B *« CORKELIUS GOO 0 WIN ‘ 
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After fuch' difmiffionj upon an application to the Court f6r copiesj • 
even the original hills-'and exhibits have been pretended to have been loft, - 
when, on' an exannination before the Court, it has appeared on oath 
that they weie carried to the Governor by an ofticer of the Com t. The 
writer has authentic proofs of fuch proceedings in his pofteflion. 

' However, the illegal pioceedings of this court are not confined to fuch 
matters only .as the Governor and Council appear to be diredtly or indi^ 
redlly concerned in , they are frequently as irregular in matters wherein- 
they themftlves are interefted ; but whatever remedies may be pradicable- 
to prevent the undue influence of the Governor and Council over this- 
Court, there can be- no efieclual check to prevent this evil, as things ^ 
are at prefent, but the confciences of the refpedtive magiftrates , who 
neverthelefs, when they tranfgiefs from mere ignorance, are not,- from 
their fituation, fo very blameable, being perfons of mercantile profeflions, 
not bred up to the law,, and who by the chaiter are obliged under a 
penalty, When eledied by the Governor - and Council, to accept of their 
offices, ' without even a recorder, who, were he a Barnfter at law as in 
the 'corporations of England, might direiT them to legal determinations ' 
in the execution of juftice. 

For fads- relative to the proceedings of this Court, which are not fully ^ 
exemplified in'- this place, not to- fwell this chapter ta an enormous 
fize, we beg leave to refer the reader to our Appendix, particularly to ' 
]SI° XXIV.' page 38, the memorial of Mr. Thomas Hamilton ; N° XXV, 
'page 40, the anfwer of Cornelius Goodwin, Efquire, then late Mayor- 
'of Calcutta (both addrefted to the Mayor’s Court) ; N® XXVJ. page 43,. 
the memorial of Alexander Jephfbn, Efquire, to the Court of Eaft India- 
Diredbrs, with the opinions of Sir William de Grey, Sir Fletcher Nor- 
ton and Charles Sayer, Efquire, < thereon 5 N° XXVII. page 5-5, the 
'Cafe of Mr. Richard ,Whittal], with Mr. Dunning’s opinion 5 and to 
N® XXVJII.. page 73, the 'Memorial of Mr. Richard Whittall to the 
Court of Eaft' India 'Diredors. 

' With refped to the fads relative to the proceedings of the Governor 
and Members "of the Council in their multiform charaders of Counfel — 
lors, Seled Committee-men, Juftices of Peace, Commiffioners of Oyer 
and Terminer, .Judgps of Appeals, Makers and Unmakers of the Mem- 
,hers of the Mayor’^ Cour-t, Prefidbnts of the Cutchernes, -Zfemindars, 
Colledors,. Delegates and Reprefentatives of the Englifti Eaft- India 
Company, the Mogul’s Dewans, and Makers and Unmakers of the 
'Mogul, as well as of the Company’s Rent-gatherers, now called the 
- NMhs Gf Bengal^ Merchants,.- or Sovereigns 5 all of which different 

charaders 

1 ■' > 
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cliaraScrs they can and do aflumc, as occafion requires i as it would ifl 
many cafes be difficult to trace thofe gendemert through their vanous 
metamorphofes, we {ball briefly enumerate fome pnnapal tranfaflaons 
as they occur to us, without maJun^ any diftm&otis ; only definng the 
reader once more to obferve, that it is not the men, but the meafures, 
when they arc bad, which we wifli to cxpolc, m order for procuring 
an efleiliial reformation 

A gendeman of the Council at Calcutta became indebted to one Wd- 
liam Wilfon* a fail-maker, for work done in the way of his profeffion, 
amounting to current rupees 75—9—7 , for payment of which the fad- 
maker fent in his bill, with a receipt annexed The Counfellor, who 
happened at the fame time to be ^mind^ alfo, allcdgcd the charges 
in the bill were exorbitant and unrcafonable, and would neither dif- 
charge or give up the bill , threatenmg the fail-maker, that he would 
get nun turned out of the Company s Icrvice, or fent to Bencoolen 
if he perCftcd m lus demand The fad-maker not mtimidatcd, 
iilcd his bdl m the Mayor s Court againft the Counfellor, who, rather 
than expofe the affair to a public difcuffion, more prudendy agreed 
to fatisfy the complamant, to the amount of Jus bdl, with me coffs 
of fuit, by which It ivas confequendy fwelled The complainant s fo- 
licitor or attorney at law (t(3 tljey are called in Bengal) lent his Ban- 
yan, Radhoo Tagoor, a black merchant of Calcutta, to receive the 
amount of the bill, repeated times without fuccefs ; till at laft the laid 
Kadlioo Tagoor deflred ithc Counfellor s Banyan to inform his mailer, 
that the amount of the bdl ivas wanted, and if it was not paid, fome bad 
confequenecs might cnfqe from the caufc going on m the regular courlc 
of law, and the charges , being confequendy enhanced 1 which bemg 
told to the Counfellor and Zcimndir, he grew angry, and ordered the 
merchant, Radhoo Tagoor, to be immediately fcizcd by his Peons, and 
earned W the Cutcherryj where he was, without any cxammation, 
inquiry, or form whatei er, tied up, feverely flogged, and beat on the 
head with his own flippers -f-, by order of the faid Zemindir who 
wrote a letter to the attomty at law upon the occafion, of which the 
follmnng is an cxaG copy 

• Bcncoolen <m the Ilhnd of Sumatra, anil Gombroon in Perlia, bare been long loobeil 
upon ai placet rtrr unbealtbr and fatal to tbc gennabty of European ctmflitutrani j and from 
fome Idftancet of perfoni in tbc Compin/a lerrice being formerlr fent tbitber from 
other felilerocnti bjrOorcmon andConnctlt, utru fufpefled, to get rid of tbem, tbetalklag 
of fcmliog People loBencoolen, orOombnooii, haj In India a kind of proretbial meaning 
expreSire of banllbnienL , 

t Tbebeingbeaton the head with a flipper It, among tbc ruUtea of India, confldeTcd to 
be a >ax IgnommicaJ pnruflunent 


"SIR, 
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« s I R, 

I have ordered 3^our demand to be complied with. It is fo' extravagant 
that I intend laying it before the court. Your Banyan was fo mfolent as to 
“ ^ell me, that unlefs I difcharged it diredtly you would increafe your de» 
mandj for which infolence in him I have ient him to the Cutcherry, where 
5‘ he will meet his deferts. ' i ^ 

1 

Your moil: humble fervant. i 

, ' > ' 

“ Calcutta, the 22d Feb. 1765'” ■ d ' ' 

^ Upon a complaint lodged By a poor old woman againft^anotherm the fame: ^ 
circumftances, before the Zemindar, wherein he has been:embarrafled'to de- 
cide which of the two was in the right, the writer has known the poor wretchesr^ 
ordered to hght, and made to decide the queftion by the '^exertioh of their 
feeble limbs in battle. . ' 

A tradefm^n and inhabitant of Calcutta, named Odcul Sonarl^'compl^ined 
of having been falfely imprifoned by one Nobekiffen, then Banyan to the Go- 
vernor of Calcutta \ alledging, that during his confinement^, under various 
falfe pretences, he and feveral of his family had been other wife mofigrievoully 
injured andopprefled. The tradefman preferred his complaint at the court^df , 
general quarter feffions, held at Calcutta, on the 4th March 1767,. in a petition 
to the grand jury, but without any fucCefs: for it was remarkable, that 
Chief Juftice, Harfy Verelft, Elquire, then on the bench, getting the petition 
into his oWn hands from another Juflice, to whom tlie foreman of the Jury 
had delivered it, he immediately and fuddenly called and difiuified the ju- 
j:ies. - ^ , ■’ L , ' / 

It v/as^ faid, by way of excufe, that the complainant had not firfi ■ re- 
gularly given in his information upon oatH before a Juftice of the Peace^, 

and that the affair ought to be referred, for trial, to the court, of the Zemm- 
dary. , - ^ - 

The injured man, however, chofe rather to depend upon the Englifli laws> 
for redrefs of his injuries, and therefore, to obviate the objection of want of 
- -formality, he^fterwards formally applied to a Juftice of Peace/ Who happened 
at that time to be the Zemindar alfb. It was With,lbrne difficulty, ' and not 
without great altercation, that the Juftice confented to, receive the information 
of the complainant, but at length he promifed to receive it orr fhe following 
day j which was accordingly dehvered in upon oatb,uj.^lloWs<H 

'iV . 
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“ The Information of Gocul Sonar, Inhabitant of Calcutta, 

" Shewetii, c I ' , 

“ That on or Aout the i’ll of Phajgoon (or roth February 1 767) one 
“ Ram Sonar and Ram Bama viith a Hirrfrah * (or njElfenger) belong-i 
■" mg to Nobekdlcn Munfhy, came to the -houfe of iim the informant, 
“ and did then and there, with force, unlawfully -and itgunoufl^ enter 
“ into his inward Zcnini /or womens) apartments, faying they had 
«' orders frorn Nobeluflcn ^lunfhy to take away the informants lifter, 
“ for his the faid Nobekiffen s ufe. Tliat on the informant a refifting, 
" and calling the DmcbAy -f-, they abufed Km and his mother ^n -the moft 
“ opptobnous terms, and did otherwife ill-treat them upon which, 
“ the reft of , the informant s family hemg forced to fly, they unlawfolly 
“ and hy force did then and there faze the informants mother, and 
" agamft the peace of oar Lord the Kin^, did fonably cany her away to 
•• Nobckificn 

“ That on the next day the Cud Ram Sonar and Ram Bania came 
•' with another Hhcarah of Nobekiflens, and did fonably fazt'and 
•• cany away the informant and his brother, named Kifn, into Nobe- 
" kilfens pretence, who ordered ‘both to be confined Upon this wo 
“ offered leciinty, which he refufed Wc then offered that one-of us 
“ fhould remain in pnfon, and the other be at liberty'" fins alfo 'he, 
'• Nobekiffen, refofedj bat gave ordera to his Peons, who earned us to 
“ pnfon in the Colleiftofs Cutcheny, where we were both confided in 
'• the place where felons and tKeves arc, -with our feet in the flocks for 
fvo days and three nights, viJtoals being forbid 10 be given to us, 
“ and none ot our pco^c permitted to come near us And dunng 
" our confinement. Ram Sonar, with one of Nobekdlcn s houfa for- 
ably entered the informants houfe, and earned away his fifter to 
•' Nobekiffcns houfey -where he, Nobekiffen, kept her corifined one 
" night, and violated her Afterwards he, Nobekiffen, fent for us 
from the Cutcherr) to hu houfe, and from thence ordered us -to be 
earned and confined where the Company! HircSrahs flay, oppoGtc 

• HfiTuiati meani rrorolj* a fpy ‘ In Tndu (t h br no rotani an employ held in the de 
fpicablcliib! in wbieh jl nlhoujhi of in t-orope All grcit mm hire a number of Hired 
rebi m their tnrn | and in ireeoum of Hindoflan, the P/inre j Head hircirah ii a princi 
rJ clheer and frequently employed upon bblinefiof the Eicalcll iruH, fecreey and honour 
^ q-ji^ f Jiafay f, an eaclimation ulcJ by ibe common penple in HindollJn, upon oCcafion 
of 4nT fuddm til of liolence, much in the fame manner aj in ^inind Hottujal they ery, 
Rr, TTiua the poor people In Dcnial.peifoaifyins Ibe Odlipany, frequently callout, 

Dru^Jy Cr-faqy '’Wif, wbcie ttcre arc nunc found to attend to char criti 


to 
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to the Governor’s honfej where we were confined one night and one half 
“ day, and were afterwards again cairied to NobekifiTen s, and again re- 
“ turned to tlie fame place of the Fliicarahs, from whence we weic at lafi: 
“ rclcafcd. 

“ That at the general qnartci fefljons of this town of Calcutta, on the 
” 4th of March 1767, this informant did lepiefent his grievances in a 
petition to the grand jury, which he delivered to the foreman, who de- 
“ liveicd it to the clerk of the peace, who delivered it to the Judges on 
“ the bench : but that no enquiry was made into the cafe of the informant, 
“ the grand jury being difmilfed immediately after the delivery of his peti- 
“ tion. 

“ This informant farther faith, that on the lydi March, at about ten 
o’clock at night, four peons, or pykes, named Sheik Jaffer, Sheik RhejTOo, 
Kifno and Ram, came to the informant’s houfe withapeon, named Mow- 
dy, who then and there feized die informant’s brother, named Kifno So- 
“ nai, and carried him to Nobekiflen’s houfe, without any legal warrant or 
authority : nor can the informant conceive any reafon, unlefs it was to in- 
timidate him from feeking redrefs. Thofe of our caft (or tribe) as cufto- 
mary, refufe to afibciate widi us : and forafmuch as the faid informant 
‘‘ conceives the above related proceedings are unlawful and inj'urious, and 
‘‘ are wrongs which tend to the great damage of him, the informant, and 
‘‘ are againft the peace of our Lord the King, his crown and dignity 5 and 
“ whereas the informant is otherwife remedilefs, he therefoie humbly prays, 
“ that a warrant be granted to feize and bind over NobekifiTen, and every 
'' other perfon concerned in thefe opprefiions, to the next quarter fefiions. 

(Signed) GOCUL SONAR.” 

Counterfigned. Sworn to before me, Charles Ffioyer, one of His 
“ Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for the town of Calcutta, &c. this 20th 
“ day of May 1767. 

« CHARLES FFLOYER.” > 

I i 

This information was fupported by another depofition of Kifno Sonar, 
taken at the fame time upon oath, and fubfcribed to in like manner, 
by the beforefaid Juftice of Peace , whereupon the complainant was 
happy in the thoughts that he fhould of courfe obtain juftice for the' 
injuries he complained of, according to the eftablifhed laws of Eng-' 
land. But upon finding that no warrant was ififued, or bail required 
from the accufed party, nor any other fteps taken .towaids having the' 

' [ N ] ' ■ affair 
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aflriir tncd at the following ftllions, the tradcfman waited upon Mr Ffioyer, 
who, to his artoniCbment, threatened him with the Chawbuck *, and told him 
he had no bulincls with thequorter &/Soae, but thathis complaint /hould b4 
tried at the Zemindar s court > 

Thus m order to evade a fair enquiry, to Icrve a private purpofe hereafter 
to be taken notice of, was this affair transferred from Mr Ffloyer -)■, Juftice 
of Peace, to Mr Ffloyer Zcmindir, contrary to the exprefs diredbons of the 
charter of jufhee, and againft the will of the complainant, who was after- 
wards totally precluded from jnfhce, and even from the knowledge of what 
was done refpedhng his complaint, having never been any further called 
upon, and never having been able, notwithftandmg repeated applications 'for 
that purpofe, to obtain copiis of cany proceedings whatever 

Another extraordinary cafe was of Ramnaut, a black merchant, houfe- 
holder and inhabitant of Calcutta, who had formerly ferved as Banyan td 
Mr George Gray, a gentleman then of the Council at Calcutta Jt has 
been already Cud, th4t the Secret, or Selefi: Committee of Calcutta, in con- 
fequence of extraordinary powers from the Court of Dirediors, affumed ju- 
nfdidfion to themfelves in even fuch as they p/etended were criminal mat- 
ters In confequcnce of which it has been common for them, of their own 
mere motion, to feize and impnfon the pretended NaMi s officers, as well 
as the pnncipal merchants of the country, by mflitary force, within the En- 

• The inflrament for flogging ufed it the Catcherria. 

f In order to favt ip^rancei fonhU ertraordinarr proceeding, at leajl id the cyw of 
ihc Court of Eafl India DIreflora, fomc mentha after the tr«nfa£lion, Mr FEoytr cnterwl a 
minute upon the confaltations, or proceedings of the Council at Calcatta, fo called^ 
wherein be endeavoun to account for it In the v^s following 

** In the month of lull, when I wostheafling Jufliceand Zemindir, thePrefldent 

delivered to me a complaint which had been prrfcned to the grand jury at the quarter fc/Honj 
*' by one Gocul Sonar, igainfl Nobekiflcni end defuedroe to Inquire into UasZemlndfr 1 
** did fo But on attelling thedepolmons which hid been taken by me, 

“ //fe tf the Pfotr 7 .rm%dir / oral nat Jfn/jtU ^ the nojUh wtul the next aorwraf* 

** when I icquainted the Prefident with ft i ind is i confirmation thereof referred him to 'the 
• officers of the Cutchexry, who were the only perfons made ufc of by me, during the whole 
** courfe of the enquiry My report to the Prefident, whlJi has been laid 
“ befotc this board and the recoros of the Court of Zemlndlff, will, I hope, fufficiently 
•• evince that I ailed themo, in t]K/*£agI ej Zmtud£r nd ent eu ent ef btt 

“ s Jyjitca tf the Peace * 

If any thing more be rtquifite to cypofc the Injufiict of this procteJmp or the futility of 
the cxcufe, whtch Mr Fflojtr doubtlefi thought fafficienl for the Court of Direilort the 
read r n defirtd to remark, from the cmnplamaoi a depofitioo that the tnrormiiion of the 
4th Mirch 1767, which was the paper faW to b-dcUreted to Mr Ffloyer by Governor 
\ ertifi, could have no conneiUon with the Infbnnstion In queflion, of the aoth May lyhy t 
thn Uft is fioOtdbyMr Ffloyer, even refemng to the former one, asbiviogbetn hW 
ifide wfihoui caufe, which was the reafon of the iradcfmin s Ilfl ippltcaiioo pafonallr to 
Mr FBoycr, n one of his Majefiy 4 Jufttcta cf the Peace, In order to bate hu compuint 
>cird at the neat quarter (effioos 
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fcttlcrment, alfo to withdraw the Company’s protedlion, and to pro- 
nounce ientence of banjllimcnt againH: perfons unaccufed and unheaid, m 
cafes wherein the King in England could not do cither one or the other. 

This Secret Committee or the Prefidenf, with the Committee’s fan'dtion, 
had, among others, fuddenly feized the before-mentioned Ramhaut feme 
time m the month of September 1765, and clofely confined^hm under a 
military guard for many months. The pretences then made ufe of by the 
Committee for this extraoidinary adl were, that he had been guilty of great 
extortions and malpradices in the Maldah country, (where Mr. Gray had! 
refided as Chief of the Company’s factory) and it would appear tine Com* 
mittee officioufly undertook the ex'amination of thefe matters tn Calcutta^ to 
fave the Nabob that trouble. But the real caufes as afligned by others 
with the greateft appearance of truth, 'were in order to extort evidence from 
him againfl his faid maftcr, with whom the Committee were then engaged 
in very rancorous party'-difputes. Upon what foundation he was confined, 
what hardfiiips he and his family fuffered, or what elfe pafied during this 
his firft confinement by the Committee, is foreign to our prefent purpofe to 
relate 5 fuffice it to fay, that after the purpofes for which he was confined 
had been ferved, he obtained his relealement, and for a long time con- 
tinued in Calcutta unmolefted, with the permiffion of appearing in the 
prefence of the Governor to make his Salaam -f*, among odier merchants. 
Thus far was neceffary for the illuftration of the fadl before us. 

This man complained, that during his faid confinement he had been 
plundered by one of his countrymen of property to a confiderable amount, 
and he wanted the permiflion of the Governor and Council to apply to the 
Englifli laws for redrefs, not choofing to do it, for fear of giving offence 
widiout firft obtaining die permiffion of the Board. 

The following, being an exadt copy of his addrefs to the Council, will 
beft fpeak for itfelf. 

See Authentic Papers concerning India Affairs, pages 189, 190, 193, &c. 
t According to the Afiatic ftile, he who after any difgrace is permitted to appear in the 
Huzzoor Walla, or “ High Prefence,” to make the obeifdnce called a Salaam, is efteemed to 
he forgiven, and reftored to favour 1 

t The offending party tvas the Governor’s Banyan, and alfo Banyan to" the Secret Com- 
mittee, 
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“ To the Honoarable Hany Vcrclft, Elqiure, PreCdent, 5 cc Gentlemen 

“ of the Council at Fort Wilham. i 

J 

“ Honourable Sir and Sire, 

“ I take the liberty of prefenting yon with this humble addrefi for two 
" purpofes, both wluch I hope will boefteemed to ment the condderation 
“ of jxiur Honourable Board One is in order to put a flop to the cor-J 
“ rupt praihees of a man who has been intrufted with the management of 
“ tranfadhons of the higheft nature, and of the greateft importance to the 
“ afiatrs of the Honourable Company i and the other is in order to 
“ obtain jnfhce and rclhtuuon for the opprellion and damage done me m 
“ particular 

“ The grievance complained of is, my having to the amount of thirfy-fir 
•' thoufand rupees cvtorlii ely exafled and taken from me by Nobekillen 
“ Munfhy, dunng my late confinement, rx ee/ore ^rtr, avading himfelf of 
“ my Ignorance of the Englifli laws and cufloms 

•’ He ufed to viiit me in my confinement, and there, by threats and under 
“ vanous fcandalous, villanous and falle pretences, did demand and metre 
•' iitim me, , , . 

“ In the month of Ogrihn, a nng, value - - rupees 14,200 
“ Pous — 50ogold mfibur? 

" Chdytro - 400 ditto 
“ Bhidrd - 500 ditto 

1,400 value - - - 20,000 

" With two pieces of Bootedirs, and fundry other 

“ things, given by his order to his people, I aluc - 2,000 

Rupees • 36,200 

“ The pretences he made ide of were, that he would prelcrve me; 
“ or get me excufed from taking my oath upon the Ganges water be- 
“ fore the Selcia Committee, that I might have the greater latitude for 
“ what 1 was to declare verbally i that he would procure my relcafementj 
“ that he would give men -f- KJicIaat, and fend me away again f DcuJn 

* About a,5i»l. 

■t AnhtMiorajy drtti, given to perfoai upon tbvlr admtSjon oreniranccopon inpntwtrurt 
ct cflirJopmvnt 

J Pfoperly it the officer of the Dewannee See Chap IV But norr croy knglith 
pentlomn i Head Sanjda li, by mrlifj, cajtcil his Qtwdn 

“ to 



ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 


lor 


to Maldah 5 and that he would fave my life, which I was to be de- 
“ prived' of, when he found it neceffary to threaten me, 

“ r acknowledge my ignorance of the falutary laws of Great Biitain, 
" in fuffering myfelf to be thus impofed upon, as well as my folly m 
“ having even fuppofed him to be of fuch confequence to the Honcuiable 
Select Committee. Yet as the well-being of the Honourable Com- 
“ pany’s affairs in a great meafure depends upon the impartiality and’ 
“ integrity of thofe whofe office does any ways concern the adminiftration 
and execution of juflice, or the common good of the fubjedt, I humbly 
“ hope ftill to obtain redrefs. 

“ And as I have heard much of the juftice of the Enghfh laws, and 
" am informed, that the Honourable the Court of Diredtors have been 
pleafed to order, that ‘'If a native chufes the dccifion -of his grie- 
" vances by Enghfh laws, thofe, and thofe only muff be purfued, and 
“ purfued accoiding to the diredhons in the charter /’ I am very defirous 
“ of laying my cafe before the juries at the next feflions, where only, 
" I am informed, it is cognizable. 

" But left the preferring in that manner my complaint againft him, 
whilft in office, fliould be of any detriment to* the affairs of the Honouiable 
Company under his management, I hereby fiift humbly beg the per- 
miffion of the Honouiable Board. 

" And as the grievances I complain of tend manifeftly to the evil 
" example of all others the Company’s Banyans in office, as well as to 
“ the great oppreffion and detriment of the native inhabitants in general, 
“ I humbly hope. Honourable Sir and Sirs, that you will pleafe to grant 
“ me the permiffion required, that I may be enabled to obtain redrefs 
“ and the reftitution of my property. 

I am, with the greateft refpedt, &c. &c. 

(Signed) ’ ‘'RAMNAUT DAS S.” 
Foit William, the loth April 1767.” 

This letter he fent to the Governor, then Harry Verelft, Efq, who, 
on the 15th April, in the evening, fummoned Ram naut before him, and 
having queftioned him m his chamber, in a particular manner, regarding 
the circumftances of his letter, difmiffed him with affurances, that he 
fhould have the ftrideft juftice done him. 

Upon Ramnaut’s going out of the Governor’s chamber, and coming 
into the hall, he was fuddenly met by a party of feapoys with fixed 

bayonets, 
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bayonets, commanded by two black officers, named Sontofc and Din* 
mahomed, who in that inftant * fozcd him and, not permitting him to 
ndc in Ins palanqneen, marched him on foot throngb the town, from 
theGo\ernors to his own houfe, where th^ kept him in ftnd confine- 
ment, with guards upon his doors, and even in his inncrmoft apart- 
ments not permitting aiy' perfon but his own menial fervants to havte 
acccfs to Turn 

He was, on a fubfequent day, again marched under 
the houfe of Governor Verelft , who, notwithftanding 
was addrcflcd to the Governor and Council, thought proper to refer it 
to the SeteSl and Secret CemmUtee, who Tiad fomc pnvatc fittings upon 
the aftairj in order, as was ufiial among them on fuch occafions, to record 
fomething after their own way upon the face of then- proceedings, which 
fliould have the farcical appearance of jufticc, to amufe the Diredlors 
Kamnaut was, therefore, fcveral times conduced, under his guards, 
before the Secret Committee, where they did what they pleafedj and 
when they had done with hun, ordered him baek to confinement in lus 
own houfe, where ccntinelt were placed at every door and window He 
remained in that Ctuation until Sunday the jd May 17675 on the 
evening of which day he fent to inform the writer, he baa juft received 
private intelligence, that orders had been received from Governor Verdft, 
tlicn with THE Nab6b at Muifhedabld, to Mr Cartier, then at Calcutta, 
to deliver him, Ramnaut, up to the Nab6b for confinement; which 
matter, notwithftanding other pretences, was a pnncipal otjetft of the 
Governor s vifit to the city He farther acquainted the wntcr, he had 
intelligence, that it was intended to fend him away that evening 5 and 
begged he u-ould come to his houfc, to help him to fecure his efieifls 
Accordingly the miter went to his houfe, towards night, and fa w him 
in ftnft confinement, under charge of a party ot foldicrs, commanded by 
0 black officer, named Rambukfli, greatly terrified, and in tears Upon 
the writers cjcpoftulating with him, and alking him the rcafon of his 
dejedhon, he anfwered, that he was under ftrong apprehenfions of being 

In t ScCTct Cmnniillft, hdj >t Cilculti the i8th April 1767 it which were prefoit 
Harry VertlB, Efqi PmilDShT with Meflti John Cinicr Cuud RnlTiHI ind Aleximln 
Camphell Gosemor Verelll emcred • mlnateon thoH: Secret Procctdinei i wherein he ic- 
qttiidtnl hti brother Commirtce-mcn, elm he bill To (chreJ inJ conSned KininatiCt ** 

** he lad reiTon to belierc he wii the Inllrumeot of a concealed faflion aeaion NobchilTcn,** 
(who wii, u before obfimred, hu Banyin, at well at Danyin to the CootmitttcJ •* and 
thcrtfnre hr had ordered him under a guard, to pretenc bll being tamperrd with anJ ir^ 
•* nruQtd in hii evidence, untii he could heeaiaanlncd by ibe Committee ' In ra n du 
En-ldhavTi cacdalm agimQ the proceedinra of a ilailite or an Inquifitton, while praAicca 
of this nature arc fufieaW to piaia in a Bnlltb Settlement unpuniihcd 


the fame guard to 
6amnauts letter 


murdered. 



ON INDIA AFFAIRS., 105 

murdered, when out' of the diftrldls of Calcutta. The writer comforted 
him as well as he could, by affunng him, that no Enghlhman would be' 
concerned in fo horrid an adt, or permit the Nabobs or his officers, to per- 
peti ate it : whereupon he exclaimed agamft the Englifh laws, -and be- 
wailed the misfortunes which he faid his miftaken notions of their jufticd 
had drawn upon him. 

This difcourfe was fcarcely ended, when there came another party 
of armed foldiers, under command of another" black officer, named 
Muraad Khawm, with three fervants of the Governor, named Peer Ma- 
homed, Doft Mahomed, and Gordal ■ Sing ; faying, they had the Gover- 
nor’s orders to carry him, Ramnaut, away to tIue Nabob. This was like 
the arrival of a death-warrant to this diftreffed man. He changed co- 
lour, and trembling begged for time to arrange his affairs and fecure 
his papers, which only brought upon him fevere abufe and ill treatment. 
When the writer remonflrated W’lth the feapoys thereon, telling them,' 
he was fure fuch rigour was not ufed by order of the Governor, they 
even prefented to him the butt-ends of their mufquets : and in this 
fituation they haffily obliged Ramnaut, without any ’ preparation for his 
journey, or 'arrangement of his affairs, to quit his houfe j pulling him 
into the ftreet, where they bound his hands, and then hauled him 
through the town to a boat that had been prepared for carrying him away. 

By letters, afterwards received from him,' it appeared, that he was 
adtually transferred to the Nabob at Murlhedabad, for confineme’nt,' 
during which time his family, at Maldah, was put to the greateff hard- 
ffiips and diffreffes ; and after about feventeen months imprifonment, the 
wnter received a letter from him, in the Bengal language, of which the 
following is a tranflation: ' 


It 


« 


On the 28th of the month Serrabon (or pfh Auguff) 1768, the 
Nabob Mahomed Reza Khawn 'delivered me over to Baboo ^ Ong- 
noofing, who demanded from me 60,000 rupees j yiz. 

On account Mr. * Verelff’s fait- - 48,000 

Ditto boats - 7,000 

Ditto wages to the boat people - 


(C 


iC 


“ Current rupees 


60,000 


^ An officer of the Nabob’s, who fupenntended the hufinefs of the Cutcherries. 

-I- This was par^ of the private fait concerns, taken -notice of in our Xlllth Chapter. 

4 

‘‘ I there- 
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" I thereupon told him, that no part of the demand was juft, etcept 
•' for tlie fait , on which account I had already paid Mr Verelft, by the 
i' hands of Mr Richard Barwcll thirty-one thouCuid two hundred Sunott 
" rupees) — that the balance which might be due after crediting me 
“ for fundry difputed articles, as might he adjuftcd, I was ready to 
“ pay That the amount of the boats was not due from me, ftr I 
“ never received them On hearing this. Baboo Ongnoofing became 
“ very angry, and abufed me very much , fending for the * Chora and 
“ Chony, and laying, he would tic me up to the -f- Seepiyah, and flog 

the money out of me At laft, he told me to fend for the papers or 
“ letters regarding the boats and the money paid, at the lame time order- 
•• ing me to pay, on account of the balance of the falt-money, eleven 
'• thoufand ttvo hundred licca rupees, on the Ijxit. After this, he ordered 
“ the feapoys to take me away, and, by the ufe of force, to fee that the 
“ money was paid on that day 

" I was in confequence thereof very 21 treated, and on the next mora- 
*' ing was again fent for) when he told me, I could only live by paying 
" the money I was afterwards earned to the J Khalla Cntchcrry, by 
V Older of tlie Nabdb Mahomed Reza Khawn i who himfelf callmg me 
“ before him, ordered me to pay the faid money I reprefented, that I 
“ had no objedhon to pay the amount of the fait) but hoped 1 Ihould be 
“ thereupon rcleafed from confinement, and have a Ihort time allowed 
“ me Upon which the faid Nabdb bemme very angry) faid, he would 
*• hate the money at any rate) and immediately ftnt for the Seepiyah 
“ and Chawbuck There was then prefent Baboo Ongnoofing and Ram- 
“ kiflbre Sene, the Governors Banyfins § Vakeel, tvith whom the 
“ Nabdb confulted a httle, and then ordered the feapoys to take me back 
“ to my pnfon ) telbng me, if I did not pay the money withui one 
" month, he himfelf would pay it, and hang me for it In this affair, 
“ whatever the Governor s Banyin wntes, that is and w 21 be the law ; 
•'“and I am afraid there is a ddign upon my life Do yod, therefore, I 
“ praj, for God’s fake, make application on ray behalf) and become an- 
•' fvserable for the payment of the money, if I can be rcleafed from my 
" confinement on thofe terms Dated the 8th of the month Bhadro, or 
“ 21 Auguft J768 ” 

• Two fpeeir* of wtnpi ufed in the CuIcbcrrJa 

t i\n engine ofed In the Ctncbmiej conliltlng of three bimhoei, croned In b tningle, 
teilha rope binjtng from the enure ro ere and faipcnd the colpm during firgcHiilon 

t The Cutcbrrry where the Nibdbitbla prrfon, when heehooler to iraaCifl bnfincfi 
himfrlf 

\ A CturEfdctalTiIfei, which etety Ereit nun (foehar » Goreniori Bmytnnecriljrny 
IiJ hctpl BI tJurr 

At 
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At the fame time this miferablc vidim wrote a letter to the Governor 
of Calcutta, of which letter, as deliveied into the Council, the follow- 
ing, being an exadt literal tianflation, may alfo ferve as a fpecimen of 
the Bengal epilbolary Hylc. 

To the Gieat and Gieatcft of Governors. 

Si/if Sttiy Ram ^ I 

This petition of me-f- your flave, Ramnaut Dafs, who mofl reTpedt- 
fully and reverently addrefles you, and pi ays for the increafe of your 
riches and profpenty, reprefents, that I, your petitioner, only to ob-' 
tarn juftice for myfcJf, made application at your feet. From the ill 
‘‘ fortune ftampt on my forehead J;, I did not obtain juflice, but was 
‘‘ imprifoned and fent heie, where I am yet confined, having been a 
prifonei, on and off, for near three years. There is nothing wanting 
to the completion of my mifeiy; and my family are diftreffed even for 
vidtuals I am now extremely hard piefled for the falt-money. Agiee- 
ably to order I formerly paid, on account of that demand, thirty-one 
“ thoufand two hundred Sunott rupees to || Mr. Barwell, and the re- 
mainder, which may be juftly due, I never objedted to the payment 
^'-of. I therefore humbly petition, that you will order the releaiement 
of your Have', and I will take care and pay the money. I am a forlorn 
man. I have nobody capable of affording me protedlion. You are 
- God’s deputy, and the giver of the laws. Be pleafed to fave the life 
of your foilorn flave, by ordering his releafement. This is the requefl: 
“ he humbly lays at your feet. Dated the 8th of the month Bhadro, 
or the 2 jli Augufl 1768.” 

The pretence again made ufe of on the Records of the Secret Com- 
mittee for this fecond impnfonment of Ramnaut, and fending him to 
the Nabob, was, That he might be delivered up to the country govern- 
" ? 7 ienty' (which had_not been done before) “ to be made accountable for^ 
the numberlefs extortions and villanies he had been guilty of at Mal- 
dah, and other places within the governme?it* s jurtfdtBton.'" Never- 
thelefs, no fuch extortions or villanies were' ever legally proved againfl' 

^ This IS one of their many invocations of God, iet at the beginning of all writings • ^ 

f In the Bengal original, the word SSheb, Mafter or Lord, is fubftituted for this pro-, 
noun, as^“ th? Lord’s flave” — “ the Lord’s increafe of riches ” - t, - - 

^ The Gentoos, who are great predeftinarians, believe that every man’s fortune is'wntten 
on his forehead from the moment of his birth. - , 

(I The writer was informed by Mr, Richard^ Barwell, that hcliad aflually] received 3120Q ' 
Sunott Rupees on this accoVnt. 


[o] 


* ! 


him:j 
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him J nor, tb the turie of his wnting the foregoing Icttcrr, had any- 
perfob ever confronted him with any complaints before the NabSb, nor 
had tht Nabbb made any other demands on him than thofe mcntioned, 
in his bcforc-recited letters , 

Whatever might have been the man s crimes, nothing can vlndicatc- 
thc mode of proceeding againft him, nor can any dory, however plau- 
fiblc or well contnved, convince the public, that it was juft to deny this 
merchant the means of obtainmg jufticc, and to transfer his complaints 
from the fair and open tnal of juries, to the clandeftme proceedings of 
a junto of three or four, bound to each other by oaths of fecrecy, who. 
at the lame time were, in eSeift, his original and prefent accufers and 
oppreftbrs, and who could, as we may now juftly conclude, have no 
Other news in this clandcftafie work than to keep from the hght their 
other dark praccedmgs, which they were doubtlels apprehenfive a pub- 
lic trial of tlic complaints againft Nobekiftcn, the Ban^in to /deSsiECT 
and Secret CoMMlT-fEE, might ferve cffeiftually to difclofe This alfo 
Was the real motue that we before promifed to enlarge upon, andi 
which oCcafioned a fuppreffion of the complaint of Gocul Sonar • 

One more ottfaordmary inftahee wt will give of the ctinvenient ufes 
which are made of the Nabdbs by the Governor and Coun61 m Cal- 
cutta, under whofe direSion alone they aft, whenever it is neceflary for 
any private purpofe to opprefs individuals i and this is of certain Ar- 
menian merchants of eluibliflied credit and reputation, who, like many 
hundreds of others, had been long cftabliflied m India, and were at this 
time peaceably engaged in cafiying on their own mercantile buCnefs in 
the dominions bordering on Bengal, which the Company had taken 
from, and afterwards reftored lo the Nabdb Sujah al Dowlah The bu- 
Cnefs they earned on greatly mterfenng with the pnvate views of the 
Goicmor and fome of the Council at Calcutta, and their connedhons, 
ft was thought neceflary to have them removed Not contented with 
£heir being fuddenly fcized by the Company s froops and confined, 
inthont ever being accufed, confronted, or heard upoft any pretended 
enme or milbehavionr whatever m the dominions or Sujah al Dowlah,, 
the Governor and Conndl had them brought down into their own pro- 
vinces, where they could -more conveniently manage them, and Where 

• T*he E*n India Dirtflon bw bcco lone poilcJTrd of all Utt ptpen rchtire to the pro- 
cecduin conctraing Gocal and Ramiuu't chink. thofe prDC^in|s, uthe 

tnhtr knows them to be, wHIiUnd tbe teft of iofpcdbon» it Is hoped thej will for the ho> 
uoof of cbeif fcnnntSt them before the publics or otherwife, that they will dott for the 

bonoor of nauonal ipflrcr, In expOfing th- pimt» who hare o'SInidcd either bjrunJoBly 
promoting or fiipprelEo? fueb com^lnts s orctleaH for tbclr own rlndlcabon. In pooUib 
mg to ibe world the juft refentmeot th^ na/ bxrc IhcwQ ayioft the (Tincipal delin^uenti 
la fucb Ifttapota tnewbons 

' they 
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they were kept imprifoncd for fome months, to the utter luin of them- 
felves and families. After they had been long enough impnfohed to 
ferve the purpofes intended, they were fet at liberty, but without bbing 
acquainted with any reafon for fuch imprifonment ; and, deipairing df 
ever obtaining juflice in JBengal, two of tliem came over in queft of it 
to England ; where, flattering themfelves that the Court of Diredlors 
would naturally difcountenance fuch oppreflion, they jirefented a very 
_retpe( 5 tfiil petition to tlic Court j which, as it will give the befl; fliate of 
their cafe, we will prefent the reader witli a copy of, as follows. 

To tlie Honourable the Court of Dircctors, for the Affairs of 
‘‘ The Honourable the United Company of Merchants of Eng'- 
** LAND, trading to tlic East Indies. 

The Petition of Gregore Cojamaul and Johannes Padre Rafael, 
“ Armenian Merchants, late of Bengal^ 

f 

Humbly Sheweth, 

« 

That your petitioners, who are natives of Ifphahan in Perfia, have 
for many years refided in India, particularly in the provinces an^ 
nexed to Bengal, and in the dominions of the different princes bor?- 
dering upon thofe provinces, where they have carried on, for tliem^ 
** felves and otliers, a very extenfive trade, always with the permiflion 
and approbation of the different princes, in whofe dominions your 
petitioners refided ; always paying the duties exacfled by fuch princes, 
“ and always chearfully fubmitting themfelves to the laws of fuch coimA 
tries. 

That it has ever been the cuftom, from time immemorial, for 
“ Greeks, Georgians, Turks, Perfians, Tartars, Caflimeenans, Ar- 
menians, and other nations, to refort to and traffic in India, where 
“ the country Nab6bs, fenfible of the benefits ariflng from the refort of 
“ foreign merchants and the increafe of trade, have at all times encou- 
raged fuch perfons'to the utmofl; of their .power. 

That befides their own traffic, your petitioners likewife, for about 
“ feven years lafl; paft, have been honoured with bufinefs upon conir- 
“ miffion from fundry Englifh gentlemen, feveral of whom are now in 
‘‘ England. 

“ That your petitioners in fuch tranfa6tions have ever adled to, the 
fatisfadhon of their conftituents, and witlx credit to themfelves ; hav- 
“ing ever fludioufly, avoided interfering m any other than their -owji 
“ mercantile affairs ^ and ^hey have ever been well-wifliers to the Ho- 

[ O 2 ] nourablc 



CONSIDERATIONS 


io8 

" nonnibli Englxih Eaft India Company, having never, m ' the moR 
diilant mannen aded contrary tor the intercfts of that Company 
“ That your petitioners ncre lately rclident in the dominions of the 
“ Nab6b Sujah al Dowlah, and the R 4 jah Bulwant Sing, who, to the 
" great furpnze ofyour petitioners, received orders from yourPrcfidcncy 
“ of Calcutta, or Fort William, to banifh your petitioners out of then- 
“ countnes 

, •' That thole pnnees communicated the orders wluch they had rc- 
'* ccived from your laid Prefidency to your petitioners, who had the 
“ honour to be favoured with the Ihendlhip of the frud princes j who 
“ propbfed various crpedienti to fereen your petitioners from \iolencc, 
as your petitioners can Ihci/ by authentic documents in their hands, 
" to the fatisftftion of this Honourable Court < ‘ 

“ That the friendlhip of thofe pnnccs haring induced them to evade 
■'* the immediate execution of fucih tyrannicil orders, /or which they 
" knew no caufe your PrcCdent Mr VercUt wrote again in repeated 
letters, and in the moft peremptory terms, to have your petitioners 
feized, irapnfoned, and font down into the Company s provirtces to 
“ Patpa and MurihedabJd i and for fear of farther delays or evafipns, 
" orders were given to the immediate fervants of the En^hlh Com- 
pany, who were employed to feizc and impnfon your petitioneri, as 
•' they are likewife ready to prove to the fatisradlion of this Honourable 
■“ Court, by authentic documents and writings under the hands and feals 
“ of the faid Company’s fervants ' 

"That accordingly jour petitioners were fcized in the moft fudden, 
"cruel and inhuman manner, and brought down to the Company s 
"faSones at Patna and MurthedabJd, being obliged to quit inftantly ajl 
“ they were poflefled of in thatcopntry, to a very conCoerablc dmount, 
" together with their books and papers, and the cfledls of many othqr 
" perfons with which they were intrufted, and for which tliej arc ac- 
“ countable , 

" That during the confinement of your petitioners, their relations 
"did deliver to jour Prefident, Mr Hairy Verelft, fundry petitions, 
" particularlj one of the tjtli May 176S, and one of the igth June 
" 1768, (which your petitioners imagine ftand recorded upon your Cal- 
" cutta confullations) requefting the releafcment ofyour petitioners, and 
" oflenng to give any uich feconty for money, or the appearance of 
" jour petitioners, as might appear rcafonable to your faid Prefident 
" and Council 

“ That the faid petitions were paid no regard to, but your peti- 
“ tioncrs were conimued under confinement j your petitioner Gregorc 

“ Cojamaul 
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'' Cojamaul having been confined from the 14th March 1768 to the 
** 23d May 1768, being two months and nine days; and your peti- 
tioncr Johannes Padre Rafael, from the 27th Mai eh 1768 to the 
aStli Augiift 1768, being five months ; during which time they were 
treated worfc than convidlcd felons ; Cogee Rafael being firft im- 
prifoncd in a horfc-flnblc, and aftcrwaids both kept in clofe confine- 
** ment under a llrong guard of the Company’s feapoys, with fixed 

bayonets, who never lufFcrcd your petitioners to flir out of tlieir 

figlit. 

That being at lafl rclcafed from confinement, your petitioners ancL 
“ their friends w.iitcd upon your Prcfidcnt, Mr Hariy Vcrelft, not 
only to be acquainted what were the caufes of his difplcafurc, and 
why they had been confined, but rcqucRing leave to return up the 
countr)^ to fccurc their cftcdls and outfianding concerns, thereby to 
** preferve themfehes and families from ruin, but, to the misfortune 
‘‘ of your pctitioncis, all their applicntloiis were paid no regard to, nor 
“ could tlicy c\er obtain any fati';fai 5 tion, or be acquainted why they 
“ had been thus capricioully imprifoned for fo long a time, and then 

** fet at hbertv, without being accufed of even a fidlitious mifde- 

** mcanor r 

“ That, to the great afienifiiment of your petitioners, upon their 
'' arrival in Calcutta, they were informed, that your Governor, Mr. 

“ Harry Vcrclfl:, and his Council had been plcafcd to publifli an ednft, 
under date of the i8th May 1768, prohibiting all Armenians, Por- 
tugueze and their defeendants, //ow rcfiding or trading in any part 
OUT ^ the provinces of Bengaf Bahdr and Onjja •, or attempting^ to 
“ tranfport any mcrchandiTsc beyond thofe provinces^ under penalty^ oj tJoe 
uimojl fevei e corporal punijlmcnt, and the conffcation of Juch merchan- 
“ drze , an attefled notorial copy of Avhich mod extraordinaiy public . 

cdi<5l ■- is in the hands of your petitioners, for the infpefhon of this 
“ Honourable Court. 

‘‘ That your petitioners were hereby not only depiiycd, among 
‘‘ others, of thofe rights which v/ere due to them, as men, by the law 
of nations, but were deprived of that freedom of trade which their 
nation had always enjoyed in the times of the word of the ancient 
“ Black Nabobs, and in particular were alfo deprived of all hopes, 
of ever recovering thofe effedls from which they had been thus for— 
cibly and capricioully taken. 

I 

* See this Edi6l:, m the Appendix, N® XXIX,. page 80, 

That 
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“ 'rtwtycjur ■^titioiitrs, who have been 'therefore -neceffitateS at’l 
“ great exptncc to -come to England ' for juftice, now appeal to tht 
equity 6t this Honourable Court, , bed acltmg, that they will cithet 
*' indcdifufy'yolir petitioners dor the great J0II& they fnftun, or that 
" they lydl be pleafcd to 'order home, 'to onfwerfor themfelves, tht 
“ Prefident Mr Vferelft, and fuch of the Company s fervants as to thia 
“ Honourable Court may appear to have Jaeen the a( 9 ai}g pccfoiis in the 
opprellions complamed of - i > 

r 

I t I “ AndiyourpePfioners, as in duty bound, 

' “ fliall ever pny, ' ’ 

“ London, the rath Sep- 

“ tember 1769 (Signed) '« GREGORE COJAMAUL, 

-« JOHANNES PADRE RAFAEL ** 

7 t was natural forthefe injured Armeman merchants, who then kneiv 
hut httle of the date of the Company and the par^ views of its Direc- 
tors, to imagine that the Court tvould have fliewn fome rcadinefs, if not 
a ferious difpolition to redrefs flleir wrongs But, to, their lhame be it 
fpoken 1 the petition is fud to have been thrown afide, and to have 
lain hy,' unanlivered and dilregarded to this day^, while thtfeforci^ 
gentlemen, as is fatd, have been left ‘to feekiredrefs at law, exaiftly ifi 
the diftrefsful fituation already defenbed , etpofed to the necelfity of 
fending commiflions to India for evidence, and of waiting for the pre- 
carious amia] of their oppreflbrs from India j fome of \ihom may 
perhaps lhamelefsiy attempt to Icrcen themfeh cs by the praSifed and 
now ufuil fubterfugc, df pretending tlic matter Complained of ivaS 
tranfafled "by Tnc Nab6b, in the octra-judicial niftndls of the 
charter 

Many other inftanccs might he given, to prtne the badnefs of the 
government, pohec, and admmillration of jufticc m thofc diftant doi 
jninions ( fome of which, though there looked upon as -trifles •, would 
in this country be confidcred as matters of -the inoll fcrious conlc- 
quence Indeed to enumerate all the fafb ■of that nature which have 
aiome within the writer s knowledge, would be to All a Jarge-folio volume 

' It 

* Sach *5 * mancr « open fm Cmpic note for C/>ft ss there called) a nitlrc ftr- 

*ant to the Zemindir, to rrceire a fla^lation a the Cuichetry i or the collcflin., hjr * ml 
liuryTcrce, two or three doxen-ofEagIrfhmew, Inhabiiaats of the fcttfcmctit inJconiioIog 
*thtin IB a dungeon in the Kew Fort for a day or two Thh the writer himfclflutowt to 
hate been done, on a ilioplc vetbal order, from a late RJpht Horwofjble Goremor TTie 
eecjfica thu,— Ccmplilnu were oude, that many Furopcios kept public houfei, for 

the 
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It would moreover be a tafk fliocking to humanity ; and as it is pre- 
fumcd fufficient have already been pioduced to convince the reader of 
the truth of our a-dcrtions upon the fubjefl-matter of this chapter, we 
Hiall haflen to a conclnfion of it. Should the curious reader wifli to 
he farther informed, rolatne toother fads than what aie here proved 
refpedting our afertions, uc beg leave to refer him to our 14th chap- 
ter, on OpprcfTions and Monopolies in general, and to the Papers in 
our ApjDcndix', XXX, XXXI, XXXII, and XXXIII, pages 81 to 
121, &c, as well as to every oilier part of this work, where fonicthmg 
t\iU iu itll places be found to coiroboiatc what is here advanced. 

Upon the whole of what has been faid, it fuiely wall be allowed, that 
in the fituation in which matters now Hand, juflice can never prevail 
ag-abift the will of poiver in India ; and can be rarely worth purfuing 
fi om thence to England, even in the veiy few. cafes where it is pradi- - 
cable, at leaf: in a judicial way: fo that, without an elfedual reforma- - 
tion here, or till the laws arc made to operate wdth fuflicient efficacy in- 
tliofc regions, all people muff live there unproteded by laws, and always 
liable to . be deprived of their rights even as men, from the laws of na- 
ture, as xvcll as of thofe blcffings that arc peculiar to the laws of Eng- - 
landj> which, if duly enforced from hence by neceffiary checks and 
controul, and impartially executed there, by independent, capable, and 
difintereficd judges, would prove a lading fecurity to the interef: of the 
Company ; and, with rendering the pofTeffion of thofe dominions the 
lenvy and admiration of all neighbouring dates, would likewife bid 
faired for edabliffiing the permanency of thofe refources which this 
nation has a right to , exped from fubjeded provinces fo extenfive and ^ 
wealthy. , 

the retailing of a fpirituous liquor -called Pariar Arrack, fo the great .debauchery of the-fol^- 
diery. They were immediately ordered to be fought after, and earned to the ‘New Fort ^ 
and the execution of this commilhon was left to the black feapoys, who were difpatched for 
that purpofc As it v/as left to the difcretion of ihofc ignorant people, many innocent tradef- 
tnen were involved with others who really, did fell this liquor, and all were promifcuoufly 
conduced to prifon in- this wanton manner . for which kinds of violences, there is no legal 
redrefs or fatisfadion lo be obtained, however innocent of guilt the injured parties may be.- 
proved, . 


t 
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CHAP X. 

Of the different COVENANTS and LICENCES under which 
British Subjects rcfort to the EAST INDIES for the Pur- 
pofe of RESIDING THERE ' 

t 

I T IS well knownj by theicharters, Rnd a& of parliament confirming 
them, which arc at prefent m force, and were originally made mtn 
a Mcw only of fecuring to the Company the exclufivc nght of trade to 
and from the Eafl: Indies, that no Bntifli fubjeflt can fafcly venture 
even to breathe the air of India, without having firft obtained the per- 
iniffion of the Company ( i i > ' 

Britith fubjcdls reforting to the Eaft Indies for the purpofc of rcCding 
there, go out either in a military or civil capacity the former, in dif- 
ferent llations, from the common Ibldier and cadet to the general of- 
ficer) and the latter, as covenanted-lervants, free merchants, or fitc 
manners ^ , 

; In the regular courfe of the Company s bufinefs, ,ns cftabhfiied after 
the union of the two Companies, it has be^n,ufnal, except on feme very 
particular occafions, for the civil fervants to go out as Writers, not 
under, and generally at the age of fixteen years, upon their own pe- 
tition, or requefi, and to nfe by rotation or fenionty in India, to the 
ftations of Fadtors, junior ,and fenior Merchants, Counfcllors and Go- 
vernors On fuch petition, being conlidercd and granted by the Board 
of Diredlors, they tender to the young candidate a long pnnted inden- 
ture to fign, as drawn up by their own lawyers, wherein, among many 
other articles, the youth is made to fign to certain agreements and con- 
ditions between the Company and hirofelf, as follow 

“ That upon the fpecial requeft and intrcaty of him, A B the Com- 
" pany have received him into their fervice, as their wnter (fadlor, 
“ or othenvife) to fene them for the fpnee of years *, to be 

“ employed on their bufinefs in any place within their limiti, between 
" the Cape of Good Hope and the Streighls of Magellan, and engage 
" to pay mm for the fame the wages of pounds per annum "l- 

" And lie, A B engages, that until the full expiration of the faid 
“ years, he will fervethera honiJIlly and diligently) obferve 

" and fulfil all orders of the Company, or their reprefentatives in India, 

* The ufuil imn ufen iheori^lnil Mrmare for all wruen ii fire yean 
i Ufuilly fifteen poundi per aanom for awnter 

" rcCfUng 
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'' lefiftlug all tliofc wlio fliAll endeavour to break fuch oidcrs or in- 
ftrudlions ; will not do, or fuffer to be done any thing to tlie Com-- 
pany’s prejudice,- give the Diredlors the eailiefb intelligence of all 
deceits, wrongs, ahufes and breaches of orders, and that he will 
keep and conceal the Company’s fecrets hcy A, B. alfo cove- 

^‘limits mid agiccSy that before he leaves tbs Company s fettlements he will 
‘‘ faiihfull)' pay -f* and df charge all fneh fums as may be jufly indebted 
** to any oj the black met chant Sy or natives y or to any other foreigners or 
mcrchantSy not being the fubjcSls of bis Majrfly. And upon condition 
of his keeping and performing his covenants, the Company agree, 
that for tlic faid term of years, he, the faid A. B. fliall be 

“ freely permitted to trade and traffic for his own account only, from 
“ port to port in India, or elfewhcre withm the limits aforefaid, (but 
“ not to or from any place without the fame) without any interruption 
or hindrance from them the faid Company, or their fucceffiors ; fo as 
“ tlie faid trade be fubjecfl to fuch rules and limitations as the Court of 
Dirc<flors lliall, from time to time, dircdt or appoint, and be not to 
the hurt of the Company, or their commerce. And farther, in cafe 
“ he, the faid A. B. lliall walle or make ufe of the Company’s trea- 
fuie, become indebted to tlie Company, or in any wife make de- 
fault in performance of his covenants, in fuch cafe he lliall not be 
“ intitled to any of the advantages intended him, but on the contrary, 
‘‘ It lliall tlien be lawful for the Company, or their Governor and 
“ Council, to feize and detain the effedts of him, A. B. until fatisfac^ 
tion be made. And forajniuch as grievous complaints, as is faid, have 
been made to the Company, that feveial of their Governors, Counfellors, 
“ Fablers, and other Servants have committed very heinous and grievous 
offences in their fabiot les, and other places within their faid limits of 
“ trade, by unjufly menacing, imprifoning, ajfaulting, ahiifng, and evil 
‘‘ ti eating the natives and black merchants, and by means of fuch violences, 
“ abufes, and injuries, have extorted and forced great fums of money and 

It IS fomething remarkable, that this covenanted obligation to keep and conceal the Compa- 
ny sjccrcts, IS without limit, or the qualifying explanatory word /aty/w/ , contrary, as we 
apprehend, to general pra£lice in England, where the covenanting fervant binds himfelf on- 
ly to keep his mailer’s lawful fecrets, nor can legally bind himfelf to do more. But now, 
with regard to Eaft India afFairs,“we fee all terms and conditions, as well as all pracSIice, rnuft 
be abfolute, as thefe kinds of obligations are made , and yet it is pollible for the India Com- 
pany to have fecrets, which it would be a very great crime for any Bntifh fubjedl to- 
conceal. 

-j- It IS worthy of note, that though the Company hereby make their fervants engage not to- 
quit their fettlements without firit difcharging all debts due from them to the natives, yet 
they- now make no fcruple of iuddenly forcing perlons ^way to Europe, without troub- 
liim themfelves about the juftice due to the nativ'-s , beqaufe they have nothing to fear from 
thspiejint Nabobs, m conlequence of any complaints which thofe natives can make 

[ P ] Other 
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“ oib r ’ualuahk ^eBs from Jucb lytjurtd pcrjms , <!c£o, by reafm f ibt 
“ dtfana from this "hrigdom, and tin •nvholtfme hms tbireof and 
" by tb{ reafan that the faid Canpan^ iave not bmi rnnbled /a, obtam and 
"jtTidtr fattfaBunfer fucb tnjunis, bnrst been remcdtlefs Therefore it 
" IS alfo covenanted, ifectHcen <he laid ^ B ^and tbt fold United Cam- 
“ party, that in eafi tbi faid A B Jha/b U atcufed of, any fucb nnolercis 
t‘ It Jhall be lacsjful for fucb inyured perfins to fend Cfuer ctnrplamts and 
" attefiations of fucb mifdemeanors, tn ncrtUng, to tbe Court of DtreBors, 
f‘ to -wbom tt jball -be lanoftil to enquire into the truth of fudi complaints, 
f’ by nUi{u(b ncays tmd means as tbeyJbaH think juft and equitable, and 
“ !/a judge, determine, and anuard fattsfoBion artd reparation Jor tbe fame, 
•' to be made to tlx faid Company for tbe benefit of fucb injured ferftns, 
" by tbe fold A B lobo agrees faithfully to fn^ tbe fums Jo atoarded’ 
f‘ Aijd forfllhiuch as it 'frequently happens, as is faid, that the fervants 
f' of the Company, by a combmation among' themfclves, adiull and 
" pafs their own accounts with the Company, in order to preclude any 
" review, alteration, or conteft of the fame, it is, therefore, further 
«• agreed, that all and cveiy account of the laid A B with the laid 
*• Company, foliated, adjufled, balanced, or Cgned m the EaA Indies, 
“ lhall at all times be taken and cfleemed to be open accounts, 
“ formed and prepared onlj for the infpc&on, corrolion, or appto*- 
*• bation of the Company, and fliall not in any article bind or conclude 
them And the' faid A B covenants alfo, that he will not be con- 
“ cemed, direQly or in^iredtly, m any fort of coqimerce from Europe 
*' to the Call Indies, or from the Eaft Indies to Europe, on his own 
account, under penalty of paying double the value of all goods fo 
“ traded for, of forfeiting all benefits and advantages intended him 
by and from the faid Company, and of ceafing to be their fervant, 
“ or agent And, m order to a difeovery of, and a latisfadlion for fuch 
•' illicit trade, the faid A B confents, that it lhall be lawful for the 
*< Company to file any bill or bills of difeovery againft him in the 
“ Chancery or Exchequer, to which he will not demur, or plead in 
“ bar of difcoverv, nor allege any matter w hatfoev cr, whereby to pre- 
“ vent or preclude the Company from the relief fought by fuch bill; 

<• and in confideration of the difcoveiy, or difclofurc anfing from a fulf 
" and true anfwcr of the faid A B the Comj^y agree to be fatisficd 
•' for the damages on account of the faid illicit trade, upon receiving 
•• the fum of filij pounds for every one hundred pounds of the goods 
' fo traded for, m lieu of the beforcCiid double value of the fame. And, 
la'll). It IS provided, that if the faid A B continue longer than the 
'•faid term of years m the fcrvicc of tlie Company, fuch 

“ continuance 
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continuance flinll be upon the fame teims and conditions as are fpc-* 
ciiied in the faid indenture j fave and except, that if the faid A. B. 
fliall rife to any fupenor flation, he fliall leceive fuch wages as aie 
ufually paid to officers or fcrvants in the lilce advanced Nations.” 

To one part of thcfe indentuies given to A. B. the Company’s Secret 
tary fets their common fcal , and the other part, left with the Company, 
is executed in form, under the hand and feal of the young tyro, who 
alfo gives fecurity in the funvof hve hundred pounds for the perform- 
•ance of his part of the covenants, and trulls to die honour of the Com- 
pany for the performance of theirs. 

The fame covenants have been ufually entered into by thofe who 
went out in any fupenor ftation, varied only with regard to the period Of 
fervitude (if there is any difference therein) a larger falary, and giving 
fecurity for a larger fum. 

The indentures or covenants into which it has been ufual for thofe ^to 
enter who go out under the denomination of Free Merchants, are m 
fubjflance as follows. 

That A. B. having upon his own Ipccial requeft obtained permif- 
lion of the Court of Diredlors of the faid United Company, to go to 
there to dwell and inhabit, together with free libei ty to 
ufe and exercifc any trade and commerce in the way of a merchant, 
or otherwife, in any commodities whatfoever, to and from any ports 
and places in the faid Fall Indies, or elfewhere, within the limits of 
the Company’s charter, from the Cape of Good Hope to die StreightS 
of Magellan, but not to or from any place without die faid limits 
It is covenanted and agreed between the faid A. ' B and the faid 
Company, that he the faid' A. B. as alfo his Wife, if he ffiall have 
any, together with fuch children and fervants as have the liberty of 
the faid Company for that purpofe, ihall, during the'time.of their 
“ refpedlive abodes in the Eaft’ Indies, rehde and dwell at , as 

inhabitants thereof j and Jlrall not remove to or refide in any other 
‘‘ place or parp oj the Eaji Indies, fa^e at , And that he A. B. 

tf he JJoall fo long live, Jloall and %mH rejide and be at one or other of thi 
faid places for the term of -f- years, before his return to Great '^ri- 

* The gives fecurity for the performance of his covenants in the fum of B 500 


Fadtor — — ^ — 1000 

Junior Merchant , 20CO 

henior Merchant » — ^ > ' ' ■ 3000 

Counfcllor . — r— ‘ , _ ::-J — ^ , ’ -r-^ 4O06 

Governor — ■ - . ’ ' — __ loooo 

t Generally, the time ftipulated is five years 

P 2 tain. 
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“ tarn, imtefs be Jball obtain liberty tiTreturn fooner, by tanting front tbe 

" Court of Dtredors and that he will not receive any confignments 

V from Great Britain, except only for diamonds and dinmond-boart, 
“ or filch other commodities as {hall he hcenfed by the Company, he 
" A B paying to the Company s Governor one per cent upon the 
“ value of fuch confignments jind alfo, that neither be yi B nor bis 
" wife, children, or feruants, by bu prrmty, Jhall, dtreSly nor indtreSly, 
“ nonte, or cenife to he 'written over to Europe, any thing or matter 
" relatidg to tbe Company s trade in Lidta or Europe, except to tbe Court 
” of DircSors j nor be concerned in any trade or merchandize from 
“ Europe to India, or from India to Europe, other than fuch as be 
“ hcenfed by the laid Company And alfo, that he A B will give a 
“ faithful accoudt of his trade from port to port to the Company s Go- 
“ sernor and Cbuncil, at the place where be fliall refidc, m order for 
“ the fame to be entered in a rcgiftry at the fafiory And that he will 
" pay all fuch duties and cuftoms as lhall be appointed by die Com- 
•• pany, or tbeir rcprefentativcs, at the ports or places where fuch 
* trade fliall be earned on , and will be fubjeft to luch other rcgula- 
" tions as they fliall think reafonable, for the better government of 
" that trade in, to, and from the Eaft Indies And A B further 
agrees, tbit "whenever tbe Company, or tbeir Court of DtreHors, Jball 
“ apprehend bis reftdence or trade, 'within tbe limits ^orefaid, to be tn~ 
“ convemert to them, and JhaO thereupon order bun to remove to Great 
“ Bntam, he the find A B fliall and will, within one year after notice, 
“ tranjport biinfelf, family, and ^eSs to Great Britain, in the fliins 
“ employed by the laid Company, and no other which effeas fliall be 
" returned in diamonds, or diamond-boart, or fuch other commodities 
“ as fliall from tune to ume be hcenfed, or allowed by the Company , 
" or elfe in bills of exchange dratvn on the faid Court of Dircftors, 
“ and not otbervsife And tbe faid Company do covenant, promife, and 
" agree to and -with tbe faid A B that upon bis obferving andperform- 
*' mg tbe covenants and agreements, in tbe faid indenture exprejj^,faitb- 
“ fully and truly, be tbe faid A B shall ekjov the Company® 

" PROTFCTIOV WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THEIR CHARTER And 
“ the find A B further engages, that he will not trade, corrdpond, 
or deal with any perfon or perfons who do or fliall trade within thofc 
" limits by or under, or by virtue of, any foreign commiflion, licence, 
" or authonty whatfoeier i nor with any perfon or perfons wnth whom 
“ he fliall be forbid to trade; nor will be aiding, abetting, or aflifling 
" towards tlic carrying on of aiw_ illegal, unheenfed, or clandeftine 
trade whatever, nor wittmgly Aificr any damage or interruption to 

“ be 
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** be done or given to the affairs or commerce of the faid Company ; 
but will do all m his power to make difcovery of, and to prevent, 
the fame. And in cafe the faid A. B. lhall fail m the performance 
of thefe- covenants, then by tlie firft opportunity offering, after orders 
‘‘ received for that purpofe, he the faid A. B. lhall tranfport himfelf, 
“ family, and effedls to Great' Britain, in manner as above-mentioned. 
And in order to a difcovery of, and fatisfadtion for, any illicit trade, 
it IS agreed (m the fame manner as in the wi iter’s covenant before 
fpecified) that it fliall be lawful for the Company to file a bill in the 
court of Chancery or Exchequer, the Company agreeing, - in confe- 
“ quence of any difclofure or difcovery arifing from the faid A. B.’^s 
anfwer to fuch bill, to be fatisfied with fifty pounds for every hun~ 
dred pounds value of the goods fo traded for, together with die pro- 
duce of fuch illicit trade.” Thefe indentures are alfo executed and 
interchanged in the manner and under the condition already defcnbed 
m the cafe of writers. 

Free Mariners, who have been confidered as a clafs of lefs con- 
fequence, have ufually been permitted to go out upon only giving fecu- 
rity not to become chargeable to the Company. As the bond ufually 
given IS but fhort, and will beft explain the nature of their engagements, 
we here fubjoin ut at length , viz. - ' 

“ Know all men by thefe prefents, that we A. B. C. D. andE. F. 
“ -are jointly and feverally held and firmly bound unto the United Com- 
“ pany of Merchants of England trading to the Eafi: Indies in the fum 
of FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS of lawful money of Great Britain, to be 
“ paid unto the faid United Company, or their certain attorney, fucr 
‘‘ ceffors, or affigns : to which payment, well and truly to be made, we 
. and each of us jointly and feverally bind and oblige ourfelves, our 
“ heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, firmly by thefe prefents. Sealed 
“ with our feals. Dated the day of in the year of the 

“ reign of our Sovereign Lord by the Grace of God, of Great 

‘‘ Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and fo 
“ forth ; and in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred 
“/and 

“ Whereas the Court of Diredlors of the above-named United Com- 
“ pany of Merchants of England trading to the Eafi: Indies have, at 
“ the fpecial requefi: and defire of C. D. and E. F. granted leave to the 
“ faid A.. B. to refide in the Eaffdndies, under the protedhon of the 
“ faid United Company, he the faid A. B. giving fecurity to indemnify 
“ the faid United Company, and the Governors and Councils of their 

- ' “ fettlements, 
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“ Settlements andfafloncs m the Eaft Indies, from and agamft all 
“ charges and dilburfements,tyhatfoevcr, which the faid United Cem- 
pany, or their faid Governors and Councils, fliall or may fullaij, or 
“ be put unto, for the Support or maintenance of the Said A B ' 
“ And whereas the above bounden C D and E F at the requeft 
’* of the Said A B agreed to become bound for the purpofes aforcfoid, 
“ in manner herein -after-mentioned 

“ Now THE CONDITION of this obhgation IS fuch, that if the Said 
“ A. B CD and E F or citheri of them,, their or either of their 
“ heirs, executors, or adminidrators, do and fliall from time to tune, 
“ and at all times hereafter, well and Sufficiently defendi lave harmlefs, 
“ and keep indemnified, the laid Umted Company of Merchants trad-> 
“ ing to the Eaft Indies, and theiri fucceflofs, and the Governors and 
“ Counals of their feyeral Settlements and faiftones in the Eaft Indies, 
•* from and agamft all charges and dilburfements whatsoever, which they 
“ the laid Umted Company, or their fuccclTors, or their Said Governors 
" and Councds, or anyof them, fliall or may Suffer, Suftain, or be any 
" ways put unto, for the Support or mamtcnancc of the laid A B dur- 
*' ing his contmuance in the Eaft Indies aforcfaid, theq this obhgation 
to be void But when and lb often as default lhall be made in the 
“ premifes, to be and remain in full force and virtue 

■“ Sealed and delivered (being firft duly ftamped) 

“ In the prefence of 

Until the year 1770, fuch haic been tlie covenants and licences un-* 
der which Bntifli fubjeils have reforted to thcEaftlndics, forthenur- 
pofe of refiding there as merchants or traders About that time there 
had been many complaints brought home agamft the Company, and 
their Servants, for injuries fuftained by perfons in India, in confequence 
of the power aflumed by them of leizing, impnfonmg, and fending 
their fellow fubjcifts to England by force To thofc oppreffions many 
of the Dircdlors themfelvcs had been accelfary, by the scry injudicious 
orders they had from time to tune fent to their fervants in India, and 
they were therefore juftl) apprehenfive tliat Some evil confeqencc might 
accrue therefrom to themfelvcs In order, therefore, in Some mcafure 
to Screen themfehes from the odium and penalties they had reafon to 
dread, it was determined to apply for the farther fanflion of the legis- 
lature for this unconftitutional power j and upon a motion of the Chair- 
man of the Board of Dlreftorr, then a Member of the Hoiife, on the a6th 
blarch 1770, It was ordered in Parliament, " That lease be given to 

" bring 
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bring in a bill,” (whidi was at firfl: fpccioufly) called a bill for com- 
pclling pcrfons djfmified the fcrvice of the Enft India Company, to 
“ depart fiom the Eaft Indies ^ and for better regulating the fervants 
of tlic faid Company ; and for other purpofes,” of which notice will 
more paiticularly he taken in oui following chaptei. 

The Company not Succeeding in obtaining the new poweis they dmed 
at by the bill fo introduced, hadrtcourfc to the covenants nowbefoieus, 
w'hicli tlicy ncw-modcllcd, adding thereto fucli claufes as were thought 
ncccirar}^ for fupplying tlic want of thofe jjowers for wdiich they had in 
vain applied to parliament, 

Inflcad of a licence for an unlimited tunc upon a fimple fecurity- 
bond, not to become chaigcablc to the Company, the Free Mari- 
>:er’s indentures were alfo drawn out in form, whereby he is now li- 
cenfed only for a limited time, which is icvocable, and he and his fa- 
mily made liable to be fent home by force at the plcafure of the Com- 
pany, as may be feen more fully in the copy of the faid indenture, in 
the Appendix^ N° XXXIV. page 126. 

In tile new indentures for the Civil Servants, all the claufeS 
and fbpulations of the old ones, whicb were favourable to, the Com- 
pany, arc referved, and tlic new and additional claufes are in fubftance 
as follows. 

That in cafe the faid A. B. iliall make default in any of the cove-, 
nants fpccifed, or fliall embezzle any of the Company’s money oi: 
effedus, or be guilty of any breach of truH:, or be concerned in buy- 
** ing or felling any fire-arms or warlikc-dores to the natives, without 
licence of the Company j or fiiall, without fuch licence, hold coirc- 
fpondence with any Prince, Nabob, or country power in India, or 
any of their minifters ; or lliall fupply, lend, or procure for th^* 
** ufe of any foreign Company, or pcrfons trading undei , their autho- 
nty, any money at Refpondentia, or any other fecurity, loan, or 
engagement w'batfoever, that then, in each and every of the faid 
cafes, it fiiall be lawful for the Company or their leprefentatives, 
upon convidtion thereof, to fufpend or wholly difmifs the faid A. 
from the Company’s fervice, the faid A. B. having firfi: had notice 
given him of fuch his offence, and a leafonable time allowed him to 
maJte his defence^ And it is farther covenanted and agreed, that in 
cafe of fuch difmiffion, or m cafe the faid A. B. fhall choofe, dming 
the continuance of his indentures, to quit or refign the Company’s 
" feivice, and fuch refignation fhall be accepted and agreed to by the 
Company or their reprefen tatives, that,^ in either of the faid cafes of 

difmiflion- 
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difrmflTion or rdigiiation, it fhfll pot be lawful for the faid A E to 
“ enter into any new commercial concerns, but ncverthelefs he, the 
“ faid A B in either of the laid cafes have liberty and authority 
“ to lell his merchandize and cfie£ls on hand, and to collefl: m his out- 
“ Handing debts And the faid A B is alio made to engage, that he 
lhall and will, within one year after fuch difmiifion or i^gnation, 
tranfport himfelf and family to Great Bntain in one of the Company s 
“ fliips and in cafe the faid A B lhall make default in this lall-mcn- 
“ tioned covenant, the faid A B doth alfo thereby confent and agree, 
" that immediately after fuch default, ft jball be lamful for the fmd 
“ Company, or tbetrreprefentatrues, to caufe the faid A B to be appre- 
" bended and detained, and to put btm and bu Jamtly on board any of tbe 
" Compat^ s Jbtps, for tbe purpofe if being tranjported to Great Britain 
“ And further, in calc of fuch apprehendmg, putfmg on board and 
“ tranfportmg the faid A B and his family m manner aforefaid, the 
" faid A B doth covenant, promilc, and agree to, and with the laid 
“ Company, that he, the faid A B his executors or admimllrators, 
“ Jha// not, nor vnll ftie or profecute tbe fatd Company or tbar Cfouri of 
“ DtreBors, or any of tbetr P ref dents or Councils, Commanders or Officers 
" of any fuch Jhip, or arcf other perfon employed m any of tbe matters 
" aforefatd, in or by any aflion, luit, or other profecution civil or cn- 
" minal for the fame j and in cafe any fuch adion, fuit, or profecu- 
“ tion fhall be commenced for any of the matters aforefatd, the faid 
“ A B doth covenant and agree, that tbe general iffiue may be pleaded, 
“ and ybat tbe prefen t indenture or any other Jpectal matter may be given 
" m evidence by any of the defendants And it is further and lallly 
“ proiidcd and agreed, that if the faid A B lhall continue in the laid 
“ Company i fervicc after the expiration of the faid term of 
>• years, fuch continuance lhall be upon the fame terms as arc in the 
“ faid indenture before made and agreed upon 

The claufcs added to the Free Merchant s new indehtures are the 
Xime as above, ivith reljicfl to the power given the Company to fcizc 
and tranfport him to England, and his agreeing not to profecute, fave 
and cxcepl, that in tlie Free Merchants indentures it is limply flipu- 
lated, as ^fore, that whenever the Company or their I’refidcnt and 
Council fliall fee caufe for the Free Merchant to leave India, they lhall 
have the faid power as above, of fending him and his family to Great 
Bntain, after giving him twelve months notice 

Exclufiveol the before-mentioned indentures or covenants which the 
Companj s uvil fervants engage in, there is another, rcllndling the re- 
ceipt 
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ceipt of prefents in money, jewels, lands, or otherwife, iq compliance with 
a refolution of a General Court of Proprietors, for which we beg leave to 
refer the reader to No. XXXV. in the Appendix, page 128. 

Gentlemen in the military fervice of the Company have, till the prefent 
new-fafhioned indentures v/ere fettled, been u'ed to go out without iigning 
any covenants or agreements, as upon arrival in India they become liable 
to the law martial, agreeably to the adt of the 27th of George II and 
the articles of war eftabliflied in confequence thereof, lance' when they 
alfo are -obliged to enter into covenants. The pooi men who go out as 
common foldiers have not yet been deemed of confequence fufficient to 
require covenants j for being generally perfons from whofe friends the 
Company have little to fear, they are treated with lefs ceremony, and 
even in this metropolis, to the great lhame of the nation, have been, 
in a moft infamous manner fometimes forced to go to India whether 
they would or not. 

The nev^ indentures drawn up for the Mi^^itary Gentlemen in the 
faid fervice (as may be feen at large in our Appendix, No. XXXVI. 
page 130) refpedt -chiefly the receipt of prefents, and the Company's power 
of fending them home to Great Britain. In cafe any military gentleman 
Ihall be difmifled the fervioe, by fentence of a Court-martial or by a refo- 
lution of the Governor* and "Council of the fettlement where he ^rves,- or 
if he fhall otheiwife legally quit the faid Company’s fervice, in any or 
either of the faid cafes, it is agreed to be lawful for the Company, upon 
days notice , after 'the eoipiration of fx months from fuCh difmiflion or re- 
Agnation, to apprehend, detain, and by force franlport him to Great Bri- 
tain', for which it Ihall not be lawful for fu'th military gentleman or his 
heirs to fue or profecute ; as is agreed in the before- mentioned cafes of the 
Civil Servants, Free Merchants, and Free Mariners 

It may be remarked, that in the indentures of Writers there are many 
obligations to which they are properly enough bound, _ and among 
e’diefs the following “ To refill thofb w'hb do ill, to do none themfelves, 
and to inform the Diredlors of the evil done by others.” Had the 
lafl: of thefe duties been ferioufly encouraged and attended to for the ge- 
neral advantage, by the late and prefent Diredlors, without fuflering 
thofe party-con neilions which have of late diflradled the Company’s 
affairs, to fupprefs thofe ads of their ffufl: which mufl have been natu- 

* This alludes to the well-known practice, which fee'ms to have been imported from In- 
dia, of keeping lock-up'houfes for recruiting the forces of the Company,' where their mifera- 
bli fellow-fubje£ts were kept clofe confined, without communication with their friends, till 
Company’s fhips were ready, when they were fecretly conveyed 6n 

[ CL ] «lly> 
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rally diflated by rcafon and confacncc, it is probable immenre fortunes 
might not liave been fo rapidlv or frequently made in India , but tha 
fituation of the Company s aftiirs m Ada would have been for more 
profperous than at prefent, and neither attachments or prolccutions 
would probably have been direded hi thofe courlcs which we^ have lecn 
them follow 

There is likewife mention made both in the old and new coicnants, 
“ That grievous complamts had been made of governors, counfcllors, 
“ and other fervants of the Company having been guilty of evil treating 
“ and unjuAly imprifoning the natives and black merchants, and by 
" violence extorting great fums of money from them, who, by reafon 
‘‘ of their being at fuch a diftance from this kingdom and the wholeibrae 
*' laws thereof, have been left remedilels, and the Company had mot 
" been able to obtain fatisfadhon for them and on this account the Com- 
pany covenant with their fervants, “ that it (hall be lawful for fuch in- 
“ jured perfons to fend over their complaints and otteftations to the Court 
“ of DtreSoro, to whom st JbaU be Itraful to enquire into the truth of 
luch complaints, and to ;udgc, determine and award fansfydhon to 
the injured, by all fucb ouays and means as they Jhall think juji and 
•• eatable” 

This claufe may be faid to contain a direiffonal confeffion, that the ini- 
quities It mention have been long praaifed in India Vet, notwithfhuid- 
ing fuch precautions, the public have certamly caufe to think, that the 
evils therein complained of have, of late years, gone on incrcafing a thou- 
land fold The inlertion of this clau(e therefore never has been, nor pro- 
bably ever will be of any avail, either for the prevendon or detedbon of 
thole abufet, tliough it may be ungenerous to fuppole it was not formerly 
intended Jb to be ) notwithfhmding wc have not of late years heard of any 
rapaaous governors or opprefTors bang fenoufly called to account for fuch 
oucnccs ' 

It muft therefore be thought for the honour of the Court of Direc- 
tors, who have for fo long a time taken this department of juflicc into 
that own hands, to fatisfy the nation vvliat encouragements have been 
really given to the opprdied and compbining nanves of Bengal j more 
cfpccally fmcc the whole inland trade and the revenues have been 
taken entuely under the direifion of them and that chief fervants in 
thofe dominions, which wc know have been, and Aill continue in the 
jitmoA diArcls But fliould fuch information not be given, the public 
will have reafon to conclude, that fuch claufes ore as unmcanuig as they 
are unbinding and illegal ^ 
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But it is a queftlon by no means improper to afk, how it became ne- 
ceffary for the aggrieved people m India to apply to a felFereded court 
of judges' in England, for relief by decifions whicli m, their natures 
muft be arbitrary, wheri there are, or ought to be, courts legally efta- 
blifhed on the fpot fully competent for thofe and all other good pur- 
pofes j to the juftice of which the natives, if they pleafe, are to be per- 
mitted to appeal ? The Direftofs furely have the leaf! pretence of any 
men to objedt to the courts of India, which, if coriupted, it is then 
duty to get reformed , but which in fad cannot be corrupted, except 
by^ or with the connivance of themfelves or their immediate fub- 
ftitutes. “ 

It is therefore to be feared, upon a due examinatfon into this matter, 
it will be found that the aim of the Diredors, by taking upon them- 
felves the power given by the claufe under confideration, could be no 
other than to add to that dangerous defpotifm in India which they have 
long ago alTumed j and “that, while they have at lead feemed to dif- 
countenance fome enormities that have appeared notoriouflv unjufti- 
fiable, they have refolutely been winking veiy hard at, if not fcreening- 
and encouraging the ads of thofe very fervants who have been moR 
fufpeded, nay accufed of perfecutions, oppreffions and grofs breaches 
-.of truft. 

The conditions impofed on the Free Merchant, merely in confidera- 
tion of his licence, and ‘‘ the enjoyment of the Compa^jy’s Protec- 

TioN Within the hmtts of thetr charter^’ are in many points unrea- 
fonably fevere j but particularly m his being made^to bind himfelf to 
continuance for a fpecified term of years at the place appointed for his 
refidence, however unpromifing of advantage, or even prejudicial it 
may prove to him. There, at all events, according to the covenants, he 
muft remain his time out, unlefs he can obtain a written 'permiflion for 
■quitting it , although he is made to bind himfelf to leave India, with his- 
family, on a yeafs notice being given him for fo doing, even on no 
better a plea than that his abode there is inconvenient to the Com- 
pany. He likewife binds himfelf to deal with no one with whom he is 
forbid to trade j which is a prohibition, that if made general againfi: 
any man m India, muft be the raoft barbarous as vyell as moft cffedual 
of all means that could be deviled to ruin him. And it is well known, 
that innocent and worthy men have been deftined to rum by thofe who 
have governed there. 

Blit the truth is, with regard to Free Merchants, that, from tlie con- 
ditions impofed on them in England, and the great reftraints that have 
been laid on their dealings in India, it is become fuch a privilege and 

[ Q_2. ] protedtion- 
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protcfbon as are north no wife and good mans foliating, as from the 
prefunt unfortunate condmon of moil of thofc now in India, and pam- 
i-ularly in Bengal, is evident, and will become daily more apparent, 
till the happy eftablilhmcnt of more falutary regulations fliall take place, 
for the lafety of thofe pofleiHons, and to the honour and advantage of 
this kingdom 

It 13 hkemfe to be obferved, that when the licenfcd emigrants want 
to remit their fortunes to England, they mull invcil their efie<as in the 
manner on y which the covenants prelcnbe, which is by remittances m 
diamonds or diamond-boart, or by bills of exchange upon the Com- 
pany, both of which arc fometimes impoffible, the Go^mor of Cal- 
ciuta engrailing the diamonds and cven^the Direflors ibmetimes having 
forbid their Governors and Councils to take money into their treafury 
for bills on them m Europe 

If therefore the covenants here dclcnbcd be legal, it is evident, that 
every Bntilh fubjeift now emigrating to India is l^lly eiixilcd to una- 
voidable ruin, at the option of the DiretSors or that lubihmtes, and 
aiSIually bmda himfelf to what is little Jefs than downright llavciyj for, 
confidenng the whole tenor of theft covenants, the candidal? for Alia 
docs in fafl agree with the Compny, that whenever jt is convenient to 
them, the^ ImII have the privilege of robbing 'or depriving hin) of his 
property, impnfoning him, takmg him from bis family, and banilhing 
him from one fide of the globe to the other j to all which he will quietly 
lubmit, and nather he nor his heirs fliall ever profecute the Company, 
or their agents, for any lofs or damages conlcqnent of fuch trinlaibons I 
But however conformable this may be to the prefent laws of England, 
With refpeft to peribns of agei furd^ with regard to the Wntcra and 
Cadets, at the age of fixteen years, it may be julUy faid, that the Di- 
reflors themfelves are guilty of fedoang minors, or of irapoCng upon 
them fuch agreements to laws of their own making as are calculated, at 
a future period, to deprive thofc young peribns of all benefit and pro- 
tcflion from the very laws of their country Think, Bntons, who 
complain of the rapacities of India, what can be cxpedlcd from thoft 
who arc trained up from youth to have no confacnce of their own I or 
what mull prove the confcquences to countries that arc without reflne- 
twe or protcdhng laws, and that alike without mercy or forbearance 
arc governed and plundered 1 

• Whitrrrr (JiniD^ionj fomc men riuy affirfl to maXc, ertry honefl nun will Imd It dif- 
Tieult ,1 to the conrequtncri of ibe iQ lo dinm^tni between the thief who ncali hli pro- 
rertf from him, ind the ntSan who, la foeb a Ctuitioii, forces blin from hb property 
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CHAP. XL 

On the affumed Right of the East India COMPANY to seizk 
their Fellow Subjects in INDIA, and fend them by force Pn- 
foners to ENGLAND j on their abufes of Power in fo doing, and on 
the evil effedis thereof. 

T he abfolute prohibitions of Britifli fubjedls from going to India, 
except with licence of the Eaft India Company, now fubfifting^ 
and even the arbitrarj^ reftriftions and treatment |:o which thofe are fub- 
jedted who obtain fuch licence, are no lels contrary to the fpirit and nature 
of the Englilh conftitufion, than tliey are violations of the natural and 
focial rights of mankind. 

The exclufive right of trade to and from India, if legally to be given 
to any body of merchants, yvas all that could be granted with any colour 
of juftice, even on the appearance of its being exercifed to great national 
utility. But that a Ibvereign of this kingdom can by any charter, however 
confirmed, transfer a ppwer to one part of his fubjedls to imprifon, banifli 
and ruin another at their pleafure, either for convenience or from wanton 
malice or revenge, rrAuft be as repugnant to the juftice and conftitution as it 
is contrary to the interefls of this country. 

For the right informatipn of the public op fuch interefling matters, 
we' will here produce certain cafe? thereon, which the Eaft India Direc- 
tors have at different times, for their own information, laid beforo 
learned Counfel ; with the opinions that were returned them by the Ho- 
nourable Williarn Murray, now Lord IVfansheld, the Honourable 
Charles Yorke, late Attorney General, John Browning and Charles Sayer 
Efqpires. 


Case th? Virji^ 

9 andio^\ra^,^cap ^ n Referepcc heipg hpd to theadts of parliament 
7 ditto - - 21 cited m the margin, Tue East Ijjdia Company de- 

. ^ ditto - - 26 ^ ^ ^ 

3 ccoiBc n. 14. lire to be adviled, 

* ' 

Question^ “ "V^hether they have any, andi 
what power, over fubjedls of England in general, 
or over their own ferVants in particular, both or either 

of 


'll 
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of them relJding in the Eaft Indies ’ Whether the 
Company can order iiich perfons to leave India and 
return to Great Britain, and, in calc of refufil, 
can the Company forcibly put fuch jcribns on board- 
their Ihips, and bring them to Europe? And, Whe- 
ther the Company can any wile, and how, prohibit 
any Englilh fubjcft redding in India from trading 
within the Company s limits without their licence? 
And m,cafc any^fuch Mrlbns fliould trade in India 
without fuch Iitlencc,' have' the Company any, and 
' what remedy to prevent the fame, ‘or to punifli them 
for fo doing j and in what manner can they do 15 , 
and can they withdraw the licence of trading which 
they have already granted to any of their own fer- 
vants or^ others? And in cafe any fuch'perlbns Ihould 
trade after fuch licence is withdrawn, are they liable 
to any and what penalty, or can the Company order 
them to Europe I" 

Answer ly Mr Murray " The Company may 
feize any Bntilh fubjeifts who trade, or are found 
within the Company s limits in India, without autho- 
rity from the Compny j and bring them over to Eng- 
land to be prolecuted The power the Company has 
over their own lervants feems, to me, not fo much to 
depend upon the afts referred to, as upon the charters 
and bye-laws of, the Company If the licences are 
grant^ during the pleafure of the Company, or dur- 
ing the perfon s contmuance in their fervice, I thtnk 
they may be withdrawn, and afterwards the perfon 
will be liable to all the penalties for trading without a 
licence, and may be fazed and brought over j but if 
the licences arc for a time certain, or indefimte, and 
nndcrftood to be as long as the perfon licenled has a 
mind to trade, I do not fee how the Company can 
withdraw them 

(Signed) WILLIAM MURRAY ’ 
31ft January 1756 


Case 
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s^cpt. loth^ ni raft India c< thcfc prcfents, for us, our heiis 

Company scliartcrgrantcd in con- d F ^ * 

fequence of the aft of 9 and 10 and fucceuors, ftri6lly chargc, command, and pro- 
wm. lu. and44, lubit all dic fubjcds of US, our hcirs and fucceffors, 

of what degree or quality foever they be, that none 
‘ of them, diredtly 'or mdiredtly, vilit, haunt, fre- 

** quent, or trade, traffic, or adventure into or from 
any of the faid Eafl Indies, or other the parts afore- 
“ faid, contrary to the true meaning of the faid adt, 
“ under the penalties therein contained, and upon 
“ pam of incurring our higheft difpleafure, excepting 
“ the faid Company and fuch others as may lawfully 
“ go and trade to the Eaft Indies and other the parts 
aforefaid by virtue of tlie faid adt, or of our royal 
“ charter 01 charters purfuant thereunto, and excepting 
“ their fadtors, agents, and fervants refpedtively, who 
“ fliall be employed accol'ding to the true meaning of 
“ the faid adt.” 

By s Geo I c. ai feft i. Perfons repairing to the Eaff Indies contrary to law 

are punifhable : and 

feft. a. The Company may arreft fuch perfons and fend 
them to England. 

7 Geo I. c. ai. feft. I. If any of his Majefly’s fubjedts fhall repair to the 
Eaft Indies contrary to law, the Attorney General, or 
' ' Company may file informations in any of the Courts at 

Weftminfter againft the offenders j and 
‘ 'fea.'3. Every fubje^ who' fhall go to the Eaft Indies con- 

trary to law, fhall be deemed to have traded there. 

- 9Geo.i.c.a6.fea6 ' If any of his Majcfty’s fubjedts (other than fuch as 
I are lawfully authorized) fhall go to or be found in the 

Eaft Indies, the perfons fb offending are declared to 
be guilty of a high crime and mifdemeanor, and may 
be profecuted in any .of the Courts at Weftminfter; 
and, being convidted, fhall ' be liable' to fuch corporal 
punifhment, imprifonment, or fine, as the Court fhall 
think fit. ^ And 

- jea.7. Perfons fo offending may be feized and brought to 

. ' England : and any Juftice may commit them to the 

county-gaol, till fecurity be given to appear in fuch 
' Court where a profecution fhall be commenced,^ and 

i ~ ' not 



COJJSIDEKATIONS 


1^8 


not to depart tlie kingdom without leave of fuch 
Court 

His Mycfty, upon the furrehder of a charter of the 
13th Geo I granted to the Eaft India Company cer- 
tain courts of juftice, called the Mat or s Court, at theu- fettlements of 
Fort St George, Bombay, and Fort William at Calcutta, in Bengal, for 
hearing- and deternnnmg all civil adbons and pleas an&g withm their 
feveral jurifthSions 

It happens that feveral perfons, privately and without any licence from 
the Company, have from time to omc gone from England to the Ball 
Indies, and have fixed thcmlelves at fome of the Company s fettlements, 
and carry on confiderable trade in the Eaft Indies for thar own prwate 
adiantagc 

This the Company has connived at, and permitted fuch perlbns to re- 
main in the Eaft Indies, (b long os they did not interfere wth the Com- 
pany s trade or affiurs But ‘won tbtj have o 8 ed io the Compotes prejudice, 
the Cempttjtj have given dtreSwm to the Geroemort at their feveral JetUementt 
it find filth perfins to England. 

The Governors make a difficulty in executing of fuch orders, under 
apprehenfions they may, at their own return to England, be Irable to 
afhons for damages at the fuit of fuch perfons , and that, in fome cafes, 
it IS not in their power to comply tvith the Company s orders and they 
give the following inftances 1 viz 

A perfba is ordered by the Company to be fent to England This per- 
Fon is a great trader m the Eaft Indiesj 1$ confiderably indebted to feveral 
perfons at the fetdement where he happens to be rcCdent, and has alio 
confiderable effeSs m die hands of his correlpondents in different parts of 
India. 

By fuch perfon’s being fent to England, in confcquencc of the Com- 
pany s orders, his efiihfts arc embezzled, or fold greatly under value, his 
creditors m India lofe their debts, and ha efiedb in the hands of his cor- 
refpondenti arc in a great meafure loft, and the perlbn himlclf ruined. 
And yet, if any of thofi: reafbns prevail, all the afls of parliament made 
to prevent fiilgeas Mng to, or rending m Inda without the Company s 
licence, are rendered inefleflnal 

QoeiTiov Whether, notwithftandmg theft objcdions, the 
Compinj may fafely order perfons to be fent to England, who have 
repaired to and refided in Indb without theu- licence j and will the 
Company! Goicmors or Agents m India, by obmng fuch orden, be 
liable to an aOron at the ftit of the peribn font home, if fuch 
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fliould make it appear he has thereby fbftained great damage in his 
fortune?” 

♦ 

Answer by Mr. Torlc. J am of opinion, that if a perfon has re- 
iided for a conhderable time in the Company's fet dements, tiaded 
openly, been converfant with their governors, officers and agents, 
and amenable to their courts, > fuch perfon will be confidered as having 
had a licence in fubdance, though not in form, by reafon of the notice 
which the Company muft be prefumed to have of his refidence, and 
their acquiefeing without objcftion. That acquiefcencc would be fuf- 
ficient to cxcufe him fiom the penalties of the adls of paihament. It 
feems fcaice advifeable to cxcrcife the authority of fending home per- 
fons who have gone to India without licence, unlefs it be recently alter 
their arrival.” 

Answer by Mr. Brownhg.. Though the Company have an un- 
doubted right of arrefting any of his Majefly’s fubjedts who fhall repair 
to India without* then licence, I apprehend this power Ought to be^exerr 
cifed recently upon fuch perfon’s arriving in India, or trading there ; 
and that the Company’s connivance at any fuch perfon's reliding in 
their fettlements in India, and trading there for any confiderable *time, 
will be confidered as a tacit or implied licence Co to doj and the feizing 
of any perfon who has been thus permitted to refide and^ trade in India 
for any confiderable time, by which he muft neceftarily have con trailed 
debts in trade, and have effei^s in the hands of, or demands upon other, 
traders there, would have the appearance of jjreat hardffiip, and, as I 
apprehend, would fubjedl tlie perfon who fliould feize him' to adlions, 
and raife no fmall clamour againft the Company.” 

— > 

Case fber Third. 

" A perfon is ordered to be fen t to England Avho owes money to 
feveral perfons at the fettlement where he iS refident, an'd perhaps is 
unwilling to return. His creditor, either of his own accord or by con- 
trivance with fuch perfon, enters an adtion in^the Mayor's Court for 
the recovery of his debt, and makes an affidavit,- that fuch perfon was' 
going to England ; upon this an arreft-warrant iflues from the Mayor's 
' Court, and the perfon is appiehcnded, and either held to bail or 
committed toprifon for want of bail.” ' 

Question. “ What power have the Company inTuch cafe over the 
perfon fo arrefted and held to bail, or committed to prifon, the Com- 

[ R J- pany's 
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pany’s Governor and Council having no power or contronl over the 
proceedings of the Mayor s Cqdrt, and what u to be done in fuch, 
cafe? 

Answer h Mr Torie “ Till the fnit inftitoted is at an end, I 
think it would not be prudent for the Company to interpolc If it 
appeared to be fiflitions and colonrablci contrived only on puipolc to 
detain the party in India, I am of opimon> that the Company might 
have rcdrels in tbttr cram courts, upon applying and makmg tne truthi 
appear by their proper officer ” 

Answer by Mr Browning “ The taking a perfon under the cir- 
cumftances above-mentioned outof the hands of a court ofjufticc would,, 
in my opmion, be ftiU more improper and nnjuffifiable 

Case tie Fourth 

•' All perfons in the Company’s fervicc in India are lent to, and con- 
tinue and trade 'there by the Company s licence and permiffion, -andi 
arc under particular covenants with the Company, according to their 
fcveral ftations 

BeCdes the Company d covenanted fervants, there are feveral perfons, 
who from time to time apply to dnd obtain the Company s leave andi 
penniffion to go and refide in the Eall-Indies, for the benefit of carry- 
ing on of trade in thofe parts; and thefe perfons are not at all in tno 
Company s feruce, bUt arc called Free Mcrchanli 

Upon this occafion, certain covfcnants are entered into between fuch 
Free Merchant and the Corapanu containing the place, he ihall refide 
ati and the merchandize he Ihall trade in, or raiher what commodities 
he fiiall not trade in j befides a variew of regulations for his conduft' 
and behaviour And, among other things, c\ cry fuch Fyee Merchant 
coicnants, ' 

" That whenever the find United Company, or their Court of Di- 
rcdlor„, Ihall apprehend the find A B his reCdence or trade in the find I 
Fafl-lndics, or clfcwhcrc within the limits aforefind, inconvenient to. 
them, and fhall thereupon order him the find A B to remove to 
Great Britain, he the find A D will, within one year after nonce, 
tlanfiiort Inmfclf, Ins family and efiedts to Great Britain, in ihc 
tliips employed by the Court of Dircflors aforefind, and no others j 
which cITcfls fliall be returned in -diamonds or diamond-boart, or fuch 
other commodities as (hall from time to time be licenfed or allowed by 
tlic find Court of Dircdlors, and not oihcrwifc * 

Itr 
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It IS doubted whether any of the Company’s covenant-fervants and 
free merchants, under any of the adts of parliament before flated, arc 
liable to be apprehended and fcnt to England by any orders from the 
Couit of Dircdois, they being all of them hcenfed and permitted to go 
to and refidc in the Eaft Indies.” 

I 

Question. WnnTirnR the Company’s fervants and fiee merchants 
can be ordered to be fcnt to England; and, if they fliould refufe to 
obey fuch orders, Whether the Company can anywife, and how com- 
pel them to return , and will fuch perlbns incur any and what penalties 
ior continuing in India, after notice of fuch orders foi their return to 
England ? 

Answer by Mr, Totke. As to the Company’s fervants and free 
merchants, they are clearly not within the words or intention of the ad; 
being all properly Ifcenfed. The only remedy againd them, if they 
difobey orders, will be for damages on breach of their covenants. , 

9th November, 1757. CHARLES YORKE.” 

Answer by Mr. Browning. ** I apprehend the Company’s fervants ' 
or free merchants who go to India with licence, cannot be forcibly fent 
to England ; but if after tliey are dilniifled from the Company’s fervice, 
(if fervants) and forbid to trade in India any longer, they fhall con- 
tinue to trade, otherwife than by getting in their effeds, I think they ' 
will fubjed themfelves to the forfeitures inflided on unlawful traders by 
the flatute 9th Wm. Illd. 

9th November, 1757. JOHN BROWNINQ.” 

Case the "Fifth. 

The Governor and Council at Bengal having, in their letters to 
England, exprelfed their doubts with refped, to the powers they have of 
fending to England, perfons who mifbehave themfelves, efpecially rnili- 
tary officers, who till very lately iigned no con trad or agreement with 
the Company, the Court of DiredoEs think it highly effential for the 
interefl; of the Company to have thefe matters afeertained, and to pbtain 
farther parliamentary powers, if necelTary. 

Mr. Sayer therefore will be pleafed to perufe the papers and former , 
opinions of Council herewith laid before him, and to give his opinion 
touching the powers which the Court of T)iredors, or the Co;ppany’s 

[ R 2 ] prefidencies 
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^rcCdenaes abroad have over the Icveral orders of people reCding in 
the Eaft Indies, witn relpeft to the ordering and lending them home, 
in cafe of milbchavionr or difmiffion from the Company' s fervicc, or 
their own voluntary rclignafions, viz civil fervants, milrtary officers, 
free merchants, fcafanng people and their families, and any other per- 
Ibns redding in India, with or without the Company's licence And 
Mr Sayer will allb be plealed to confidcr the powers of the Company 
here, or their prelidenaes abroad, with rclpedV to their taxing, or n(- 
f'ffing the inhabitants for the necedary fupport and charges of govern- 
ment} and upon the whole, 

Qdestion The Court of Directors defirc Mr Saver’s opmion 
as to what meafures it will be proper for them to take, and what or- 
ders to give, m the fevernl matters abovemenhoned, to their fcveral 
prelidencies ? 

Answer “ I don’t find in the agreements entered into between the 
Company and their civil fervants, military officers, and feafanng per- 
fons any covenants on the part of fuch perfons, which oblige them to 
leave India and return home, though ordered by the Company fo to 
do (be thefr continuance ever fo dangerous to the Company's ailairs) ex- 
cepting their agreements with the free mcrchanf, who covenants, that 
upon being ordered by the Company to leave India, he wiU, within a 
year after fuch notice, tranlport himlell> family and efledts to Great 
Britain Had futh a covenant been entered into by the aviJ, mihtary, 
or feafanng perfons, and they had refilled to return to England after 
proper notice had been given them lb tb do, I Ihould have had but little 
fcmple in advifing the Company to bring them home forcibly, though 
they arc not ftriflly within the defcnption of thofe offenders who may 
lawfully be brought from India by force But it is fo fully within the 
intention of the many afts of parliament for fecunn^ an exclufivc trade to 
the Company, that no BritiOi fubjeaihall be in India, without the Com- 
pany s confent, that 1 think, a perfon brought from thence by force, 
who had covenanted to leave India upon notice and refufed lb to do, 
wbuld, upon an aiflion brought for fuch force, recover damages tos 
trntal far tie Campanj ia regard 

At the Company s Ibpulations with their civil and military fervants 
arc fo very dcfcflnc, application Ibould be made to parliament for a 
claufc to be infcrtcd man aft, that all thar civil fervants, or military 
officers, who have been difiniffcd from, or left the Company i fcrvicc, 
and all thofe vvhofc agreements with the Company for relidencc in 
^ Indiv 
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India are expired and at an end, and fliall refufe to leave India, in order 
to return to Great Britain, after three months notice given to fuch who 
are military ofiicers and fca-faring perfons, and twelve month’s notice /to 
fuch who are ci\il fervants, and free merchants, fliall be fubjedl and 
liable to all the penalties and forfeitures contained in the feveral adls of 
parliament for fecuring the exclufive trade to the Company, againft 
Britifli fubjedts, who trade, or are found within the Company’s limits in 
India, without their licence or authority j fuch a claufe, in my opinion, 
mny be cq/ily obtained from pailtamenfy almofl without debate, as the pe- 
nalties have already been approved of by pailiament, and the perfons 
wanted to be included therein being fully within the defcription of 
trading, or being found in India without the Company’s licence. 

1 2 th Oa. lyby. CHARLES SAYER.” 

Such were the opinions of the great lawyers to \vhom the Eaft India 
Company applied, upon the right in queflion : and the learned gentle- 
man whofe opinion is laft, not only feems to encourage his clients to 
the pradice of imprifoning and tranfporting, becaufe the damages 
that would in certain cafes be recovered by the injured, would be too- 
trivial to be minded, but alfo feems to have thought, that the Company 
would readily obtain any powers for pradifing this fpecies of tyranny^ 
by only afking them of parliament. Encouraged therefore by this opi- 
nion, and alfo inftigated by the private motives mentioned in our laft 
chapter, the Court of Diredors, by their Chairman, then a member of 
the houfe, in March 1770, attempted in parliament to obtain the paf- 
fing of the bill already mentioned, which under the fpecious title of a 
Bill for compelling perfons difmilTed the fervice of the Eaft India Com- 
pany, to depart from the Eaft Indies, and for better regulating the 
fervants of the faid Company,” was artfully contrived to extend the 
powers of the Company by the formal findion of the prefent parliament r 
for this bill, in its original form, did not alone refped perfons difmifted 
the fervice, as -would appear from the title, but extended indifcnminately 
to all Britifti fubjeds, who were thereby to have been made liable to be 
fent from India to England by force, at the option of the Company, or 
their Governors^ and Councils • if feafaring or military officers, upon 
only fix, and if Company’s fervants, or free merchants, upon twelve 
months notice.. 
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A public Ipintcd gentleman • who, haung for roan^year* TcCded In 
Tcngal, as a free merchant and an thcCompabys military femce, was 
ucll acquainted ri'ith the evils coniequent of tne too great powers al- 
icady cxercifcd by the Company, and who might himJelf alfo be ma- 
tcnally afFcdled by tlie intended bill, prefented a petition to the Ho- 
nourable Houfc-of Commons, reprefenting that fuch part of the bill in 
qiicflion ns refpetSed the -audionzing of the Companj to fend to 3 ng- 
land any of his Majelly s fubjedls from the Britifh fettlements in the 
Lad Indies \Mlhout their oWn confcnt, or othcrwife than by due courfc 
ot law, was, as he humbly conceived, contrary to juftice and the funda- 
mental principles of the conftitution and praying to be heard at the 
bar ot the houfe, by himfelf or his connfel, agamft fuch part of the 
/aid bill 

Counfel was accordingly retained, and prepared to be heard before 
the houfe, and the Following rcafons agamft the exceptionable parts of 
the bill were prmted off, ana diftnbuted among the members of parlia- 
ment, VIZ 

ill •• Becaufe by this bill the Company will be impowered to inflift, 
upon Bntifh fubjefis, the mod fcvcrc of all punifliments, except death, 
VIZ impnfonment, baniflbment, and total depnvation of property, not 
only without any legal procefs, but even without accufation of any crime j 
a potter which is conceived to be inequitable and oppreflive in the highell 
degree, and fuch as is feldom exerafed even under the moll abfolute and 
arbitrary governments in the world 

adl) Becaufe, under colour of this power, the Governor and Counal' 
of any fettlcment in India, upon the moll capncious and caufclefs diflike ' 
taken agamft any Britilh fubjcA there, or on n rivallhip in trade with 
am' of the members of the Council, may fuddenly, and irretrievably 
clFcfl his total rum, though fuch perfon Ihould never have been concerned 
m any trade or other matters, that interfered with the real interclls of 
the Company, in any manner whatever 

3dly Becaufe there is not any jull pretence for granting any fuch 
injurious or uuconllitutional power to the Company j they having, by 
laws and inllitutions already eftabliflied and now m force, a fulJicicnt ' 
remedy agamft any encroachments upon the pnnlegct of their charter to 
the injury of their mtcrelli 

4thlj Becaufe if it is even pretended, that there arc any mifdc- 
mcanoun which the Company is not empowered to punilli, \iy any ftatutc 

* Tie to wkoa tlcjmllie ire jsdebted for ilu coaocedible ceoiaQ vu J/tM4U 
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now exifting, which may render the refidence of any Britifli fubjedt in* 
India dangerous, or prejudicial to their intereft, they may eafily be pre- 
vented by the covenants entered into with the Company, or fpecified by 
the Diredtors, and provided againft by the wifdom of parJiamei^t, jn 
a regular, legal and conftitutional manner, by feme judicial trial on the 
ijDOt, in order to in title the Company to the exercife of fuch powers. 

5thly. Bccaufe Biitifh fubjedts, going out and fettling in the Eafb 
Indies with the licence of the Company, carrying with them the rights 
and privileges not only of men, but of the BritiTh conftitution,, which^ 
it is apprehended, cannot be furrendcred to any company of merchants, 
fo as to render their freedom and property dependent— not upon geneial 

principles of juflice and equity not upon the known laws of their 

country — but upon the arbitrary and capricious will of fuch merchants 
or their feivants. 

6thly. Bccaufe the granting fuch powers, to the Company would bo 
contrary not only to the general laws and conftitution of Great Britain, 
but repugnant to thofc particular Hatutes, or adls of parliament now in, 
force with regard to the Company, which feveral adts, icfpedting the 
power of fending perfons to England, relate only to peifons going out- 
to India without the licence of the Company, and the preambles of the 
faid adts plainly fliewing it was the view of the legiflature to give en- 
couragement for perfons to go out, and refide and fettle at the Com-- 
pany’s federal fettlcments. 

/thly. Becaufe the Mayor and Aldermen, or Judges of the King’s 
Court of Record, in which all matters of property arc determined, called 
the Mayor’s Couit, as wcll^as the juries on all criminal matters at. the 
quarterly courts of fcllion of Oyer and Terminer, confifl: of free mer- 
chants. free manners, and Company’s fervants , and if this bill fliould 
pafs into a law, all the members of the Taid courts and juries would be 
reduced to fo abfolute and fervile a dependance upon the Company, 
that the will of their Governors and Councils alone would influence or 
diredl their decifion, to the total fubverlion of all equity and juflice , , 
which, It IS prefumed, cannot be intended by the legiflature, 

8 thly. Becaufe this bill, if paffed into a law, would operate as an ad' 
€X pofl faSio^ refpeding thofe who have already gone to India under the: 
former powers which the Company poffeATed j and alfo as to thofe who 
have become fettled inhabitants of the different prefidencies in India,, 
and who may have launched largely into trade, and other- blanches of 
lawful and ufeful occupations, under the affurance that the general pro- 
tedion of Great Britain was fecured to them by the King’s courts, without" 
their being liable to be fent out of the countiy upon twelve months or fix 
. ” , months.' 
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months notice j notwithftanding they may have numerous fuits, claimSj 
or demands, for themfclves or others, againft the Eaft India Company, 
or againft the very men who are left to be the foie judges tvhen thoft 
arbitrary orders arc to be put in execution j which muft nun credit by 
deftroying all fccun^ 

pthly Bccaufe this part of the bill is calculated merely to favour tht 
oppreffive and fellith monopolies in the trade of the country, which 
have prevailed there of late years, to the great detnment of the true in 
tereft of the Eaft India Company as well as of the nation m general j 
for the promoters of this bill are defied to fliew any one inftance, where 
the refidence of a free merchant, free manner, or Compariy s fervant, 
in the Eaft India Company s fettlements, can be of the leaft detnmenl 
to the find Company j on the contrary, the pnnciplcs upon which the 
diflcrcnt charters hate been granted, and the ads of parliament con- 
firming them, invite European inhabitants from all parts of the globe j 
and this bill would leave foreigners under more Javourable circum- 
ftances than his Majefty a fubjeds, fince it is admitted, by adi 5 Geo I 
cap at that fuch perfons, not fubjeds of his Majefty, cannot be re- 
moied from the fettlements, while they' demein themrehes agreeably 
to the laws of the community, which is all that his Majefty s fubjeds 
are now contending for 

lothly Becaufc the motives upon which the aft of the 5th Geo I cap 
21 was pafled, and alfo the motives upon which the ad of the yth of 
Geo I cap 2 1 was pafled, and upon which taoUves the prefent bdl 
ou^ht to be regulated, are artfully fupprefled, and the reader is made to 
believe that thefc laws arc aftually enafted with a view to enable the 
Company to fend Bntifti fubjeds out of India who were only carrying on 
the trade from port to port, or place to place, in that country, whereas 
the Icgiflaturc never had any inch intention, which (as has been find 
before) would have been contrary to the firft principles of the cftablith- 
ments But the whole view of the legiflature was to prevent Britifti 
fubjeds from trading to and trom the Eaft Indies, or afting under 
foreign commilTions, as a recital of part of the faid aft will fumcicntly 
fhew *, and a view of the whole aft will demonftratc 

lithly Becaule the great numbers of his Majefty s fubjefts in the 
Eaft Indies rather merit the attention of the legiflature, to reftram the 

tyranny 

• AnJll It bjr lie Umeifl ami by futjleijuert Irv, iKat all tic {jooSi wart, mer 

rtiBdrtci iQd lomm Jitlcf to tie!«ienopoo ao) mJp or boand from ihe E*fl Indies or fim 

• hbn tU H5.1H tlo eCid fhoaUbebro ht without broaVioj bulk lo (btne port of Gmt Ori 
uifl tod tlcftf I- o JiJrs and pot «n land t notwiiifticd 05 which jofl and rofonablc prorinooi 
fttd rrSJidtotu, fetcral ofhu Mtjcilj a noi CQUiled NaJex the ad of ptrlluortit. ham 
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tyranny and oppreflions which have been excrcifcd of late by the fupe- 
rior fervants of the Eaft India ;Company, in order to create monopo- 
lies, than to allow thofe fervants any new extenfion of powers repug- 
nant to the conftitution, with a view to promote thofe deftrucflive 
meafures, whereby many thoufands of Britifli fubjedts muft be expofed 
to ruin, and rendered fervilely dependent upon the Governor and 
Council. 

I2thly. Bccaufc, by the Charter of Juftice of the 26 Geo. II. it is 
there recited, that the condudl heretofore purfued had very muck cncou- 
1 aged not only oui C’lvn fuhjcSiSy butlikcwife the fubjedts of other Princes, 
and the natives of the adjacent countries, to refort to and fettle in the 
feveral towns of Madrafs, Calcutta, and Bombay, and other forts and 
fadtories, for the better and more convenient canying on of tradcy by 


prerumed to trade into, and vifit the faid Eafl Indies, and other the places aforefaid, in foreign and 
other fiiips, intending there to load goods, and bring them into Europe, and land them in iorcign 
parts out of his Majclty’s domtntons, to the great prejudice of the trade of this kingdom, and the di- 
minution of his M«jcfty’s cudoms, and other duties. All which prafliccs being confidcred, his Royal 
Highnefs George Pnnee of Wales, then guardian of the realm of Great Britain, and his Majefty’s 
Liciitciiant within the fame, was picafed, on the eighteenth day of Oflobcr, whieh was in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fixtecn, to ifliic forth a proclamation (amongll other 
things) driftly charging and commanding all his Majelly’s fubjcdls not to ferve on board any foreign, 
or other (hips, with foreign commiflions and colours, bound to or from the Ead Indies, or any of the 
parts aforclaid ; or dirciUy or indircflly to tifit, haunt, frequent, trade, traffic, or adventure into 
or from the faid End Indies, or other the parts before mentioned, contrary to law. But iiotwitli- 
danding the prohibiuons contained in the faid a£Vs of parliamcht and proclamation, and in defiance 
of the fame, feveral evil dilpofcd perfons have gone on to procure and obtain fcvcral foreign commif- 
fions rad padcs, and under colour thereof, or othcrwifc, have fitted ont and manned feveral Enghih, 
and other Ihips or vcdtls, and have failed w’th, or fent out the fame, to trade and traffic nn the Eali 
Indies, or other the parts aforefaid. Now, to the intent that fuch collifive, fraudulent, and ijlegsfl 
trade and prafticcs may be prevented, and that fo confidcrablc and beneficial a branch of trade may 
be fecured to this kingdom, be it cnafled and declared, by the King’s mofl Excellent Majefty, by 
and with the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in parlia- 
ment aflcmbled, and by the authority of the fame, that if any of his Majelly’s fubjcils lhall, 
from and after the twentieth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighteen, fail, go, or repair to, or be in the Eall Indies, or parts afore-mcrtiioned, or any of 
them, contrary lo the laws now in being, or contrary to the tenor of this a£l, every fuch perfon or 
perfons fo offending fhall be liable to fuch punfliimcnt as by any law or laws now in being may be 
influSlcd for fuch offence 

And to the intent that fuch offender and offenders may be brought to juftice, it is hereby enafted, 
that it fliall and may be lawful, to and for the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eall Indies, and their fucceffors, to take, arrcll, and leize, or caufe to be taken, arrefled, or 
feized, fuch perfon or perfons, being a fubje^ or fubjefls of his Majefty, his heirs or fucceffors, at 
any place or places, or where he or they lhall be found within the limits or places aforefaid, and the 
perfon or perfon fo taken, arrefted, and fcized.'to fend and remit to England, there to anfwcr for 
the offence aforefaid according to due courfc of law 

And It IS hereby further enadled, by the authority aforefaid, that all and every perfon or perfons, 
who from and af er the fifth day of February, one thoufand feven hundred and eighteen, fliall pro- 
cure, folicit for, obtain, or aft under any commiffioii, authority, or pafs from any foreign prince. 
Hate, or po entaie whatfbever, to fail, or go, or trade in or to the Eafl Indies, or any the parts afore- 
faid, every f}ich perfon or perfons fo offending herein lhall incur and forfeit for every fuch offence the 
fum of five hundred pounds,’’ 

[ S ] which 
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which means fcveral ' of the faid towns, Ta&mes, and placei were be- 
come very populous, See Sec Winch fufficicntly fliews, that the ac- 
qninng of inhabitants, and carrying on the trade of the country,' were 
pnnci^ motivcA fdr the difiereht eflablilhments And Whereas by the 
laid chatter, •• the Aldetirlen, or Judges 6f thfe Mayors Court, are to 
coiitmue in -their refpeQife oBuxs of Aidennch for and dunng the 
“ term of their natural lives, unlefe their faid places tliail be voided,' 
“ or tlieirtfclvcs removed, in filch manner as is therein after mcn- 
“ (loned Therefore, if ihiS bill fhoultfpafs into a law, ail thofc wile 
and jUdiaOus inftitutionS of our ancetlors, to colledl inhabitants, and 
td maintain the puhty of the courts Bf juihee, would be defeated j and 
thole courts of juftice, when deprived of their independence, could 
only remain the engines of oppreffion 

Every thing was thus prepared to bring this important matter to a 
full difcullion before the Hou/e of Commons j in the courle of vvhich 
many of the enormities committed in India, in confequence of the Com- 
pany s abufe of this unconlhtutibnal power, of fnddenly feizing, impn- 
foning and tranlporting their feIlow-fubjc<93, would naturally have be- 
come the objeQ of confidcration to the Houft j but the promoters of the 
bill, conlcious of the badnefs of their caufe, and dreading the confe- 
quences of fu h a difcnlEon, took the mbrt prudent part of agreeing to- 
withdraw all the exceptionable claufes 'ano amend thar bJI, which, 
after being purged by the committee to whom it was referred, at laft 
produced the afl 6f the loth of his ptefent Majelly, intituled, " An aft 
•' for better regulating perfons employed in the femee of the Eaft India. 
“ Company, and for other porpofes therein mentioned, ’ in its prelent 
form, wherem there is not one word mentioned about the feizmg perfons 
in India, and forably fending them to England However by the ex- 
punging of thofc parts of the Dill which were excepted to, reljicfting the- 
extenfion required of thofc pernicious powers, a difcullion was evaded, 
which might have led to the rehcving of Britilb fubjefts from the diffi- 
cUlocs under which they now labour from illegal impnfonmcnts m 
India f left as they arc to fllift for thcmfclves in combating laws of am- 
biguous and contradiftoiy natures againft a powerful and opulent Com- 
pany, under this farther difadvantage, that damages, when obtained,, 
will be " fCD trroitl Jar tbt Campany to mind and of courfc too tnvial 
to prevent any wanton breach of the laws, or to prove an adequate fa- 
tufaftion for injuries lb fuffered 

Vanous have been the abufcs praftifcd by the Eaft India Company 
and their fubftitutcs in Bengal, in confcqucncc of this pretended right 
of fcizing and forcibly fending fubyefts out of India, by fuch adts of 

violence 
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Violence and outrage committed in the Britifli fettlements, within the 
diftridts of the charter, as ought to kindle indignation in the hearts of 
every well-wiflieT to this country and the human lace, and dmw o^ 
thofe who have^been guilty -of them the utmofl vengeance of the laws. 
As no general defcnption can convey an idea of the' cruelty of fuch ad:s 
of oppreffiou and inhumanity equal to tliat which muft be conceived 
from the iimple recital of fads, we beg leave to refer the Reader to the 
foDowmg cafes in the Appendix::, viz. N° XXX. the Cafes of Benjamin 
Wilding and John Petrie, EfquireS. page 81 ; N° XXXI. the Cafes of 
Mr. Vernon Duffield and Mr. Francis Robertfon, page 97 , N'’ XXXIL 
the Cafes of Mr. James Nicol and Mr. Thomas Davie, page iii ; and 
N° XXXIIl. the Cafe of John Nevill Parker, Efquire, with Sir Fletcher 
Norton’s opinion thereon, page J2i. In which cafes will be found 
iniiances of every fpecies of abqfe ,and perverlion of juftice; of illegal 
impnfon meets, barbarous adts of violence and ruinous traniportations ^ 
of lawyers, juftices and judges refuling, pr evading the difcharge of 
their refpedtive duties in the mofl: preffing exigencies^ and on the mofl: 
important matters ; fuch as when Britilh fubjedts were befieged, or bar- 
ricadoed up in their own houfes, deprived of light, of food, and even 
obliged to live amidft their own excrement i cruelties that hitherto ft and 
perhaps unparaLelled in' the records, of nations, on fuch pretences as 
were urged for them in India } and fuch as, according to the conftitu- 
tional laws and.cuftoms of this country, nopffences or crimes in the 
parties, if any fuch Bad been proved, could pqllibly have authorized 
being pradifed. ' 

After perilling the cafes referred to, and having attentively conlidered 
the reafons publilhed againft the before-mentioned bill, brought into 
parliament for a confirmation and extenlion of a po^er fo very dangerous 
and unconftitutional, the reader will be enabled to form a tolerable 
idea of the policy and puriiiits of the Raft India Company, and thofe 
who have adted for them. Many other grievances that have been lately 
fulfered in India, equally oppreftive with thofe \ye have taken notice 
of, might be inftanced. They are however all comprehended in thefe 
two elfential points, the lofs of liberty and the lofs of property j and 
the cafes already adduced will be fufficient to convince every juift man, 
that it can never be fafe in any community to leave rulers, unreftrained 
by determinate laws, to adt as their own conveniencies or inclinations 
may diredt. The wifdom of the legiflature has guarded the fubjedl 
againft this kind of power in every part of the Britilh dominions, except: 
the Eaft Indies. 

[ S 2 ] The 
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The effcfls m India of fndden tranf^rtation, with rclpedt to the dc« 
ftroying of credit and all private ftcnritj, mull appear evident, and in- 
deed have been fevercly felt by the ^enerahty of Bntifli fubjefls lince 
thofc tyrannies have been pra^ifcd in Bengal , for it is well known, 
that any young writer in the Company s fervice will now find it more 
difficult to borrow fiae hundred rupees from a Black merchant, than 
fix years ago he would have fiue tbmjand 

When perfons quit India, it has been ufual for them to leave a con*- 
fiderable part of their property behltid them But whde fuch is the 
praflice, or the affiimed tJOwer of the Company, or their Governor and, 
and Council, in whofe hands can any man tniflr his property, where 
every one is in the fame predicament, of bemg liable to be fent away, 
whenever the doing it may appear convement either ^to thc> Company 
or their Governor and Council, who make themfelves abfolute arbiters 
of the expediency of fuch ails ? Or who will buy either honfes, goods, 
or Ihips, of ohnoxion! or perfecuted people, who mull of neceffity felli 
them m a (hort time, efpecially when it may eafily, and mofl probably 
will be hinted to them, that if they do lb, they themfelves mall loon 
follow ? But on filch an event, what muft become of the eftates of 
widows and orphans left in the truftof fuch obnoxious perfons, as fidmi- 
nillrators or executors, by their deccafed hufbands or parents ? and what- 
mull become of the debts dtie to exiles, or ofithe funs at law in which 
they may be engaged, either for themfelves or others ? Thefe, it mull be 
fuppofed, or the greater part of them, will be mevitably loll j for who 
would be m a hurry to piy or fettle accounts with fuch deroted peoploj 
when their not doing it would infare them favours and where the very 
Aldermen of the ISJayor s Court, the creatures, nay perhaps the deter- 
mined tools of a Governor and Council, arc the only perfons to compelpay- 
menq efpecially when it is known fuch perfons have only a few months to 
remain In India? Many mercantile adventures, invwhich mercluints erta- 
blifficd in India are often engaged, cannot be concluded within the fpacc 
of two years, as is well known to thofe who have refided and traded there 
Should fuch traders be fent fuddeiily away, who would there be to liquidate 
matters properly on the returns of veficls ? In any or all of thefe cafes, 
the Governor himfelf, or he and fom- of his chief counfcllors, might 
become the purchafers of all the houfes, fliips goods, or merchandize 
in the fettlement j which would be no fmall Jlnie in trade, and of a 
piece with many fuch firokes as have been often known to ht Jtnick Euc- 
CE-sruLLV under arbitrary or delpotic governments 

\Vc know theafiumed poHcrs given by royal patents have been often 
crcnounccd ihegal, and of courfe invalid, by the courts in Weflminfier 
Nall, fo likcvvifi. the cxclufive right of trade, from the Cape of Goodi 

Hope 
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Hope caftward to the Streights of Magellan, as granted by King Williani> 
to the India Company, and approved by Parliament, was almoft ii*-^ 
mediately fet at nought by a felf-eredled, unchartered company of ad- 
venturers, who traded diredlly to India, in defiance of the king, mi- 
niftry and parliament, after an hundred and feven thoufand pounds 
had been expended to obtain and fecure, as was imagined, that exclu- 
five privilege. Nay, that very government-defying company, for the 
fake of a public loan, obtained, fome years afterwards, an ad of par- 
liament to authorize the fame King William to grant them alfo a charter 
for trading to the Eafi; Indies j which was accordingly done, though the 
former cxclufive charter continued apparently in force, for the pof- 
feflbrs of it were ftill profecuting their trade. The two companies 
were afterwards united> by an ad of the 6th of Qi^en Anne ; when 
they had jointly the exclufive right of trade given them, as ufual, from 
the Cape of Good Hope eallward to the Streights of Magellan. 

It is true, that in the fixth year of the reign of Queen Anne, govern- 
ment had been exprefly empowered by parliament to grant a new char- 
ter to tlie two Fall: India Companies, with an exclufive right of trade 
to the extreme ^ extent already mentioned, in confidcration of'aloan> 
which they weie to fupply. But all the Baft India Company’s claims 
-of exclufive right of trade to the mofl: fouthern parts of America, as 
well as to many other countries within their abfurd boundaries, to which- 
they never yet have traded, nor probably ever will, were effedually 
invahdated on the eftabliflimeut of the South Sea Company, three years 


* By the tra£l, or line marked for exclufive commerce granted to the Fall India Company, from* 
the Cape of Good Hope caftwards to the Streights of Magellan, the countries included muft natu- 
rally have been fuppofed to be, the Coaft of Africa, beyond the Cape , thofe of ihe Red Sea, the 
Gulph of Peril a ; ail India, China, Japan, and round by the South Seas to thofe Streights; or, m> 
other words, that the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan were to be the two mari- 
time doors to India, which no Englifh trading fhips were ever to pafs but thofe of the Company, 
under the penalties of feizure of perfons, confifcation, and other fevere. damages 

But in the ninth year of the fame reign (1710) the minifiry having near ten millions of'increafed' 
national debts, which they found thcmfelvcs ncccllitatcd to fund, as an expedient for that purpofe, 
they obtained power from the parliament to cllablifli the South Sea Company ; with an exclufive 
right of trade from the river Oronoko, round Sierra del Tuego, or the land of Cape Horn, through 
the South Seas, to the northernmoft p3rts of America. They were however prohibited from trading 
to Brazil andSurinam^ bccaufe the former belonged to the Poriugueze, and the latter to the Dutch, 
who being then relpeftivcly the good allies of this nation, trade with their /American colonies was 
left open to all Bntiflrfubjefts But the Spanifh ports, or any others within thofe extenfive bounda- 
ries, wer& only to be traded to by the South Sea Company, btcnn/t England was at war with the > 
Sovereign then on the Spanifli throne, although the Company couid net at that time carrj on any 
iradewith thofe countries 

Such .were ihe baits ufed for 'catching gudgeons , who accordingly locktd-up-debt^ towards 

^’Trading-flock, for profecuting commerce whcrc-it could not be earned on, and which even with 
the aid of the Cpn/'rt'f?, after peace became ellabltflied, was nc\er farther purfUed tlian t* 

ffitell that Block, in ta a Bubble, which ten years afierw.uds burliinto ividcly-fpreadingruins 

after wiirds.;. 
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afterwards as by the exclufivc nghts of trade given to the latter, the 
Eaft India Company was precluded the navigation of the South Sea?; 
the prelcnptive line of their eicluOve nght being then turned the other 
way from the Cape of Good Hopc^ through fcas without land Nor 
indeed could the Eaft India Company a /hips go either way from that 
Promontory to thofe Streights without breaking the boundary-lmes for 
cxcluCve navigation granted to the new-eredled Company 

Moft, if not all the Charters which had been granted before that of 
the lothof King William, were to Companies of Merchants trading 
into India, That of the Second Company, then eftabliflied by that Mo- 
narch, was a Ihameful grant, becaufc his Firft Company was then eiift- 
ing with a foie exclufive right, as far as he could grant at; and on the 
plea of a loan, for which he granted the Second, he might as well have 
granted twenty more, for had his ftrft cxclufive charter beencon/htn- 
tional, the laws muft have given it a permanent force However, his 
fecond charter was granted to a Company of Merchants trading to India, 
by way of evafive diftindlion But in the charter of the 6th of Queen 
Anne, for uniting the two Companies, they were feparately mentioned, 
as the Merchants of London trading into the Baji Indies, and the Bngldb 
Company trading to the BaJl Indiesi with exprefs refervation of the 
fovercign rights and power over all forts, places, plantations, and fet- 
tlements, in which the laws of England were to prevail ; and with a 
regulated coinage By this charter was given to tfus United Company 
the exclufive right of trade to m^from the Eaft Indiesj and when their 
exclufive nght « as further prolonged, they" were thenceforward called 
Ibe United Company of Merchants of England trading to the BaJ} Indies, 
but w ithout the w ora in 1 and therefore internal trade could not fairly be 
implied for India, any more than for England It was not till the reign 

of George the Pirfi that fucb an extennon of exclufive right -was cx- 
preficdi when other fubjcfls were, by aiJs of parliament, exprefly pro- 
hibited trade, traffic and adienturera, toand from the BaJi Indiesi and any 
perfon found r/r India, without the licence of the Company, was to be 
deemed i trader contrary to law Perhaps the Company firft obtained the 
infertion of a comma that formed two words out of one, by artifice, and 
fo made the grant in the old idiom, of into and from, better ferve their 
purpofe by the new reading then firft giixn them, of w, toand fromi 
for the inferences natural to be drawn from a Bntifh grant of exclufive 
ncht to trade in India, particularly with refpea to perfoni who have gone 
out w ith the Company s licence, arc loo abfurd to admit even a fuppo- 
fition that the legillaturc really meant it for all the interior parts of India j 
or cicn for all trade within the immediate junfihftlon of the Company s 
own fcttlements 


While 
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While the Eaft India Company continued entirely commercial and 
had but a few acres of land affigned them, on which they were permit- 
ted to eftablifli fadtories, only for the convenient carrying on of their 
import and export trade, which was all that, as merchants, they could 
have occafion for, the Indian Princes keeping to themfelves the regu- 
lating and' managing of goveinment and all internal traffic; in fuch a 
fituation pf things, had an Enghfliman gone out in a foreign fhip, to 
a foreign Cfettlement in India, and from thence pafled into the inland 
tcrritoiies of any Prince of the country, there to carry on trade which' 
did not interfere in any fliape with the dealings of the Company, or 
thofe of any of their European rivals j never intruding on the Com- 
pany’s lands or fet'tlements, arid without ever doing them any kind of 
injury whatfoever; but proceeding innocently and honeftly in the ac- 
quifition of a fortune, on the view 01” returning With it to his native 
country, it is fubmitted to the opinion of every able and upright lawyer. 
Whether fuch a man was really tran%reffing the laws of his country? 
Or if any agents of the Company fhould 'find means to get him into- 
their hands. Whether they would have a conflitutiondl right to harrafs, 
confine, and forcibly fend him a prifoner to England ? Or Whether by 
fo doing they ought not to be made anfwerable, by juftice in England, 
alike for all injuries in fortune as well as perfonal fufferings that were fo- 
o'ceafioned by them ? 

The Company and their fervarits in India, however, pretend they 
have a right fo to a( 5 t. It was on this fuppofition at lead, that they 
foiled on the pdrfons of Mr. James Nicol and Mr. Thomas Davie in the 
dominions of Sujah al DoWlah ; though on the fame principle they might 
aS well purfue, as lawful prey, any Britifh fubjedt who was only tra- 
velling for the fake of curiofity, or of fcience, even from the bottom 
of the’Bay of Bengal tO the borders of Ruflia, if they could extend their 
pernicious influence fo far; fince their limits are not bounded by any 
line northward. Neverthelefs, every man mufl; have the natural right 
of going where he pleafes, to dilpofe of his own lawful property, and 
to extend his trade wherever he can gain admittance, elpecially as by 
the Englifii laws, particularly the ftatute of the 19th of Henry the Vllth, 
Englifli Merchants in any nation in amity are acknowledged to be fub- 
jeft to the laws of that country where 'they refide, and confequently 
ought to be under the protection of the laws of fuch countries, in the 
lame manner as the fubjeCts of any other country, when refident in 
Great Britain, mufl: be fubjeCt to and are protected by the Britifli 
laws. 

' It may be alledged, on the part of the Company, that no Free Mer- 
chant, Free Mariner, or Company’s Servant c^n trade in India, but 

ini 
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m confcqaence of a licenct obtained from them for a certain hfne 
and tliat a licence accepted for a limited time, implies a power in the 
granter to refufe a renewal of it for any farther time, under which 
jinown conditions every one goes out to fettle there j and therefore, 
after having folicitcd and accepted the firft grant as a benefit, no per- 
fon can have realbn to complam, at the expiration of the tune limited, 
if a fccond Ihould be refufed him 

To which It may be anfwcred, not di/puting here what the conftitu- 
Jional rights of Englilhmcn formerly were, or now are, within or with- 
out the immediate fettlements of the Company, that there is always fup- 
poftd to be a mutual convenience, or advantage in all fuch engage- 
ments, and that honour Ihould ever regulate either party m their con- 
dudh With refpedt to Free Manners, or Free Merchants, that mutual 
convenience muft be fuppofed to laft fo long as new hcencea continue to 
be granted , and therefore, if the poirclfor of an expired one has not 
done any injury to the Company, or been gmity of any crime, not to 
fuller his continuance in a ftation that had been hazardous and eipen- 
five for him to get mto, is a moft unjnft, arbitrary and wicked cxer- 
cife of power Should it be faid, that the Free Merchant s indentures 
ftipulate, that he flaall leave India whenever his flay there fliall become 
inconvenient to the Compny, it may be anfwered, that the fame in- 
denture, more in the fpirit of the conflitution, and agreeably to the true 
interefts of the Company, oblige him to remain in India for the fpace 
of five years 1 which does not at all imply that his time is out then, if 
he flioule choofe to remain longer, and demean himfelf with obedience 
to all lawful orders and regulations prefenbed by the Companv That 
claufe in the contra<l whereby the Company make him bargain with 
them, that they fliall have power to feize him and fend him by force a 
pnfoner to England upon twelve months notice wheneier they deem 
nil flay inconvenient only, is in its nature abfurd and ridiculous, as 
well a^illegal j for it makes him bargain to give away his natural rights, 
which it IS conceived a man can no more do by law , than he can bargain 
away his life 

But there is a direfl unconflitutional ufe to be made of fuch power, 
which 15 , as we have feen, that of employing it to punifli men for do- 
ing their duty even in courts of juflicc They may difoblige men m 
power bj xefufing to be pliant judges, if in the Mayors Court j or 
pliant jurors, if impannclled as jurymen at the feflions j and may Ijc 
therefore punillicd ivith ruin, in revenge for their honeft difeharge of 
the firft focial duty i which motives, as well as many others that might 
be inflanccd, though they are fuch as only wicked men could be in- 
flucncid to a\ail themfehes of, jet the power is fuch as ought not to 
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be entrufted even with, the moft juft. Nor can it be other thandmpo- 
litic in, and injurious to the very Company, if they knew their own 
true interefts, for their fervants in India to be vefted with fuch powers : 
for the natives of Bengal, who fee that no fuch violences are ever 
committed in the French or Dutch fettlements there, muft naturally en- 
tertain unfavourable notions of the Englifli government, at leaft on this 
pointy and another natural confequence IS, the'forcing of Bntifli fub- 
jedts, for the probable fecurityof at leaft fome part of their fortunes, to 
feek that protedlion among foreigners which they find they cannot en- 
joy in the Britifli fettlements. 

, Inftead, therefore, of difeouraging Britifti fubjedls from going to 
Bntifti fettlements, or driving away fuch as are already fettled there, 
the Company ftiould, by 'all means in their power, encourage and pro- 
tedl them in fuch refidence, as they would thereby accommodate a greater 
number of his Majefty’s fubjedls, to the augmentation of trade, paiti- 
cularly in the fales of Britifli commodities ^ and with the confequent 
increafe of population, an increafe of revenues muft necelfarily follow. 
But above all, a greater number of Britifli inhabitants in the fettlements 
of the Company would give them, without expence, a ftrength and 
liability which they can never ‘otherwife poflbfs. 

The gallant behaviour of the inhabitants, free merchants and fiee 
mariners, when Calcutta was loft in 1756, and retaken in 1757, may 
be mentioned as a proof of what we advance. But ftill a ftronger in- 
ftance of the fame kind was given in the year 1759, againft the Dutch ; 
when, had it not been for the fpirited and adtive behaviour of the inha- 
bitants, the Company’s military force would not have been able to cope 
with their enemies. Again, upon the rupture with Coflim Ally Khawn, 
in the year 1763, the European inhabitants of Calcutta were formed 
into four companies of militia, and properly difeiplined for the defence 
of the fettlement, while all the regular li oops were fent to a diftance 
againft the enemy. A body of gentlemen volunteers compofed of free 
merchants and free manners, under the command of Captain Henry 
Wedderburn, adlually took the field; were prefent at the taking of 
TJdwa Nulla, Mongheer, and Fatna', and during the whole campaign 
were of the moft fignal fervice in armed boats, in maintamg the com- 
mand of the fiver. Upon all thefe occafions the very exiftence of the 
Company was wholly at ftake, though in the end fortune favoured them 
with the rich acquifitions which they now pofTefs in Bengal. 

If, therefore, there be any power which, in the prefent fituation of 
their affairs, is really neceffary to the Company, it is^ the power of ef- 
fedtually controuling, or punifliing their fervants in India, for difo- 
bedience of orders, breaches of truft, or other adts of mifbehaviour, 

[T-] - . - and 
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and not this power of fcizing and tranfporting their fellow-tubJcQs at 
■wdl On the contrary, the free and full fixcrtion of the Englifh laws 
jn their fettlements, and the power of the fubjeft effeiSually to apply 
to thofc laws, when injured, would be the bed, nay perhaps is the 
only poffible check the Company can ever ha\e againft fuch mitbehaving 
fervants 

Banithment, or tranfportation, is certainly the nest degree of 
pumflimcnt to that of death}, but it is more than doubly increafed 
when made hkewife the caulc of deprivation of fortune, which, 
as we have fliewn, on the prefent lyftem of the Company s affairs, 
mud ever be the confequence of the fudden removal of a mer- 
chant from Bengal to Europe } and it is inconceivable how the Bn- 
tifli Icgillaturc could ever have given even the appearance of their 
faniflion to fo illegal an exertion of power as that by which the Com- 
pany 8 fervants now tyranruze When one law is made that is incom- 
patible with the general pnnaples of the conftitntion, a thoufond nb- 
furdities muft be confequent thereof Thus, m the inftance now be- 
fore us, among many other enormities, we fee the deputies of the 
deputies of a company of merchants exeraling in the Bntifh fettlements 
in Bengal a power of withdrawing protedion, and of inflidhng, at wdl, 
the heavieft punilhments on Britilh fubjedls} fuch as, in this happy 
country, neither the Sovereign, the Lords, nor the Commons, can fc- 
parately do, or mfliG j nor legally any power but that of the whole 
legidaturc, by an exprefs a£l for every particular purpofc, after a legal 
trial and conwfbon of the party for crimes dcferving of fuch punifli- 
ment Wc fee even foreigners left to enjoy, in a Bntifh fcttlcment, 
the privileges of fecunty in their perfons and property, from which 
Englifhmcn arc formally excluded and admitting that an Englifhmam 
had been guilty of a enmo againft this Company which could, from the 
laws ID their faiour, warrant a cnminal profccution j m fuch cafe, con- 
trary to one of the fundamental pnnciples of theEngliQi conftitution, 
he IS removed from the country in which tlic offence is fuppofed to he 
committed, even to the oppofitc fide of the globe, notw ithftanding 
there arc courts cftabliflicd in India which fhoidd be comfttent for the 
trial df all ojfencei, except high ircafon To crown all, if the parly 
thus bamfhed, or iranfportcd to England, be innocently fo opprefTcd, 
he is by fuch proceedings firft ruined, or at beft rendered incapable of 
proftcuting with cfTcfl, and then the law, as it now ftands, refers him 
to the Court of lungs Bench for jufticc againft his opprclfors 

After all, the Compitiy cannot with truth alledgc, that fuch apowxr 
IS ncceflary , or in any fliapc cfTcntial to their cxcIuGix right of trade 
f c J jren Ir dij , nor can they adduce one folid argument in fupport 

of 
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*of Aich a neceflity on any other pretence whatever. .They are defpbtic 
Sovereigns of the whole country, and in f2L&: Lords pa?'amount ov^x 
the Englifli laws dnd courts of juftice. No inhabitant of their fettle- 
ments can commit any crime to endanger the fecunty of the Company^ 
but what muft equally endanger the fafety of every individual member 
of the community, they being infeparably connected together. What 
reafon then can be alledged for the neceffity of this tyrannic power of 
hanifhing, or tranfporting perfons unaccufed judicially^ unconfronted, and- 
7Jnheard? unlefs it be a tacit acknowledgement, that the Company, with- 
out it, are incapable of governing the dominions of which, as we have 
feen, they confefs themfelves Sovereigns ? And in ,fuch cafe, what 
ftronger proof could be given of the neceflity of the moft fpeedy and 
effedtual interference of the Britifh legiflature to deftroy this' joint mo- 
nopoly of power, juftice and trade, which it can never be wife, fafe, 
or juft to fuffer being ingrofted by any fet of men whatever. 

Upon the whole, every man will acknowledge, that there ought to be 
an efficient civil power , in the Britifh fettlements in India, to prevent 
or remove "injuries and abufes, to preferve order and difcipline, to 
punifh every kind of offence, and duly to fupport the authority of go- 
vernment : all which, it is humbly conceived, might be eafily and con- 
fiftently effedled, without prejudice to private property, and vvithout 
infringements on public liberty. But arbitrary feizures of men ; fecret 
inquifitorial interrogations, under guards, of either offenders or wit- 
neftes ; fequeftered imprifonments by military force, and fudden and 
forcible tranfportations, or banifhments of meii without trial, or legal 
4Donvi(ftion of any crime, from their families, ftations, fortunes, or ptb* 
fpedts, and fometimes with the facrifice of all, are powers too deteftable 
in their natures to be fuffered any where to exift, and much left by any 
authority pretended to' be derived from the Britifli government. 

In England; and other parts of the Britifh dominions, while fo great 
a ftir has been made about the liberty of the fubjedt and the fecurity of 
private property, it is amazitig that fo little attention has been paid t'o 
thefituation of Britifh fubjedlsin Bengal, groaning, as they long have been^ 
'under the intolerable oppreffion of this enormous and unconftitutional 
power. In the mean time, it is principally to this exorbitant power, 
the exercife of which has been greatly encouraged by the Direftors in 
almoft every general letter to Bengal that we muft attribute the ini-* 

' - 1 

* In their general letters fince the year 17641 the Direflors have been uied very injudlcloufly to 
authonze their Governor and Council at Bengal, at their own difcretion, to withdraw their protec- 
tion from, or leiz'e and lend to England any perfon or perlbns who might be guilty of the Imallelc 
-contravention of their orders An authority thatinuft be highly dangerous, becaufc encouraging and 
-even tempting to the abufe of it. 

£ T 2 ] , ' menfe 
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mcnfe fortnnes which have been of late fo rapidly fqueezed from the 
natives in thofepartsj and which will continue to bnng thofe provinces 
nearer and nearer to deftmaion, if efiedual mcafures be not Ipcedily 
taken to prevent fuch violences} to enable the injured more eaOIy to 
obtain relief, and to inflifl exemplary pnniflimcnts on fuch opprefTors 
If this be not fpcedily dope, neither ie Company nor the nation can 
-have a nght knowledge of their true mterefts in Indian matters, and 
poftenty will juftly remark of this period of the eighteenth century, 
that It was then luppofed the law of the land, for Britons in India to 
be tmprifoned, bantjbci, and iran/porled bj the Enghjb Eajl India Com- 
faiy, unaccufed, and unheard in tbetr defence 


CHAT 301 

Or the REVENUES of BENGAL and its Dependencies j and of 

THE METHODS OP COLLECTING ' THEM 

T he revenues of Bengal and its dependencies anft from the rents 
paid for lands, either according to their meafurement or accord- 
ing to the produce of them, nt certam eftablifhed rates, which vary in 
different parts even of the fame province, according to its different de- 
grees of fertility While the empire remained unffiakcn, the general 
cffablifhed rate of effimation at Dcbly, for cultivated ground in Bengal, 
was three ficca rupees, or feven (billings and Cr pence per bega of 1 6,003 
fqnare feet, one with another, or about twenty (hillings per acre But 
this was not the rate of collcfling the rents in thofe provinces, where 
few lands paid according to meafurement ns (o much per begai but ge- 
nerally bj a proportion of thecrop elhmatedon the ground, and valued at 
the then market price of fuch produce. Thus ground producing rice, 
peafe, wheat, barley and other gram generally pays one half of the 
crop in winch mode feme produib make the ^rgu very valuable, as the 
lands in Bengal, from the extraordinary fertility of the foil, in raoft 
places produce tiso, and in fome even three crops of grain in the year 
Opliium and fugar-cane, which yield only one crop m the year, and 
arc only produced in particular diffnfii, yield to the land-holder at the 
rate of from feven to as high as fifteen rupees per biga but the mod 
valuable produO of all 1$ the (lirub which bears the leaf called bj the 
natives Paai, and by the Engliffi Beetle leafj which, notnithflanding 
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^ / 

in cultivation, and pays the land-holder as high as thirty-two rupees 
per bega. , ^ 

The whole of what was colledfced^, was the property of the Emperor, 
by whom the whole country (excejpting fuch parts as were affigned on 
temporary grants to the ciown penlioners, called Jagueerdars, and the 
charity-lands, allotted to leligious purpofes, by the denomination of 
Bhurmuttro, and a variety of other hard names, undei the geneial title 
^of Bazy Zemeen, which would require whole pages to explain) was al- 
lotted for the purpofe of governing, and colleding the revenues thereof, 
to fuch perfons as he pleafed, either as fuperintendants, farmers of the 
revenues, or governors, under the different ranks of Rajahs, Subahdars, 
Nazims, Nabdbs, Zemindars, &c. who, whatever they might colledt, 
were feldom molefted by any officers, from the King’s Dewan, or Re- 
ceiver General of the revenues, fo long as they regularly accounted^ for 
the fums at which their provinces were refpedivcly rated in the King’s 
books, and fatisfadtorily gratified the Dewan and other great officers of 
the court, 

T 

The Rajahs are Princes defeended from the ancient Gentoo. Kings 5 
many of whom by the indulgence of the Moguls, who always had the 
juftice or policy to ffiew particular attention to this race, have had their 
rajahffiips hereditarily continued in their families : though the Moguls 
of later years have affumed the power of creating Gentoo Rajahs, 
as Well as English Om-rahs. Several Rajahs of the 'ancient races, 
however, ftill hold 'rajahffiips among thofe lands which are now poffeffed 
by the Engliffi Company. The other renters, called Zemindars, and 
the Governors of provinces called by the different names of Subahdars, 
Nazims, or Nabobs (now moftly Mahomedans) that hold lands, are tem- 
porary farmers, who ufually hold them from year to year, though fome- 
~ times for a term of years. Thefe Rajahs, Nabobs and Zemindars, for 
fuch lands as they held, were taxed upon a general reprefentation of 
their produce, ad libitum, by the Sovereign?' who like wife ^ could, when 
he pleafed, refuirie the whole of the collections, as far as could come 
to his knowledge paying or allowing the great land-holders, or fuper- 
intendants therefrom fuch fums as he thought proper for their fubfiflence, 
and for the charges of the collections and of their refpeCtive governments. 

There are another fet of infenour renters under the government, called 
Chowdrys,' Talookdars and Etmaumdars, who are accountable for their 
rents to the before-mentioned great land-holders ? and both the greater 
and leffer renters have ufually farmed out their lands again, for a net 
fum, to men of property on the fpot, as under-farmers. Thefe laft 
are they who fet the lands to the Ryots^ or poor tenants and manufac- 
turers* 
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turcn , though the great renters do frequently keep the lands in their 
own hands, and colledl immediately from the Ryou, at their own 
■charge, by their own officers at the Cjtcbirnes, Or Offices fo called, 
cftabhffied for that purpofc in every diftnift where they are found moll: 
comcnicnt, and where, m cafes of back wardnefs in payment, ihs Ryots 
arc feverely chaftizcd 

The Ryot holds his lands by a kind of Icaie called a Pottab, fpecify- 
ing the fort, quantity and rate of his land, the rent of which is to ba 
paid at ftat^ penods 5 and thele Pottabs are irrevocable by the ancient 
eftabhffied laws of the empire, lb long as the tenant juftly paj's up his 
rents , and even m cafe of failure therein, fo tender were anaent cuf- 
toms of the hulbandman s interelf, that he could not be dilpoflcllcd of 
his lands until after a failure in his payments for twelve months 

For the purpofes of cultivation, it has been likewile ever cuftomary 
for the Nabdbs to lend the lefler land-holders, and agdiri for thofe landi- 
holders or other men of property to advance to the Ryots confiderable 
fums of money upon bond, though at a very high rate of intereft, even lb 
high as upwards of forty fer cent ^ ann to be repaid from the produce 
of the enlumg crop The fums advanced in this way, commonly known 
in Bengal by the term ‘Tagibty, are employed by the Ryot in the charges 
of cultivation, particularly in buying cattle and feed, and in making 
the neceflary relervoirs and drains, which are there very requiCte, and 
the moll expenfive preparatives Without this advance to the poor 
people, the whole bufinefi of agriculture would be at a Hand it is 
therefore evident, that the encouragement denved by the poorer fort of 
people trom public proteftion can be no where more neceflary than in 
the mtcrior parts of Bengal 

Since the fubicrlion of the Mogul empire, the lands of every diftrift 
•of courfe become the property of each icI^cQive ufurper, lb long as 
by thar own power uicy can maintain pofleffion 1 and fo long each 
ufurper deemed himfelf, and in fait was a real fovereign Thus, upon 
ihc Enghfli Eaft India Company s afliiming tbt Dncannee, wc find that 
thej alfo, in their turn, declare tbemfch cs to have become the lyauf- 
retins * of a nch and potent kingdom j of the revenues of which they 
BLcwifc declare themfehes not only the ColIeSors hut Proprietors 

• Srt * Lirrtt tion the CiiccT Couuittii « CilcvTT* to tbc Co3rl of Eait Jkpi* 
CittCTOK*, dated ike ill 0 ''cbirr I ^7 finned by t* C frr // t/,/ 4 m S^m /r 

icJ Efqfllrei { i\uTl(l^Tlc pAriRf lOj Sec 

jJfa lie rreteeJioti cJ tW StucT C«uMi7rxc it Ciici/rr*, liit September 1 6 $, 1* 
cs meed U ikt fd-cni £cljficr 


■Whea 
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When the fovereignty of the Bengal provinces was thus taken by the 
Company upon themfelves, in 1765 Mr. Sykes was appointed, by the 
Prelident ahd Seledt Committee at Calcutta, the Company’s Refident at 
the Durbar or the Nahoh\ Court at the capital of Muiihedabad, to 
adjuft the grofs revenues of the provinces, and fettle the claims of fa- 
gueerdars, as being a part of that bulinefs. This gentleman, fingle 
and without any checks, was likewife entiufled with the direction' of 
the Nabob and his officers, fuperintended the interior colledions, and 
the adminiftration of juftice in countries more extenfive and more po- 
pulous than Great Britain 5 and, as if thefe were not;- enough for the 
llngle abilities of this gentleman, the wifdom of the Seledl Committee 
farther loaded him widi the additional charge of the chieffhip of the 
Company’s fadlory at Coffimbazar, where moft of their lilk and a great 
part of their other Bengal inveftments are provided,. 

The amount of the whole revenues of Bengal and W dependencies, 
as adjufted by Mr. Sykes in. the faid year, ,17^5^, was eftimated as 
follows, viz. ' 

^ * *. 

•' lo order farther to anderftand the bufinefs of the revenues, and of the Refident at the Dunbsr, 
fee Numbers XXXVII XXXVIII. XXXIX. and XL. of the Appendix, pages 133 .to 145.. being 
copies'of four letters from Mr. Sykes to the Seleft Committee at-Calcutta, on ms adjuftments of the* 
Dezuannte Rtvcnucu 
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-Which fum of Sicci rupees, two cjocesj fixty eight lacks, twenty- 
if^yen thoufand fix hundpyl and Cxtj^o^e, and fifteen annas, taluing 
'■ the Sicca rupee, according to Mr Sylces^ at nearly two fllilhngs and 
f ewht pence halfpenny, arid making 3,6^0,676 18 5) the fum of 
I ppundfi, three millions, fix hundred iind' thirty thoufand, fix hundred 
and fevcnty-fi\ pounds ftcrling, Mr ^kes fubfenbed to, and declared 
It to be his opinion, that the wholc^vi^u^ be colleded in the year 
' 1766, without opprefiing the inhabitants The Right Honourable 
^ Lord Clive ^ikewife gave his bpihion upon tbii^patement of the Bengal 
relefiues, in his letter to the Court of Diriiftprs, dated Calcutta, the 
30th September 1765, in tpe folio, wing words 
' ' ‘ l~our revenues, by mejms of this new aegilifition (meanmg the De- 

“ wannee) will, as near asU can yui^c, not! fall fliort, for the enfuing 
" Vs^r, of 1550 lacks of jSicdT rapees, including your former poflefi- 
“ jiojjs of B(irdwiln, 6 cc Herca^e^they wjilf^at Icaft amount to 20 or 
“ 30 lacl^ angnjj i Yogr civil and 'military expenccs in time of peace 
“ can pever lexceedido lacks 'of tupees The^ ^ab6bs allowances are 
'• already redilced lio”42 lacks,' and the tnbu^e^ to the hngrs fixed at 
“ 26 bo tnag tljc^e will be reimming a clear gam to the Company 
"of taa lack^o(,S(CMiSipeci, pr^ 1,650,909 ^erling, which eV- 
fray all tl^e expm(^et^ of tie tnv^meyt^t, furmjp tie whole oj" tie Cbma 
•' trea/urtf tie aemetnds of all your other, feftlements in India, and 

“ leave a confiderable balance tn yofir treafury befdes In time of war, 
“ when tb^ country mpy ibe fiibjed\to the meurCons of bodies of cavalry, 
" we (hall, notwithftanding, bq qble to colleS a fiifficient fum,/br oui; 
“ civil and military exigenaes, andlikewifc for,our inveftmentsi be- 
“ caufeaTey nch palt of th'e ^'ng;^ and Bahir dominions arci'fituatcdj 
" to the eauward of the Ganges, where we can never be imaded 
" lybat I iave'graen you is a red, not an imaginary fate of youf revfnues, 
" and jou may Ee ajfured they wilt not fall fiort of my computation ’ 

After produang twp fiich goocC authorities, the reader will certainly 
admit, that fuch was the improveablc-ftate of the revenues in Bengal in 
the year 1765 " ' ’ 

la the contmual flufluation of the property of the country, under 
different nfiirpers, the mod fimplc mode of taxation, under manifold 
oppreffuc pretchces, has been fi> increafcd and varied, and, by the iil- 
lanj of the endlcfs frain„of accomptants, (hroffi, or money-changers, 
receuers and other officers employedjn the colleifiionf at the Cutcher- 
ncs, has in manj places became lb perplexed, as to render a thorough 



knowledge 
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knowledge of tlie prefeht reVefibes a difficult talk ; ahd from the 
prefent general ftate of the country; as well as from the particular 
cuftoms and nlethods of cBndudling this bdfirifef^, thfe haf'pies emploj^ed 
find it cafy to pradtife ever^ fpedics of extortion ahd fraud. This is 
lb much the cafe, that in liiarijr places^' afiter ^the- yedrly dtcoiiht of a 
Perguhnah Has been fettled at ariy of the' Giitclierrihs; the deted:ioH of 
its falfity, or the! proof of its truth would be a diffichlt undertaking 
even to the beft accomptant, however well acqhaihted he might be vvith' 
the lan^u^ges and cuftoms of the country. ^ 

In fadl, fevery method pradtifed iri the bufinbl^' 8f the cbllejftioh's' 
feemS to have been calcula:tdd, in eve‘ry dfepartmcntj to encourage de- 
ceit, and fcreen it from the Sovereign j for the very accounts of the 
Bengal colledtions, which are kept in the Bengal language, are, from 
eftabliftied cilftOm, kept on fmall odtavo flips of pap'er, called Fei-ds, 
and filed on a firing ; which, if' not th'afply looked after and tegularly 
aftiftradled, it is very e'aly for the Black clerks "to take off one Ferd and 
flip oh another; to fe'rye a particular phrpofe. The Ehglffli collcdfof 
can never detedl a fraud of this kind,- unlefs he cdh write and read the 
^ Bengal language, or has, what is very fare, honeft Banyans about 
him. . ' . ' 

The fame corifhfioh which has prevailed in the Dehly ^oVinces lince 
the fubveffion of the empire, has exterTded to the dofninions of every 
lifurpirig Nabob. Thus, in particular, from the ihvafibh of Nader 
Shah downwards, the independent Nabobs, or Siibahdafs of Bengal, 
have in general paid but little attention to the hereditary rights of the 
antient Rajahs, or Zemindars ; and fince the Eriglifli Eaft India Com-^ 
pany have become the Sovereigns of Bengal, I'efs ceremony has becif 
ufed with them ; many of the loweft clafs of Banyans having been put 
oVer them, or in their places, as well as in every department of the 
government. 

■ The revehues, when adjufted at Murfhbdabad^’ are" taxations ad Ubi- . 
and hitherto haVe depended entirely on the arbitrary will of the 

Englifh chief,' or chiCft; as may be alfo feeh ffOm Mr. Sykeses' Letters, 

' ' / 

I - 

* A very extraordinary inPance of* thegrdat utility, of this attainment, to the Enghih colledlors, 
came within the writer’s knowledge in the year 1766, while Samuel Middleton, Efq; was chief ofjHe 
Company’s fadlory at Patna, and fupenntendant of the revenues of the Bahar provinces, under Mur- 
ihedabad Thd Vakeel 6f one of the Zemihdars prelcnted himfdlf before the chief with fbme heavy 
complaints, as from his mafier, which related to the affairs of his country! Jn fupport of Ins com-^ 
plaiiit, he polled a letter out of his turban, and began to read the complaint in the Bengal lan^ 
guage^ very fluently, tranllating it' into Hindoflan for tHe cKief, as he went* along The writer, 
whd underftood a little of this langudge, was looking over hi^ Ihftu’der all the while, ahd difcavered 
to Mr Midoleton that there was not, in all the letter, a word whtten of what the Vakeel pretended 
to read ; \vherfeupon his fallhbocl was deteded, to his grea't fhame and coiiFuifon, 
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alreadj' quoted and thofe chiefs fo befet with harpies, who, frotn 
the highcft to the loweft, will be always interefted in deceiving them 
and endeavouring to fip their integrity, can have no guides whom they 
can depend on but their own judgments and conferences With Englifh 
colleitors another fet of men have been alfo naturally introduced,! the 
tnglifh Sircars -and Banyfins who, from the fuperior influence which 
they aflume over the rdl of the Black officers, as being Devnhu to the 
Lords of the country, mnfl: generally be firll fahsfied. Under theft 
different ranks of men, the divifions and fubdivilions are innumerable, 
all of whom, from , tbe Nalfb down to the loweft officer pf a village, 
muft have a fliare of ^what can be ftcreted from the revenues, In this, 
lituation of affairs it is obvious, that there muft be innumerable abufes 
m the department of the revenues, which will efcape the Englifli Col- 
Icflor, though a man of the greateft Integnty i of fomt of which abufes 
we will bnefly take notice in this place , , 

I At the commencement of every year, which in Bengal begins m 
AprJ, there is an eflablithed feftival, called the Poonea, which is the 
time appointed for adjufting the accounts of the revenues with the dif- 
fiaent land-holders, and confirming or revoking their leafes, according 
to their menu, or otherwife. At this feaft the different RSjahs and 
Zeminddrs either appear at MurfhedabSd in perfon, or fend meic Va- 
keels, to negotiate and fettle the fum to be eftabhfhed foe the revenues^ 
of thci- refpeiftive diftriSs for tbe enfuing year, as well as to adjuft tbe 
accounts ot that expired On theft occaCons, whether a Zcmindiri 
has been punftual or not m the payment of his rents according to the, 
terms, agreed on, the Mutfeddees never want a complaint againft him,, 
a pretext for raffing hisirentsi or a competitor to be oppof^ to him, 
for the purpofes of fecunng his confcnt to the payment of a prnato 
Nuzzeranah, or preftnt demanded! which Nuzzerinah isgencrally in- 
creafed, by the i5emmdar,an proportion as the officers, upon whom the 
generality of the Company s chiefs nrjf! depend for their information, 
agree to decreaft the turn ilipulalcd for the next years revenue! and,, 
m this Ctuation, he who agrees to tlie largclt fum of Nuzzerdnah is lett 
loofe upon the the country for the cnfuing year 

Phil ndjuftment, which in Bengal is emphatically called eie Bundebvf 
(the tying and binding) naturally affords a fine field for the cxcrcifc ofi 
the fertile genius of this race of Afiatics, inferior to rone in intrigues 
The Zemindar-, who upon this occafion generally arc in want of Targe 
films of ready cafti, as well as of fecunty to be given for the payment 
of their rents according to agreement, liavc been ufually ncceffitatcd to 
call ID the Shroffs, or bankers and money changers, to their afliffancc 
2. Jpggiit 
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Juggut Scat, the head of a Gentoo family of the Weaver tribe or'caft, 
ih the time of the Nab6b Jaflier Khawn, availed himfelf of this circuili- 
ftance, which the fuccccding times of confufion in the. empire enabled- 
him to improve, to the introduction of new ciiftoms at the Durbar, in 
the department of the revenues, and to tlie railing and enriching of 
himfelf and his family. From a very inconfidorable origin, he became 
the moll eminent banker in Hindoftan ; having his-Shops andGomaftahs 
cftabliflicd for the purpofes of drawing and remitting in all the principal 
trading towns of tlic empire. This bufinefs in India, in times of public 
fccurity, which arc not likely foon to return, was advantageous beyond' 
any thing that is known in Europe, as well from ihc per centage allowed- 
upon the bills called Hufielyvcaafi, as on the Baita,, or exchange of ru-- 
pecs. By his Gomaftahs he was regularly and well informed of all mo- 
mentous tranfaClions in every part of the empire. This introducedv 
him into the political intrigues of the Durbar at Murfliedabad, where he 
and his family, fome of \vhom ftill remain the fliadows of tlieir father’s 
grandeur, lived with the retinue and magnificence of Princes. 

By a juggle with the Nabobs and officers of the mint and'revenues,, 
this great banker intioduced a cuflom very injurious to circulation 5 
which has been ever fincc praClifcd, to- the detriment of the country; 
and Aill continues, to the fliamc of the Englifli Eafi;. India Company. 
This was the introduClion of a Batta, or agio upon the rupee called 
Sicca j which is a real coinage of ftandard filvcr according to the eflab- 
lifficd laws of the late empire. The curient rupee, fo called by the Eng— 
lifli, IS, like the pound fterling, a nominal fpecie, valued at lixteen per^ 
cent. Battalcfs than Sicca, for the convenicncy, in adjufting accounts, of 
reducing into one fpecie the innumerable forts of different rupees tvhich^ 
have been introduced in all parts fince the fubverfion of the empire. This- 
Batta was nominally fixed, fo that the new-coined Sicca rupee fhould circu— 
, late twelve months at full Batta, and then fall three per cent, under the- 
dcnomination of Hirfunsy or Siccas of various years. At the expiration of 
the fecond year, they funk again,. under) another denomination of Sunotts, 
the Batta of which was fixed at two per cent, lefs 1 fo that what was fx.- 
icen per cent, the y5)y?ycar, was thirteen per cent, the fecond, and eleven per 
cent, the third : at which laft denomination of Sunotts they remained, 
until re-coined into Siccas-, fubjed ncverthelefsj like all other rupees, to- 
fuch variations in the Batta, or agio, as the moneyrdealers could effedl, 
from, the plenty or^fcarcity of each particular fpecies ; fort it was the 
Englifli alone who,, in their own fettlements and in dealings onlyamong 
themfelves, ufed to adjufl: their accounts by the faid eftabhflied Batta of 
\b, 13,' and ii per cent. The variety of rupees introduced- in different 
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parts of the empire, is of fuch fort, that' if a nlirchant of MnrtliedahJd 
wants to purchafo goods m any adjacent provinfcc, for ready money, it is 
neceflary for him firll to pnrchdfc of the money-changers m the Baiat, 
that fort of mpee« winch will beft infw^r, or yield the lead lofs in the 
country where he intenHs to foake his purchafes j for even the Sicei 
rupees coined at the different mints of Patna, Murlhedabdd, or Calcutta, 
w hen earned out of the province m which they were coined, bear a Batta, 
or pals with a difcount. Thus the ttade in mpees has long been an ex- 
tcnfive and complicated branch of bufmefs, and the Batta, which is a mis- 
chievous inflrument in the hands of great exchange and raoneyidealcrs, 
was by the manoeuvres of this artful SbroW, or banker, at Murfhedabad, 
tendered a fond of mfinitc wealth to the family of the Seats, and remains 
yet an abnfe uncorredted by the ptefent governors of that country 

When the Zemmddra were diflrelTed for a foih' of riady mbney, dr a 
bondlinan, in order, upon an fcmergency, to fetnre their farms, Jiiggut 
Scat was idwaya ready He Itlcewife obtained the Straffing • of all the 
revenues, and upon occafion became anfwerable to the Subahdiir, or 
Nabflb, at the inftance of the Zemmdirs, for fuch particular payments 
on account of their rents as th^ fell Ihort in for which be was well 
paid by a high intereft on the lums he advanced By thefe means he 
acquired an influence at the Durbdr Iitde infenor to that of the Nab6b 
himfelf as inftances of which, he was thd chief inflrument in the 
acquiCtion of Lord Clives famous jagueerj and he amafled a fortune, 
as nis countiymcn calculate, of feven crorers of rupees, or near nine 
millions ftcrfing Such were the profits at (be Durbir j which the 
reader will be farther enabled to gucls at from the following relation of 
the praQiccs which have been introduced and followed there, more or 
Ids, ever fince 

Among the arrangements which took place upon Lord Clives alTum- 
ing (be Dtwannee, a fon of this Juggut Scat, fcarce eighteen vears old, 
was appointed the Company’s SIiroflT, and aflbciated with Mahomed 
Rezakhawn and Doolubram, the perfons mentioned in Mr Sykes s 
letters already quoted as oflicers on the part of the Company, for con- 
dufling the bufincfi of the province and the colleflion of the revenues 
But notwithflanding all his Lordfliips frecauttmt in (baft appointments 
the) did ncitlier put a flop to the irrcgulannei which had taken fo 
deep root, nor prevent thar fudden acqmfition of fonune which Ins 
Loidfliip and the Secret Comnuttec bad Ji very rmcb at heart 

* fo ctiffj bj* I'leEajrOiU DrtpJ It Uteeoaralflji; fortitr asd ibtrirron 

llrJt to £1 ftcb t* iti dUli&A ffccitt tb« rtiafe, aaa Crttle tbc epoa aU, 

tetrru to liir priv cf dedijf la order to tbc vllacU ftaodirJ, or JlrtM rwftti 
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When the term of the monthly payments agreed on becomes due, if the 
Zemindar has not liis money ready in time, as is feldom the cafe, it has 
been cuffoniary for the olliccrs of the colle<j;iions, in all parts of the pro- 
vinces under the to charge him with three and one eighth 

per 7ncnfcm intcreft upon the fum, for the time of his default in payment; 
cxclufivc of which, a dedudion is like wife made from the fum paid in, 
of from three to eight pa' cetti. under the denomination of firoffage upon 
the Cutcha Amdatty, This Cuicha Ainddnyf which literally means thegr^ 
hnpoity is the payment made by the Zemindar, conffting of the many 
various forts of rupees as they come up from the Pergiinnahs, before 
the Shroffs h a vc /;///, them by their batta, to reduce them to the net 
fum of flandard ficcas, for which the Zemindar will have credit in the 
books of the Nabob\Q,\Mc\i(ivty* Bcfidcs thefe allowances in the Bahar 
p/ovince, when the Zemindar has not been able to pay up in time his 
Hated payment, tlic Englifh Governor’s Dewan has been known, in 
imitation of the old Juggut Scat, to take upon himfelf the amount of 
the payment due from the Zemindar, giving a receipt to the Nab$b, called 
a Paati for the amount, as paid into the Englifli treafury there ; and' 
on this account the Englifli, Dewan receives from Zemindar an allow-, 
ance, called Paatioaan^ of ten per cent, upon the fum, for the ufe of 
his credit, In the mean time, if the Dewan is called upon for the 
money. Ids influence enables him cafily to raife it among the Shroffs, 
to anfwcr any prcfllng demand of the Company. Exclulive of this,, it 
has been alfcreuftomary in tjiefamc province to dedud 9ivQper centAxom 
the Zemindar’s payments, under the head of Pujfum, Dujtore, or ciijlomy * 
as a perquifitc for the under Sircars. 

In cafes of ravage, from the incurflons of an enemy, devaftations from- 
the floods occafioned by the periodical rains, fcarcity from the extra- 
ordinary drought of the feafon, or of any other public calamity, a pro-, 
portionate dedudion is made from the ftipulated rents : and this alfo 
affords a fpacious field for the exercife of Afiatic ingenuity in bribery and 
intrigue, from the Nabob, dowm to the Ryot.j 

People.are alfo frequently fent by the Englifli, or Government -mutfed^ 
dees into the Pergunnalis, under feveral different denominations ; fuch 
as Aumeensy Aujnils, &c. to examine accounts, meafure land, value the 
crop, r or to haften.and forward the, colledioUs ; - who always, receive 
very confiderable allowances from the Zemindars, the amount of which 
is. again levied upon the Ryots, or poor tenants in the diftrids they-are 
fent to, befides large fums which they - mod commonly receive for con- 
cealing their difeoveries. Here it muft be remarked, that the above- 
mentioned allowances charged, upon* the. monthly. payments, made by 
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tbe Zemindar, for the defiaencj of which he muft ftill fill up the fum 
of his ftipulated p^ment, form the charge of a compound, or aggre- 
gate fum, much greater than the (June would amount to if charg^ at 
once in a fixed fum per annum. ' 

It IS hkewife the cuftom of the conntry, for tie government to colJed 
X. fourth part, called tbe Cbout, upon the amount of moll judiaal de- 
aCons mcaufts of meum and tuum between individuals at the Cutchemes, 
but particularlj' on the amount of bond debts j and this alfo is, in the 
prefent anarchical Hate of the country, a copious field for the Banyans 
and other officers, in which they praftifc cveiy Ipecies of roguery and 
jfitngue 

But one of the greateft advantages, made by the pnncipal officers of the 
revenue, has been the lending out their money, and not unfrequently 
the Company's, as 'their dwn, upon Tagabey, as already explained, at 
the rate of 35 and 40 per cent per annum, for which they can fecurely 
repay themiehes from the firfl monies coming in on account of the rents 
We do not pretend to aflert, that any of our Enghlh coUeiaors have 
fhared in this vonetv of perquifites, though that point might have been 
worthy of the’inquiry of the late intended SupenTfbrsj yet we cannot 
exculpate them, on the charge of employirig tbe Naiib, and through 
him tbe ZemtnJirs, to take off the cotton of their very extraordmaty 
monopoly of that commodity (treated of m our 14th chapter) at in faa 
this was neither more nor left than chargmg the revenues with the pro- 
fits on the cotton, for the benefit of the owners, and to the nun of the 
countiy and manufadlurcs * ' 1 

In fhort, fo great, and fo notonous have been the advantages to be 
gathered up at tbe Durbir, that even the Banyini of junior Englifh fer- 
\aiits under the Refident, have thought it worth tncir while to pay 
twentj-fne per ren/ per annum for money to fatiify the calls of their 
marten, rather than lofc their ports, while th^ have lent the money fo 
railed, to their raafters at the curtomary intercfl of ten per cent per ann 
and fo great haic been the irregularities in the bufinefs of the colleflioni, 
that It has been a curtomary pradlice for the Zemindars to pay twenty-five 
per cent on the grols amount of their taxed rents, to particular per- 
fons of influence, for tbe loin of their names to protedt them from cx- 
nflions, or trouble at tbe Huriir, iriftances of which arc within our 
1 now ledge The writer of thefc fhects has cteti known a black col- 
Icrtor, employed by the Engliffi in the Bahir province, of his own au- 
ihoritv levy a rax of ci^ht annas (or about fifteen pence) on every vil- 
lagc m hii prouncc to indemnify himfclf for a nng which lie had lort in 
the Cutchcriy ; which though a fmall tax on each village, yet when 
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collecfled upon all the villages in the province would amount to- a very 
conhderable fum. 

In this fituation of affairs, it mufl: be obvious to the intelligent reader, 
that to thc^old abufes many new ones have been added, from the in- 
trodudlion of a new fet of haipies upon the prefen t clfange of. govern- 
ment ^ as no prudent meafuies have been yet effedlually adopted for 
the prevention of fuch abufes in the minuti$ of bufinefs. And it muff 
be equally obvious, that the encouragement fo neceffary foi agriculture 
in Bengal is at prefent lefs than ever it has been , for the merchants 
and other men of property among the natives, for want of due fecu- 
rity under this double government, dale not lend money upon Tagd- 
bey, as before, to the cultivators of the foil ; nor dare the latter receive 
it from any others than theEnglifli colledlors and Banyans, which when 
.they do, it is reludtantly ; notwithftanding it is highly worthy of the 
attention of the Governours of the country to encourage the univerfal 
lending of Tagabey^ as the beft and perhaps only method pradlicable for 
^reducing the exorbitant intereft upon the poor hufoandman. 

It muft be likewife obvious, that while fuch is the wretched flate of the 
government in Bengal, the real amount of the revenues of thofe provinces 
' .can never be precifely traced through fuch an intricate labyrinth of fraud 
and deceit : nor will it ever be effected till a complete meafurement be 
made of every diftridt, and a juft account taken of the land held by 
every Ryot. And whenever that is done, the lands paying no rents, 
held under the denominations of jagueers and charity- lands, will cut a 
moft confpicuous figure. Of this the reader may form fome notion, when 
he is informed, that during the Chiefftiip of Mr. John Johnftone in the 
, province of Burdwan alone, after an odious fcrutiny, which employed 
near feventy perfons and lafted near eight months, that gentleman disco- 
vered 568,736 begas, making nearly a fifth part of the lands of the whole 
.province, to have been alienated from the revenue, and pofiefied chiefly, 
upon -fraudulent grants, by priefts, fupcnntendents of the revenue 
and favourites; under the various titles of Bazy Zemeen, or, charity- 
lands. 

Under thefe circumftances, it may with the greateft truth be aflerted, 
that the fum received by the Company’s colledors at Murihejd^bad, after 
making all due allowances, has ever fallen greatly ihoit of' the amount 
adtually paid by the Ryots, or original cultivators of the country. This, 
whether we confider the Company as the fovereigns and proprietors of 
the revenue, as they ftile themfelvSs, or as truftees for the public, is a 
matter worthy of the regard of ftock-holders, and of the minuteft at- 
tention of this nation. But the embezzlement of the revenues of Bengal 
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nfcvfcr will be effcQually prevented^ till capital punithments are In— 
fliQcd upon embezzlers, whomfbever they may be- The blacks, by 
proper punilhments being inflidled on two or three perfons legally con- 
vifled of fuch embezzlements, would loon be awed into an. honeft 
prafticc for the prefent difhonefty of the timid natives in thofe matters 
IS perhaps more owing to the frequency of bad examples in their fuperiors, 
and to the total impunity of fuch crimes in Bengal, than to-tHo villany of 
even thofe natives who have been moll: corrupted in European fettle- 
Vnents |Such pnnifliments however os would prevent it, atlealEin fome 
degree, the Company are not, and perhaps cannot be legally impowered 
to inflifl 

The Company hate of late adopted a plan which the wnter recom*- 
inendcd to them, among other improvements in the year 1767, of lla- 
tibning their covenanted fervants to -the fupenntcndency- of the collec- 
tions at every pnncipal Zemindllry, and appointing a board of revenue 
at Mur(hedab&a. Although the onginal fprmgs of the formerflounfli- 
ing revenues in Bengal have been, of late years, fo choaked up or de- 
as not caGly to be rellorcd.) ncvertheleis by, this new nidation. 
It IS llrangc was fo long negleflcdi the Company'tvill donbtlefs 
fnakc a very confiderablc'faving in, the itVehuesi’ fo> far as relpeQs the 
prevention of frauds and abcnationsj though much wiH be ftdl want- 
ing for patting the bofinefs of the coTlci£faons upon a proper footing,, 
and particularly for preventing- the young EngTifh cohedlor from alio 
becoming the only merchant and fnpreme judge In the diflrift under 
his fupcrintend-’ncy, which, thctnfluence he acquires from fuch a -ftafion 
puts fo eafily in his power Ittvas amihakennotion among theDircElon, 
that the influence of a young fen ant, llationcd in the intcnorcountry, 
w ould be inconfiderable, and therefore Icfs pernicious than tliat of tti 
Counfcllorj foe wherever- an European is eflablifhcd in a public cha-ac— 
ter, by the authority of the Company, whether a “Writer or a Counfcllor, 
he 13 equally ftilcd by the natives the Burra SUlb, the Great Lord, or 
Governor And the fupenor clalTcs among them, even the country 
Rajah and Zcrainddrs, have as yet but a flrange conception of the 
Lnglifli government , for there have been inftances of a Kdjah a offer- 
ing one of his daughters for the Icraglio of an Englifh cbllciflor, upom 
the adjuftment of his DunJobjJ! Nothing nt the lame time can fhew 
m a llrongcr light the great influence of the Englifh, and the abicdl 
flatc of dependence to which the names are at prefent reduced, than 
an inflance of this nature, fo dircflly contrary to every tic that is hcli 
facTcd by Gentoos- 
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The oppreffions and monopolies in trade which have been intro- 
duced of late years, but particularly within the laft feven (as treated of 
in our Xlllth and XIV th chapters) have been the principal caufes of fuch 
a dccreafe in the real revenues of Bengal, as very fliortly will bp moft 
feverely felt by the Company. For the Ryots, who - are generally both 
land-holders and manufadlurcrs, by the oppreffions of gomadahs jn har- 
rafiing them for goods (as in danced in our XIV th chapter) are frequeutly 
rendered incapable of improving their lands, and even of paying their 
rents; for which, on the other hand, they are again chadifed by the 
officers of the revenue, and not unfrequcntly have by thofe harpies been 
iieceditated to fell their children in order to pay their lents, or otherwife 
obliged to dy the country"' . 

Another obdacle to the improvement of the revenues in Bengal is the 
want, to both great and little land-holders, of a fecure and permanent 
podeffion of the lands ; while tlie chawbuck and the caprice of a Governor 
are, in fadl, almoft the only laws for the decifion of right. Thus fitu- 
ated, the renter, fo far from venturing any part of his own real pro- 
perty in improving of farms which he is liable to be difpodeded of at 
any time for the benefit of others, does, on the contrary, entirely em- 
ploy himfelf in making the mod of all temporary advantages while he 
holds the lands, and cares not in what fituation he leaves them to a 
fnccefibr. 

Intermediate renters, or dealers, are every where, and in all things, 
thofe who make the greatefi: profits : and the peimitting of fo many 
ranks of fuperintendents and renters feems to have been a material 
error in the Hindoftan policy ; becaufe, for the welfare of a ftate, the 
growers and confumers of provifions cannot poffibly approach too near 
.together. 


• Bengal affords a fatal example of the confequences of a country’s being once depopulated from 
oppreflion, or violence done to the inhabitants ; fora traftof 240 miles of fea-coaft in the centre of the 
Company’s jjoffeflions, from the illand of Sundeep to the ifland Sagor, which was abandoned by the in- 
Jiabitants, on account of the ravages commi ted by the Mugg pirates about 145 years ago (and which 
have been repeated in a Icfs degree in later times) remains to this day adefert, overgrown with wood, 
has become very unhealthy, and is now known only to its prefent inhabitants, the tigers and other 
wild beafts Thofe banditti, under the King of Arracan, who by then mfcans had at that time got 
poffTeflion of Chittigong and the ifland of Sundeep, ufed to defeend upon the Bengal iflands in large 
fleets of armed boats, and jnake incurfions for anJiundred miles up the numerous nvers and creeks, 
which afforded them fliclter, plundering and burning the villages, and making flaves of the inha- 
bitan>^s. ^ This large tradl, which is extremely iertile, and was alfo formerly as remarkably po- 
pulous, is moft conveniently fituated for trade and navigation, as may be fc6n upon inlpeftion ot our 
map neverthelcfs this important field for improvement, which now only in fome places produces a 
little lalt at the rilk of the maker’s lives, has hitherto lam totally negleiled by thejCompany, whof® 
fyflem, as of late condufted, has been by no means calculated to promote the general welfare of th* 
country, pr to ^grant, like good Sovtretgnsy their effcflual proteftion to th? inhibit nts. 
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It remains to be feen, from the experience of future years, what fa- 
lutary regulations the wifdom of Courts of DircQors will enforce for the 
mauagement of this branch, and the general improvemeHt of the Bengal 
dominions a concern of the utmoft importance to the nation) and which, 
if properly attended to, we will vcntnrc to aflert, the revenues of Bengal, 
as found by Lord Clive and Mr Sykes in the year 1765, amounting, as 
by flatemcnt before given, to 3,630,676! might eauly, and wiuiout 
oppreffion to the inhabitants, have been improved by this time to_fix mil- 
lions Jlerlmgi while, hy an improper management, they have yearly 
fallen Ihort of that very flatemcnt, and will moft probably daily con- 
tinue to grow worfe, till an effedhial lyflem of reformation be eftab- 
lifhcd 


CHAP XllL 

On the late MONOPOLY of SALT, BEETLE-NUT anc£ 
TOBACCO. 

W E come now to conlider a monopoly the moll cruel in its nature,, 
and molt deftrudlive, m its confequences, to the Company s 
affairs in Bengal, of all that have of late been eftabliDicd there. 
Perhaps it Hands unparralclled. in the hillory of any goi'cmmcnt that 
ever exillcd on earth, confidcred. as a public aifl , and ne fliall be not 
left allonilhcd when we confider the men who promoted it, and the; 
reafons given by them for the eflabhlbment of fuch exclufive dealings 
in what may there be conddered as neceflaries of life. 

Whch the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive propofed returning- 
to Bengal, as Governor of the Ball India Company s fettleraentt, he 
wrote a • letter to the Court of Direflort, containing fuch Icntiments 
as were bell calculated to obtain their concurrence with the Proprietors 
in his appointment and future views. Among other things, he gave 
them his opinion, “ that it was the cncroacnracnts made upon the 
" Hah'hs frefenptroe rights, by the Governor and Council, and the 
“ reft of the fervants in Bengal trading in the articles of fait, beetle-nut 
■' and tobacco, which had greatly contnbuted to haften and bring on 
*' the troubles with the Nabob Colllm Ally Khan n That, tlier.fc re, a- 
“ the trading in fair, beetle-nut and tobacco had been one caulc of tin. 

• Etf iK Lvimat Urxcia itr JffiUir, N*XZJ fijc 145, iti-cJ Baktler Eqcof tif 3 ,iH 
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difputes* which then had fubfiftcd, his Lordfliip hoped thofe articles 
would be rcftorcd to the Nabob, and the Company's fervants abfo- 
lately forbid to trade in them, This would be ftriking at the root of 
the evil, tend to reftore that Q 3 Conomy which was fo ncceffary in 
the fervice of the Company, and ferve to prevent the fudden acqui- 
** fition of fortunes that had of late taken place, and. which, if not 
put a flop to, the Company’s affairs mufl greatly fuffer. And his 
Lordfliip promifcd, as a means to alleviate in fome meafure the dif- 
** fatisfadion that fuch reflridions upon the commercial advantages of 
** the Company’s fervants might occafion in them, f/jaf he 'would not 
** engage in any Und of trade bimjelfy but leave all commercial advan- 
tages (the Governor’s portion of which ufed to be always very con- 
fiderable) to the fervants, to be divided amongfl themfelves.” 

His Lordfliip’s reprefentations to the Diredors, and his profeflions of 
difintereftednefs produced the defired effed. He was nominated to the 
government of Bengal j and a Selcd Committee, confiding of his 
Lordfliip, Mr. William Brightwell Sumner,. Brigadier General Carnac, 
alfo Meffieurs Harry Vcrelfl and Francis Sykes, was appointed, with 
full powers to purfue whatever means tliey fliould judge mod proper, 
to attain the defirable ends of redoring and edablilliing peace and 
tranquillity in Bengal. And the orders which the Court of' Diredors 
were pleafed to give upon the fubjed of this trade, in the letter to their 
Prefidency at Bengal, which apppointed the faid Committee, dated the- 
id June 1764, were the following. 

You are hereby ordered and direded, as fbon after the receipt of 
this as may be convenient, to co7ifult the Nabob, as to the manner of 
carrying on the inland trade in fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, and the 
other articles produced and confumed in the country, which'may be- 
mod to his fatisfadion and advantage, the intered of the Company,, 
and likewife of the Company's fervants. 

** You are, therefore, to foim a proper and equitable plan for carrying^ 
on the faid trade, and traiifmit the fame to us, accompanied by fuch ex- 
“ planations, obfervations and remarks as may enable us to give our 
** fentiments and diredions thereupon in a full and explicit manner, 

“ In doing this, as before obferved, you are to have a particular re- 
gard to the interejl and entire Jatisfa5lion of the Nabob, both with re— 

** fped to his revenues and a proper fupport of his government in 
fhort, this plan mud be fettled with hts free <will and confent, and!' 
in fuch a manner as not to afford any jud grounds of complaint.” 

5 
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Tt6 grtlt advaflUgi t6 be made m Bengal from a monopoly of thcfe 
three articles 6f faltj beetle-nut and tobacco, was among the firil which 
tiie martifeUVre of the jDrto/rrtWe, taken notice of in our IVth and Vlth 
chapterSj ptefcnted to hiS Lofdlbip and his aflociate-reformers, and 
which they did nOt fail td avail themfclves of The Committee, there- 
fore, foon loft fight of the orders and intentions of the Court of Direc- 
tors, and, in donttadiQlon to his Lordlhip s moft Iblemn declarations, 
an tiniVetfal public monopoly of thofe three articles was determined 
on the profits of \VhiCh w ere to bo divided among themfclves, and fuch 
others of She Company s fcrvanu as they thought proper All the fer- 
wanis, down 10 & certain rank, were put upon the lift without afljng 
their COnCurtence, or acquainting them with the particulars of the plan. 
This, confidcring the monopoly even as n juft cftabhthmcnt, was a 
manlfiift IfyUfy tO fovCral of the junior fervants, who, from their own 
khovflkdge and induftty, gamed, m a fair way of trade, conCdcrably 
mote than the thare allotted them by this fyftcm produced Many 
wholly -difepproved the plan, as far as they were acquainted with it j 
but 4t would have been dangerous to have publicly exprefled their fentj- 
mentsi ‘Ihey avcre made to Cgn -a long indenture, amhonzmg the 
committee of Trade to cmliduift theiufineis, though they did not know 
the particulars of the plan The perfon who had fliewn any backward- 
nefs, would not only nave been deprived of his private trade, but pro- 
bably too have bCeh difmiftcd the lemce The proceedrags on this 
ocemfion of the Seleft Committee will heft Ihew the mode which was 
adopted to carty this plan into esccuuon, they were veriafm as 
follows 

■" At a Scicfl Committee, held at Fort William, the lotli Auguft 1765 
"PltEBENT 

“ Wilhatn BrightwcB Sumner, Efqi Prtfident, and 
“ "Harry Vcrelft, Elqi 

■“ Tn conformity to the Honourable Company s orders, contained m 
“ their letter of the ill June 1764, the Committee now proceed to take 
■“ under their confidcration the fubjcfl of the inland trade in the articles 
of fait, bcctlc-nut and tobacco, the fame baling frequently been dif- 
“ courfed of at former meetingJ, and Mr Sumner having lately col- 
“ IcQed the opinions of theabtent members at large on ciery circum- 
*' ftance. It IS now agreed and refolixd, That the follov ing plan for 
condufbng this craefe /liall be earned into execution, the Committee 
3 y etfccming 
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cdccming the fame ihc mofl cm refpondcnt to the Cmnpaufs orders and 
** conducive to the ends ^ohich they have in vieW) when they require that 
** the trade fl:iall be put upon fuch a footing as may appear moft cquit- 
able for the benefit of their fervants, leaft liable to produce difputes 
with the count} y govonmenfi and wherein their own interefts and that 
oj the NaUb (hall at the fame time be properly attended, to and 
confidcred. 

<< Firfi:, That the whole trade fiiall be carried on by an exclufive 
company formed for that purpofe, and confiding of all thofe who 
may be deemed judly intitlcd to a fiiare. That a proper fund fliall 
be raifed by a loan at intcreft for the fupply and fupport of the fame, 
and that it fiiall commence in the month of September enfuing, or 
as foon after as may be found mod convenient. 

adly, That the fait, beetle-nut and tobacco produced in or wi~ 
po} ted into Bengal fliall be purchafed by this eftabhflied company, and 
public advertifemeots fliall be iflued, dridly prohibiting all other 
‘‘ perfons whatfoever, who arc dependent on our government, to deal 
in thofe articles, 

'' 3dly, That application fliall be made to the NabSb to ijjue the like 
** pjohibttion to ail his ojjiccrs and fubjeSis of tlie diftrids where any 
quantity of cither -of thofe articles is manufaidurcd or produced. 

4thly, That the fait fliall be purchafed by contrad:, on the mod 
“ rcafonablc terms, giving the preference to the fadlories of Dacca,- 
** Chittigong, Burdwan and Midnipore, for the produce of their re- 
“ fpedfive didricls, to the Fowzdar of Hoogly and the other .Zemindars- 
“ for the produce of Ingelee, Tunilook, Myfadell, &c. and to fuch*- 
“ perfons as may offer the mod rcafonablc propofal for the quantity 
“ produced in the Calcutta lands. 

5thly5 That the beetle-nut and tobacco fliall, in like manner, be. 
purchafed by contrafl, under fuch terms and conditions as upon pro- 
per enquiry fliall appear to the managers io be mod conformable to 
the intered of the concerned. 

“ 6thly, That the contradors for the fait fliall agree to (deliver it at 
** certain fixed places, at a flipulated rate per one hundred maunds,^ 
comprehending fuch an advance uponLtheir corrtraSs with the^emiii- 
“ dars and Molunguees, as may be edeemed an equivalent do then 
rifk, trouble and bad debts. 

“ ythly. That as the advances will be made by the contradlqrs to the - 
" Zemindars, ^&c. at certain periods of the >feafbn, in .the ufual man— 


* Uhe poor 'labouring; people at the. falt.pant.. 
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“ ner, fo fliall the advance from the pubhc company to the contraclofi 
" be made in proportion thereto ' 

“ Sthly, That the fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, thus purchafcd by 
“ the pubhc company, fhall be tranfported to a certain number of 
" places for fale, to be there, and there only dtfpoftd of by tbcir agents j 
" and that the country merchants may then become purchafers, and 
“ again tranfoort thofe articles whither they think they have the greateft 
“ prolpefl: of profit That by this means not only tne frequent oppref- 
" fions the inhabitants of the country have ft^ered, by Luropeans having 
" permifon to traverfe to every place for the fale of thofe commodities, 
" will be put a flop toj but by thus referving to the natives and mer- 
" chants a competent fliare of the profits both in the purchafe and fale, 
“ we may hope for the good effc<3; of removing the general odium that 
“ has prevailed from our feekmg to deprive them of every part of that 
" trade ‘ 

“ gthly. That as it is apprehended fome dilliculty will anfe in Ic- 
curing the produce of the Dacca and Chittigong diftnifls, by rcafon 
“ of the property of the lands being fcatlered in a number of hands, 
“ all dependent on the government, it is agreed, that apphcation be 
“ made to the Nabdb for jierwflnnhs on tlie feieral Zemindars of thofe 
*' diftriQs, as well as thofe of Hoogly, 6cc flruaiy ordenng and rc- 
*' quiring them to contraft for all the fait that can be made on their 
“ lands, with the Engltjh alone, and forbidding the fale to any other 
“ perfon or perfons whatfoever 

" lothly. That the Honourable Company fhall either fhare in this 
“ trade as proprietors, or receive an annual doty upon it, as may ap- 
** pear to be mofl for their intereft, when confidered with their other 
•" engagements and demands at this prefidencj 

“ I ithly. That the Nab6b fhall in like manner be confidered as may 
•' be judged moft proper, cither ns a propnetor, or by an annual nuz- 
*' zerinan to be computed upon infpeibng a fiatement of his duties on 
fait in former years 

“ lathly, That the manner in which the Honourable Company and 
•' the Nabflb lliall be confidered, being onee determined, the rcmain- 
“ der of this trade fhall be dnidcd amongft the Company s fen ants 
“ arranged under certain claflcs, and each dafs to fhare a certain pro- 
" portion of the capital flock 

‘ I 3 thlj, That a committee of trade fhall be appointed to receive 
" the management of this plan and profecute the fame in all its 
•' branches, and tliat they fhall be immediately authorifed to tal e mea- 
'' fures for railing the fund at interefl, and to receive prepofals and 

“ fettle 
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fettle tlie contracts^ and further, that for their affiftance in the work 
' a perfon fliall be appointed in the quality of their fecretary and ac- 
comptant. 

The foregoing refolutions the Select Committee judge will be found 
a fufficicnt ground-worlc for commencing this trade, to be improved 
hereafter as circumftances may occur and diredt^ and it is therefore 
“ agreed, that they" be delivered over to the committee of trade as foon 
“ as they are appointed, with inflrudtions to proceed in railing the 
‘‘ money and making the contrails. 

“ The points contained in the loth, iith and 12th regulations, as 
“ their not being adjufted need be no impediment to the profecution 
of the bufinefs, fo the committee efteem them of fo much importance, 
** that the fettlement of them jfliould be delayed until the abfent mem- 
bers return to Calcutta, and they can be deliberated on at a full 
committee. Agreed, therefore, that the committee of trade be alfo, 
" advifed of this refolution, and that they lhall be hereafter infoimed 
of the diftribution which may be fettled, with any other regulations 
which may occur relative thereto for their government. 

" Mr. Sumner acquaints the Committee, that being apprifed of the 
“ intention contained in the 3d and pth regulations, he delired Mr. 
“ Sykes, when he lately went up to Murfliedabad, to apply to the Na- 
bob for the necclTary perwanahs for authoriling and facilitating this 
" trade, and that he has accordingly received from that gentleman 
perwanahs for this purpofe, being one hundred and fix in number 
the fame he now prefents to the Committee, together with feveral 
papers of* information which he has colledted, regarding the produce 
** of the different diflridts, and the conditions that fait can be con traded 
** for. 

‘‘ Ordered, That they be delivered over to the committee of trade, 

' “ for their guidance. 

Taking now into confideratlon the appointment of ihls committee 
“ of trade, the Seled Committee are of opinion, that it fliould be com- 
“ pofed of two members of their body and two gentlemen of the Council. 

Agreed therefore, that we recommend to the Council to appoint 
two of their members to be joined with two of the Committee, to 
** conftitute this board and receive charge of the plan ^ and at the fame 
“time to appoint a , proper perfon to the office of fecretary and ac- 
** -edmptant.” 

t — 

* So eafy is our Nab6b on fuch rccafionc, tbat \vc here fee 106 prants or orJers obtained bn a 
/ 'iSmple application from one of the gentlemen of the committee, 1t?efore the regulfitiOTs were adjufted. 

j y j Thus, 
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Thus far being fettled, publications were made in different Ian— 
guages, and polled up m fcveral parts of the town, of one of which the 
following IS a true copy ' ' ' 


Advertisement " The Honourable the CourtoF Direftors hav— 
" ing thought proper to fend 'out particular orders for limiting the in*- 
" land trade, in the articles of falli, bcedc-nut and tobacco, Uic fame 
“ IS now to be earned on, tn conformity to tbofe orders, by a public fo- 
" ciety of propnetorsl to be formed.' for that purpofc, and an exclullve 
'• nght to the trade of thofc articles will ’be. veiled m tin foctety, ly pn 
“ autbonty derrp'id frorti tbe^hampary and from the NaB^b all hianner 
“ of perfons dependent upon the Honourable Company s goveniraent 
“ arc hereby ftriddy prohibited from deihng m '^y relpeit, direilly 
" or indirealy, in"the articles of lalt, beetle-nut or tobactp, from the 
" date hereof, that is to fay, ‘that they"lh_all ’not entet inlp any ‘new 
“engagements, unlefs 'as dontraflpri, either for th’e purchafe dr lalc‘’oC 
“ thofc articles, with 'the' fociely of trade • 1 1 1 u 


Shortly after, another Sclefl Committee was hpld,apon t}ie fubjpdl oft 
this monopoly, of whofeproceeihngs thejfollowing’is a copy, viz 

1^1 •' t ' 1 j (! 

“At a Select Committee held at Fort William the_ i 3 th,Scp- 
“ teinber, 1765, ’ 


“j^refent, * 

" The Right Honourable Lord, Clive, EreCdent 
“ Wilham Brightwell Sumner, 

“ John Carnac, 

“ Harry Verclll, and 
“ Trancu Sykes, 


Efquires 


“ Refuming the confidcration of the plan for carrying on the inland— 
trade, in order to determine with rcipedl to the company and the* 
“ clalTcs of proprietors, the Commute are unanimoully of opinion, that 
" whatcicr furplus-monies the Company may find themfelves poffcIRd* 
“ of, after difcharging their fci-eral demands at this prefideni^, the faiT)C 
“ will be employed more to their benefit and adiantage in fupplyipg 
" largely that valuable branch of their commerce, the China trade, and 
“ in afliflmg the \ ants of their other fettlcments, and that it Will be 
“ more for their intereA to be confidcred <11 fjfnors of tbn trade, and 
“ rece-.e a LardJ re daty uJ>on it, tlan to be en^a^ed ai proprietor! in th 

‘‘JlocA^ 
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fiock. Bedowing tHerefore all due attentioii p tlie circiimftance of 
V the Company’s being at the fame time the head and mafters of our 
^' fervice, dlfd ?fow coihe into the place of the country -govef'nment 
Majeftfs royal grant of the dewarinee, it is agreed, that the ^inland ^ 
“'bade of the above articfes lhall be fuyedf to a duty to the Company, 
' aiffdr' the following rates, which are calculated according to the be /t 
judgment we can form of the value of the trade ia general, and the 
advantage which laay be expedited to accrue from it to die pro- 
prietbrs. 

‘'On thirty-five per cent, valuing the Hundred maunds at the, 
rate of ninety Arcot rtif ees^ and in confideration hereof the prefent 
“ calldry-^\xiy to be aboliihed. 

“ On beetle-nut^ ten per chit, on the prime coft. , ■ 

“ On tobacco, twhiiyfive per cent, on ditto. ^ I" 

“ By this calculation we hope ihay be produced a clear revenue to 
“ the Company of at lead one hundred thoufand pounds, fterlihg fir 
dnnunh and fhoiild, it, appear, upon further experience of the" tiadc, 
“ that the profits will admit of ah increafe in thefe rates of duties, we 
“.hereby jefolve, that a fair and impartial re prefen tati on of the fame 
“ fhall bemVade to our Honbui able Mafters, in order to. receive their 
“ diredtiohfj as if is our 'fixed debrmination to render, them all pbf- 
“ fibTe fatisfa^ibh in this pbint. , 

“ With refpedl to the proprietors it is agreed and refolved, that they 
“ fti'all be arrahged into three claHes •, that each clafs fliall be entitled 
thfb many tores in the ftock, and .that a certain capital ftock fhall 
be agreed upon, in order to afcertain the ’vafue..of each fhare, 

“ According" to this fehenie it is agreed, that clafs the fir ft fhallcon- 
fift of the governor, five fhares i the feebnd, three fhai es the gc- 
' neral, three tores; ^ ten gentlemen of the council, each two fliarcs, 

' twenty {hares ; two colonels, 'each two fhares, four fhares; in all 
thirty five fhbes'fDf the firft clafs. ^ ^ 

Tha't’ clafs fecOnd. fhall" coiifift of ^ one chaplain, "fourteen junior 
‘rn'erchahts," arid ‘three lieutenant'-cqlbhelsy in all eighteen perfons, 

“ who 'fliall'each’ be" Entitled to" one third' of a counfcllbr’s propoition, 

“ or two thifds'of a ftiarey which makes in'alf twelve fhares foi the fc- 
“"cond clafs • we mean 'al way's to include "in tHis'number fuch junior 
“ merchants as the Company have thought proper to fix in theii fer- 
“ vice, who, as, well as the fa<flors in the next clafs that may be rc- 
“ ftrained from' rifing as covenanted fervants, fhall however be entitled 
“ to^their full fiiare of the advantages of this trade. 

' " - - [ Y2 ] 
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_ “ That clafB third fhall conCIl of thirteen fafiors, four majors, four 
" firft furgeonj at the prefidcncy, two firfl furgcons at the army, ont 
" fecretary to the counal, one fub-accomptant, one Perfian tranflator, 
" and one lub crport warehoufe-keeper, in all twenty-fevcn perfons, 
" who fliall each be entitled to one fixth of a counfellor s proportion, or 
“ one third of one (hare) and which makes m all eight • (hares for the 
" third elafs 

“ It IS necelTary however to be oblervcd, that by this arrangement 
It IS intended, and it is hereby accordingly ordered, that twelve 
" (hares in this trade (hall be allotted to eighteen perfons, compofed of 
“ the firft fenior and junior merchants, lieutenant-colonel', and chaplain, 
"or chaplains 5 all exceeding that number in thefe ranks muft ftand 
*' excluded untd they can be included in it and chaplains, be they 
" more or lefs, to be reckoned only as one fenior or junior merchant 
" That eight (hares in this trade (hall in like manner always be allotted 
" to twenty-four perfons compofed of the fenior faftors, majors, fur- 
" gcons, and the three officers above fpccified ; all exceeding that 
«• number of thofe ranks ore not to (hare till they can be included, 
“ in It 

The Committee have thus fettled the arrangement of the clalTes and. 
the (hares in the (lock, but they leave to the committee of trade 
" to afeertain the amount of the capital, as they muft be the mod com-. 
" plete judges of what fund will be required 

“ That the trade may meet tnth no interruption, and for the better 
*' regulating the fame, the committee of trade may from time to time 
" form bye-laws, which having been communicated to, approved and. 
" (igned by the body of propnetors, they (the commifteej (hall be im- 
“ powered to enforce and carry into execution 

“ Tliat the books of the fociety (hall be opened the firft of cieiySep- 
“ tember, andclofed the 31ft of the following Auguft That lor the 
" prefent year all perfons who (hall from this time be deemed proprie- 
•' tors, and whofe names (hall be enrolled by the committee of trade, 
" agreeable to this fcheme of diftnbution, (hall be entitled to their pro- 
" portion of profits anCng on the trade during the courlc of the year, 
“ whether abfence or death (hould enfuej and fo in all future years, 
•' after the names of the perfons who compofc the clalTes lhall hate been. 
*' regularly enrolled 

* tfm i&c CovmUtrt i oIcqTsiIoq m ermne^at U wit tfierwt/dt aJimd asj lUi clifi wtt 
Fitie to cofi£A of jxrCnu, •( oacibuU of t Coxc catb, ntUIog la tU okt Cum ud 
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Refolved, That no perfon fliall fliare in a double caps 
“ leceive a benefit at the fame time from his rank in the fer 
‘‘ alfo from fuch employment as he may happen to enjoy. 

Ordeied, That a copy of thefe proceedings be prepared 
before the Council, that they may tranfmit the fame, with 
“ regions, to the committee of trade.” 

The reader will doubtlefs* nemafk", that among the plaujib 
alledged for the eftablijfhmettt o‘f this monppoly, it was faid 
tended as a means to pre\rent the oppieffion of the inhabitai 
countiyj to remove the general odium which had prevailed of 
lilh feeking to deprive them of every part of their trade, and 
all pofiible fatisfadlion to the Court of Diredlors, 

Extraordinary as were thofe effeds pretended tO' be expected J 
extraordinary meafurea, we (hall not be lefs aftonitbed at tl 
reafon^ which were affigned for this efiablilhment by Lord Cli 
feparate letter upon the fubjeft to the Court of Diredors. T] 
follow. 

Par. i6. The neceflity of rewarding thefupefior fervants, 
** and military, is obvious, fince the large inveftment requii 
Company makes it impofiible for individuals who perform 
“ to acquire any thing confiderable by private trade. The me 
“ gulatmg this reward have frequently employed my attention 
" the moft mature deliberation I have found none fo convenier 
or equitable as the trade in fait. If you grant a commif 
the revenues the fum will not only be large but known to 1 
“ The allowance being publicly afcertained, every man’s ] 
will at all times be the occafion of much difcourfe, envy am 
‘‘ The Great will interfere in your appointments, and nobh 
“ perpetually folicit you tm provide for the younger branche 
families.- A coramiflion upon your inveftment, whether 
provifion in Bengal, or the fales in Europe, is liable to the 
“ jedipns. But if you ^low your fervants the liberty of benefit 
•* felves by the trade in fait, the following conveniencies will r 
Par. 17. I’"'’- « An advance of four hundred thoufand or fiv 
thoufand pounds is required for carrying on the trade. If it 
^ on by your fervants, the advance and the rifk will be their, 
carried on by you, the money mufi: be advanced out of the t 
your rifk, and you will confequently have the lefs fpecie toft 
Par, 18. d'^'’* ** It is very eafy to proportion it in fuch a m. 
** your fervants fhall not gain to a larger amount than they arc 
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Par IQ 3*” “ By the bringing it to Calcutta and DacCa> and by the 
JoG of boats, by the failure of contradlors and mgny other accidents, 
• the profits mud always be pfccarious and uncertain, and conftqUently 
" tinkpown, eiccpt to the few who may take the troublfc to antcfti^atc 
“ the matter i 

Par 20 4“ ‘‘ It will be looked upon as a profit arifing from trade, 
“ and not from ihcfociets of the Company, tvbtcb might be urged, tf re- 
"f eiards aere grvert out of the rtvenliet But here _> air can ajfert, that 
‘_ 4 hu indulgence, the only equitable one jou have tb grant, is in confi- 
“ deration of the large inveftments ordeted, which, if comphed with, 
“ muft fwallow up the trade of individuals j and indeed if this indul- 
“ gcncc be properly proportioned, all thofe fervants, who by their age 
and ftanding are entitled to emoluments, would <havt no reafon to 
“(tcomjilain, even were they altogethcf cxcludedifrom every article of 
‘Mrade which can interfere With the Compiany s- inveftments ■> 

Par 23 “ It IS an erroneous opinion) thdt fait wras formerly an o^en 
■“ trade, It ever was, uffi/rorr my/? be a monopoly Some great favourite ♦, 
or favountes always had tlie whole in their own hands, for which he 
“ not only paid an annual Pefllcufli, or ackftowlddgment in money to the 
■“ Subah, but likewife gave confiderable prtfents both in money and' cu- 
" rioGties to him and to his mimftcrs But the natives can have no juft 
•“ caufe of complaint, pros ided they be fumiftied with this article mori 
" reafonably than formerly, which •un// ■certain/)' be the if the plari 
*' fent home by The Cruttctidcn be adopted with'a few amendments 
And in the -f general letter from the Seldift Committee of Calcutta to 
the Court of Direflor', dated the 50th September 1765, figned by tht 
Ri,,ht Honourable Lord Clivc, William Brightwcll Sumner, Johh Carnac, 
Harry Vcrclft and Francis Sykes, Elqulres, after a more mature conCdcra- 
tion of this bufinefs, they give their fontiments imthc following words 
Par 32 "By oonfulting oar proceedings of the loth Auguft and 
ibth September lyfiyttyou, wiUibe able to judge of the progrefs w6 
bate made in carrying ^fur orderj into ii'veeutiiii' rchtii e to the trade 

In the t»nc cf itc Nabob i/JIrtirr/r Hrfirocrwe OrttUtztt^ wai IrrcgalarljrilJomed 

ro firm ihf rxdt lo fa!: be: tFat trcrcbiTi fold kljli'l then ^ j tJ ft' tttt cbtsptr that It 
wat fr!J after ihc fPabbfkmni: by thrt CoBciIttcrof lit dost coder coofideritloo Jn 

niry I ifti of tergal O^rr //cuA/efedto fell bit fiU lor'yVr^ or^/^Rofcri fir hninJ 
/ s»t/^ act! at 1 Jtoa be ore tbti mocopoly tool, place at ooc tien the cirkct price of fitt wsi 
ft* KMtJifJuUtini Afict ibif rnooepoly ».-ai cJlabliCied fill 
axj falj in ciin»' parii ol Ejrrfjil MtwnJt sod in famf 

^tiu itf i e rtloa pjoiifltc it wu rui d lo cpA^i of tawdred txJ ff ftr tgudriJ 

' i*t/ 
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in fait, beetle-nut and tobacco. This fubjed we confidered ' with all 
the attention poffible, and regard to your intereft and the good of 
~ the fervice; We fomidt that to temove the mconvemences of a. free ' 
trade, prevent the pppreffions daily committed, fave this valuable 
** article of commerce from ruin, and diffufe the benefits refulting^ in- 
" difcriminately, among all your fervants intitled to duftucks, tt ’was-ne-' 

^ do ^eji, the whole in an exclufive Comp any d* 

The Seledt Cpmmi^ttee having formed thofe regulations for the carry- 
ing qa of t^iS| tradcj Sumner, Mr. Verelft and two other gentlemen 
of Council were- accordingly conftituted a Committee oj trade, for receiw-v 
ing charge of the plan arid managing it, on behalf of the- body of pro- 
prietors 5 with authority to correfpond with the fiibordinate fadlories,, 
and to purfue all fuch meafures as might, conformably thereto, appear 
to thern eligible- and. proper. And- the necjeflary 4d vices and orders were 
accordingly given to the fubordinates, and 'publications of prohibition 
w,erp iffued throughout the provinces. , ' 

The capital flock appointed, by the-Seled:. Cortii^^ittee'to be raifed for 
carrying on this trade, originally was current rupees a,42'2ig33v-— 5— 4^ 
or, at 26 pence pen current rupee, 262,^420.!'. flerlingj which wasdi-- 
vided into,56i'fhares of 43,000 current rupees each,£liiare, and the pro*' 
fits which, might, anfe were appointed, to be prpportionably difi:ributed~a3‘ 
follows. ‘ ' , ' . ' 

PejfoDS. ^Shares each, Tdtal Shares ' Capital Stock. 

TotheRightffon.L. Clive i 5 - 5 — 215,000 

William 'Bnghtvvell ‘Sum- ‘ , 

ner,-^ Rfquirej, - — i^q^doo - 

General Carnac - - ^ “'3- — ^29;6oo^ ' 

To ten Counfellors and' ' . ' 

two -Colonels- - - — I2- — 2? - 24' - i>03i2",ooo' 

> “ ■I,_5b5;ooo o o 

To Chaplain, fenior andl 
junior Merchants, andj' 

"Lieutenant Colonels - ' 18 * t iV - - 516,000 o o 

To' Fadlors, Majors, andj> ’ - ' 

Surgeons - - -,28' - t - qf' - - 401,333 5,4 

Igerfonsidi. •' 5'fii'Garrentrup. 2,422,333 5 4 


The farce of ufing ih'e Nabob's name was thought convenient' to be 
played, as is ufual in all dark afts of this double gbverBment.- The 

reader 
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reader will have perceived, as well in the proceedings of the Committee 
as in the foregoing EngliCh advcrtifemenr, that tbu 'Nabob, if he rauft 
be to called, is introduced as joining with the Committee, and confent- 
ing to the mm of htsJubjeSls, the poor people of the country, who could 
not, for that reafon, pretend to, or entertain even a hope of redrefs 
This Nahdb, therefore, was aflually made to ifliie orders to all the 
Zeminddrs, or hereditarj land holders of the country, to attend at Cal- 
cutta, and enter into bond, to trade With the Committee only An 
order of the Committee *, to the lame purpofe, went forth at the fame 
time and the Zemindars were forced to repair to Calcutta, and enter 
into bonds accordingly, of which orders and bonds the following arc 
copies 

Translation, from the Perfian, of the Nabdba order to one of 
the Zemindars of the country, dated the of Saficr, or the ' 
Auguft 1765 ' 

“ To the eomiftah of Luckynarain, Chowdry of the Pergunnah of 
“ Jollamootah Be it oiinERSTOOD, that a requeji has been made ^ 
" the Gaverror and the gentlemen of the Committee and Council, to this 
*' purport, “ that unul the contrails for Alt of the faid gentlemen are’ 
“ fettled, no fait fball be made, or got ready in any dillndlj that a 
“ gomiftah be lent to attend on the fatd gentlemen, and having given a 
“ bond, he may then proceed to his bufinefs, and make faltj but all the 
“ bond be given to the Governor and the gentlemen of the Committee 
and Council, they Ihould make none Therefore, this order is 
“ written, that you fend, without delay, your gomiftah to the faid 
“ gentlemen in Calcutta, and give your bond, and fettle your bufinefs; 
and then proceed to the making of Alt In cafe of any delay, it will 
not be for your good Regard this as a ftriA order ” 

Translation, from the Perfian, of an order to one of the Zemin- 
dars, under the fcal of the Committee 
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The Enghlh Soaety of 
Merchants for buying 
and felling all the Salt, 
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in the Provinces of 
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Trusty and weld beloved, Anundelal, we greet 
Whereas it has been refolved, that whatever fait fhatl be 
in the fait works of the Subahfliip of Bengal, &c. the tra 
“ fliall be referred to the Englifh Sircar and fhall not b 
with by others^ to which purpofe a Perw^nah from his 1 
the Nabob, has iffued. 

“ Therefore this order is written, that the moment it re 
“ hands you are to fend a Vakeel and a trufty Gomaftah, tl 
‘‘ come here and receive the Nabob's Perwdnah, and' a<St in 
to the fame, and fettle the trade of your fait with the goi 
“ the gentlemen.” 

Translation of one of the Mutchulcahs, or obligati 
taken from the Zemindars. 

I Jadooram, Chowdry of the Pergdnnah of Deroodum 
‘‘ diftridt of .Ingellee, agreeably to an order \Vhich has iflTued 
** Nabob to this purpofe, That I ftiould attend upon the Gei 
the Committee and Couilcil, in order to fettle my trade i 
that I (hould not deal with any other perfon do accordir 
" myfelf, and givo this writing, that, excepting the faid 
“ called "The Englijfo Society oj Merchants for buying and fel 
fait, bettle^nut and tobacco in the provinces of Bengal, j 
“ ^rijj'a, &c. I will on no account trade with any other perf 
fait to be made in the year 1173 (Bengal ftile) ; and witl 
order I will not otherwife make away with, or dilpofe of a f 
** of fait ; but whatever fait (hall be made within the depe'n 
** my Zemindary, 1 will faithfully deliver it all, without delay, 
** fociety, and I will receive the money according to the 
" which I {hall make in writing ; and I will deliver the whole 
quantity of the fait produced, and, without the leave of thei 
mittee, I will not carry to any other place, nor {ell to any < 
* fon a fingle meafure of fait. If fuch a thing fliould be prov< 
me, I Will pay to the Sircar of the faid fociety a penalty of j 
d' for every mound. In witness whereof I have written this 
of obligation. Dated the September 1765.” 

Orders of this kind were iffued to all the Rajahs ^ind Zen 
the Pergunnahs where fait was to be had j by virtue of whicb 
duce of the whole country was eng'roffed by the Committee, 
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at the rate of 75 rupees per 100 maunis, for what was fold in many 
places for upwards or 500 tntpees per 100 maunds , vthich in effed was 
making a poor inhabitant pay -at the rate of 6f rupees for a quantity of 
fait which, in ^thd common courfi of the trade, he would have bought 
for'one rupee i - 

The extraordinary fliares of the profits of this pubhc monopoly to 
which the Seled Committee gentlemen helped thenifeh cs, were not the 
only advantages they reaped from it 'From tlie regulations which they, 
in ‘ their Seled Committee, had previoufiy agreed upon, they uerefirft 
■apprized of the fudden effefls vhicli thofe regulations could not fail 6f 
produang, in raifing the pnee of (alt all over the countiy The}, there- 
fore, availed themfelves of this fore knowledge, and eftablifiied a pn- 
■vate focicty, among themfelves, for buying up as much as thej could 
of the ready-made fait, which lay dilperled in different parts Mr 
Vercl(l,|Who conduded this feparate concern, and was one of their 
Committee, under the cloke ufually alTumed on fuch extraordinary oeca- 
lions, of Its being Jer tie benefit of the Compnny s nfiatrs, was (at h|S 
own recommendation) appointed to a new and unprcccdenicd employ- 
ment, that of • Supervifor of the provinces of Burdwdn and Midnipore, 
iW here great quantities of (alt are prodneed This gave Mr Verelft an 
opportumty of aflbciating himfelf with^thejpnior Servants under him at 
Burdwin, in acontrad for dehvenng to the Committee all the fait pro- 
duced in that province, which he accordin^y did 1 as, may be feen in 
the copy of an mdenture executed with the Committee upon* this occa- 
fion, in our Appendix, N" JvLlI page 1 5 1 
, The concerned 10,100 find private fociety, jWKlch was very extenfivc 
in Its operations, were the Right Honourable Lord, Clive, Wiliam 
Bnghtwell Sumner, General John Carnac, Harry Verclll anif Francis 
Sjkcs, Efquirei, as will appear, on examining N" XEIII of our 
pend/x, page 1 c8, which is a copy of an onginal indenture of afilgn- 
ment, executed by his Lordfhip, upon felling out his own (hares in the 
pubhc and pnvate focieties , 

No means were negleded, by the gentlemen concerned in this private 
focietj, to engrofs the whole of the ready-made fait in the country 
and filch methods were fometimes taken by their agents, or gomidahs, 
as obliged the owners to part with what fait they had on hand for what- 
ever thofe agents were pleafed to offer And though, as we have 
(licwu in the XIVth chapter, the inlerefl of the country and Company 
were allcdgctlon other occafions to be greatly injured by permitting 
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European agents to refide in the inland parts of ,the country, neverthe- 
lefs, upon the prefent occafion, -thofe pretended inconveniencies were, 
overlooked ; and,i'in!Confequence of,an application from the ^Conimittee 
of Trade to the Seledt Committee, TeveraL gentlemen were, appointed 
and ftationed at the following different places, as agents for the fales of 
the Committee’s fait, beetle“nut,-and tobacco ; viz. 


‘L,. 

iu'-- 


Meffieurs Charles Bloomer,' 

, Pitt LethieuUer, - 
Hugh Baillie,^ 

, Thomas Lewis, 

William Benfley, 

John Robinfon, 

James Hargrave, 

, - ^ , Joha.Corfar, 

\ _ William Semple, . 

Abrahap Lellie,’ . 
who were fent to Backergunge and Nabobgunge to huild boats. 

The ‘ gentlemen concerned^ in the 'private fociety did not fail to 
avail themfelves of the fervicespf thefe .agentspf ,the public monopoly, 
for the difpofal of their/priyate fait.'’- In confequences of an applicatmn 
for that purpofe from the^ partners in ^the Committee of Trade below, 
to the partners in, the^Seledh Committee above, licence was eafily ob- 
tained, as may be feen, by the, following (hort -proceedings' upon the 
occafion. 


- 


at Dinagepore, 

„ D.urbunga, . 
Gualparah,^ 

. Rungpore, 

. Carangola, , 

Nabobgunge, 7 
. Chilmary, , , 

^ Silhett and Patna, 
Rajabarry, 

- befides others. 


^ 1 } 


■\ 


At a SelecTjCo'mmittee, held the pth January 1766 ’^ , , 

* Prefent, The Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident; 
William Brightwell Sumner, Efq. and 
Brigadier General Carnac. 

■ , , O t ‘j - I aisL' . .. ^ t . 

Received a letter from tthe Cornniittce of Trade,, requefilng leave^ 
“ for their agents .to difpqfe of the balances of fait belonging to private 
merchant S3 now ufi hand, which ^ they imagine will conduce to the 
‘Mnteiefi: of the' focie'ty. ,, 

‘ “ Agreed, \ye acquaint the^jComrnittee of Trade, that we giantjheir^ 
‘'fequeft,' in cdnjiderduon tJjey k him at 'will he a public benefit I' 

The' eftlinate of the.-profits ailfi’n'g upon the-firfi; yeai s 'trade of th'S 
public monopoly, which among 'other India papers was laid befoie the 
Honourable Houfe “of Commons,- in the year 1768, was greatly under- 

[ Z 2 ] 
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-lated. The real net profit* on the firft year’s flock which have beeiti 
aQually received Iw the concerned, dovyir to the month of December 
1770, cxclnCve of their fliares of large ont-ftanding debts ftfll coming; 
in, have been nearly as follow, viz 1 

PerfsB. Eltsret udi TettI jttt < aptaL 

TheRtHon Rob L Chvd i - 5 -> 5 - - flerhngti^iygi 401 

W Bnghtw Sumner, Efqi 1-3-3 - ~ ” ^^> 70 T 1° ° 

Generfl Camac - --1-3 '-3- - 12,707 10 o 

Ten Counfellors and two 

Colonels - - -12 *-2-24- • 1-01,660 4 O 

Chaplain, fenior and jn- 
nior Merchants, and 

Lieutenant Colonels -i8-J -iz - - - 50,830 2 a 

Faaon,Majors,&Do 61 ors 39 ^^ 34 ‘ 10 o 


Perfons 6t 


361 jT florUng 238,619 00 


The Court of Halt India Ditciflors tepeatedly,. and in the flrongelt 
fermi, forbade this monopoly m felt, beetle-nut and tobacco , and par- 
ticularly in their General Lettet to Bengal pci- the Lord Camden, dated 
the 19th February 1766, wherein they poutivdy' direfied their Gover- 
nor and Council to make a formal renunciation, b^ fome folemn a6t to 
be entered on their records, of all nght to trade in thofe articles j di- 
refting their faid Prefidency to tranfmit fuch renunciation in form /» the 
NabSo, in the Perfian language, with addmg thefc exprefs words 
" lybaCever government may be ejlabhjbed, or wbateven unforrfeen bccur~ 
rentes may artfe, it ts our rtfolution to prohibit, and we Jo abfoJutely for— 
" btd tbu trade m falt^ beetle-nut, and tobacco ” 

In all their fubfe^uent letters they continued to repeat this prohibi- 
tion, giving as their fentimcnts, that " fuch innovations and illegal' 
“ traffic had laid the foundation of all the bloodlhcd, maflacres andi 
*' confuCon which had happened m Bengal 

Upon receipt of tliefe repeated orders from England, tlie Right Ho- 
nourable Prefident and the Gentlemen of the Selcft Committee took 
them again into their fcrious confideration However, they did not 
proceed to abolilh the monopoly, but dctemiiiicd upon coniinning it 
lor another year; wifely mcrcafing the duties to be received upon the 
trade by the Company to fuch an amount as might cither fecurc their 
confent and approbation of the lyflcm from the magnitude of the Cim, 
or their connivance at it, fo far a- to prevent retrofpefls, from the 

difficuluei 
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dlfficultie& of refunding, and of being themfelves fo deeply involved in 
the plan. 

A5 the reafons whkii were given for this continuation of the mono- 
poly are no le(s curious than- th'ofe which were given for its original 
eftahlifli'ment,. and will beft fpeak for themfelves to the intelligent rea- 
der, we iliall give them at large from the original proceedings. 

— ✓ 

At Seledl Committee, held, the 3d September 1766. 

^ Prefin t, The Right Honourable Lord' Clive,, Prefidentf 
Brigadier General Carnac^ hid. 

Harry V’erelft, Elquire. 

After mentioning, that the Court of Direflors had recommended 
to his Lordihip, to confider of a plan for fettling the fait trade, his 
Lordfhip proceeds in- his minute as follows. “ By all their letters 
of laft year, and by feveral of this, the Diredlors ftill feemed inclined 
to wait for our reprefentation, but by their letter of the 19th Fe- 
bruary lafb, by the Lord Camden, they pofttively forbid their fervants- 
“ to have any .concern whatfoever in this trade. At that time indeed 
.‘♦'they could not have had.the leaft idea the' favourable change in tljc 

• affairs of thefe provinces, whereby the interefl of the Nabob with regard 
to fait IS no longer immediately concerned. When we firff took this 
important matter into confideration, I joined in opinion with the reft, 
“ of the Committee, that if the trade cotdd be put upon fucB a Jootmg,. 
that the Nabob Jhould receive more than had been received by any of his^ 
predeceffors,. the Company be amply confdered, the- natives become pur- 
** chafers upon terms full as reafonable as in former times ) the fervants 
might be indulged in the privilege, under fuch certain rules and refric- 
tions as would' make the trade carry with it as-^ httle as pojjible the 
odious form of a monopoly, Thefe points having been fettled, I con- 
^ finted to the plan laid down laft year ; my abfence from the Prefi- 
“ dency, the multiplicity of affairs then in. agitation,, wherein the peace- 
“ and tranquillity of the provinces, the intereft of the Company, and 
‘♦'the honour of the nation were more immediately concerned, pre- 
vented my paying that attention -I could have-wiflied to that impor- 
tant objed. Although by the acquifition of the Dewannee, the whole 
of the duties belong to the Company, and> by the diligence and zeal of 
the Members of the Committee of Trade, many ufiful reformations 
had' taken place, yet from my obfervations, when I w^as laft up the 
country, and from the heavy complaints agamjl Europeans jor the 

“ mQuop'j'y 
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“ monopoly of trade tn general, I find that the induftnous native is ftni 
“ deprived of that fliare to winch he has an undoubted and more na- 
“ tural nght , nor is it yet upon that equitable fooaog which juflue as 
“ well as humanity would incline this Committee to eftabliih ' A few 
“ necks more mufl: bring us the final refolution ofthcCogrt of Dircc- 
“ tors, in anfwcr to our dilpatchcs by the Admiral Stevens, and ifj 
" notwithftanding the prefent fituation 'of their affairs, they Ihould 
'■ think proper to repeat their orders per Lord Camden, it mil be our 
“ duty to obey them, and I am perfuaded they mil be obeyed by this 
“ Committee but if, on the contrary, upon receipt of our reprclenta- 
“ tions, they flionld change their fentiments, and approve of the regu- 
" lations we have already made, no time ffiould be loft on our part m 
“ cffabliftnng the mode for carrying on the trade in future IThe con- 
“ Jidence 'which the Direhlors have been pleafed particularly to exprefi in 
“ my endeavours to fettle, upon an equitable plan, that trade isshich bat 
" been tb fource of fo many evils, cannot but prompte my zeal for the 
“ caufe, and make me aniioufly with to fee every regulation that you 
*' may join with me m thinking neceflary to take place 

*• The Companv s duties 1 beg leave to propofe Ihould be snereafd 
*' the fen ants ftifl receive a reafonable ffiare of emolument, and the 
« terms upon which the natives arc finally to be concerned, advana 
" tageoufly fixed 

“ ift That all fait provided by the Society of Trade Ihall be Ibid at 
" Calcutta, and at other places where it is made, and no where elfc 
“ ad That the price of fait fliall not exceed two rupees per maund, 
“ or 200 for lOO maunds 

“ jd That the fait Ihall be Ibid to the natives only, who arc to 
“ tranfport it to every part of Bengal, Bahar and Orifla, and to have 
“ the whole profits arifingfrora the falc thereof, and that no Company s 
'* fervant, free merchant, or European Ihall be concerned in that article 
" direftl), nor indircflly 

“ 4th That the Calcutta and black merchants Iliall be limited to a 
'■ certain proportion of purchafe, but tbit no J 3 a/^ das, orfenants what- 
" ever belonging to any European, fliall be included or have any con- 
cern therein i 

‘‘ ylh That every endeavour be made ufe of to en'ouragc tlicfub-' 
“ Ilantial merchant either to come down in perlon to the place where 
" the fait IS provided, or to fend their agents m orJci to purchafe or 
" trinlport llicir fdt to thc'difflrrcnt pLccs of file 
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6th. That a certain price be fixed for the fale of every maund of 
falt''at every town, maiket, oi village, where the fait is fold, accord - 
mg t'o the diftance and foimer cuftom. 

“ 7th. That if fait be fold at any of the Bazars or markets for one 
cowry above the fiipulated price, the vender ihall not only forfeit all 
the fait there found in his polfeflion, but be liable to a forfeit of 
one thoiifand lupees for every htmdred maunds of fait fo fold , and the 
money fo forfeited lliall go, one half to the informer and one. half 
to the government. 

- “ 8th. 'ithat the- mimfiers at Miirfedahdd and Patna have copies fent 
“ them of thefe new regulations ^ and that they' be defined to apply to the 
Nabob to make the fame known throughout the three provinces, and 
that every Fow^ddr, &c. fee that they be.' put m execution, upon paht 
of being difmifjed from their employments. 

' 9th. This bufinefs being entirely commercial, I propofe that in the 
inftrument of agreement for next year it fhall be provided, that the 
Society of Trade be anfwerable to the Board for their condudt, that- 
the Board may either make new regulations, or amend, thofe made 
by the Society of ’Trade, as they fee fit, and tha4 ihc'afeof neceflity, 
the Select Committee fliall have power to controul the whole, < 
loth. That a dutyof 50 percent, be paid to the' Company upon all 
“ the fait provided- on their own lands,- and 50 per cent, to the- govern- 
“ ment npon all the fait provided upon the lands of the government, 
and 15 per cent.- hpon beetle : which duties will injahi be brought to 
the Company S' credit j ^ which, according to the prefent fiate of the fait 
trade will produce^the Company from 12 to 13 lacks of rupees 
“ annum, ' ' ' 


The prohibition of a free inland trade, however difagreeable to-' 
individuals, mufi; now take place, and be confined to. impofts and 
exports," and their immediate teturns, which returns Ihfall be made 
only to the prefidency, or to oiie or other of the eftablifhed fadories.' 
'The Company are Sovereigns m India: and they have declared, that’ 
the trade carried on for thefe four years paft is an ufurpation, not 
only of their prerogative, but of the privileges of the natives, and 
repugnant to the exprefs and repeated orders of the Court of Di-‘ 
rectors; The indulgence however in the trade of fait upon the footing 
I hope it will now be eftablifhed, iliould, in my opinion, obviate all 
complaints j fince it feems to be the moft equitable Modus between- 
the Company and their fervants, and at the fame time a difribution 
of natural right to the people of the country. Confidering that the 
o . 'j ' . q: ' u late 
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“ late great advantages of unlimited trade are cut off, I cannot ima* 
“ ginc the Court of Direitors w ill deny their fervants this lharc of be- 
“ nefit, as a recompencc for their care and alEftance in the manage- 
“ mcnt of the important concerns of thefc provinces On the other 
“ hand, I would have {he fervants look upon thefc emoluments as a 
“ gift from the hands of their employers, offered to them annually in 
“ reward of their fidehty ; and which will certamlv be with-held from 
“ them, r/" evfr their authority Jhould be rifled, and difcontent and ra~ 
“ parity take place of gratitude and moderation 

" His Lordfliips minute being read and maturely confidered, the 
“ regulations therein fpecified are wtammoujly aMfoved 

The capital Hock for the fecond year was divided into lixty fharcs; 
and amounted to current rupees 2,400,000, or, at 26 pence per rupee, 
260,000 pounds fterling And the profits which have aflually accrued 
upon this fccond year a capital, and been received by the proprietors 
upon their refpe£bvc fhares, down to the month of December 1770, 
exclulive of balances fhll outftonding, are os follow, viz 

On the Right Hon Lord Chves - 5 Shares - L i6,6j6 g o 

AVilham Bnghtwell Sumner, Efqi his 3 - . - - 9,993 15 o 

Brigadier General Carnac s-- - 3- - - - 9>993 15 o 

The reft of the fervants - -- -49--- - 163,231 3 o 

bo h 1991873 o o 


The reader will doubtlefs have oblervcd m the former part of this 
chapter, that an authority for eftablilhing this monopoly was pretended 
to have been received from the Nabbb, and that ins intereji, or that of 
the country government was to he properly attended to, particularly as 
expreffed in the proceedings of the loth Auguft 1763, by confidenng 
hin cither as a proprietor, or by an annual prefent, to be computed 
upon infpcifling a ftatement of his duties on fait in former years Not- 
vvitliftanding winch, in the 8lh and lotb articles agreed to in the Seleft 
Committee of the 3d September 1766. we find the NabSbs queers, 
tliroughout tile three provinces, were to be diCnifled from their cm- 
plovmciits, in cafe the) did not carry into execution the regulations 
rejehed on cy the Committee and we arc told, that the duties cUablifticd 
n[Km tins trade in the Nabob s name would, in faft, be brought to 
the credit of the Companj, as being the Srereignt in India Contra- 
diillions ofjhis nature will be frequently obferved in the courlc of thefc 
2 fhects. 
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ilieetf, as well in the proceedings of die Diiedors, as in thofe of tlieif 
fervants abroad, fince the farce of their double governriient commenced } 
for it is a difficult thing confidently to fupport a falfity, or fidion, 
through a variety of circumftances at diftercnt and -diftant periods of 
time. 

Many and various were the opprefiions exercifed in _the condudling of 
both the public and private monopolies, of which we are now treat- 
ing : to enumerate them would be a difagreeable and tedious, if not an 
endlefs talk, neverthelefs, in fupport of the truth of this afiertion, we 
will briefly mention a few circumftances. 

In the 6th and yth articles of the regulations eftabliflied by the Seledt 
Committee, in their proceedings of the 3d September 1766, it is or- 
dained, that the fait of the fecond year’s monopoly ftiould be fold at 
certain piices, to be fixed at every town or village, and that if any of 
the perfons who were purchafers of the Committee’s fait, ffiould fell any 
at thofe markets for cowry above the ftipulatedprice,^ the vender 
ftiould not only forfeit a/l the fait found in hts pojjefon there, but be 
liable to a forfeit of one tboufand rupees for every hundred maunds of 
fait fo fold I and the fait money fo forfeited ihould go, one half to the 
-informer, and one half to the government* 

In confequence of this regulation, many merchants were fined in a 
very arbitrary manner, particularly fome of the principal black mer- 
chants of Calcutta, as Sooberambyfack, Moddundutt and ^others, who 
had purchafed of the Committee-falt to a very large amount, and^ were 
accufed of having fold at above the preferibed price. The Seledt Com^ 
mittee, in the fummary way adopted by themfelves, without any judi- 
cial form, or procefs whatever, collected among thefe merchants to 
the amount of fome thoufands of pounds Which were faid to have 
been appropriated in as arbitraiy a manner to. the eredting of the Court* 
houfe, a public building in Calcutta. 

Upon 'the eftabhlhment of the private copartnerftiip, or focicty, of thO 
gentlemen of the Committee among themfelves, there Was an Armenian 
merchant, named Parfeek Arratoon, Who had about 20,000 maunds of 
fait lying in warehoufes, upon the borders of the Rungpore and Ditia*, 
gdpore provinces. The Armenian, ' fen fible, as well as the gentlemen 
of thd Comniittee, that 'the price of fait would rife, 01 dered his go* 
maftah to faften up his warehoufes, and not to fell As the retailing 
of this fait in thofe parts might hurt the. partnerftilp’s fales, it was 
thought expedient at any rate, if poffible, to get poffeffion of it. Upon 

* One of them told the \’i’tuer,^that cod rupees hadheen Ie\i*d on this occafic*. 

[ A a ] ^ ^ failure 
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failure of tVie artifices which were jJraftifed to induce the gbihiAali to 
fell It, the Armenian merchant s warchoufes were broke open, the fait 
forcibly taken out and weighed off, and a fum of money, eftimatcd to 
be the price of it, was forced upon the Armenian S gomiftah, on his 
refufing to receive it Such art the fails fworn to in the dcpofitions 
of feveral witncfics, upon an a£hon, or bill of complaiht filed ' in the 
Mayors Court of Calcutta, the 15th September lyfiy, by Parfeek Arra- 
toon, plaintifl^, againft the gomiftahs, or agents of MefiT Verclll and 
Sykes, for current rupees 60,432 And if the proceedings of the 
Mayor s Court have been tranfmitted home with the fame punilual re- 
gulanty ns formerly, there mud be fufticient proof of thefe fails among 
the records now in Leaden-hall-ftrcet 
Having laid before the reader an account of what have been the ailual , 
and rcaliM profits of the two years trade of this grand monopoly, wo 
will now endeavour to fhew, at one view, the amount of what the na- 
tives may be juftly faid to have been fleeced of m that fpace of time, 
notwithftanding the pious profeffions of the Scleil Committee, that they 
(botild be Jupphed at reafonahlj at before 

The amount of the capital dock employed 
the firft year, IS curt' rupecs?,422,333 c 4 
or, at 2S 2d per C R, fletling 262,420 o Oj 

Ditto, C R' 2^400,000 at Do 2d year - 260,000 o, o 

522,4203 

Profit, vir 

On the Rt Hon Lord Clives 

5 fliarcs, the firft year - 21.179 4 o 

Ditto, 2d year - - - 16,656 5 o 

37,835 9 o 

OnWilliam Bnglitwcll Sum- 
ner, Efquirc, his 3 fliarcs, 
thefirftyear - - 12,707 10 o 

Ditto, 2d year - ^ 9>993 if ° 

1 — — 22,701 5 o, 

OnGcncral Carnac S3 (hares, 
thefirftyear - - 12,707 10 o 

Ditto, 2d year - - 9,993 >5 o 

22,701 5 o 


Carried forward 83,237 19 o 522,420 

On 
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Brought over 83,237 ^9 

On the reft of the Company’s 

ftrvants, 45 ir ftiares, the 1. 

firft year - - 192,024 16 o 

Ditto, 49 ftiares, 2d year 163,231 5 o 

— 35J>25I5 I 


Total of the firft coft and profit for two years - -'.1 

Extraordinary duties to be paid in two years to the Nabob ^ 
tlie country government, or the JLng]iJJ:> Compajiy, which- 
foever the reader pleafes to call it, 26 Jacks, at 2s. 2d. per 
current rupee - - - 

Extraordinary charges beyond the common courfe of the . 
trade, to which the Committee was expofed from the 
employment of European agents and other caufes, efti- 
mated at leaft at 6 lacks, or - - - i 

Outftanding debts on the two years trade, which have been 
or will be recovered by the influence of x\iz' country go^ 
vernmet, eftimated, to the titne of the above calculation 
of profits, at 10 lacks, or - - ' - ' - 

Total received from the natives ^ » 

Dedudt, 

' I 

Firft coft of thofc commodities for two years 522,420 
Allowance for what the profits would have 
been in the ufual and fair way of trade, as 
pradifed when the monopoly took place at 
30 per cent. ' - - - - . . 156,726 

Duties which might have been colledled in’ the 

ufual manner on this trade, in the ftate it ' ’ 

then was, for two years : we will make a _ • 

X large allowance in the fum of - - 50,000' 

To this muft be added what was feparately ^ 
gained by the under-monopolizers j who, 
agreeably ‘ to the regulations,^ purchafed • - ' 

fait, &c. in the grofs from the Committee, 
being chiefly Banyans of the gentlemen 

/ X . •> < , - mm 

Carried forward 729, 146 
£ Aa z ] 
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719,146 


, _ Bronght over 

themfclvci, and who tranfported it to and 
retailed it in the inland country The 'net 
profits under tbu head may be juftly ‘efti- 
mated, upon fait and bcotle-nut, at leaft at 
J2 lacks* or - - — 


1,415-^13 


130,000 


(Anfing on the pubhc monopoly ' - - 

To which mnfi- be added the concerns of the Separate 
pnvate fociety, among the gentlemen of the Seleft 
Committee, already mentioned, os far only as tea 
come to pubhc Jtnowledge, viz 

One concern, as taken, notice of in the Right -Honourable 
Lord Clive s afiignment, N® XLIH in oar t^fendut, 
page 158, •- - of 497,001 IVIaunds, 

And of one other, - -40,000 


839. 146 
656.767 


Maunds, 537,091 Upon nvhich we 
.may fafely allow the gentlemen to have gained, at the 
lotveR elhmatipn, a clear profit of two current rupees 
per tnaund, making 1,074,002 rupees, at 25 2d - 116,350 

^ X 673,117 


By thisellimate, which wo hope will be allowed veryjufl by all per- 
fons acquainted with the branch of which we treat, it appears, that upon 
the trade of two years there has been to the amount of fix hundred and 
feventy-three thouftnd one hundred ond (eventcen pounds Rerling collec- 
ted for the benefit of about fixty pcrlbni, from the nativci in general, 
upon this fingle monopoly of what arc confidered there to be all ncccf- 
unes of hfe^and the moll material one is afhially fuch in all countnes) 
more than they would have paid for the fame, ted the trade continued, 
open and free to all who paid the cfiabhlhcd duties 
In a countn where the nature of commerce is lb well underflood, it 
mull be needlels to fwell this chapter, nhcady too long, witli fuch in- 
ferences, drawn from thefafls heTi laid before the public, as mull appear 
obvious to every one at tlie firft view Every merchant will agree with- 
us m one general conchiCon, that fuch a monopoly mud have been in. 

the 
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tfie higheft degree injurious to the population and manufadlurcs of the 
country ; and we will venture to alTert, that, above all others, it has 
principally contributed to that decieafe of trade, and the diftrefs under, 
which Bengal has laboured ever-finoe the pftabli£hment of this monopoly. 

We had ^almoft forgot, before we difmiffed this head of our fubje(^, 
to put the reader in pofleffion of a key for the underftanding of fuch 
^arts of the proceedings of the committees herein taken notice of, aa 
were calculated to evade the carrying into execution of the -orders of the 
Eaft India Direftors refpeding this trade. 

' Soon after the edabhfhment of the monopoly, the Right Honourable 
'Lord Clive and the gentlemen of the Committees and ^Council (appre- 
'henfive that they Hiouid not receive the approbation of the Directors of 
“die Company for this eftablifhment) entered into an indenture, or bond 
of indemnity to each other, by which they engaged, under a confideraBle 
-penalty, That ‘‘provided any order or diredljon fhould iffue or be’, made 
by the faid Court of 'Dire.dtors in England, thereby ordering and di- 
“ renting the faid exclufjve joint trade and merchandize to be dilTolved 
“ or put to an end, or that might hinder and flop the carrying on the' 
fame, or contain any thing contrary to their regulations, they, the 
faid Right Honourable Lord Clive, See. members of the Committees- 
“ and Council, fhould and w^puld, notwithftanding any fuch order or 
“ diredlion, keep up, continue and enforce, or caufe to be kept up, con- 
“ tinued and enforced, the faid cxclufive joint trade and merchandize,” 
as the reader will fee at large, by a copy of the faid original indenture 
or deed of indemnity given in our Appendix, No. XLIV. page 1 6 r . 

After confidering the farces of the Dewanne’s and the lafl; treaties withi 
the Nabobs of Bengal, the profeffions of the moft implicit obedience to 
the orders of the Court of Eaft India Diredlors, and of attention-to the 
interefts of the Nabob and the welfare of the native inhabitants, as made 
ufe of in the proceedings of dhe Secret Committees herein- mentioned^ 
and comparing thofe profeffions with the fads we have taken notice of,, 
and particularly with the farce exhibited on the \Ji OSiobet^ 1^66, in the 
Mayor’s Court of Calcutta^’as ffiewn in our Appendix N9. XLV. it muft 
appear to a fenfible mind, that the whole fyftem of the government of 
Bengal at this period was in reality no other than one continued feene of 
impofition upon tHe>public, under founding phrafes and pompous appear- 
ances 5 perhaps more ridiculous than any thing that has been held up 
under the veil of politics, and even exceeding any thing exhibited on the 
theatre of falfe religion, 

* See the Proceedings ofthe Mayor’s Court, Appendtx, page 165, upon an indenture and affidavit 
of the Right Honourable Lord Clive’s being carried, m iblcnin proceJIion to that Court to be executed, 
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ON the GeneralMODERN TRADE of the English in BENGAL-; 
on the OPPRESSIONS an'd MONOPOLIES which have been the 
Cadses of the DECLINE of TRADE, the DECREASE of the 
REVENUES, andiheprefent RUINOUS oonditiov of AFFAIRS in 

BENGAL r “ " 

il 1 It I 1 1 \ 1 

" ' '11 

W ITHOUT the reader has confidered and hear* in his mmd the 
Hate of Hindoftdn, Cnee theiubverfion of the empire, the de- 
pendency on the Enghfli Company of the prince whom they call Tie 
Grand ilogtil, the condipon of their coUeQors, whom they call The Na^ 
Jisbs of Bengal, the Ctnahon .of individuals, and the Hate of juftice m 
thofe dominions, as fet forth; particularly iniour third, fourth, fifth, 
fixth, ninth, and tenth chapters, he will he Icarcc able to conceive a 
poflibihty of the exifience of Cich cruel oppreffions and ruinous meafurcs 
jishate taken place in the Bengal provinces oflateyeprs, but particularly, 
fince “ tbe^'Engltfi Kafi India Company are become tie Sovereigns of a neb 
•' and potent kingdom andpbetr government -in Bengal a military as tnell 
“ as ctvtl government * . I 

Hating al/b, tonards the end of our eighth chapter, find fomething 
on the nature of the prefent trade of the Enghfli Company, and of the 
difference between tint and the trade of individuals and other nations 
in Bengal, we muff beg leave to refer the reader thereto, that we may 
avoid troubling him with repetions in this place i 

When the Grand Mogul, Funukhfeer, granted his firmaun for ex- 
empting the Enghfli from the payment of all duties, their trade was 
leiy inugnificant, as well as their legal poEeffions of lands, whicli, as 
wchavclcen, were by the firmaun circumfcnbed within forty begas, or 
about fftcen acres round every fiflory At that time, and alfo for 
mans years afterwards, even down to the year 1753, it was the cuftom 
for the Company in Bengal generally to provide their goods upon con- 
trails with the merchants of the country, who received a part of the 
money in advance, which were called dadrey aihancei Thefe mer- 
chants, who were knot n by the appellation of dadnt) merchants, con- 
irailed under penalties, to dcliv cr the goods, at ffated times and prices, 

• • LtTTtt frota lo» D Ctjvr tnd I e StitCT Couiiittik u> itc Coctr ef Ditic 
7c»» ltd Tririctirr lo ihf Lzttic cf MfC J.xrcxjri)i Cxat AvTitttTtc 
rAMi* fi-o 9J, ird 195, ivC 

• at 
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at the Company’s principal fcttlement, and were of courfe amenable to 
the laws of the country wlicn they or their agents were guilty of any 
irregular pradticcs. In that fituation, the detriment accruing to the go- 
vernment, from the great partiality fhewn to the Englifli in preference 
to the Mogul’s fubjci^ls, was, as hath been fliewn in another place, ^ 
comparatively inconfidcrablc : but the Mogul certainly had no concep- 
tion of the height to which that trade would be carried, on which he 
Jiad granted fo unlimited an exemption from duties. 

The preference granted to the Enghih, gave them great advantages 
Vidicn they came to deal with the weavers in the inland country, where 
the fadors and gomaftahs employed by the Company, on this change 
in the mode of providing their invert ment, were in general treated witE 
great rcfpcdl;. This influence increafcd with the power of the Enghflx* 
Company 5 fo that after the defeat of Serajah al Do\vlab,,in 17,56, that 
Nab6b was made to engage, “ that he or his officers fh'ould, on no - 
** account interfere with the gomaflahs of the Enghffi ^ but that care 
fliould be taken that their bufmefs might not be obrtirudled m any 
way.” And thefc gomaftahs fo well availed themfelves of this new 
acquired power, that after. the Company, by their fubAitutes, had made 
their firrt: Nabob, Jafficr AllyKhawn, in the year 1757, their blade 
gomaftahs in every diftridf aflumed a junfdidion which even the autho- 
rity of the Rajahs and Zemindars in the country durft not withftand. 
Inftanccs of this influence, fo detrimental to the country, are to be met 
with in every page of Mr. Vanfittart’s Narrative, 

In this fttuation of’ things, as the trade of the Company increafed, , 
and with it the inland trade of individuals alfo in a much greater pro- 
portion, thofe evils, which at firrt: were fcarcely felt, became at laft uni- 
verfal throughout the Bengal provinces : and it may with truth be now 
faid, that the whole inland trade of the country, as at prefent con^ 
dudted, and that of the Company’s inveftment for Europe in a more 
peculiar degree,, has been one continued feene of oppreffion :-the bane- 
ful effedls of which are feverely felt by every weaver and manufadlurer 
in the country, , every article produced being made a monopoly^ iixi 
which the Engliffi, with their Banyans and black gomaftahs, arbitrarily 
decide what quantities of goods each manufadturer fhall deltver, .and 1 
the prices he fhall receive for them.t 

To increafe the amount of the Company’s inveftment ^ of goods for 
Europe, beyond; what was Cent by his predeceffor, has been the conftant 
endeavour of every fucceeding Governor . of Bengal, in order -to acquire 
reputation with the Company, To obtain this increafe great ftridl- 
nefe has been„ ufed witb> , "and great . hardlhips have . been cxercifed ‘ 

ona , 



on the tninufadhirers, who arfi m general now monopolized by 'the 
Englifli Company and their fervants, as fo many Haves } which has oc* 
jaConed frequent complaints from the agents of the French and Dutch 
Companies, and thofe propofals for a participation of the weavers, of 
which we have taken notice at the coecluGon of our eighth chapter The 
fcverities pradtiled towards thefc poor people, who are generally both 
inanufaflurers and Hufbandraen, arc fcarcely to be defenbed, Ibr it fre- 
quently happens, as we have obferved In another place, that whde the 
officers of the colleifriont arc diftreffing them one way for their efla- 
blithcd rents, the peonS frOln the Company s gomiHahf, on the other 
hand, die preffing them for their goods in fuch manner, as to put it 
out of their power to pay their rents However eicufable the oppreffing 
of manufaSurers might have appeared in the Company, aj merchants, 
while the country belonged to another power, and the profit arifing 
from trade was thar only objedt in view, now, when they are become 
the Sovereigns ef Bengal, the continuation of fuch a pradhee can no 
othersVife be confidcred than hke the idcot-pradbce of killing the prolific 
hen to get her golden eggs all at once 

But tor the better underftanding of the nature of thefe oppreffions. 
It may not be improper to explain the methods of providing an tnveji- 
inert of piece goods, as condufred either by the Export-warehoufe-keeper 
and the Company s fervants at thefobordinate faSones, on the Company s 
account, or by the Englilh gentlemen in tbefcrvice of the Company, ns 
their own private ventures In either cafe, fadlors, or agents called go- 
mifiahs arc engaged at monthly ivages by the gentleman s Bnny&n j there 
being generally, on each expedition into the country, one head gomdftah. 
One mdhurcc, or clerk, and one calh-keepcr appointed, with fomc peon* 
and hircirahs i the latter being for the pufpofc of intelligence or cany mg 
letters to and fro, which, for want of regular ports, every merchant docs 
at bis own expence Thefe ftre difpatched, with a Perwinah from the 
Governor of Calcutta, or the chief of a fuboidinate to the Zemmdar of 
the diftndU where the purchafes are intended to be made; dircdling him 
not to impede their biifinefs, but to give them caery nffirtance m Ins 
power The next rtep is to purchafe a convenient fum m fuch fpccics of 
rupees in the Bazar, at the Wta current among the Shrofis, or money - 
changers, as will beft anfwerin the intended dirtiadlt of purchafe, which 
IS difpatched for the firft advances to the Weavers and afterwards, 
generally a proportion of fuch goods as it it imagined can be fold od- 
vantageoufly in the fiid dirtridls, and realized in time for the latter od- 
sances, in hill, to the weavers, arc alfo difpatched, with the Company s 
durtnclc, and configned to thclc gomartahs Upon the gomirtah s 
3 arrival 
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arrival at the aurung, or manufaduring town, he fixes upon a habitation 
wjiich he calls his Cutchcny\ to which, by his peons and hircarahs, he 
lummons the brokers, called Dallals, and Pykaas, together with the 
weavers; whom, after receipt of ilic money difpatchcd by his maftei, 
he makes to fign a bond for the delivery of a certain quantity of goods, 
at a certain time and price, and pays tlicm a part of the money in ad- 
\ancc. The afient of tlic poor weaver is tn general not deemed ne- 
cenary, for the goniafiahs, when employed on the Company’s invefi- 
ment, frequently make them fign what they plcafcj and upon the 
^^ea^crs relufing to take the money offered, it has been known they 
Iia\c had it lied in their girdles, and they have been fent away with 
a flogging. The Dallals arc brokers, who arc ufually and necefiarily 
employed by the gom'iflahs, as knowing and having accounts with all 
the weavers of the rcfpcdi\ c diflrids. 1 hey arc often as much opprefled 
as the weavers; but when fcparatcly employed they always make the 
latter pay for it. Under the Dallals, the Pykars arc an inferior fet 
of brokers, who manage the minutia: of bufinefs between the weavers 
and the Dallals, as thefe lafl do with the gomaflahs. A number of 
thefe weavers arc generally alfo regiftered in the books of the Company’s 
gomafiahs, and not permitted to work for any others; being tranf^ 
ferred from one to another as fo many (laves, fubjed to the tyranny 
and roguery of c\cry fuccccdmg gomaftah. The cloth, when made, 
is collcdcd in a warchoufc for the purpofc, called a Khattah', whcie it 
IS kept marked with the weaver’s name, till it is convenient for the 
g^omafiah to bold a as the term is, for afibrting, and fixing 

the price of each piece : on which bufinefs is employed an officer called 
the Company’s yacbciiddr, or afibrter. The roguery practifcd m this 
department is beyond imagination, but all tciminatcs in the defraud- 
ing of the poor weaver, for the prices wJiich the Company’s gomafia'fjs, 
and, in confederacy with them, the Jacheuddn's^ fix upon the goods, aVe 
in all places at lead fifteen per cent, and in fome even foity per cent. 
Icfs than the goods fo manufadured would fell lor in the public Bazar, 
or market, upon a fiee falc. The wcavei, thcrefoic, delirous of ob- ‘ 
taining the jiifl; puce of Jus labour frequently attempts to fell his doth' 
privately to others, particularly to the Dutch and Fiench gomaflahc, 
who arc always ready to leceive it. This occafions the Engl ifli Com-"' 
pany’s gomadah to fet his peons over the wcavci to watch him, and 
not unlrequently to cut Jhe piece out of .the loom when nearly finiihcd. 
With this power ana infiaencc, the gomadahs, in the mean time, are' 
never deficient in pioviding as many goods as they can on their own 

[ B b ] " account^. 
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accounts, and for the Banjrans of their Englifh employers; which thew 
either fell to the agents of foreign Companies on the fptjt, or dlfpatcni 
to Calcutta with the goods of their conftituents, under cover of the 
fame Company s duftucks j in either cafe, if there is any maket at- 
all, being furc of a profit on goods, fo pnvtdcii, of dt leaf!; ttventy per- 
cent 

In the time of the Mo^l government, and even in that of the Na- 
bdb Allaverdy Khawn, the weavers manufafhired their goods freely, 
and without oppreffion j and though there is no fuch thing at prefent. 
It was then a common pradlice for reputable families of the Tinty, or 
weaver cart, to employ their own capitals in manufadluring goods, 
which they fold freely on their own accounts There is a gentleman, 
now in England, who in the time of that Nabdb, has purchafed in the 
Dacca province in one morning eight hundred pieces of muflin at his 
own door, as brought to him. by the weavers, of their own accofd 
It was not till the time of Serajah al Dowlah that oppreffions, of the 
natures now defenbed, from the employing of gomiftabs, commenced 
with the increafing power of Ac Englith 'Company, upon their chang- 
ing the mode of providing their inveftment/ and the fame gentleman 
vvas alfo, in Scrajah al Dowlah s tune, witnefs to the fa£t of abov c feven 
hundred families of weavers, in the diflmas round Jungulbarry, at 
ohee abandoning their country and their profeffions on account of op- 
prclfions of this nature,, which were then only commenang Since 
thofe days the natives have bad no Nabflb to apply to in cafes of op- 
pretlion, but fuch as were the dependent creatures of the Englith Com- 
pany, againft \v horn they could hope for no redreXs 

With every fpcaes of monopoly, therefore, every kmd of oppreffion 
' to j^abufadlurcrs, of all denominations throughout the whole country, 
\ha5 doily iDcreafcd , infomuch that weavers, for danng to fell their 
goods, and Dallils and Fykirs, for having contnbuted to or connived 
at fuch fales, have, by tlic Company s agents, been frequently feizcd 
and imprilbncd, confined m irons, fined confidcrabic fums of money, 
flogged, and depnved, lo the mod ignomimous manner, of what they 
efieem moll valuable, ihcir cafls \Vcavers alfo; upon their inability 
to perform fuch agreements as have been forced from them by the Com- 
pany s aecntf, univerfally known in Bengal by the name of hluicbulcabs, 
nave had their goods feizcd, and fold on the fpot, to make good the 
deficiency and the winders of raw filk, called Nagaads, have been 
treated alfo with fuch injullicc, that inllanccs have been known of their 
cutting off their thumbs, to prevent llieir being forced to wind filk 

Tim 
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This lad kind of workmen were purfued with fiich rigour during Lord 
Clive's late govcjnmcnt in Bengal, fiom a zeal for increafing the Com- 
^pany’s in\cftnicnt of raw fill:, that the mod facred laws of fociety were 
atrocioufiy violated; for it was a common thing for the Company’s Tea- 
poys to be fent by force of arms to break open the houfes of the Arme- 
nian merchants cdabhflicd at Sydabad (who have, from time imme- 
morial, been largely concerned in the filk trade) and forcibly take 
tlic N^gacds from their work, and carry them away to tlie Englifi 
fadton\ 

In this fituation of the trade in Bengal, excludve of fuch articles as 
are ncccfiarily provided for the EngliHi Company’s invedment, which, 
as before obferved, is the word of all monopolies,* exclufive of what 
the Foreign Companies arc permitted to provide, in order to prevent 
clamours in Europe (for which goods however fuch Foreigners are 
obliged to pay prices much fuperior to thofc given by the Englidi Go- 
madahs) and cx'clufivc alfo of the little which the honed private mer- 
chant may be able to provide fecrctly, the whole inland trade, in almod 
every tiling clfe that the country produces, and even the trade in fome 
principal articles of foreign import, has been earned on as monopolies, 
by a few of the fuperior fervants of the Enghdi Company, with their 
Banyans and favourites ; and not only every public meafure of late 
years adopted by the government at Calcutta,' has been calculated to 
favour the cdablifliment of fuch monopolies, but even the contradiftory 
and injudicious orders of the Court of Diredtors, on fome occafions, from 
a want of local knowledge, and on others from connivance at the pro- 
ceedings of their fervants abroad, or from the date of parties in Leadeii- 
hall-drcet, have promoted fuch fliameful meafures. 

Among the monopolies thus edabliflied, two were of fuch a nature, 
that they could not have been invented more dedrudtive to the country 
than they really proved. One was that of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, 
of which we have paiticularly treated in our preceding chapter; the 
other v/as of the xotton imported by fea from Surat, which tended 
diredlly to the ruination of the callico-manufadlories, and in the man- 
ner in which it was partly carried on, to the dedrudlion like wife of the 
revenues. This was a combination among mod of the Gentlemen of 

A rematable inflarce of tins want of local knowledge was^iven before the Honourable Houlb 
of Commons, on the gch and loth of April 1767, by two Direflors of the Company, then e^anuned 
' at the bar, one of whom declared he had 'been ten years, and the other tventy tn the'Direflion* 
They had both refpediveJy held the Chatr of the Company^^and yet declared they did not know the 
Danes bad any fetclcment in Bengal, notwithftanding their town and failory of Serampocc, or Fre- 
derick- nago re, as only about ‘ten miles diftantfrem Calcutta, upon the nver Hoogly. ' 

2 ] ^ ^ <the 
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the Couniil at Calcutta, to engrofs as much as thev could of the Bi 
bay and Surat cotton The ortginal concern of tvhat was bonghi 
on this monopoly amounted to twenty-five Jacks of rupees, or upw 
of three hundred thoufand pounds (lerhng which they ditided in fli 
among themfelves The prices of cotton which in Bengal, upon 
commencement of the monopoly were at fixteen and eighteen rupees 
vtamd, of about eighty pounds weight, were foon tun up to twci 
eight and thirty rupees, but, iinlortunately for the concerned, 
crop of country cotton, fo called by the Englifli, bUt Capaas by the 
tucs of Bengal, proved at that time very plentiful; and a great quar 
of cotton was at the fame time alfo unexpeflcdly imported in a new ti 
of trade, from a diftant country down the rivers Jumna and Gan 
which greatly prgudiced the tales of the monopoUzets Two c> 
diems were therefore thought of to facilitate the fales of the cottoi 
this monopoly ; one, to employ the nominal deputy Nabdb but in 
the only man in power under the Company s fervants, Mahomed B 
Khawn, at Murlhedabld, to take and diftnbute it among the Zetr 
dits ( and the other was, by means of the fame mock authotity, 
present the importation of the cotton from the upper countries 
cordmgly a conliderablc quantitji was adtually fent from Calcutta u 
Mahomed Reza Khawn, and diflnbuted among the Zemindirs ant 
the borders of the Bahar province a new and extraordinary dut 
above thirty per cent was levied upon the cotton brought down f 
the high country I which was a mod effcQual method of preventinj 
introdudiron into the Bengal provinces 

The public monopoly next in confequcncc, as of late praflifed, 
been that of piece-goods fit for the markets of Buflbrah, Judda, Mot 
Bombay, Surat and Madrafs Of thofe goods there arc many 1 
which the Englifh Company do not deal in; fuch as, at Dacca, 
coarfer kinds of Mulmnis, called Anundy, Hyaty, SonargoungandSl 
betty , and at Cofllmbazar and Radnagorc fcvcral forts of Sarncs, ca 
Chappa, Mugga, Tempy, Tarachaundy andMuQa; alfo Soocics 
Soocy-farncs, Cutlances and TafFctics, Ac m the provifion of vvl 
ncvcribclcfs, under the fame influence, like oppreffions ate pra€life( 
for the Company s mvcflment 

Tor the ditpofal of the goods of this joint concern, another monoi 
is cflabhflied of the cxclulive right of exportation, particularly to 1 
forali, Judda and Mocha, which ufed to be the mofl profitable voya^ 
For this purpofe, the Governor and Council of Calcutta fit out (b 
generally known by the denomination of tbe fresgbi (Ip!, on which 
goods of tius joint concern arc firft fliipped, and the remainder of 


tnnr 


ON INDiA AFFAIRS. 


1.97 


tonnage is filled up on freight. The management of this concern is fin-' 
der the" direction of a Member of the Council,, who is afting-owner, 
and keeps a warehoufe for this purpofe, generally .known in Calcutta 
by the name of the freight warehoufe. When one of thefe freight- Ihips 
is fet up, no other perfons among the few that can provide goods dare 
attempt to fet up another on the fame voyage, without the permiffion 
of the Governor and Council ; nor is any perfon fuffered to load their 
goods on any other fliip for thofe markets, if fuch fliould be permitted 
to be fet up, until the loading of the freight-ihip of the Governor and 
Council be compleated. Fiequent”inftances have been known of the 
goods of private merchants, even Europeans, but particularly of thofe 
belonging to Armenians, Moguls and Gentoos, being, in. confequence 
of this monopoly, flopped on the public road, and by force carried to 
the freight-warehoufe , and the proprietors of. fuch goods have been 
obliged, contrary to their wills, 'to fee their goods fliipped on veflels 
they had not a good opinion oT, and going on voyages whofe deftina- 
tion and management were often contrary to .their own private fchemes 
of trade : in confequence of which unwarrantable proceedings^ thofe 
merchants have frequently loft their fales, have had their goods damaged, 

. left at' ports they never defigned they fliould touch at^ and have forae- 
times loft even the goods themfelves. By all- which cruel circum- 
flances there have been in Bengal many inftances of famihes of Ar- 
menians, principal traders in this branch to Perfia and_ Arabia, the for- 
mer of which may properly be called their own country, who have been 
totally ruined.. 

Among the many methods that have been put in pradtice by the Go- 
vernor and Council of Calcutta, for fecuring the monopolies of the in- 
land trade, though under various fpecious pretences of their being for 
the benefit of the Company and natives, as well as for public good, the 
following are fome of the moft remarkable. 

Merchants have been flridlly prohibited from fending Gomaflahs into 
the interior country, to purchafe or provide any goods, without a Per- 
wanah from the Governor of Calcutta. Whithout this Pefwanah, it would 
be in vain to attempt to purchafe, notwithftanding a merchant fliould 
agree to pay doable what is called the government duties j though in fadt 
fuch Perwanah, when obtained, would in general be of no fervice to 
the country merchant, without fome fpecial private protedtion, as the 
bonds called Miitchulcahs, already explained, are in* geneial taken by 
the Company’s Gomaflahs, from the Weavers and DalMs, throughout 
the whole country, . .. 
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An order of Council r^as alfo iflued, prohibiting all Enghfliraen from, 
quitting ’Calcutta, or reCding at any fubordinate faQory, or in any part 
ot the inland country, under a pretence, that they were guilty of op- 
predions towards the natives It was Cud this reftriSion was by order 
of the Court of Eaft India Direflors, and intended to preient fuch irre- 
gularities Whateier might have been the real motives for this regula- 
tion, It was admirably well calculated to favour the eftablifhment and 
continuation of monopolies, , and toprevent difcoveries of tranfadbons of 
a more pnvate nature m the inland country, where many fecrets lay 
buned However, when the • Gentlemen of the Secret Committee, 
who publifhed that order, found it convenient for their bufinefi m fait, 
beetle nut and tobacco, they did not, asiwe have fhewn in our lall chap- 
ter, heCtate to appoint and ftation, all at once, no lefs than ten Englifh 
gentlemen, as agents, in different parts of the country for the fales of 
ialt 

After the faffs herein taken notice of, relpeiaing the proceedings of 
Black Gomiftahs, it would be payii^ a ibad compliment to the natives 
of this country to fippofe, that an.Enghfh agent could ,poffibly exceed 
the Blacks in the commiflion of every Ipccies of enormity and to fup- 
pofe that Englilh indinduals 'were properly prohibited from refiding m 
the inland country of which the Englifh Company were the afting 
Sovereigns, on account of any irrcgulanues they committed, would be 
admitting abfirdities It would be admittmg that the Governors of a 
country could fancy it for the benefit of that country, that tt Ihould not 
be inhabited by their fcllow-fubjcfts It would be fuppoCng that a defpo- 
tic Sovereign, whofe power is as unlimited as he choofa to moke it, 
could not prevent the commiffion of offences, or duly chaffife the de- 
linquents for fuch, when committed even within his own dominions 
Or elfc, by maintaining the propnety ofduch an order from the Com- 
panj, or their Governor and Counaltjf Calcutta, we muff admit what 
would not be much to their honour, that they av ere totally unqualified 
for holding thofe rciiis of govenrraent which they had taken into tbcir 
hands 

But this retlnffion was no Ic& abfurd in nnotlicr point of view, for 
It put tlic knglirtiman upon a avorfc footing than foreigners in a country 
conquered by his own nation j fince the Governor and Council there- 
by deprived him of that right of loco motion which, by the law of 

Frcn ti prttlrmrfl coaconei jn criwOToftLcftnjjfttty c^ihai order a^oo thii ocesfion 
Iiltnlotcji cr liur Ir-tiffi'i-ti lo tlucfi ej^paCuoa to luJi » ffifi/'jre. See Aviiitv ric fAriti 
JtO 
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nations, they could not reftiain in the French, Dutch, Portugueze, or 
Danes, who have fettlements in Bengah 

How different the condudl of the Dutch Company ^ and what amaz- 
ing good confequences have evidently been produced by contjary mea- 
fures even at the Cape of Good Hope ! Inftead of preventing their fel- 
low- fubjedts from exifting or living in the interior country, their policy 
encourages it to the utmoft.- They have countrymen eftablifhed in thp- 
inland parts at the diftance of above fix hundred miles fiom their chief 
fettlementj where, by a well-regulated pdice, a due adminiftration 6if 
juflice, and the encouragement of agriculture, afhfted with the im- 
provemen'tSs of European artids, they have rendered their colony on 
that rocky mountain fo abundant in wine, cattle, grain, and all the 
fruits of the earth, and upon the whole fo beautiful and dourifliing, as- 
gives occafion for great comparative reproach on the Ead India Company 
of this Kingdom. 

But not content with the prohibitions and redritdions of trade 'withhi: 
the provinces -of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa, the Governor and Council 
of Calcutta, on the 1 8th May 1768', and we will fuppofe alfo by the 
authority of the Court of Directors, proceeded to publifh an '^ edidt,- 
prohibiting not only the Company’s fervants. and free merchants? but 
every other European under the Company’s protefMon, as well as all 
Armema^is and Portugueze, or fhe‘ dejcendants of Armenians and^ Portu^^ 
gueze, from carrying on any trade, diredlly or , beyond, or 

out the limits of the faid provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Onffa rrand it 
w^as therein ordained, “ that if any of the perfons defcribed diould 
“ attempt to tranfport any merchandize beyond thofe provinces, alb 
“ fuch merchandize fhould be fetzed and conjifcated, and the gomadahs 
having charge of fuch contraband trade ihould be punijhed 'with the 
utmoji feverity it being intended by the Governor and Council, ' as 
was alledged, ‘‘ that none but the natives of the country ( MuJJulmen and 
Hindoos ) foould enjoy 'the'^privilege of that trade P 

yo particularize, in a mercantile^ community,, all the grofs abdirdities- 
and the injudice of fuch an order, would be to offer aa-infult to every 
man of underdanding ; we will therefore only remark,, that this order 
-principally contributed to the producing of twO' ruinous effedts ? one, 
the prevention of extending the Company’s fales of Britidi woollens and 
other daple commodities of this kingdom, and the other, adding to 
the difcouragement of the inland importation of bullion, by leffening 
all mercantile connexions with the mei chants of the interior parts of 

*• See.this Edta at large in our Appsnpjv, No XXIX, page 80 
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An order of Council was alfo ifllicd, prohibiting all Engliflimen from 
quitting Calcutta, or refiding at any fubordinate faQoiy, or m any part 
ot the inland country, under a pretence, that they were guilty of op- 
preflions tomrds the natives it was faid this reftnihon was by order 
of the Court of Eaft India Direftors, and intended to prevent fuch irre- 
gularities Whatever might have been the real motives for this regula- 
tion, It \v as admirably well calculated to favour the eftablifliment and 
continuation of monopolies, and toprevent dilcovenes of tranfadhons of 
a more pnvatc nature in the inland country, t where many fecrets lay 
buned However, when the • Gentlemen of the Secret Committee, 
who pubhlhed that order, found it convenient for their buDnels in fait, 
beetle nut and tobacco, they did not, as We have fliewn m our lall: chap- 
ter, hcfitate to appoint and ftation, ah at once, tno lefs than ten Engliih 
gentlemen, as agents, in different parts of the country for the fales of 
ialt 

After the fafls herein taken notice of, reading the proceedings of 
Black Gomiftahs, it would be paying n ibati comphment to the natives 
of this country to fuppofe, that nniEnghfli agent could poffibly exceed 
the Blacks in the commillion of every ipecies of enormity and to fup- 
pofe that Englifh individuals 'were properly prohibited from reiiding m 
the inland country of which the Englim Company were the afting 
Sovereigns, on account of any irrcgulanues they committed, would be 
admitting abfurdities It would be admitting that the Governors of a 
country could fancy it for the benefit of that country, that it Ihould not 
be inhabited by their fcllovv-fubjcds It would be fuppofing that a defpo- 
tic Sovereign, whole power is as unlimited as he choofe to make it, 
could not prevent the comroiflion of offences, or duly chaftife the dc- 
hnquents for fuch, when committed even withm his own dominions 
Or clfc, by maintaining the propriety of-fuch an order from the Com- 
panj, or their Governor and Counal-of Calcutta, we muff; admit what 
would not be much to rlicir honour, that they averc totally unqualified 
for holding thofe reins of government which they had taken into their 
hands 

But this rcdniSiQn was no le& abford in anotlicr point .of vicwj for 
It put the LngIKhman upon a worfe footing than foreigners in a country 
conquered b) his ov n nation 1 Cncc the Goixmor and Council thcre- 
h) deprived him of that right of loco motion which, by the law of 

Frrt tl prt nrrfl »Lo coaevnri in cpineworilici'”’?™l/o*’liit vrief open ihil ocaCon 
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nations, they could not reflrain in the French, Dutch, Portugueze, or 
Danes, who have fettlcments in Bengah 

How different the condud of the Dutch Company I and what amaz- 
ing good confequcnces have evidently been produced by contrary mea- 
fures even at the Cape of Good Hope ! Inftead of pi eventing their fel- 
loW'fubjedts from cxifling or living in the interior country, their policy 
encourages it to the utnioff They have countrymen edablifhed in thp- 
inland parts at the diflancc of above fix hundred miles fiom their chief 
fettlement; where, by a well-regulated police, a due adminidration of 
juRice, and the encouragement of agriculture, affiRed with the im- 
provements of European artids, they have rendered their colony on 
that rocky mountain fo abundant in wine, cattle, grain, and all the 
fruits of the earth, and upon the whole fo beautiful and flourifliing, as 
gives occafion for great comparative reproach on the Eaft India Company 
of this Kingdom. 

But not content with the prohibitions and reftridions of trade ‘within, 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa, the Governor and Council 
of Calcutta, on the 18th May 1768, and we will fuppofe alfo by the 
authority of the Court of Dire^ors, proceeded to publifli an edift,, 
prohibiting tiot only the Company’s fervants. and fjce merchants, but 
every other European under the Company’s protection, as well as all 
Armenians and Pot tuguezCj or the defeendants of Armenians and Portu^-^ 
gueze, from carrying on any trade, dircdlly or indiredly, beyond, oi with- 
out the limits of the faid. provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa and it 
was therein ordained, “ that if any of the perfons defcribed fliould 
attempt to tranfport any merchandize beyond thofe provinces, ali 
fuch merchandize fliould be feized and conjifeatedi and the gomaftahs 
having charge of fuch contraband trade fliould be pumjloed with the 
“ utmoji feuerity f it being intended by the Governor and Council, as 
was alledged, that none but the natives of the country ( Mujjulmen and 
Hindoos ) fould enjoy the "privilege of that trade P 

T*o particularize, in a mercantile community, all the grofs abfurditieS'^ 
and the injuflice of fuch an order, would be to offer aa inful t to every 
man of underflanding ; we will therefore only remark, that this^ order 
-principally contributed to the producing of two' ruinous effedls ; one, 
the prevention of extending the Company’s fales of Britifli woollens and 
other ffaple commodities of this kingdom, and the other, adding to 
the difcou rage men t of the inland importation of bullion, by leffening 
all mercantile connedtions with the mei chants of the intenor parts of 

* See.thii at large in our Appendix, No XXIX, page 2o ' 
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HindoMn From whence the Company, or their Governor and Conn- 
ed, could derive thefc powers of tonfifeabon and punilhment, or by 
what autliority they could deprive of their natural rights, the Armenians 
and Portugueze cftabhftied in Bengal, who, as well as their forefathers, 
were natives of that country equally with the MuJJuhiin and Hindoos, 
or with what view they wanted to prevent all trade m the dommions 
bordering upon Bengal, notwithftanding the Princes of fuch adjacent 
countnes permitted, encouraged, and according to tbt ufages of tie em- 
pire, could not prevent fuch trade, it muft be hard to account for, un- 
lefs from private felfilh motives, which latter we are the more mclined 
to believe muft have been the cafe, as the veiy gentlemen who made 
this reftndlive order alfo continued their own agents and gouidftahs in 
the intcrdided diftndls 

In another place we have already obferved, that in former times it was 
cuftomary for merchants from all the inland parts of Ada, and even from 
Tartarj , to refort to Bengal with little elfe than money or bills to pur- 
chafe the commodities of thofe provinces A variety of merchants of 
different nations and religions, fuch os Cajbmeenans *, Multasys, Pa- 
tans, Sbeth, SuniaJJ)s, Poggyabt, Betteeas and many others ufed to re- 
fort to Bengal annually, in Caffeelabs, or large parties, of many thou- 
fands together (with troops of oxen for the traniport of goods) from 
different parts of Hindoftan t by which the inland importation of bullion 
into Bengal always far exceeded the whole importation by fea from 
Europe and the gulfs of Perfia and Arabia Thus, by the bad pradliccs 
of tile Company s agents and gomdftabs in the interior parts, and by 
thofe proceedings of the Company, or their Governor and Council of 
Calcutta which we have now mftanced, all thofe foreign merchants have 
been deterred from approaching the Bengal provinces, and things have 
come to fuch a pafs, that the whole of that advantageous trade is now 
turned into other channels, and probably loft to thofe countries for ever 

Indeed, as vve have before obferved, the proceedings and orders of 
the Courts of Eaft India Direflors refpefling the inland trade of Bengal, 
have, cither from the ftate of parties or from ignorance, in general bevn 
equally deftruftive of the welfare of thofe countries and the real intcrefta 
ot the Company, with thofe of their late Governors and Councils at 
Calcutta And in nothing has this been more apparent than m their 
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o'rdcrs rcfpeding the trade in fait; which trade, at any rate, has in 
general been looked upon, by mifinformed Eaft India ftock-holders, 
as deftrudtive and criminal, though the fadt is, that the abufe of 
it. only has been fuch ; for tlie fair and open pradtice of it by all men, 
ever did, and ever mufl contribute to the welfare of the country; Thus 
in their letters to Bengal, dated the 8th February 1764, and the 19th 
February 1766, the Court of Diredtors abfolutely prohibited the trade 
in fait to all Europeans whomfoever, refiding under their protedlion, 
though they fliould trade therein with paying the very utmoft duties, 
and entirely upon a footing with the natives. They likewife, at the 
fame time prohibited “ trade in all other articles that are not for export 

and impoj 

The diftridls belonging to Bengal which produce fait, are only fuch 
places as arc waflied by the influx of the tide from tlie fea, for about 
fixty miles up the rivers from the'hottom of the bay ; where it is made 
by boiling an artificial brine filtrated through prepared earth, by a pro- 
cefs very difibrent from what is pradlifed in Europe, or in the other 
parts of India. The reader may fee in the map, ftiat the lands fo 
waflied, are thofe to the fouth of Calcutta, and acrofs the bay, from 
Chittigong to Ballafore, all which, including the provinces of Midni- 
pore and Burdwan, excepting jeflbre, Roymungul and a' few other 
Pergunnahs dependent on Hoogly, arc the lands of the Company’s for- 
mer grants from the Nabobs of Bengal, poflefled before the fetting up 
of the farce of the Dewannec, Many of thofe lands produce nothing 
but fait, from which the whole of their revenue arifes ; but frorn the 
fituation of the private trade of the country, as already fliewn, as well 
as, in particular, from the flu<fluating tenor of orders iflTued at Cal- 
cutta relative to this trade, none of the natives would, at that time, 
or even fince, venture to make fait, unlefs privately concerned with, 
or protedled by fome gentleman of power and influence in the fervice 
of the Company. 

- In this fituation of the country, or indeed in any other, the wifefl; 
meafure the Company could purfue, would have been to encourage, 

without 


* In confeqiicncc of repeated orders received from the Court of Eaft India Direilors, the Governor 
and Counal of Calcutta, in February 1767, iflucd a proclamation, encouraging the natives to make 
fait, aud upon the faith of this order many of them engaged in the bufinefs, particularly m ihc 
woods; where it is made on low grounds which arc overflowed upon the nfing of the Ganges, after , 
the periodical rains In the mean time theDew.ln or head Banyan of the Governor, and the Banyans 
of fome of the other pnnapal gentlemen, who had formed a fociety, and became large purchafers of 
the Committee’s fait (although the fame lyas cxprefsly coritrary to the fourth regulation of the Com- 
mittee, of the jd September 1766) reprefented to the Commi tee, that if the new fait was permitted 
to be brought to market before their own was fold olF, they fliould be ruined by their bargain w>th 
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without reftnflion, Europeans and others, of all denominatfons, upon 
engaging to pay the eftabliflied duties, to embark in the buCnefs of 
falt-makingj as well becaufe Europeans would be more likely than the 
natives to counteraft, if poffible, the monopolizing Ipint of thb fupcrior 
ferVants of the Company, as for the fake of the confequences which muft 
naturally follow, viz the great improvement of the revenues of the fait 
pergunnahs, and the lowenng of the pnee of fo pnnCipal a necefli^ of 
life Indeed it is amazing, that a commercial body of men, like tlie Eng- 
h(h Ball India Direflors, Ihoiild in any fituation think of prohibiting the 
free exetcifc of trade, according to eftabldhed cuftom, m t commer- 
cial country, like Bengal' and particnlarly when eten the profj^ty 
of their conftituents affairs muft depend on fuch freedom Every 
prohibition of one fot of men, in favour of anotlier, ot the allowing of 
a free trade in fome articles, and laying partial reftriftions on otherSj 
muft tend to the eftabhftiment of ) milchievous monppohes j but when 
the interdi^cd per/bns arc the rulers, in a diftant countiy, of fubjeiftj 
totally dependent and made abjedlly fubfervient, the luuing of fuch 
prohibitory reftftiftions is encouraging colinfions for partial views j lb 
that the very eiyKiftation of obedience in fuch cafes beebmes not left ab- 
furd than the ifluing of fuch orders is impolitic It is mbreover, in tho 
cafes before us, peculiarly difgiyceful > for befpre the Company made 
themfelves SovereiOTs there, the wor(l or yrgakeft of the anaent black 
JVuifdr would not naic prohibited even any European in Bengal from, 
trading in any particular article, fo long as he paid the full duties, and 
conformed to tnc cuftoms of the land. It is likewife contrary to the 
fentiraents and orders of former Courts of Dirciftors i who, as we have 
llicwn in our eighth chapter, allowed of all trade in India, on payment 
of the eftabliflicd duties, and only aimed at the prevention of the abufe* 
of their firmaun duftuck j which, in fad, was all that they could have 
a right to interfere with 

«fce Cownuitfc Ib coofiroarect of lUi reprefemtuon on l^e i irfi Aogoft 1767 ihrfe n-ai ina^icr 
f fochma Jon JlTued fob odlng ih< reworjl of anjr omr made fait from ibe where Ji wa» rro- 

Ttjj wai a mdl fUcfloal method of prertoeuig the iaJti of the bcw tnade Cdt. The Wi 
nukrn called Moluagotci came opto Calcatu iq a bMjr to petjth» for liberty to remore tbdr Cde 

Iwfore ike fihYlUBj; of the nrrri lod the wrri er has feeo tbore hirobaadred of them forroond the 
f error*! palanqoeen for iba. porpofe oB the hich road «nd fainntproflrate ob ifceir faces before 
him They Here referred to r^r thoeph ibe m/ man araafl whota they compUioedi icd 

before ther coalJ cb aln ib order their fait was wafbcdBMf To fliew the power of a Gorer 
»OT » Detrio op-n fstch occsCobs the reader mofl be Inform^ that at ihu rery rftae the Valceel of 
iJ e R iih of Jerore who had come o** fviih i) c MolHOjjoees »-ai taken op fa Galcotta by the Go. 
BeTiUewJp afid feet a riifoser Jata hli owa proTiDCe imder a goard of fbldicn trhcrc ihcp kept 
UiD cadex a £oxrd uli the Dewaa s bohaefs was accompJiilicd 
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“ As to the other late prohibition of their feivants to trade in any at- 
ticles but what are for export a?id import, it is a nice diflindlioii, which 
modern Diredors -alone can’ explain ; for we aflert there is not ah article 
of trade in Bengal but what is either ’<2;; import or an export , and even 
the article of fait, now under conlideration, is in large quantities con- 
tinually imported from the Marahfah Pergunnahs about Ballafore and 
Cuttack, from! the coaft of Coromandel, and from Perlia. 

The orders of the Court of Diredors refpeding duftuchs have alfd 
been equally inconfiftent and contradidoiy. At one time they have 
ordered theuLto^ be granted to all their covenanted fervants indifcrimi- 
nately, at another they have been allowed only to thofe above the 
lank of writers 5 at this time they have ordered the free merchants to 
be indulged with them, and at that, they have direded this indulgence 
to be with-held, according to the narrow or more enlarged notions of 
the leading Diredors for the time being. 

The trade of individual^ in India muft ever be to the Company’s fpecial 
advantage, and cannot affed their exclufive trade to and from Europe, 
but advantageoufly 5 notwitKftanding fome people, in order to fcreen 
their own "monopolies, have always endeavoured to make it appear pei- 
nicious to the Company and fucH prohibitions and reftridions as we have 
juft taken notice of,, laid* on- trade m a-commercial country, are, in fad, 
no better than fo many public edids for the ruin of a people 5 all fuch 
orders therefore muft ever be evaded, or their effeds will indilputably 
prove fatal. " - - 

Among the variety- of iniquitous abufes pradifed in Bengal and the 
adjacent provinces, "to the injury bf induddu Is and great hurt of trade 
in general, we may properly rank thofe of the fpunous coinages which 
have- been made of late years both iri the gold and fiver fpecies, ex- 
prefsly contrary to law, and apparently for fraudulent purpofes. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company, are authorifed by charter and law to 
coin, the" money of the countries bf Jndia m w:hich they have rherr prin- 
cipal fettlements, with the permillion howevei of the governing PnnceS 
of 'thofe countries, and provided that fuch coinages be made equal in 
weight and finenefs to‘ the ftandards of the refpedive ftates. 

There are, in the different part of India, 'a variety of kinds of gold 
and lilvei money,' which only pafs in'general'currency by "their refpec- 
trve intrinfc values. <The ftandard coinages India ate called Siccas : 
and whether fiver rupees, or gold ones, called Mohurs, all are efi- 
mated according to their inti inf c goodnefs, m propoition to their 
comparative Value of gold with fiver. The Battas, on the exchange 
of ■ fich coins, are made inf rnments of great abnfe in the hands of 
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thc Shroffs, or money-dealers of all Linds, as hath been fliewn imm- 
other place 

The gold mohiirs which were lATucd at Calcutta m the year 1765, un- 
der the auipices Lord Clive and his Scledl Committee, were, by thar 
order, made to pafs m value at fourteen ficcas, or about fixteen current 
rupees and one quarter, but their circulation at that rate could never 
be made general j fo that they occafioned great embarraflinents and, 
of courfe, frequent heavy Ioffes The comparauve value of gold by 
fiber, above the eflablffhod medium, m thefe gold mdhurs of the Cal- 
cutta mint, was faid to have been originally raffed only fix per cent and 
two per cent more was added for comage-charges 

The iffuing of them, however, proved the fource of great evils, and 
was very injurious to the Company and the pubhc,. though made pro- 
portionably advantageous to jobbers This over-raung of the value of 
gold foon conthbuted fo cffeffually to the draining of thofc provinces 
of Clver, that the Diredtors in England were, under date of the jd 
February 1768, informed from -the Governor and Council at Calcutta, 
that It was then difficult to procure filver at that preCdency, m exchange 
even for an hundred gold mdhurs And under date of the xad of the 
fame month, it was eameftly recommended to them, from the faidquarr 
ter, '* to confider of fome other means- of fiipplying Chma with ffiver, 
“ than, from Bengal ’ 

Gold mdhurs, at the fame time, for want of Clver rupees, were by uht- 
avoidablc neceffity fent from Bcngffi to Madrals, to anfwer the moHjircf-, 
Cng cxigenacs of that fealement, though it, was feen that. a, very heavy 
lofs would attend fuch. remittances! and by the fame advices the Direc- 
tors were farther informed, that the J06 at Madrafs on fiich remittances 
of the gold mdhilrs from Bengal, liad been thirteen fer cent as filver 
rupees would to that degree have better anfwcrcd 
The Governor and Council of Calcuttalikcwifc acknowledge, in theif 
faid oducci to the Direflors, that they had been 
in their MOWS of cftabliffiing a gold currency, as tetti>,afl their tnflu- 
e-re, it would not pafs in any of the proiinces, “ fo wedded were the 
natives to the particular fpcae they had been accuffomed to. ’ But 
they might haie fiud, with more truth, that the people were icife 
r~eugh n t tefujfer themfehej to he cheated tr fo grojs a manner 

Private odviccs of a later date have mcntioncJ, tliat a great trade 
had been carried on in Calcutta in difcounting gold mohurs, at eleven 
percent atleaftj which was pnnopallj earned on hy the Barydnt 0^1 
fume of the Engliffi gentlemen high in office, by means of thecommon 
bhrolT Thus the public offices were continually iffwng gold mdhurs, 

and. 
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^■nd‘ fome at leaft belonging to them were as continually receiving quan- 
tities of them back, again, with a difcount of profit of eleven per cent^ 
and thus they went on ifihing and receiving,- in fuch a degree of ad- 
vantage to themfelves, money which had no currency except within, 
the boundaries of Calcutta ; fo that thofe who had payments to make 
beyond thofe boundaries were under a neceffity to get it exchanged at 
ib, great ,a lofs by dilcount. To fuch an extraordinary degree wasr 
this fpurious gold coinage difgraced at laft even in Calcutta, that 
there was once a quantity .of them fold at public audlion, by the autho- 
rity ‘'of the Mayor’s Court, which produced only ten current rupees and> 
one quarter a mdhur ; which, admitting the proprietor- had' originally 
received them at fixteen and one quarter current rupeeS'Cach, made nev 
lefs a difference than thirty-eight per cent* lofs. 

" With regard to the filver- coinages of rupees, they are in the.feveral 
parts of Indi^ of different values. Arcots^. which are the moft inferior 
of genuine rupees, and which are now coined as currently in Calcutta 
as in the province of Arcot, are eftimated at eight per cent, better than 
current, or, what is the fame thing, at eight per cent, lefs than the 
rupees of ftandard weight and finenefs, called Stccas^: and in this 
fpecies of Arcots, the Englifliv European and, Black troops are 'made 
to receive their pay. 

Among the variety- of bafe coinages which have been introduced in 
different diflrids fince the fubverfion of the empire, there is one called 
a Vtztery rupee, which is about ten per. cent, worfe than Arcots. This 
fpecies was introduced not many years ago in one of the- difmembered 
NabobQiips, whofe Nabob calling himfelf Vizier of the empire, in times 
of diftrefs found himfelf obliged,- for the payment of his troops, to 
iffue this fpurious coin, which from him-has retained the name of Vi- 
ziery rupees ; and from the confufion introduced, with the- univerfal 
difregard of the laws of the late empire,- the pradice has Been too much 
followed fince, by fuch as have had opportunities and want of confcience 
enough to acquire wealth by fo doing. 

Among thofe who have pr adifed' this fpecies of robbery^ the fubfii- 
tutes and dependents- of the Englifh Eaft India Company have not been 
lead: diftinguifhed,j and we have had even the Banyans of our military 
gentlemen become mailers of the mints at Banaras and- Illahabud, in 
which Viziertes have been- coined under the very nofe of our Grand 
Moguly mot only for. the robbing o£ the poor foldiers, by paying them in, 

* THg Murfhedabad &nd Calcutta Sicca ibould weigh’ ydwt i igr finenefs lliould be 

"ktlter than Enghfh ftandard at the rate of I4dwt. ygr. every jpound of ^Ivcr. 
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Vizsenis inftcad of good Arcols, but, as it is {kid, even for tbe pay- 
ment of the pcnfion to tbe Great Mogul hivAtedii wbd, notwithftailding 
Ills title of King of the World, has found himfelf reddeed to the neceffity 
of exerciiing Jpifenal patience, and of fuffenng the Injury linrefentcd 
Whatever propriety there might be, 'fince thoft provinces became 
the property of the Bntifh ftate, in the Company s or their fubllitutes 
and dependents coining money in Bengal, independently of the fu- 
preme executive power of this kmgdom, yet certainly, to make coin- 
ages that were againft law, becaufc not according to the ftandards of 
tnofe countnes, and to obtrude even government-payments with them 
at fraudulent valuations, mud have been high Crmics and mifdemean- 
ours, if not aflually high treatbn i which latter is the only crime that 
by law cannot be tried m India But furcly theft fliould be conddered 
as pradliccs that ought cffcaually to be prevented in future 

Upon the wdiole, it may with truth be aflerted, that the monopolies 
which have been of late eftablilhed, and the ruinous praifliccs and re- 
gulations that have been introduced and enforced in Bengal by the 
Lnglilh Eafl; India Company and their fubftitotcs with rclpeft to trade, 
arc hadening on that deftruaion of the manufaflotics there which had 
Its lirft beginning in the irregularittes of ufurping Nabdbs, and the depre- 
dations of the Marahtahs They have for fcvcral years part been de- 
creafing-htn quality and advancing in pnee, while many manufac- 
turers of all denominations have, by unparalclled oppreffions, been 
drivtin from their callings and country 

Wc haic fecn all merchants from the interior parts of Alia effedlually 
prcicnted from having any mercantile mtercourfe with Bengal, while, 
at the fame time, the natucs in general arc in faft deprived of all trade 
within thofe provinces, it being wholly monopolized by a few Company s 
feriants and their dependents In fuch a iituation, what commen lal 
country can flountli? or who can be at a lofs to account for that de- 


^ B/ ite GrutoO'lWeimU llie fenver lnaiTnr,florM ro £cng,l were tnccrap^retjlr fiocr than any 
lliin;; oaw orejoetj Ttrerc WSJ a fort of Moltfn called rflrrytM whkb vai laarufiOurcd folely for 
Ihf oe of ihc Famoi i rera£lrt a piece of which, collier 4CQ rupee, or (ol Eolitir ii laid to 
h_r wn,,lici 3 only fire Sicca re r e e i and If fpread opoB wet praii to hire fctcii feared, wlibic 
Tfcp arok 01 with two aoric, ai an tnSiiiceor the Bocucfi of th], cloth. One Ihit the Emp 
/lorrnrxtbe wii angry with hii diodl r for IhcwIo£ her Cua ihroagh her cloathu whcrcopaii 
Pc UODy prlocc, rernonarated m hd loaifcatioo lhal lha had feen y—a/r or fuiu oni and 
attJitr Ihat [a ihe NalmS AUaTcady Khawo ■ lioio a wcotcr wai chlStfcd and turred 0 t of 
the c ty of Darca for Ma orylcfl io not preroo inp hla cow from catio- op a piece of Jirnir 
which he hid yield and circ'clily left on the jaaia 
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creafe of the Company’s credit^, and the great fcarcitj of current 
fpecie in Bengal^ which lafl:, though greatly promoted of late years by 
different drains, fuch as that of the treafures carried out of the provinces 
upon the flight of the Nabob Coffim Ally Khawn, the exportations to 
China and the other parts of India, the fufpenfion of importations from 
Europe, and the introdudbion at Calcutta of the above-mentioned over- 
i;ated bafe gold com 5 yet, as they had'their^beginning in, fo their con- 
tinuance is owing chiefly to the obftru^ons of the original fprings of 
commerce, and the great oppreflion of the induftnous part of tho 
natives. 

While the Company ^nd their fubftitutes, by a fubverfion of the 
rights of mankind, in the unreftrained exercife of every fpecies of vio- 
lence and injuftice, are thus fuffered to monopolize, not only the ma- 
nufactures but the manufacturers of Bengal, and thereby totally i'cpel 
that far greatefl influx of wealth which ufed to dream in from the com- 
merce bf Afia; and bkewife, by every .method they can fafely piaClife, 

' obflruCt the trade of the other European § nations with thofe provinces, 

- which is the only other inlet of wealth they poflibly can have, and at 
the fame time, while -they are continually draining off from thence 
immenfe fums annually for China, Madrafs, Bombay and other places, 
the confequences cannot prove^ other than beggary and rum to thofe 
ineftimable territories. 

Thefe are circumflances that fhould ferve to awaken, the flrong at-* 
tention even of the proprietors of Eaft India dock,' as well as of the go- 
vernment ^ who diould pay no regard to the confident adertion, that 
-fo long as the Ganges runs through Bengal, the inhabitants will not 
quit that country. The Ganges is equally, nay more venerated in other 
countries to the northward of Bengal and Bahar, where the Hindoos, 
who are~ only one part of the people, may equally follow' the rites of 
Bnmha their law-giver : befides, experience evinces the falfity of fuch - 
an adertion. 

The Company ought not to eredt, or differ others to edablidi any 
monopolies in Bengal 5 but fhould fo regulate matters as to feek fheir 
own advantage m the profperity of the country. Such can be the only 
jud, the only fafe pohcy to adopt ; without which the poffedion of that 

X The Company’s Bengal bonds have been difcounted in Calcutta' at upwards of fourteen per 

§ The neceffity of encouraging fuch trade with other European nations on this very pnnciple, ana 
likcwile for other prudential realons, was feen and acknowledged even by Lord Clive in the year 
1765,' as may be feen by his letter to the then Direftor^. Avthemtic Papers concerning 
Ihoia Affairs, Pages 28 and 29. 
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country, with all its natural refonrces, will foon become burthenfomc, 
inflead of being advantageous to the Company or the nation 

Such are the bad effeas of evil canfes, which are now operating very 
faft towards the mm of the Bengal provinces, fo evidently, as when 
brought to a fevere teft, which mull loon be the cole, even Direflors 
cannot, nor will dare to deny If fucceffivc fets of Direftors have 
been ignorant of thefe furc effeSs of caufes, they have thereby Ihewn 
themfelvcs to be unqualified for their fiadons but if they were able to 
trace them out, or were timely apprized of the evils, and neglefled to 
afl honourably from fuch knowledge, th^ will have then proved them- 
fclves unworthy of their trull, and mull deferve to be confidered as the 
betrayers of it 

It remains to be feen from the efiedls of time, what lalutary meafures 
towards the cure of prefent cnlling, and the prevention of dreaded 
evils in future, have been or may hereafter be adopted from the wif- 
dom of Direflors , but however the temporary proprietors of Ball India 
flock, or fuch as have an interell in the Company’s aflairs feparate 
from that of the public, may think and a£t on thefe matters, it ftould 
be greatly hoped, by every real weU-wi£her to this kingdom, that go- 
vernment will take the prefervation and improvement of thofe Afiadc 
dominions, which it is conceived would be no very hard talk, into their 
moft fenous confideration, while there is yet time for making pre- 
ventive remedies efficaaoully to operate 'The cntical penod cannot 
now be far dillantj fo that longer delays may render the application of 
reftorative means ineffeiflual, becaufc unfortunately made too late 
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CHAP. XV. 

On the Nature and Defects of the CONSTITUTION. of 
the ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

O F all political tyrannies, the Ariftocratic is worF, having ever 
been found, from cxpciicncc, the moft partial and opprehive. And 
of all Ariftocracies, perhaps a trading one is leafl indurable, from being 
moft likely to abufc power ; as was frequently verified in ancient times, 
and in later ages has been practically exemplified in Venice and Genoa. 

The Dutch Eafl India Company is Ariftocratic in its executive ; but 
then it is the fubjcCl of a Democratic Trading-flate, which has cftabhflied 
fuch effectual checks on all entrufted operative powers in India, as ferve 
fully to prevent both executive oppreflion, and the rapine of individuals. 

The Englifli Eaft India Company was originally intended to be a merely 
trading community, being firft inflituted by Queen Elizabeth’s charter of 
the 30th December 1600, cxpreflly “ for the honour of the nation, the' 
P increafe of navigation, and the advancement of trade and merchandize 
within the Britifli dominions ; for the increafe of the Riches of the People 
** and the Bencft of the CommoniocahhP And indeed this Company,, by 
its confHtution, is as unfit to cxcrcife " Sovereign authority, as by the con- 
ftitutionof the kingdom itmufi; be unqualified either to acquire orpofTefsit, 
The Company are inftitutionally a Democratic body, the fspreme 
power, even over the management of their commercial concerns, being 
placed, at large,' in the hands of all proprietors who have five hundred 
pounds flock : and fo entirely popular is the government of this com- 
mercial community, that any nine proprietors who are qualified for vot- 
ing at their meetings, or general courts, can at any time require and 
procure the affembling of the whole body, for fpecified bufinefs, where 
a majority of the members are entitled to demand whatever information^ 
or infpeftions tliey pleafe ; to regulate dividends, to eflabhfh bye-laws 
and refolutions, and to order their being carried into execution by their 
fubflitutes, the Twenty-four Diredlors, who are annually cbofen j pro^ 
•uided fuch regulations be conformable to the Company’s charteVi and not re^ 
pugnanf to the laws of the kingdom. 


• It may not be improper in this place to confidcr the reports of Ins Majcfly’s Advocate, Attorney 
and Solicitor General, in the year 1757, upon the fubjefts of the divifion of plunderer booty taken 
by the Company, and their power ot holding or difpofing of territorial polTcnions, acquired by con- 
qucil or graits from the Indian Princes Set, our Appendik No .\ 6 , page 
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Such IS the conditution of this incorporated community j which is 
fuitable to the nature and ends of jts inmtution, being the employment 
of the joint flock in commerce, to their own advantage, and at the 
fame time to the benefit of Ihe flate The cxdufive nght of trade 
granted to them was for the fiikc of encouraging a new and important 
branch of commerce that might prove beneficial to the kmgdomi and, 
which was not likely perhaps, at fhat tinJe, to be properly undertaken 
or profecuted on any other conditions and tips in fafl: the only confli-- 
tutional reafon that could ever be advanced to authorize thts,igrantuig7 
of fuch eiclufive rights by charters While this incorporated body-ofi 
merchants, therefore, were profccuting trade in- purfuit of thcic own. 
intcrcll, they were likewife to be confidcredi as afling in tEufl.fon the 
public, under the protedion, inrpedtion,. and control of /jouemment, 
betaufe, hke that which is carriad' on, between Great Bntain and evay 
other country, the commerce ivith iindipiit the commerce of the ftatp 
So long as the concerns of thoConmanycontinned purely comfiicrcial, 
and while in India 'they ^erc fubjedt to the contrbl of the Indiipi Go-j 
\ernmenti, the powers they were entrufted with, under the authprjty 
and proteflion of the Crown- of Great Brjtain> for the government of 
thofe fettlemcnts which they were authorized to eftabhlh miiichrtmota 
countries, for the better carrying on of their trade* might be conCdered 
as fafe ahd reqmfite The flake then pnnapally hazarded was the pro- 
perty of a trading community, who had no other views or eapeflatmna 
than of the profits ariGng from their commerce, in their management of 
which there could be little pretence for Governments interfanng 
though ittaufl bo confefied the power which the Company -were authd- 
jized to cacrcife in India was, even fopni after their firll cftabhfhment, 
too frequently abufed by grols adls of injufiice and oppreffion , fuch as 
appear to have been fucccflivcly, continued down, with great incrcafc, to 
the prefent, times . i 

But the arcumftanccs of this Company haie inthm a few years pafl 
hecomo greatly different from what they were, or could be forcfccni 
either at the firll grant, oron any renewal bf their charter By the forces 
of the Company, in conjundlion with thofe of the Kingdom, immenfc 
territories haic been acquired in India And though of nght they cant 
only belong to the State, }ct hitherto they have been with-held hy, or 
rather liaic been farmed to the Company, together, m fadl, iiiih the 
perfons and nghts of their numerous inhabitants, for a fbpulated annual, 
confideration fo that the Company now poflcB and cxercife in thofe 
terntorics, not onij all their prior commercial pnvileges, but likcwifp 
all the powers of dcfpotic Soteteignt), equally oier tlicir fellow 
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European fubjcdls and the hciplefs fubdued Afiatics j there boing no 
courts of juflicc, in thofe countries, that arc efFedual for the due pro- 
tcdlion of cither. 

Tke following arc therefore now become interefting objedls of con- 
fideration. Whether the protedlron and government of fuch exten/ive, 
populous and wealthy provinces as may be faid to constitute a giea(^ 
empire, and the management and appropriation of a yearly revenue of 
feVeral millions Sterling, can wifely or Safely be intrufted, as at preSent, 
without adequate checks on the part of the Crown and People, tO' th'e 
care of*a fluftuating, Democratic community of traders ; compofed not 
only of the native fubjeds of Great Britain, but likewife of aliens of all 
ebuntries and religions ? And fuch considerations as thefe are the more 
neceSfary at prefent, as the very Slock of this Company, With all the 
powers and rights annexed to it, may, in effedt, be eilgrofled by com- 
bining proprietors. From what we havd feen, it may even be appre- 
liended, that one man might obtain the command of the Company, by- 
dint of wealth perhaps acquired m its fervice ; and by a dextrou's ma- 
nagement of fplit Slock, among temporary proprietors, get voted in llis 
Own favour whatfoever He pleafed^ Even foreigners may combine", 
and by engroSTing much Slock, perhaps influence fuch meafures as Would 
fcndangei the Asiatic territorial poSTeffions, and tliefeWith the India tfade 
of this ’ nation. A't a critical fealbn they might poSlibly be" raa'de inSlru- 
ments for ever! diSlurbing the pCace of Europe, and thereby exp'ofe 'tb 
hazard the future power and welfa're of this kingdom. 

Whatever view we take of the coriSlitution of the' Iridfa 'Company,’ to 
whoni thofe Indian teriitories, and with them no ihconliderabie'^portion 
of the national influence and povve’r in iSurope’ are ihtrufted,'it liiuSl' ap- 
pear, that fuch pofleSlions are of too much confequence to be abandoned 
to twenty-four DiredloSs, Who,' it may be' feared, are on many accounts 
but ill qualified for the entire management of concerns of Such infinite 
impOftance, being generally 'eledle'd by the combinations and intrigues 
of’ a few' monied men,-* who may be adl'uated by no better motives than 
tbe' acquifition of p'oWe'r'an'd influence to’^tbemlelves^'and of rkpid fortune^ 
to 'their families, dependents and creatures. An'd indeed tlfe’ general 
prevalency' of the UbUfe-LiJis of candidates at Eleftion'S fbr'DifeClors, . 

Hb'ufe-^uijiio'iist carlied'by' the Uo'Ufehdld'^fo'opSt aY'm'O’ft'of the 
general coUrts,'-’ might' ferv'e tO ’ Go’n^inCe us, that' thofe Miniflets 'oFthe 
Co'mpan'yi after they are fo thofenj be'Oome in reality though 

pferh'aps on fome oe’eafion's' they may a£l' as th'e ’mei’e'toOls 'of fuch'ifidi- 
vldii'al^s as' helped to exklt' them,^ a'nd \vh'0' in fq' doing had ’th'eir'owli 
diSlin'(5lhntCrefl:s in view'. * 
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But whether the Diredlors aft under the influence of othcrj or not, 
when we conCder what tliey have at their difpofal both in England and 
India , where there is fo much to heilow, and confequently fo much to 
acquire in the civil, military and maritime departments, fo many 
preferences to be given in a variety of employments, and hkewife in 
almofl: all kinds of dealings where the wholo quantity of flock is fo 
Jimiled, and of courfe the number of proprietors qualified for voting fo 
Imall I while the requifite property for Candidatefliip for the Diredion is 
fo inconliderable, in comparifon with the many advantages that may be 
reaped, and thp gratifications that can be conferred , and when it is 
farther confidered, how much India flock ufually belongs to foreigners 
abroad, to women, rninors, and fuch propnetors as are not qualified foe 
voting in the aflembhes of the Company; when we confider all theft 
circumitances together, the proofs dailj given of the undue influence 
poflefled by the Direflors over the general body of voters, can excite in. 
us no wonder t 

Thus, though in conditution the Company is a Democracy, it is, 
/rqm corruption, become in prafticc a mere Oligarchy A majonty oT 
the twenty-four DircGors can exercife fuch dcfpotic powers- as operate 
without limit both in Europe and Afia, not only over the property of 
that refpeflable body the keal PropeiEtors, (which ought ever to 
be diflinguiflied from the cabals of the avaiicious and ambitious) but 
likewife over the fortunes of all men who engage m the Company a 
femce And this power they no lefs exercife over the people, tne re- 
venues, the internal trade and external commerce of a very conCder- 
able part of India, than oi er what they for fo long a time have pof- 
ftfled, the whole traffic of this kingdom with the ewem quarter of tho 
globe 

1 ct great as we know the power of Dircdiors to be in Europe, wo 
Iikcwife know, that there have been, and may believe there flill arc; 
fuch defpots in the fervice of the company abroad, as dare not only to 
interpret the orders of their employers as may befl ferve their own pur- 
pofes, whether in the eftablifliment of fuch monopolies as are grievous 
to the native people, injunous to trade and freedom, and greatly hurt- 
ful to the Company, but even peremptorily to diipute their mofl abfo- 
lute injundlions, and hkewife to abuft the powers which are only in- 
trufted to them for good purpofes, by grofs perverflons of jufllcc, vio- 
lations of law and cflabhflicd cuflom, arbitraty and unconibtuuonaL 
applications of military force, and even the exercife of wanton tyranny 
for the worfl of purpofes At the lame time vve behold the impotcncy 
of power, if the expreffion may be allowed ui, or the force of what is, 

3 worfc. 



- ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 213 

worfe, to be fuch on this fide of the ocean, -that, not one delinquent in 
India is brought to juftice m Europe: nor do we hear of 'any kind of 
icdicfs having been ever othecwife than leludtantly granted, by Directors, 
to fuch unhappy people as had been barbaroufly trampled on, Wv^ktonly 
perfecuted, cruelly dripped, exiled, or even ruined 5 not only-\Vithout 
proved guilt that deferved punifliment, without trial of any' 'kind,, 
but even without fo much as the open accufation of a jnifdemeanor ! 
While, on the contrary, we have feen the very oppreffors of innocent 
men, not only careffed, .but even alTociated in the Direction foon aften 
their arrival; while uncommon induftry has been ufed to ftifle accufa- 
tions, or even to bear down, by power, tlie^ fuffering complainants of 
injury and oppieffion. Inftances of conduct, which have lerved to re- 
mind the generous and hurnane,^ of the pro-confular ravag:es that were 
pradlifed in the Roman provinces,, and of the applications that were' 
afterwards ineffedlually made either for judice or redrefs, to the tem- 
porary Diredlors of public affairs in Rome, the feat of univeifal empire,, 
during the lad, luxurious, corrupt and rapacious dages of that once 
glorious, but then degenerated and linking Commonwealth. 

' Since their affuming the Dewannee, the views confequent of conqueft 
ffem to have fb engroffed the attention of this Company, or rather .of 
thofe who adl for theni, < that they appear to have been as regardlefs of. 
the true commercial interefts of, the kingdom as they have fhewn them- 
felves inattentive to adts of juftice, on complaints of the worft'abufes 
of power : for, notwithftanding the great increafe of their dominion, 
power and influence, there has been little, if any increafe in the fales 
of Biitiili woollens in Bengal..' The Turkey trade in this branch is 
known to have greatly declined of late years, iiifomuch that the clothiers, 
who manufadture white cloths have principally depended on the exporta- 
tion to India, and are quite at a (land when the India Company fail in- ' 
the quantity ufually exported by them. The trade in broad-cloths from, 
hence to India is all, except in the mereft trifles, -ftridtly ] prohibited to. 
all dependents, on the Eaff India Company, frpm the general pfadlice, 
which indeed, is common to all^monopolifts,' not to clog markets with 
commodities,, in order the better to fupport their prices. Neverthelefs,. 
Without the abilities of confummate politicians, of even the knowledge 
of the,mofl: experienced merchants, fuch regulations might be made, 
and fuch undertakings encouraged as would' foon. double the fales of 
broad cloth, and the other woollen manufactures ' of this kingdom in , 
Bengal : and certainly nothing could be more laudable than the, purfuit 
of evei^ jufl: meafure that could be invented to encourage and increafe 
the confumption.of fuch articles, , , ^ ^ 
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A ftnQble wnter*, not long ago, took on Innifclf the tnflc of rejii'e- 
fcnting the neceflity there had become <5f feparating the temtonal and 
commcraal powers m Bengal, a^ much for the fccunty of the Company 
as the advantage of the Bate. His fentinidnts concerning the Com- 
pany were the following ""That it is itfelf afubjeft, poflbffing neithef 
" fupremc legiflativc or judifial antliDritj< bvet itrown infhtution of 
•• fellow fubjcfts, for the government of thofc domiriions', which rc- 
“ prcfentativc it can neither pfopetly diicQ, reftrain, contkonl, or 
“ infpecl , and that fuch a fubftitution is, thcreforel abfoluti, dclrotic 
■“ and arbitraiym the execiltion'of its IbWrdign hurt That the Com- 
•• pany is a>Sovfcrcign in the' Capacitjr of a mefchantj and adcbfdihgly 
■" afls there in that dotible capacity ^ and that thofc Who aft under 
them are defpots and' merchants, as Well for themfclves as the Com-i 
“ pany, which are circumrtadces that mdft prove deftm&vii'to a com- 
“ mercial country. That, being a fubjeft, dcjjendirtg on the govem- 
" ment of the conntry iH which it rdfldes for its own ptotcftfoh arid 
" exidcnce, it IS totally devoid of thatqurility'whieh conlbmtci the very 
<• end and being of government, whith is protcftion 

He then proceeds ttf defcribe the Company s artlfifail government of 
Bengal, which is by pretendirig* tb hold an dfiBcc'nndir the' Mogul, 
avho was in faft their pnfcnet, UnacknOSVledgdd aS fdch'bnt bythem- 
ftlvcs, thofc under tHeir ihfiueticd, of hifti aS hiWlihe mohvei, and a 
Nabflb withont power, Who is dependent ori then! for /hppoft Of 
thefc, but more partlculatly the Utttr, ahdlof tht blfc ufcs they make of 
him, there needs no mbre to be laid here, blit tljlat hens forced to cover, 
and'too ftci^tiently, m effeft, W pMrpetrfltb evth ‘the 'mOft'uriwIarrSmt-' 
able aftions ' 

He rcpreftrtt! the real government of that corintry to be ih the Harids 
of young European fehants'tO thfc Company, on wHofc proceedjrigs 
the government of this kingdom appeafs'tO bellow very little attention. 
While they are fubmllttd to by the natives with th'e moft'tiroid rehr- 
natlon, and ate but littlc”undcr the contrOUl eVen of tHcir inallcrs, the 
Iridia-DlrcftOrs i btcaufc many of thfctrf may be fuppofcd to depend 
chiefly, for fupport, on theif mterell at home But’lhould thOvCry 
worll pUnilhmcnt m thepOwet of iJireftors be inflifted oh a^ovfctnor, 
or other great and fcccefsiul man. Which iS difiViiflion from the CnVicc; 
It IS but what he- Was prepared for •• being rcadj^,’ fays our'wfitfcr, 
to embark with a princely fOrfOric for hii mother criuntrv Whire he 
" fcts the Company at denantej ftfciog, that iri an of^iriary court’ 
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of jufticc 4 ;lic-y can convki him of nothing mor-e than an cfTor of 
judgment 

Havang already treated of the prefent flate of juflice in Bengal, we 
fliall only here obferve, that with refpedt to cuminal jallice, the Go-r 
veinor and Council are, in fadl, the parties to profecutc, the magt- 
ftrates to imprifon, the judges to fcntence, the Sovereigns to order 
execution, ^and fuch defpots m authority, that no grand or petit jury 
dares venture to difoblige them ; while for decifions rerpedling property 
they have, as we have before fliewn, the appointing of the judg-es, 
who decree without juries, and hkevvifc die power of difplacing them' 
on any exhibited complaint made to thcmfclves, which.it will readily be- 
fuppofed they can with facility at any time procure. So likewife 
they can caufc what kinds of juftice they pleafe to be executed on the 
unprotcdlcd natives ; and diould any of them, againft the will of their 
arbitrary rulers^ but dare to avail 'thcmfelves of their right to appeal to- 
the-laws of England for juftice, they can, and do forcibly deliver themi 
up into the hands of their creature of a Mock-Nabob, who (as the 
“ writer ^ laft quoted obferves), pundtually and literally executes his^ 
orders. And thus (continues our author) we find this fliadow of a' 
“ Nab6b ferves to efiedtually exclude the natives of that country from’ 
** the privilege of the Enghfli-laws.” 

With.rcfpedl to commerce and internal trade,, which are the chief' 
fources of- wealth and power to a nation, as they like wife.- are of pro- 
ijDcrity to individuals, tfie whole of both, in Bengal, are in effect mono- 
polies, eitherin the hands of the Company or thofe of its fervants : the 
former, .from being the only merchant or commercial importer and exs* 
porter, is of co.urfe the pxclufive huyer and feller from or to^ Europe,, 
on.felf-preforibed conditions, at leafi: as far as regards Britifh’ com- 
merce i and likewife is greatly preferiptive, in effedt;^ with* refped to'' 
the reft. The advantages of one buyer over many fellers, and of one 
feller over many buyers, is* no other than the acquifi,tion ojF a doubly- 
monopolizing power o,ver the property of a whole people, apd^theie- 
fore dangerous alike to the welfare of individuals and the^ profperity of 
a country j but of courfe mu, ft prove greatly more fo when united, a^- 
at pre;fentv in .Bengal, with unlimited Sovereignty. 

With refpedl.to the. latter, we .mean the fervants of the Company, 
they dir-edtly or-mdiiedtly monopolize whatever branches they pleafe of 
the internal trade' of thofe countries,, whethei of pfovifions and the ne- 
cefiaries of life, or the raw materials for manufadturing : in which kinds * 
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of comijiodities, without full freedom of dealings, no country can ever 
be made, or kept profperous j nor will a trading one in fuch a lltuation 
long fubfill , as, if fpeedy remedies be not applied, the Company and 
this nation muft, ana will very loon experience, in the fatal effci2s of 
the evils refulting from fuch a condnS, on the manufadlures, revenues 
and trade of the uibjeQed Bengal provmccs 

Many of the evils under which Bengal has laboured for fome years 
part, as we have obferved m another place, mw truly be faid, in a 
great meafure, to have onginated in Leadcn-hall-Itreet, from the igno- 
rance, or worfe, ofDiredlorsj from the continual changes and flufluat- 
ing Hate of that Court, as woH as of the General Court of Proprietors ,’ 
and for want of a permanent lyftem of government adequate to the 
altered Bate of the Company s affairs in thole diftant iwions No 
Bronger proof can be given of the defedhve conlhtution of this Com- 
pany, or of the incompetency of the Courts'of Diredlors, than the very 
neceflity which the prefent Court have thought themfelves under of 
having recourle to the expedient of fending Supervifors to India; uhich, 
after all, unlefs a fyBem be adopted very different from any \vi have 
hitherto feeii, will moB probably prove as ineffeftual 'as every other 
merely temporary'cxpedient has done in India afiairs,-' or any others ‘ 

The temptations to and the opportunities which the fituation of the 
Company have afforded of late years for the Bidden acqtiifition of wealth 
and power, both at home and abroad, have been great and numerous, 
md Inch as few men have the virtue to withBand , while they have 
ferved to cBablifli a varietj of intereBs, combating each other, among 
all ranks of pcrlbns intcrcBcd in the focicty, diBinft from all prolpefls 
of advantwe from the joint trade, and even often repugnant to the 
intereBs of the nation While fuch continue to be the fituation and 
government of the Companj, it will be contrary to reafon, the nature 
of the human paffions, and indeed of all experience, to expedf other 
management, or other confequences, let whatever fet of men be in the 
diredtion of their affairs, athcr in England or India Upon the whole, 
the Company, in its prefent fituation, may be coiViparcd to a Bupendous 
edifice, fuddenly built on a foundation not previoullj well examined or 
fecured, inhabited by momentary propnetors and governors, divided by 
different intereBs mipofed to each other; and who, while one fet of them 
is overloading the uipcrBruflure, another is undermining its foundations i 
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CONCLUSION. 

i 

A fter fo ample a difeuffion of the various fubje^ls of thefe fheets 
under diftindl heads, we fliall now proceed to drav^- certain im- 
portant conclufions from the whole, and then fubmit a few Curfory ob- 
fervations to the confidcration of the public. 

It may be deemed ridiculous in any man to fuppofc, that a far-diftant 
country will be long kept in peaceable fubjedlion by any other ties than 
iufticc, humanity and convenience. Even ancient Rome, when flie 
was miftrefs of the world, could not, with all her armies, fecure the 
pcaceaEle fubmiflion of any dillant provinces, and particularly thofe of 
Alia, under a rapacious and oppreffivc government. By no means, 
but fuch as arc attradlivc of good-will, can hundreds keep themfelvcs 
in fecurity againft millions, nor will any fuppofed difference in the na- 
tural, or acquired vigour of mind or body, warrant opinions of fafety 
againft fuch odds in numbers. 

After perufing the feveral cafes and accounts of tranfadions which 
are contained or referred to in the preceding chapters, the reader will 
hardly entertain a doubt, whether the mere will of power has not been 
the foie rule of juftice in Bengal, either with refpedt to dominion, pro- 
perty, perfonal fafety, or the infliction of punifhments next to death ? 
or whether the Prefident and Council, or whatever kind of junto has 
of late years been appointed to rule at Cidcutta, by the Court of Di- 
rectors in London, have not there exercife’d fuch unbounded d^fpotifni 
as was wholly incompatible with the laws of this kingdom, thofe of 
humanity, or fuch as would be thought intolerable even in Turkey or 
Barbary ? 

It can no longer be doubted, that the pretence of governing Bengal 
by a Nabob, under a Great Mogul, is a moft fcandalous inlpofition, 
thofe puppets of fovereignty being no other than penfioned inftfuments 
of impofture and tyranny : while the annual charge upon the revenue 
for the fupport of thofe pageants in fway, has at one time been above 
a million fterling; though perhaps thofe deductions from the Com- 
pany’s income have been made, in no inconfiderable degree, a 
reverflon for the private purfes of the governing Europeans in thofe 

countries : and while the wretched, innocent natives, bereft of every 
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proteftion from thejuftice of their own country, have thereby alfo been 
efifeaually depnvcd of their indifputablc nght of appeal to the laws of 
this kingdom, againft the nilmg fervants of the Company or thofe de- 
pendent on them 

It has been clearly made evident, ihst for the laft fix years pafi: very 
oppreflive monopolies have been eftabhflied by the chief fervants of the 
Company in Bengal and its dependencies , lb that not only the whole of 
the inland trade, which was ever free by the conlbtution of thole coun- 
tries to all who would pay the eftablilhed duties, but even thh very coall- 
ing trade, m many particulars, have-ahke been made jobs, and partially 
engrofled, to the obftrudfaon and injury of the manyy for the enormous 
advantage of the few j that the monopoly of the inland trade, as now 
cxercifcd on account of the Company itfelf, is become the moll: gnevous 
and oppreflive of all others, as it is under the fandhon of their pur- 
chafes, that all oppreflions m this department arc clFedtcd, that fuch 
monopolies exclude even the very natives from all free trade, whofe 
fituations are rendered the more infupportable, as the very public re- 
gulations made for the efiabliflimeni of thofe ruinous monopolies afe 
pretended to be made for their benefit It is true, thit fome appearance 
of freedom in exports has alnays bdeh preferved in the- fubjefted Bengal 
provinces but jet there have been fuch obftrudtions and ‘embairalT- 
ments in dealings, and fuch monopolizing of Workmen, > as long ago oc- 
cafioned great complaints to be made by the French, Dutch and Danes 
The caufes of them ftill exift, to the great gnevnnee of the people, and i 
the no Icfs injury of the country j while fome of the known confe- 
quences of thofe evils have b-eny the lofs of foreign trade on the back- 
parts of the provinces, from Which great wealth was formerly denved 
to them j the leflening of a fimilar refource from tlic trade of the other 
dilgufled companies, and fo grca,t a fcarcity of money in circulation, 
t', if the draughts from thence for China and the other parts of India , 
be continued, will foon leave thole provinces in want of a fiilficiency of 
Ipcac to fen c even as a medium for dealings 

Nor Icfs apparent has it been made, that power, laWand jufiicc, as 
well as trade, all operate ns monopolies in Bengali by which means 
the manufaftorics arc going to deltruflion, and population is dccrcaf- 
ing, to the great leflening of the revenues of thofe countries, while the 
very revenues have been fo raifmanagcd, waded, or mifapphcd, ns to 
mil e even the pofleflion of empire menace the Company with diftrels, 
it not rum 

Cquallj ccrt-in has it been made appear, that eicrj principle of true 
po’ivj Ins been m erted in praflicc, not only to the unljieal able injury 
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of the natives, but the cffedual difcouiagement, nay ruin of European 
fcttlers : though on the moft ample protedlion of the former all profpe- 
rity muft depend, as fecurity will, in a great meafure, on the encou- 
ragement and incrcafe of the latter. Our firft allertion is felf-evident; 
and in fome degree the other has been heietofore expeiienced, when 
the trading fcttlers, as well as the civil fervants, on feveral occafio'ns 
voluntarily took up arms in the caufe of the Company. Lord Clive long 
ago'-’’ informed the Court of Dircdlors, that no dependence could ever be 
placed on the powers of the country for any thing but treachery, and, 
iliould a favourable occafion offer for it, the worft of all treatment. 
And indeed, in future times of war and danger, it may be found im- 
poffible for the Company to keep up European forces fufficient for all 
kinds of fervice, in the conquered provinces, without promoting the 
free emigration of Britifli fubjeds to India. 

On the principle of defence, therefore, it would be the higheft wif- 
dom in the Company to give every poffible encoumgement to their 
fellow fubjeds at all times to go and fettle under their protedion in 
Bengal : as an extenfivc population that is interefted in the defence of 
a country, muff naturally be its moft fife and effedual fupport; as’ 
well agamft foicign invaders, as luch natives as may be inclined to re- 
volt. But we have feen the oppofite policy, with re^ed to thofe coun- 
tries, uniformly purfued abroad while the prefent Diredors, contrary 
to former pradice, have adopted a iydem of even difcouraging the 
emigration of free meichants and free mariners to Indian which fliould 
we attribute to ignorance, it would be fuppoling them unqualified for * 
the diredion; and if to defign, it might be confidered as an indired 
accufation of their wilfuhy favouring fuch monopolies and abufes as 
are ever the fruits of the word: kinds of govermentj nay it might even^ 
lead to the fuppofition, that fuch abufes could be made the means of 
ferving the purpofes of Diredors as much at home, as they have been 
known to do thofe of their favourite fubftitutes abroad. ' 

The double governments for Indian affairs, fince the acqnifition of 
the important territories which were fubdued by the fubjeds and forces 
of the ffate, have been equal abfurdities on both fides of the globe. It 
is even difgraceful to the nation to ^hold them under fuch flimfy dif- 
guifes as pretended grants ,of official contrads from merely nominal 
Princes, unknown to, and unacknowledged by every power in the 
world, except fuch as make or wifli^ to make the fame temporary ufes 
of them, as the Englifli Eaft India Company have done. Theie is fome- 


* Sec Authentic Papers concerning India Affairs, pages 29 1031, Sec.) 
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thing cxceflively ridiculous in the very idea of vefting a body of mere 
traders with unlimited fovercign-iauthontyj and fctfing them between 
the real Sol crcign and people of th;$ lyingdom, and, two mock. Sove- 
reigns and- the whole peopltof thp Bengal provinces,,, to play lecurely 
their own gapic of advantage, to the prejudice of all the other parties, 
unlcfi their Hate pageants in India, who atlfsft get princely mcomes by 
afling farcical charailers, i 

No lyal fccunty, eithpr to the Company or kingdom, can ever be 
dcnved.from,nominal,Nah6h8, or Moguls for if then; grants have not 
full, force,, but arc difputpble, thqr hjive had immenfc annual ftipends 
pipd thpm to no kind of pufpole and if thfl-authonity they have been 
made tOiaifumc he of rqal efficaqr in Indl6, or Ejirope, then multfuch 
grants be not only refumable At pleafore, bug. even transferrable at noil, 
and of courfe at any time obtfttnable by the national nvals or enemies of 
Great Britain, for pretences to attack her- uii or depnveJier of fuchipof- 
felllonsj whether ap territories, farms, official contrails, on employ- 
ments Such di/^ifes, therefore, arc not more' incffiidlnal than they 
are dangerous i and cquid only have been contnved for temporary 
coverings to deceit and. imppHure, though their tranfparency diicovers 
apprehenfionp that di/^uec the nation, andimay fumilli pretences to 
others for quelhoning that tight which would otbetwife be thought 
clear 

When the Portugueze acquired their firll terntonal pollcffions on the 
coalls of India, their, Kings llilcd themfclvcs, as they continue yet to- 
do, Lords of the commerce nnd-navigation of Ethiopia, Arabia, PerCa, 
and, India and wo kriow of no nation a ever difputing tbofc titles^ or 
their nght to any temtones they had obtained Innumerable arc the 
ipdancci of pofleffions gained by conquelli and hfccwilc even by 
treacherj, that were either never contcficd by other nations, or ellc 
tycre rcfolutely, maintained by power againlt all oppoCtion We welt 
know how the Dutcli and Spaniards got their polTcffions m ACa and. 
Amenca, and likcwife hqw fpccdily they enjoyed them m peace, with 
an undifputcd title of right By whatever means the Eaft Indiam 
p/ovinces were obtained by the Company, they now are indi/putably 
the Property of the State and as there is no perfon m India who can 
claim them as his right, Co is there no power m Europe which has any 
right to difoutc His Majefly s title to them both by conqueft and peace- 
able poffieffion The political cHabliflimentinBcngal, in the year 1765, 
was therefore as unneccffiiry, as it has Cnee been experienced to prove 
pernicious, and ccrtainlj, if continued, it will be found mcffciSual ) ir 
the putpofes pretended and the alTcilcd fear* with regard to torci 

poiur 
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powers, on the avowal of Englifli Sovereignty over the conquered pro- 
vinces, which were then fo induftrioufly infufed into the minds of Di- 
rct!lors, were evidently as groundlcfs and idle as they moft probably 
were infincerc. 

With regard to any apprehcnfioiis that tnight be enteftained concern- 
ing the cffe(5l likely to be produced by the Sovefeign's avowal of his 
right to thofc dominions, and taking the adminiftration of their Go- 
vernment under his immediate care, on Conftitutional confiderations of 
endangering public liberty by fuch an addition to crown-influence; the 
fame reafoning will hold good againfl: all future eflablifliments from new 
difcovcrics ; and if it had been formerly admitted, this nation would not 
now have been in pofleffion of its North American and Weft Indian Co- 
lonies, with the imnienfe advantages refulting frorii them. 

The Sovereign of Great Britain is now an Aflatic Potentate, more 
capable perhaps of annoying or protecting than any other Power of the 
Eaft; fo that His prefent objeCls fliould be far fuperior to thofe of merely 
fupporting the monopoly of any particular community of traders, who 
perhaps are no longer neceffary for ferving even the ends for which 
they were incorporated. The queftion now is not limply, if an incor- 
porated exclufive Company can carry on the trade to and ftom the Eaft 
Indies to greater national advantage than the whole fubjeCts of Great 
Britain at large ? but it comprehends another, which is, if one, two, or 
at moft tliree men (for it is well known there always is fuch a junto of 
leaders in the Committee of Correfpondence) from among twenty-four 
Directors annually chofen, who are moreover embarrafled with ■ their 
own as well as the* ** Company’s commercial affairs can, at the fame time, 
govern, or conduCt the Sovereignty of large wealthy and populous king- 
doms, at fuch a diftance, to greater national fecurity and advantage 
than the King, Lords and Commons of Great Britain ^ 

Without entering into a difcuffion of the firft queftion, upon which; 
after the number lefs traCls that have been publillied for an hundted and' 
fifty years paft, nothing new can, now be faid, we will however venture 
to alfert, that with refpeCl to Bengal every argument in favoiif of that 
monopoly, which, was formerly ufed with fome ^ appearance of reafon* 

while 


* The reafoning of Sir Jofiah Child upon this fubjeft, <o whofe Opinions on Trade fome have' 
joftly given great weight, was-as follows. 

" It has for many years been a moot cafe, whether any incorporating of merchants be fot' 

** public good or not. 

For my own part I‘ am of opinion, 

** iH. That for countnes with which his Majelly has no alliance, nor can have any by leafoti of* 
their djjftance, or barbarity, or non communication wth the Princes of Chnftendom, &c, 

** where 
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India Company It was the only thing the French then dreaded; itiJ 
the thing v, hich they now moft wifti to lee delayed, till they have an op- 
portunity of finking a coup d' Mat m thofc regions, and it is the only 
meafure which can fccure the happmefs of the many millions of his 
Majelly s Aliatic fubjeils, the ample refonrees which might, by proper 
management, be drawn fiom thence, m an uninterrupted channel, for 
ages to this nation, or eicn the polTclEon of the vciy territories them- 
felvcs, or of any advantage whatfbever from thofe polfeffions- 

Whatever may be determined by the wifdom of the Bntifh Icgiflature, 
the following povi ers, as exercifM by the Company in Bcnwl, it is 
humbly conceived, muft bo taken from them, to prevent their deftroying 
themfclvci 

Ftrjl The power of oblhudbng, perverting, influencing, or inter- 
fering with the due courfc of jnllicc 
Second The aflumed pon-cr, in all calcs, of feizing their fellow-fah* 
jefls, and of impnfoning, and tranlpoiting them to Europe 
without trial, or any form of legal procefs 
‘Third All powers of oppreflion through the pretended country Na- 
bobs, and under their cloke of obftrufling, fettering and 
monopolizing the inland trade in Bengal ; which is no way 
requifite for the carrymg on of their excluCve trade to and 
from India, in an equitawe and beneflaal) manner, but on the 
contrary, is totally repugnant thereto 
Fourth The power of preventing any Bnti£h fubjefl whomfoever 
from going to reflde or ellablifb himfclf in India, who is dc- 
firous thereof, and willing to fubmiti to the laws of the com- 
munity 

To elFefli in part, the firft and third of thefe falulary rcftnflionsj 
witliout winch the inhabitants can never be fecure either in pcrlhn or 
property, the following are fubmittcd to the confideration of the public, 
as hints of what will be neceffiry 

ill To render the Mayor's Court of Calcutta totally independent of 
the Governor and Council 

ad A Court of Appeals to be cftabliflicd, independent cither of the 
Gmernor and Council, or any other power in India,- 
3d A certain number of the member* of the Court of Appeals, of the 
Mayors Court, and of the Company* Council, to be conflitulcd 
Juflices of the Peace and Joint Comraiflioncrs of Oyer and Ter- 
miner and General Gaol Deliver) 

4lh Not to confine the lunfdiflion of his Majefly’s Courts, as at pre- 
fent, within the Morabtab Ditch which furrounds Calcutta, but 
3 “ to 
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to extend it at lead: to all the Company's principal fadoiics at 
Burdwan, Midnipore* Chittigong, Dacca, Patna, Coffinibazar, 
&c. where the natives (liould have the fame facility of obtaining 
jufticc againfl: European opprefibrs or their agents, as in the 
capital fcttlcment of Calcutta. 

Notwithftanding what intcrefted perfons may allcdgc, in order to 
baffle this laft moft ncccdary regulation, that it would introduce confu- 
lion, and be impradicablc, from the religious tendts and cuftoms of the 
natives, we aflert that there would be no confufion or inconvenience 
whatever from it, provided fomc very fimple regulations were made, 
fuch as neither Ead India Dircdlors, not the Legiflators of this Kingdom, 
can want information of, whenever they arc fenoufly inclined to eftablifh 
a right fyftcm of judicc for the government of Bengal. 

The inhabitants, who, as we have obferved, are groaning under the 
moft unbounded dcfpotifm, would receive any fuch regulations with the 
utmoft joy : and it may rationally be hoped, that thofe we have already 
hinted at would at Icaft put a ftop to the moft hurtful enormities, till 
the Britifli government could be enabled to judge of their efficacy, or 
have time to form a {yftem, fuitablc to their own wifdom, that might 
prove as lading and effectual as could rationally be expeded from any 
liurhan inftitution. 

The fccond power we have mentioned, as aflumed by the Company, 
would naturally be aboliflied by the regulations already recommended. 
But in order to prevent this fpecics of kidnapping in India, which has 
been hitherto pradlifed by the Company, under the pretended fandion 
of the legiflature, fomething more is neceftary. 

By an ad of the 31ft of Charles the Second, entitled, Aji adi for 

the better fecurhig the liberty of the fiibjeSl, and for prevention oj impri- 
** fonments beyond the feas^' it was enaded, that if any inhabitant of 
'England fliould be feized, imprifoned, tranfported, or fent a pnfoner 
into any places beyond the feas, contrary to that ad, every fuch' impri,- 
fonment ffiould be adjudged illegal, and the party aggrieved might there- 
upon maintain an adion, or adions of falfe imprifonment, againft the 
perfon or perfons who fo imprifoned him, or againft any perfon or perfons 
that ffiould frame, contrive, write, feal, or counter-fign any warrant or 
writing for fuch commitment, detainer, imprifonment, or tranlporta- 
tion 5 or ffiould be advifing, aiding, or affifting in the fame, or any of 
them ; and the plaintiff, in every fuch adion, ffiould have judgment to 
recover his treble cofts^ befides damages , which damages fo to be given, 
it is ehaded, ffiall not be lefs than fve hundred pounds. In which adion, 

?io delay, ftay, or ftop of proceeding, by rule, order, or command,, 

[ F f ] nor 
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nor no injunflion, protcflion, or privDege whatfoevcr, nor any more 
than one imparlance (hall be allowed, excepting fuch rule of the court 
wherein theaflion (hall depend, made in open court, as (hall' be thought 
in jufticc nccelTaiy, for (pccial caufe to be espreffed’ in the faid rule 
And r/if ferjun or ftrfcns •who Jball knowingly fraOte, contmti write, 
feal, or counterjign any warrant for fuch coUimitaicnt, detainer or tranf- 
portation, or (haU fo^ommit, detain, impnfon, or tranfport anyperfon 
or perfons contrary to this afl, or be any ibays aiwfmp atiiing or ajifting 
ibernn, being lawfully coUvifliid thetcbl, Jhall be difabled from tbena- 
fortb io bear any e^tce of tmjl of p oft antbtn tbe faid realm oj England, 
or any of tbe dommions tbereunter belonging jind Jhall incur and fttftam 
the patns, penal ttei and forfeitures limited, ordained and provided nr and by 
the ftatute of provtfon and predrAuntre, made m iBe fxteentb year of Kin^ 
Rtcbard tbe Second, and^ be incapable of any pardon from tbe" Kmg, bis 
heirs or fuccejfors, of tbe fatd forfeitisres, tofts, or mfabilities, or any of 
them ' Ana it is well known, that the ^fjd article of Mawona. 
Charta runs thus “ No freeman (hall be taken, nor impnfoned, 
nor diUcized, nor outlawed, nor exiled, nor dellrOycd in anruiamieri- 
nor will We pafs upon him, nor condemn him, but by lawful judgment 
of his peers, or by the law" of the land ' i 

■While fu^, therefore, contmues to be the avowed pra&te of the Eaft 
India Company, m oppolition to the letter and fpu-it of the fundamental 
laws of this country, it wduld appear thit Sntons who go out to India, 
in their fen ice, and Who (hould rather on that account ber entitled to 
every indulgence, on the cohtraiy are made to forfeit the privileges oC 
ihcir birthright bj fuch etiiighltion The Ioffes -and' harthhips fuffered. 
by a fubjcdl feizcd sn India and brought a\Vny by force, and the bad con- 
fequenecs thereof to tbe community, from what we have alrcadythewn^ 
muft be allowed to be an hundred-fold greater than thofe fuflaincd by a 
perfon s being kidnapped tn England We have alfo in another place 
(hewn, that the ufe of this power is even contrary to the true intcrcftsi 
of the Company, as the free exercifc of the BntiOi laws in India muii 
be the bell check, and perhaps is the only controhng power which they 
wafit, or can havcoier their own fupenor fervants. There is therefore^ 
for the fake of public credit and fccunty, not only a neceffity for for- 
mally declaring all fuch feizures and tranfportations illegal, but for 
edablilhing fuch legal penalties and forfeitures, upon the plan of the a<5b 
already quoted, as (liaU effcflually pres ent fuch opprelHons in future 
and It IS prefumed the Bnulh IcgiUaturc, after being acquainted with the 
enormities praflifed in Bengal, as let forth in thefe pages, will be willing 
to withdraw thar pretended ^ilion from fuch pradUcc, and to declare 

their 
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their clirappiobatloji of the Company’s feizing, imprifoning, tran/porting 
i\nd ruining their fellow-fubjeds, ruweeufed and unheard. 

The Join th power poffclled by the Company, which is that of pre- 
venting Briti/li fubjcdls from going out and eflabhfliing themfelves in 
India, is alfo alike unneceflaiy, and repugnant to the real intereds of the 
fubjefted countries and this kingdom. Inftead of pieventing or dif- 
couraging Europeans, on the countrary, every encouragement fliould 
be given to them to go out and cftablifli themfelves in India, as well for 
their being the moft natural fecurity of the conquered countries, as. for 
the inftrudtion of the natives in the European arts, in the cultivation and 
manufadluring of all the articles produced in thofe countries, in almoR 
every one of which there is room for great improvements by fuch means. 
The Company Ihould, therefore, either be deprived of this power totally, 
or at lead be obliged, without the power of a negative, to permit every' 
perfon’s going out who fliall apply for leave, under certain, equitable re- 
gulations,. which might be cafily cftabliflicd, and rendered effedual for 
preventing an improper emigration. 

From what we have very lately feen> even iince the publication of 
the fird edition of this work, we will not hefitate, to affert, that if any 
iyftem be adopted by Parliament merely upon the plans of bills drawn 
up by the Direflors of the Eaft India Company, fuch fydem wil|. be 
found inefPediual for every falutary purpofe. Their bills will be always- 
artfully calculated to confirm that dangerous defpotifm ' which they have 
ever in view, under which the dominions in Bengal can never prolper.^ 
It will, therefore, be highly necefiary to have the drifted regard to* 
every word of fuch regulations as may be propofed to Parliament on the 
part of the Company, before they are differed to pafs into a law. 

The foregoing.are only confiderations and hints, which the writer of 
thefe fheets, as a fincere well-wifher to this Kingdom, hath prefumed 
refpeftfully to fubmit to the public, to be improved on by thofe who may^ 
know better than himfelf what is fitting to be done. It is now the turn* 
of Great Britain to avail herfelf of thofe advantages which a feries of 
fortunate circumdances have thrown in her way. She has as yet in her 
podeffion the prime part of Hindodan, which, with proper manage- 
ment, might be rendered the riched jewel in the Bntidi Crown, by 
being made an inexhaudible fource of extenfive commerce, maritime 
power and national wealth. She has in full view before her, the rocks 
on which her predeceffors have fplit in India, the imminent dangers to- 
which die is at prefent expofed, and perhaps die has no time to lofe in 
. preparing to efcape them. 
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It does not require the gift of prophecy to foretell, if the affairs ojf 
the Company in India, but particularly in Bengal, contmue to be ad- 
minillered for a few years longer in the manner they have been for fomc 
years paft, and the making of laws and bye-laws for the government of 
tbofe aomtmom be m any degree left to the Direftors and fervants of the 
Company, that thofc countries will be irretrievably ruined, and the ex- 
afperated natives mull feek their own rchef, or revenge, by infurrec- 
tions and maflacres If therefore the LegiDature Ihould longer with- 
hold their cffeSual prote&on and paternal care from the opprefled 
Afiatici, they wiU hazard all the refources which Ben^ at prefcnt may 
be laid to offer to this Kingdom and if the Proprietors of Ball India 
Stock Ihould refufc their cffcaual and hearty concurrence m every fdu- 
tary meafure for the relief of the native inhabitants, they will juftly de- 
ferve to fuffer the lofs of fuch of their property as depends on the trade 
-md poflcllion of the Bengd Provinces 

Were there even a poffibility of the Interefts of the India Company 
and the Happinels and Profpenty of the Natives of thofe countries which 
are under their dominion being repugnant to each other, the advantages 
denved from the conne&on would be of very fliort duration Huma- 
nity muft revolt at the thought The Honour of this Country never can 
confent, for the paltry conuderation of a fljort-lived pecuniary emolu- 
ment, to effea the devallation of fuch nch and fertile countries, and 
the extirpation or rum of fo many millions of civilized, inoffenCve and 
induflnous mhabitants j or to facrifice thofe folid and permanent advan- 
tages which might be denved to this country from a proper Syftem of 

Government ^Thus much is doe from the Wnter to thofe Diftreflcd 

People, to whofe unreftraincd induft^ he chiefly owed that Fortune, of 
■which he has been depnved by the Oppreflion of the Baft India Com- 
pany 
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I. 

C OPY of a Treaty between Colonel Robert Clive, on tlic part of the 
Enghfli EaO: India Company, and Scrajah al Dovvlah, Nabob of 
Bengal, in February 17^7. 

Signed MUNSUR AL MULUK SERAJAH AL DOWLAH 
SHAH KULY KHAWNBAHADER HVBUT JUNG, 
Servant of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 

LIST OF D E iM A N D S. 

T. That tlic Company be not molcftcd upon account of fuch Privileges 
as liavc been granted them by the King’s firmaun and hulbulhookums,' 
and the firmaun and hulbulhookums remain in full force. That the vil- 
lages which were given to the Company by the firmaun, but detained 
from them by the Subahdars, be hkewife allowed them 5 nor let any im- 
pediment or reftriflion be put upon the Zemindars. 

Agreed to eiccordtng to the tenor of the finnaim, 

2. That all goods belonging to the Englifh Company, and having their 
duftuck, do pafs freely by land or water in Bengal, Bahar, and Onffa, 
without paying any duties or fees of any kind whatfoever , and that the 
Zemindars, Chokeydars, Gu^erbauns, &c. offer them no kind of mo- 
leflation upon this account; 

, It is agreed to, 

3. That reftitution be made the Company of their factories and fettle- 
ments at Calcutta, Cofiimbazar, Dacca, &c. which have been taken 
from them. That all money and effedts taken from the Englifh Com- 

This means thirty-feren. villages contiguous to Calcutta, which the Company applied to 
the Emperor Furrukhfeer, in 1716, ior Liberty to fmrehafe irom the Zemindars They weie 
not given to the Enghlh by that Emperor, but it was only allowed them to purchafe the fame . 
however the Zemindars in Jaffier Khawn’s time would not part with them^ and they were at 
lafl moflly wrefled from them by fraud and violence. 

A pany, 
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pany, their faftors and dependents, at their feveral fettlements and aa- 
rungs, he reftored in the fame condition That an equivalent in money 
be given for fuch goods as arc damaged, plundered, or loft, which fhall 
be left to the Nabob s juftice to determine. 

Wbalmer has been fetzed by the government Jkall be rejlored 

4. That the Company be allowed to fortify Calcutta m fuch a manner 
as they fhall efteem proper for their defence, without any hindrance or 
obftruilion 

It IS agreed to 

5 That ficcas be coined at AUenagore (Calcutta) in the fame manner 
as at MurfhedabJd, and that the money ftruck in Calcutta be of equal 
weight and finenefs with that of Murfoedabdd There be no demand 
made for a dedudbon of batta 

It IS agreed, that bullion imported by the Company be coined into ftccat 

6 That thefe propolals be ratified m the ftrongeft manner in the pre- 
fence of God and his Prophet, and Cgned and fcaled to by the Nabob and 
Ibme ofhus pnnapal people 

In the prefence of God and bis Prophet, thefe articles are fgned and 
faled 

7 And Admiral Charles Watfon and Colonel Clive promife in behalf of 
the Englifh nation, and of the Englifh Company, that from henceforth all 
hoftUitics fhall ccafe in Bengal, and the Englifh will always remain in 
peace and fncndlliip widi the Nabob, as long as thefe articles arc kept in 
force, and remain unviolatcd 

On condition that an agreement under the Company's feal, and ftgned 
by the Company 3 Counal, and fworn to according to their religion, 
be fent me j I agree to the articles lobicb I have counterftgned 

Signed AEZ AL MULUK MORAD AL DOWLAH 
NOWARISH ALLY KHAWN BAHADER 
ZAOOER JUNG, aSenantof King ALLUM 
GUEER the Invincible 

MEER JAEriER KHAWN BAHADER, a Servant 
of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible 
RAJAH DOOLUBRAM BAHADER, a Servant 
of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible 
Witncfs, Moliindar Narrain, Carongo 
Wltncfs, Lucki Narrain, Canone,o 

^ Agrcccmcnt 
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Agreement of the Company, figncd by the Governor and Committee, 
the pth February lyf/. 

We the Eafl; India Company, in the prefence of his Exeellency the Nabob 
Munfur al Muluk Sciajah al Dowlah Shah Kuly Khawn Bahader Hybut 
Jung, Nazim of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, by the hands and Teal of the 
Council, and by firm agreement and folcmn atteflation, do declare, That 
the bufinefs of the Company’s fadtorics within the jurifdidlion of the Na- 
bob fiiall go on in its former courfe: that we will never opprefs or do 
violence to any perfons without caufe : that we will never offer protection 
to any perfons having accounts with the goveinment, any of the King’s 
Talookdars or Zemindars, nor murdeiers, nor robbers; that we will never 
adt contrary to the tenor of the articles agreed to by the Nabob : that we 
will carry on our bufinefs as formerly, and will never, in any refpedf, de- 
viate from this agreement. 

Agreement of Colonel Clive with the Nabob, the yth February 1757. 

I Colonel Clive, Sabut Jung Bahader, Commander of the Englifli land 
forces in Bengal, do folcmnly declare, in the prefence of God and our 
Saviour, that there is peace between the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah and 
the Englifli : they, the Enghfli, will inviolably adhere to the articles of 
the treaty made with tlic Nabob ; that, as long as he fliall obferve his 
agreement, the Englifh will always look upon his enemies as their ene- 
mies 5 and, whenever called upon, will grant him all the affiftance m 
their power. 


N'> II. 

Copies of perwanahs from Serajah al Dowlah, Nabob of Bengal, granted 
to the Eafi: India Company, for eredting a mint at Calcutta, and for 
the currency -of their bufinefs j with a copy of the Nabob’s duftuck, 
dated in March 1757. 

Perwanah for duftucks from Serajah al Dowlah, dated 9th of the 

-Moon Rajeb. 

The Englifh Company’s goods have been carried backward and for- 
ward by land and water, always through the provinces of Bengalj Bahar, 

' ■ A z and 
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and Onffa, by the duftnck and feal of the faid Company, by virtue of the 
Kings finnaun, which is allb now conhnncd by me Take care, on bo 
pretence to interrupt their carrying their goods backwards and forwards 
through a]l the chokeys whatfoever, and not to demand any ghatbarry, 
mangon, &c according to the King s firmauti Let them pafs ahd re- 
pals without receiving a Cngic cowrie from any of their people , and tn- 
iirfere not orntb the Cmpanys gomaftabs on any account., but rather 

take care, that through all your diftridls their bulinels be not obdruifted 
m any way 

nfteen perwanahs of the fame tenor and date were granted under the 
feal of the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah to the Rajahs and ^mindars 

Pcrwanah under the leal of Nabob Munfur al Muluk Serajah al Dowlah 
Bahader Hybutjung, dated pthofRajeb (31ft March 1757) in the 
3d year of the glorious reign Mohunlol 

All goods belonging to the Englilh Company, which by virtue of the_ 
royal mandate ufed to pals and repafs with the faid Company s dullucks 
bv land or water, through the province of Bengal, Bahar, and Onfla, 

I have at this time granted a free currency to, in the fame manner, and 
with the fame privileges as formerly it 15 neceflary that your Excellency 
write to the Officers at Dacca, Chitbgong, Jugdea, Akbarnagur, iilhett, 
Rangamatty, Chilmary, and Mahmudabad Pomea, that they fuffer the 
lame goods to pafi up and down the nvers without any mOleflanon or 
impoCtion of gnatborry (a tax laid upon boats) or any other articles for- 
bidden by the royal court , nor exaS the fmalleft fum from them, nor 
any ways opprefs the Company s gomaftahs or dependents Let them be 
punSual in this duftnck 

Under the feal of the Nabob Serajah al Don lah, &c. dated (about 
the 9th March 17^7) 17th jemmade Sauni, the thud year of the 
Kings glonous reign 

• 

To all Powzdars, JJemmdars, Chokeydars, and orerfeers of the nay 
of the proiinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Onfla. 

AH goods bclongng to the Englifli Company, which by virtue of the 
royal mandate ufed to pfs and rej^s through the foregoing provinces, by 
land and water, with the Compny s duftud,s, I have at this time granted 
a free currency to, m the lame manner as formerly, and with the con- 
firmation of tbcir former privileges Let all goods, having the Englilh 
7 Compny s 
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Companny’s dufluck, pafs as before, up and down the river, without any 
moleftation or impofition of ghatbarry, or any other articles forbidden by 
the royal court; nor exadt the fmalleft fum from them, nor opprefs tho 
Company’s dependents. la this be pundlual, and adt conformably to . 
this writing. 

Perwanalx of the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah to the Honourable ‘Com-t- 
pany, for eredting a mint in Calcutta, 

From the date of the fifft of the moon Shabkn, the fourth' fun fidcas are * 
begun to be ftampt, and through all the mmt-houfes the new hccas of the 
fourth fun are coined. Take care and eredl a mint in Calcutta (called 
AUenagore) .and ft^mp gold and lilver rupees out of the bullion and gold . 
imported by your, nation,, of the weight of rupees of gold and lilver coined ~ 
at Murlliedabad, under the name of AUenagore (Calcutta) lhall you com ; 
your money* it 'lhall pafs for land revenues, &c. and no body will alk or . 
fet any-battanpon them; only take care not to coin the gold and, lilver of a 
other nations. 



k 


No III. 

V , 

Copy of a Treaty between^Colonel Robert Clive, on "the Part of thfe • 
Englilli,,Eaft India Company, and Meef Jaffier Ally Khawn, upon ^ 
the Colohel’s placing that officer -in the Naboblhip of Bengal iti ■> 
June I7J7. 

I fwear, by God and the. Prophet of God, fo kbide.by the terms of. this 
treaty whilll I have life 

» t k r . 

Signed • MEER MAHOMED JAFFIER KHAWN BAHADER, , 

Servant to Ring ALBUM QUEER. 

^ ... 

1. Whatever articles were agreed upon in 'the time of peace with' the ‘ 
Nabob Serajah al Dowlah Munfiir al Muluk,Shah Kuly Khawn .Bahader < 
Hybut Jung, I agree to comply With.^ 

2. The enemies of the Englilhfare my enerhies, whether they he^ Jn-.- 
dians or Europeans. 

'' <* » ^Thefc'ivords wrcre wrote in liis orm 


J.-AllJ 
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2 All the effcfls and fadloncs belonging to the French id the pro- 
vince of Bengal (the Paradife of nations) and Bahaf, and OrilTa, thall re- 
main in the pofleffion of the Englifli, nor will I ever allow them any more 
to fettle in the Three Provinces 

' 4 In confideration of the lofles which the Engliffli Company have 
fuftained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob, and the 
charges occafioned by the mamtenance of the forces, I will give them 
one crore of rupees ^ 

j For the effeifh plundered from the Englifh inhabitants at Calcutta, 
I agree to give fifty lacks of rupees 

6 For the effefls plundered from the Gentoos, Muflulmen, and other 
fubjefk of Calcutta, twenty lacks of rupees lhall be given 

7 For the effedts plundered from the Armenian inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta, 1 will give the mm of feven lacks of rupees The diftnbution of 
the fums allotted the natives, the Englifh inhabitants, Gentoos, and Miif- 
fulmen, fball be left to the Admiral and Colonel Clive (Sabut Jung Ba- 
hader) and the reft of the Council, to be diljxjfed of by them to whom they 
think proper 

8 Within the ditch which furrounds the borders of Caclutta are traSs 
of land belonging to feveral Zemindars j belides this, I will grant the Eng- 
lifli Company fix hundred yards without the ditch 

p All the land Ivang fouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, fhall be under 
the Zemindary of the Englifh Company, and all the officers of thofe parts 
fhall be under their junfdidion The revenues to be paid Cy them (the 
Company) in the fame manner with other Zemindars 

10 Whenever I demand the Englifh afliftance, I will be at the charge 
of the maintenance of them 

1 1 * I will not eredt any new fortifications below Hoogly, near the river 
Ganges 

12 As foon as I am eflablifhed in the government of the Three Pro- 

vinces, the aforelaid fums fhall be faithfully paid Dated 15th Ramzan, 
in the 4th y ear of the reign 1 


Additional Article 

13 On condiuon that Meer Jaffier Khawn Bahader fhall folemnly ra- 
tify, confirm by oath, and execute all the above articles, which the un- 
dcr-wntten on behalf of the Honourable Eaft India Company do, declar- 
ing on the holy Gofpels, and before God, that we will idfifl Meer Jaffier 
Khawn Bahader with all our force, to obtain the fobahfhip of the pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, andOnflaj and further that we will affift him 

to 



APPENDIX. 

to the utmoft againft all his enemies whatever, as foon as he calls upc 
* us for that end *, provided that he, on his coming to be Nabob, Iball full 
the afoiefaid articles. 


No IV*. 

Copy of the Geneial Sunnud fiom the Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Khav/r 
for the currency of the Company’s bufinefs, and relative to the min 
dated 15th July 1757. 

To all Mutfeddees, prefent or future, allNaibs, Fowzdars, Zemindan 
Chowdrys, Canongos, &c. Servants of the government in the province 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa.. 

Know, that by the royal firmaun and hulbulhookums the Englilh Com 
pany are pardoned (Maaf exempt) from all duties, therefore I write. 

That whatever goods the Company’s gomaftahs may bnng or carry t 
or from their fadlories, the aurungs, or other places, by land or by water 
with a duftuck-from any of the chiefs of their fadories, you fhail neithe 
alk nor receive any fum, however trifling, for the fame. Know, the^ 
have full power to buy and fell j you are by no means to oppofe it , yoi 
are not to require from the Company’s gomaftahs, the mongons, or an] 
other of the Zemindar’s impofitions. 

The Company’s gomaftahs ftiall buy and fell the Compahy’s goods 
‘Without the interwention of dallah:, unlefs the gomaftahs are fatisfied tc 
employ them ; you are to aftift them on all occafions wherever they buy 
or fell. Whoever ads contrary to thele orders, the Enghjh have fun 
power to punifi them. If any of the Company’s goods are ftolen you are 
to recover the very effeds ftolen, or make good their amount. Any 
merchants or others, on whom the Company have any lawful demands, 
you are to fee that the fame be paid to their gomaftahs,. Take care that 
no one wrong or opprefs the Company’s gomaftahs. You are not to re- 
quire or ftop their boats on pretence of the ghatbarry or other duties on. 
boats, whether they be the Company’s own boats, or boats hired by their 
gomaftahs j you are to give credit to the copies of all the funnuds to the 
Company under the Kazy’s feal, without requiring the original. Any of 
the Company’s debtors running from them, you are not to give them 
protedion or plead for them, but are to deliver them up to the Com- 

pany’s> 

3 . 
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pany s gomaflahs The Fowzdary-chaiges, fioc. impofitions of the Fow*- 
dars, which are forbid by the King, you fliall not demand of the Eng- 
liQi, their ■gomaflahs, or inhabitants Whencrer the Englifh Company 
dcfire to fettle a new fadlory, befides thofc they are already poflclTed of 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Onffa, you are to give them forty 
begat of the King i Ima If any of the Englifh fhtps arc driven by bad 
weather or wrecked m any of the ports or other places, you arc to affift 
them all in your power, and fee that the goods arc reflored to the Com- 
pny , and you arc not to requne the Cboutarry, 6cc which the King 
has forbid. i 

A mipt IS eftablifhed at Calcutta} com ficcas and gold mohurs of equal 
weight and finenefi with the ficcas and gold mohurs of Murflicdabdd 
They fhall oafs in the King s treafury 

All that 1 have wrote mufl be done, do as I have wrote, norafk a new 
funnud every year The 37th of the Moon Showall, and 4tb of the 
iKings reign, being the 15th of the month ofjuly 1757 


Copy of a Ferwanah from the Nabob Meer Jafiicr Ally Khawn, for the 
currency of gold and filver corned m tlie Company s mint at Calcutta, 
dated the aSthJuly 

To the High and Mighty, the bold and vahant Commanders, tbc 
grcatcft of Merchants, the Engbfli Compny, on whom may the 
Jsjng E fin our reft for ever 

A mint has been cftabhfhed at Calcutta i continue coming gold and 
filver into ficcas and mohurs of the fame weight and ftandard with thofe 
of Murlhcdabad ; the imprcfiion to be Cakutta j they fhall pafs current in 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Onfla, and be received into the trea- 
fury t there (hall be no obflruflion or difficulty for Cufare Under the feal 

of Tidvec Allum Guecr Badfha Gazee, Sujah al Muluk Hoffam d Dowla, 
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn Bahadcr Mahabut Jung, 1 ith Zdeade, 4th 
of the king E reign 


N* VI 
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Copy of a peiwanali fiom the Nabob Meei JafEer Ally Khawn, dated 
the 2oth Deccn\bei 175^, lelative to the Zemiiidary of the lands 
fouth of Calcutta, giant^ to the Company by the treaty with, the 
faid Nabob. 

\ 

Pcrwanah for the granted lands. 

Seal of the Nabob Jaffiei Ally Khawn. 

1170. ALLUM QUEER, Emperoi, fighting for the Faith, his de- 
voted MEER MAHOMED JAFFIEE ALLY KHAWN 
BAHADER SHUJAH AL MULUCK HOSSAM O 
DOWLAH MAHABUT JUNG. 

Anno 4. 

Ye Zcmindais, Chowdrys, Talookdars, Muckaiidums,Recayahs, Mor*^ 
fawreans, Mdotawettawahs, of the Chucklahs of Hoogly, and others fitu- 
ated in Bengal, the terrcftrial Paiadife.— Know, that the Zemindaiy, 
Chowdrawy, and Talookdarfy of the countries in thefubjoined lift, hath 
been given by treaty to the moft illuftrious and moft magnificent the 
Englifli Company, the glory and ornament of trade. The faid Com- 
pany will be careful to govern according to eftabliflied cuftom and 
nfage, without any gradual deviation, and watch for the prolpenty of 
the people. Your duty is, to give no caufe of complaint to the Re- 
, cayahs of the Company, who on theii part are to govern with fuch 
kindnefs, that hufbandry may receive a daily increafe, that all dilbrders 
may be fuppi elfed, drunkennefs and other illicit praftices pi evented, 
and the imperial tributes be fent in due time. ' Such part of the above- 
faid countiy as may be fituated to the weft of Calcutta, on the other 
ftde of the Ganges, does not belong to the company. Know then, ye 
Zemindais, &c. that ye are dependents of the Company, and that ye 
,muft fubmit to fuch treatment as they give you,^whether good or bad; 
aud this is my exprefs injundlion* 

Twenty-four Mahals. 

The Pergunnah of - - - - - Magurah. 

Ditto - Khaftpooi. 

Ditto ----- w - --Medonmul. ^ ' - 
Ditto - Ektiarpoor,- 

; . B Tkr 


( 
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The Pergunnah of ----- Bumdcehatty, 

Ditto - -- -- -- - Azimatod 

Ditto - - - - -- -- MucagaflL 

Ditto - -- -- — - Pcechacooly 

Part of the Pergmmah of - - - Shahjfoor 

Shah Nagur 

Part of the Perguiioah of - - - Ghur 
The Peigunaah of - - - - Kary Jurey 
Ditto ------ - Duccan Sagor 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - — Calcutta. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - — - Paikan 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - Munpoor 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - Ameerabad 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - Mahomed Ameerpoor. 
Saltpans, or ------ Mellung MahaL 

The Pergunnah of - - - - - Hatnagur 

Ditto ------- Meida, 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - AJcbarpoor 
Part of the Pergunnah of - - - Bellia 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - Boffindarry 


Dated the • 5th of Rabbi al Sanni, anno quarto 
^In the Nabob’s own hand, ferving by way of fign manual ) It Ir 
written Finis 

(In Maha Rajah Doolubram’s own hand, as Naib) Seen 
(In Rajah Raage BuUub’s ovm hand, as Huflbor Ncvife) the 5th of 
Rabbi al bauni, anna quarto Regiftcred 111 tlie iropenal regifter 
(In R ajah Cunjoo Beharrce s own hand, as Dcwan of Bengal, the yth. 
of Rabbi al Sauni, anno quarto Regiftertd m the Dewannce regifter 
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Copy of the Mutchulcali, or obligatory bond, mven by die Company 
upon their being appointed Zemindars of the lands Ibuth of Cal- 
cutta, dated 

We the Enghlh Companj do declare, Tliat nhereas the office of the 
Zemindarv of the Kifmut Pergunnah of Calcutta, &c of the Sircar Saut- 
gaum, &c belonging to the I'aradifcof Nations, the Subah of Bcngala, 

• About the aoih Dect-ij^ 

3 
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in confideration of the fimi of twmty thoufaiid one hundred and one 
rupees (20. loi) pefhcufli, &c. to the Imperial Sircar, from the month 
Poofs (anno 1164) in the year eleven hundred and fixty-four of the 
Bengal asra, has been conferred on us, to the end that we attend, to 
the rules and cuftoms thereof as is fitting, noi in the leafl circumftance 
negle6f or witlihold the vigilance and care due thereto; that we deliver 
into the treafury in the proper times the due rents 6f the Sircar ; that 
we behave in fuch manner to the inhabitants and lower fort of people, 
that by our good management the find Pergunnahs may flourifh and en- 
creafe; that we fufter no robbers nor houfebi eakers to remain within 
our difi;ri(S;s, and take fiich care of the king’s highways, that the tia- 
vellers and palTengers may pafs' and repafs 'without feai 01 molefiation; 
that (which God foibid) if the effedls of any perlbn be plundeied or 
firolen, we difcover and produce the robbers or thieves, togethei with 
,the goods, and deliver the goods to the owners, and the ciiminals to 
■condign punifiiment, or elfe-that we ourfelves be relponfible for the 
iaid goods. — That we take elpecial care, that no one be guilty of any 
crime or drunkennels within the limits of our zemindary : that after 
the expiiation of the year we take a difchaige according to cufirom, and 
-that we deliver the accounts of our zemindary agreeable to the dated 
ibrms every year, into the Dufter Khana of the Sircar ; and that we 
refrain from demanding the articles forbidden by the Imperial .Courts 
the afylum of the world. 

For this reafon we have given this writing as a mutchulcah and 
.:^reementj, that upon any occafion recourfie may be had thereto, / 


No VIIL 

Copy of a treaty between Meet Mahomed Coflim Ally Khawn, and 
the Engllfh Eafi: India Company, on their depofing of Meer Jaf* 
fier, and making Meer Cofiim Nabob of Bengal. Dated the 27th 
September 1760. ’ , 

MEER MAHOMED COSSIM KHAWN. 

^ Company’s Seal. ' 

BAHADER’s Seal. 


,Two treaties have been wiitten of the fame tenor and reciprocally ex- 
changed, containing the articles under mentioned) between Meer Ma- 
ll 3 homed 
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homed Cbfluii Khawn Bahader, and the JJabob Shuras 6 Don lab, Gover- 
nor Vanfitart, and the xell of the council for the affairs of the Enghfli 
Company, and during the hfe of Meer Mahomed Cofllm Khawn Ba- 
diader, and the duration of theiaiftones of the Englifli Company in thif 
country, this agreement fliall rimain m force God is witnefs between 
us, that -the fbflowing articles ftiall in no wife be lufnnged by either 
party 

Firft Article The Nabob Meer Mahomed TafSer Khawn Bahader 
lhall continue in poflefiion of his dignities, and all affairs betranGuSed 
in his name, and a luitable mcomefhall be allowed-forhis expences 
Second Article The Neabut of tlieSubahdaree of Bengal, Azimabad 
(the capital of Bahar, commonly called Patna) and Onffa, &c. fliall 
be conferred by bis excellency the Nabob on Meer Mahomed Cofflm 
Khawn Bahader , he fliall be vefted with the adminiftration of all affairs- 
of the provinces, and after his excellency he fliall fuccecd to the go- 
\cniraent 

Third Article Betwixt us and Meer Mahomed Coffim Kbaira Ba- 
hadcr a firm fncndfliip and union is eflabhflied, his enemies arc our 
enemies, and his fnends are our friends 

Fourth Article. Tlie Europeans and Telengas of the Enghfli army 
lhall be ready to aflift the Nabob MecrMaliomed Coffim Khawn Bahader 
in the management of all affairs , and in all affairs dependent on him 
they fliall exert thcmielves to the utmoft of their abihties. 

‘ Fifth Article, For all charges of the Company and of the faid army 
and provBions for the field, dec. the lands of fiurdwan, and Mfdul- 
pore, and Clnttigong, lhall be afligiied, and funnuds for that purpole 
fliall be wntten ano granted The Company is to flaud to all Ioffes, 
and recene all the profits of tliele three countnes, and we nail demand 
no more than the three aflignmeuts aforcfaid 

Sixth Article One half of thcchuiiam (or lime) produced at Shilhett 
for tliree years fliall be piirchaled by the gomaftahs of the Company, 
from the people of the government, at the cuflomary rate of that pfacc. 
The tenants and inhabitants of tliolcdiflnas fliall reccne no injury 

Scicaith Articlu The balance of the former Tunkhaw fliall be panf 
pccording to die kiftbuiidce (or account of flated payments) agreed 
upon "itli the Royrojan, tlic jewels which have been pledged fliall 
be rccciied bach again 

Eighth Article We will not allow the tenants of the Sircar to fettle 
in the lands of the Enghfli Company, iitither Oiall the tenants of the 
Compapj be allowed to fettle in the lands of the Sircar 


Nintli 
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NIntK Aiticle. We will give no piote6tion to the dependents- of the 
Sircai in the lands or in the fadlories of the Company, neither fhall any 
protedtion be given to the dependents of the Company in the lands of 
the Siicar ; and whofoev^er (liall fly to either party for refuge fiiallbe 
delivered up. * 

Tenth Article. The meafures for war or peace with the Shahzada, 
(meaning the prince Ally Gohar) and railing fupplies of money, and 
the conciuding both thefe points, fliall be weighed m the fcale of reafon, 
and whatever is judged expedient IhaE be put in execution, and it fliall 
he fo contrived by the joint councils, that he be removed from this 
country, nor fuftered to get any footing in it. Whether theie be peace 
.with the Shahzada, or not, our agreements with Meer Mahomed Cloflim 
'Khawn Bahader, we will (by the name of God) inviolably oblerve, as 
long as the' Englifli Company’s factories continue in this country. 
, Dated the 17th of the month SefFer in the 1174th year of _ the 
Hegira. 
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0 

< Copies of the Sunnuds given by the Nabob Meer Mahomed Coflim 
Ally Khawn to the Company, granting them the provinces ’ of 

- Burdwan, Midnlpore, and ChittigoUg, or Iflamab'ad: alfo the 
chunam (or lime) produced at Shilhett for three years. 

Suniiud under the feal of the Nahoh'' Nafler al Muluck Imteaz 6 
Dowlah Neflcrat Jung, Meer Mahomed Cossim Khawn Ba- 
hader. 

To the Zemindars, Canongoes, Talookdars, Tenants, Hulhandmen,. 

C and Chief of the villages of the pergunnah of Burdwan, See. the ze- 
mindaiy of the Rajah Tilluckchund, in the dillridts oTthe Subah of 
Bengal. Be it known, that whereas divers wicked people have trai- 
teroufly ftretched forth their hands to plunder the^ fubjefls and wafte- 
the royal dominions; for this reafon, the laid pergunnah,, 
granted to the Englifh Company, in part for dilburfements of their ex- 
peuces, and the monthly maintenance of five hundred European, horfe,, 


Or 27 fh September ji7<5oo 
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two thoufand European foot, and eight thonfand fcapojs, 'which arc 
to be entertained for the proteQion of the rryal domtmons , let the 
above officers quietly and contentedly attend and paj to the perfon. 
appointed by the Englifh Company, the Hated revenues, and implicitly 
fubmit in all tilings to their authority And the office of the collector 
of the EngliQi Company is as follows ^bey Jball continue the Zeimndnrt 
and Tenants in tbetr places, regularly co’leiS the revenues of the lands, 
and deliver them in monthly for the payment of the expences of the 
Compan), and the pay of the above-mentioned forces, that they may 
be always ready, cheerfully and vigoroully to promote the affairs of the 
king Let this be pun£lually obfened 

-Dated the 4th of the moon Rabbi al Awvul, ift fun, anfWcnng 
to the ijl of the month Cartic, 1176, Bengal fhle. 

N B The Sunnudsfor the Chucklah of Midniporc, inthedHlndfs 
of the Subah of Onffa, and for the Tanna of Iflamabad, or Chitngong, 
appertaming to the Subah of Bengal, arc worded as the above 

Sunnud under the feal of the Nabob Naffer al Muluck, Sec. 

To the Daroga of chunam (or lime) and to the Naib of Silhett Be 
it known, That whereas the Englifh Company an, conftruShng a fort 
in Calcutta, and meet with CTcat obftacles in finiffimg that work, in 
the want of flone chunam , for this realbn it is ordered, that of what- 
ever quantity of chunam is produced at that place, one half (the price 
thereof being received -agreeably to the rate of that place) be delivered 
to the gomaltahs of the Englifh Company for the term of three years, 
that no delays may be occaboned m hnifhing tlie fort aforcfaid , and 
the other half is to be fent for the Sircar Let this be punShially ob- 
ferred 

Dated the 4th of the moon Rabbi al Awvul, ill fun, anfwermg 
to the ill of the month Cartic, 1176, Bengal ftilc. 
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N°X. 

Copy of a treaty between the Englifh Eaft India Company and Meer' 
Jaffier Ally Khawn, oh their reinftating him in the nabobfhip of 
BengaL Dated the loth July 1763. 

The Company’s The feal of the Nabob, Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
large feal. - - Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung, 6cc. 

Articles of a treaty and agreement between the Governor and Coun-. 
cil of Fort William on the part of the Englijfh Eaft India Company, 
and the Nabob Shujah al Muluck Hoflam 6 Dowlah, Meer Ma- 
homed Jaffier Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung. 

On the part of the Company. 

We engage to reinftate the Nabob, Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn 
Bahader, in the fubahdaree of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Onfla, by the depofal of Mahomed Coffim Khawn, and the effiefts, trea- 
fure, jewels, &c. belonging to Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn, which 
fhall fall into our hands, 'fliall be delivered up to the Nabob afore- 
named. 


On the part of the Nabob. 

Firil. The treaty which I formerly concluded with the Company 
upon my acceffion to the nizamut, engaging to regard the honour and 
reputation of the Company, their Governor and Council, as my own, 
granting* perwanahs for the currency of the Company’s bufinefs 3 the 
fame treaty 1 now confirm and ratify. ‘ 

Secondly. I do grant and confirm to the Company, for defraying 
the expences of their troops, the Chucklahs of Burdwan, Midnipore, and 
Chittigong, which were before ceded for the fame purpofe. 

Thirdly. I do ratify and confirm to the Englifli the privilege granted 
them by their firmaun and feveral hufbulhookums, of carrying on their 
trade by means of their own duftuck, free from all duties, taxes, or 
impofitions in all parts of the country, excepting the article of fait, on 
which a duty of 2 ^ per cent, is to be leived on the Rowaiia or Hoogly 
market price. 

Fourtlily. 
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Pourthly I give to the Company Iia'f the fall-petre which is pro- 
duced m the country of Pumea,, which their gomaftahs fliall fend to 
Calcutta The otjier half fliall be colle< 3 ed hy my fowzdar, for the 
life 'of my offices , and I \vUl fuffelr no other pcrlbh to maki purchafct 
of thii article in that country 

Fifthly In the Chucklah of Silhctt, for the fpace bf five years, com- 
mencing with the Bengal year 1170, my fowzdar and the Company s 
gomanih-fliall Jointly prepare chuham, of whith each fliall defray hfllf 
the c'cpcncca , ahd half the chunam lb made flball be giveu to the Com- 
pany, and the other half fliall be for my ufe. 

, Sixthly I will maintain twelve thoufand horfe and twelve thoufand 
foot in the three provinces If there ftiould be occafion for more, thi 
number fliall be increafed by confentof the Governorand Council pro- 
portionably to the eipergcncy Befides tlicfe, the forces of the Eiighfli 
Company fliall always attend me when they are wanted 

Seventhly Wherever I Ihall fix my court, either at Murfliedabdd or 
rflfcwhere, I will advife- the Governor and -Council j and what number 
of Enghfli forces 1 may have occafion for in the management of my 
dffairs, I will demand them, and they flaall be allowed me 1 and an 
Enghfli gentleman fliall refide with me to tranCna all afiairs between 
me and the Company, and a perfon fliall alio refide on my pari at 
Calcutta, to negociate with the Goicrnor and Council 

Eighthly The late penvanahs iflued by Coflim Ally Khawn, grant- 
ing to all merchants the exemption of all duties for the fpace of two 
years, fliall be • reverfed andcalled in, and the-dotics collcftcd as before 
Ninthly I will caulc the rupees coined in Calcutta to pafs in every 
rcfpedl equal to the flecas of MurfliedabSd, without anj deduflion of 
batta, and whofocien fliall demand batta, fliall be puniflied 

Tcntlily I will give thirty lacks of rupees to defray all the cx- 
pcnccs and Infs accruing to the Company from the war and floppage of 
their imcftmentj and I will reimburfe to all private perfons the amount 

• Dj the DmuaPBnnlKt by tbeXIogal FamUiroTtD theEngllfli, to ftenre thtm from tbeop- 
Iffctliooiof fobonliiutcgoTcrnmcnti they iraded by ihcwdnftnct, doty free. Upon the dUTblpl 
lion of the Mogul empire, the pronnciil gorcroraentof Bengal aJfo became Independent uhere 
the En^Sflj trade growlngelireffleljeaienriTe ibepilTDegeagrantedthembylhedtitluckbeaM 
a Dotoitonrabnfe, which Tn cncflmadc ibemtbetnonopolrzcraof all trade crenfi-om ihenarlrca 
brthceonniry The Nabob Xteer Collim, Tcryfcnliblc that fneh uai the cafe lodtindTogH 
difficult 10 (eiile any pbn wlih the EngClh urhlth had nnt a tendency in opprefi hu own fnbjefti 
aboHIhedaUdatlrt foe iwoycara. He wai fooo afier depofed j end aa ihlr aboIItJoQrfdotI« 
fciTcd to OTt ihe nallrcJ 00 the tame foolleg of trade with the EnglKh Company and ihtnj 
rerranti therefore thit artiele of the prdatt treaty vrat made that Mcer-CoffiatV pcrtranahi 
fhotild be recalled, andtbatlheduuca flsonld agalo be pajd by the naitrer, while ibe EogUfli 
Wcrecacsif ed 
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of fucH Ioffes proved before the Governor and Council, as they n 
fuffain in their trade in the country j if I fhould not be able to difchai 
'this in ready money, I will give aflignments of land for the amount. 

' Eleventhly. I will confirm and renew the treaty which I forme 
made with the Dutch. 

Twelfthly. If the French come into the country, I will not allc 
them ’to ere8: any fortifications, maintain forces, hold lands, zemi 
daries. See. but they fiiall pay tribute and carry on their trade as 
former times. 

Thirteenthly. Some xegulatiOns fiiall be hereafter fettled b«twe 
us, for deciding ^11 difputes which mayarife between theEnglifii ager 
and gomaftdhs in the different parts of the country, and my officers. 

In tefiimony whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have fet oi 
hands and affixed the feal of the Company to one part hereof, and tl 
T^abob afotenarned hath fet iiis hand and feal to another part berec 
which were mutually ddiie dnd interchanged, at Fort William, tl 
f oth day of July 1703. 

Signed HENRY VANSITTART. 

JOHN CARNAC. 

WILLIAM BILLERS. 

WARREN H ASTINGS. 

-RANDOLPH MARRIOTT* 

Tort William, the 29th D&- HUGH WATTS, 

cember 1763. 


A true Copy, 

^ JOHN GRAHAM, fecretary. 


No XL 

Gopy of the demands made by the Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, 
and agreed to by the Governor and Council, upon the treaty of 
the 10th of July 1763 i(N'’X.)5 and alfo'copyof the Nabob*s 
agreement to. pay the' company 500,000 rupees per month during 
the war with the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah. Dated the i 6th Septem- 
ber 1764. 

Firft. I formerly acquainted the Company with the particulars of 
my own affairs, -and received from them repeated letters of encourage- 

C' mpnh 
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ment and kindnefi, with prcfcnts I now make -this requeft, tharyou 
will wnte in a proper manner to the Company, and allb to the, King of 
England, the particulars of our fnendfliip and umon, and procure for 
me wntings of encouragement, that my mmd may be allured from that 
quarter, that no breach may ever Iiappen between me and the Englilh, 
and that every Governor, Counccllor, and Chief of the Enghlh that 
arc here, or may hereafter come, may be well difpofed and attached 
to me 

Second Since alt the Enghlh gentlemen allured of my friendly 
difpofition to the Company confirm me in the nizamut, I requeft that 
to whatever I may at any time write, they will give their credit and 
alTcnt, nor regard the Hones of deCgnmg men to my prejudice, that 
all my afiairs maj go on with fiiccels, and ,no occafion may anfe for 
jealouly or ill-will between us 

Third Let no protedhon be given by any of the Enghlh gentlemen 
to any of my dependants, who may fly for ihelter to Calcutta, or other 
of your diftnfisi but let them be dehvered up to me on demand. I 
lhall llndUy enjoin all my Fowzdars and Aumils on all accounts to 
afford aftiftance and countenance to fuch of the gomaftahs of the Com- 
pany as attend to the lawful trade of their faQonesj and if any of the 
find gomaftahs lhall a£t otherwife, let them be checked m fuch a man- 
ner as may be an example to others 

Fourth From the neighbourhood of Calcutta to Hoogly, and 
jnany of their pergunnabs bordenng upon each other, it happens that 
on complaints being made, people go againft the Tjookdars, Ryots, 
and Tenants of my country, to the prejudice of the bufinefs of the 
Sircar, wherefore let ftridi orders be given that no perfons be fent 
from Calcutta on the complaints of any one upon my Talookdars or 
Tenants j but on fuch occafions let application be made to me or the 
Naib of the fowzdary of Hoogly, that the Company may be fubjedt to 
no lofs or devaftations And if any of the traders who belonged to 
the Bncklbunder and Azimgungc, and have fettled in Calcutta, fliould 
be defirous of returning to Hoogly, and carrying on their bufinefs 
there as formerly, let no one moleft them Chandernagorc and the 
French fadlory were frejenttd to me by Co'ontl Cltve, and given by 
me m charge to Ameer Beg Khawn, for this reafon let ftnift mders be 
giien that no Englifti gentlemen cxercife any authority therein, but 
that It remain as formerly under thejunfdiflion of my people 

Fifth Whenever I demand any forces ■'from the Governor and 
Council for myalTiftancc, let them be immcdutelj fent to me, and no 
demand made on me for their cxpcnccs 


The 
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The demands of Nabob Sujah al Muluck Hoffam 6 Dowlab, Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Khawn Bahadei Mahabut Jung, we the Prelident 
and Council of the Englilh Company, do agree, and fet our hands to, 
in Fort William, the loth July 1763. 

Signed HENRY VANSITTART. 

WILLIAM BILLERS. 

JOHN CARTIER. 

WARREN" HATSINGS. 

, -RANDOPH MARRIOT. 

, . HUGH WATTS. 

. Copy of the Nabob JafRer Ally Khawn’s note for payment of five lacks 
per month, for expences of the Company's troops during the war 
with Sujah laDowlah. Dated 1 6th September 1764. 

The Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Ally Khawn’^ note for five lacks ' 
of rupees per month, for the expences of the army. 

Account of money fettled for the expences of the Europeans and fea- 
poys, the artillery, an^ the raffing of the cavalry, which fliall he paid 
a month fooner or later according to the particulars under mentioned, 
from the beginning of the month Sophar (3ifl: July 1764) of the 5th 
year of the reign, till the removal of the troubles with the Vizier ; viz. 

In the province of Bengal, at Murfhedabad - « 300,000 

In the province of Bahar, at Patna - _ . 200,000 

Total, rupee* 500,000 

Written the 19th of Rabbi al Awvul, the 5th year of the Jaloos^. 

N. B. I will include in the aforefaid fum, whatever balance may 
>,^be due from me on account of mj former agreement with the 
^'Company. 


A true Copy. 

W. MAJENDIE, fecretary. 


^ 1 6th September 1764. 
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Copy of the Petition, or Propof|l8 made by Jhe Prmcp AhyGohaiv 
otherwife called The K INC, or The Emperor to> 

Myor Heflor Mtmro, then Commander of the Company s troops^ 
at Banaras) as inclofcd in a letter from the Major to the Gvemor- 
and Council at Calcutta. Dated 2 ad November 1764. 

If this tountry is to be kept, put me in pofleffion of it, and leave a. 
fmall detachment of the troops with me, tojbcw that I am proteSei’ 
by the Enghjb, and they {hall be at my ex pence, that if any enemy 
come any time againfl; me, 1 will mikchiiih cnhnefitions ipithc cojiiyry 
that with .my own troops, and -the aforementioned fingllidfilaohipent, 
will defend the country, without -any tfiiMheralliOanfe'from the Png- 
hfli, -anJ I vail pay them cj" tfit rpotaues of tbf country v;bnt Jim they 
Jbail demand yemh ^ K the Eitghfii will edntrary to then- interell make 
peace with the Vizfcr, I will go toDdhly, for I cannot think of return- 
again into ihe hands. of a man who has ufed me -fo 111 I have no 
ihends Uepend on more than ihe 'Bnglilh j their former behaviour to 
ipe will make me syor relpoft and jegard theme now is their time to 
be m poITeffion of a country abounding with riches pud treafurej I JbalL 
bt Jatisped vatb vibatever Jbare they pkaje of it The Rohillas wert 
always enemies to the impenoos Vizier, they arcull my fnends 


Noxur 

Copy of the Articles fent on the 6th December 1764, by the Gover- 
nor and Council of Calcutta, to be executed ,by the .Prince Ally 
■Gobar, in the charafler ofiEMjmnoRj as inclqfcd for tjiat purpolt 
to Major Heitor Munro, Commander m chief of the army.^ 

Inconfidcration of the alTiftancc and fidelity of the Englith Company, 
which has freed us from the inconvenicncies we laboured under, and 
ftrengthcnedithe foundanoni of TiiEEMpiRiwhich God has given us, 
we have been gracioufly plcafed to grant to the Enghth Company cur 
royal Jdvours according to the following articles, which £hall remain 
£rm both at prefent and in future. 

' AS 
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As the Ehgllfli Company have been put to a great ^xpence, and their 
jri^irs exppfed tp danger, by the war .With the Nabob Sujah al t)owIah, 
unjuftly and' contrary to^ our royfj pkafury ^aged againft tliem ; 
have therefore affigned to theni the country of Gr|iazipofe, arid the reft 
of the zemindaiy' of 'Bulwant Sing,' belonging to the nizamut of the 
Nabob Sujah al Dowlah ; and t^e regulation and government th'ereof 7 
nve hnnje given to their difpofal, in the fame na^ner as it was in the 
Nabob Sujah al D owl alfs. The* aforefaid Rajah * having fettled terms 
with the Chiefs of the Englidi Cpmpany, is, according" thereto, 'to pay 
the revenues to the C,ompany ; and. ^e amount mail not J^elong to the 
book^ of the royal reveniie^ bu/ fhall be-expunged from. them. The 
army of the jSnglilh Company having joined our ' Jianddrd, fhall put us 


thofe of Rajah Bulw^t Sjng's zemindary, fhall bp in hpr e^h tire manage- 
ment and diQiofai. M 

As the Enghfli Company will he at a further expencein putting us im 
pofTeffion of IJlahabad, and the reft pf the,ni:^mut of the Nabob Sujah 
al Dowlah, we will therefore, as^vve get pofleffion," gra^nt to them oiit 
of our treafury fuch a proportion of the revenues as the exigencies^ of 
our affairs will admit of; and when 'we are put in full poffefhon,, yvet 
willreimburfe the whole expences of theDompany in this bulinefs fronij 
the time oftheir joining our royal ftandard.' 


N*^ XIV., ■ 

Copy of the Imperial Gr a-n t, or Firmaun ofTnEEMpERoR 
Shah Alhim , granting to the Company the zemindary of Ghazi- 
ppre, Banaras, &c.^ Jield by the. Rajah Bplwant Sing*, h)atedi 
2pth December 1 76^.. 

As the Englifh Cdmpany have been put to a great^exppnee^ and their 
affairs expofed.to danger by the war which the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah^ 
•unjnftly and contrary to our Toyal pleafure waged againff them 5^ we 
have therefore affigned ito^ them, the .country of -GhaziporCj, and the reft 
of the. zemindary of Ra)ah Bulvvant Sing,, -belonging to, the ni- 
zamut of the Nabob. Sujah al Dowlah, and the ^egulatiQns^ andi 
government thereof weffiave given to their difpofal, in the fame manner 
as it was in the Nabob Sujah al jEJowlahls. 'The aforefaid jRaj ah having, 
jfettled-terms' with the , Chiefs ' of the 'j^nghfliT Company, .isj according^ 
fh^eto,. to pay the revenues to the Conipanya, 
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Theijmy 'of the pngljfii Company having joined oor llandard, fhall^ 
put lit ui polfellioA ofjlllahabai and the reft of ^tte'ccunmes belonging 
to 'the^amut'iof 'the ^Jalwh^Sujah al DovWah^jand the revenues, ex- 
cepting thdfe of Rajah' BillWant Sing i zenuiiQarjr, ihall be in our entire 
management and difpt/lil * ' ^ 

It becomes the Comjiany to fliew^ thcif gtateflil fenfe of our royal fa- 
vours, and to exert themfdves to the litdiofl in the proper management 
and regulation of the country, to encourage and befriend our fubjeds, 
to pnnifli the contentions and expel Ac' rebellions Jrom their temtones 
They muft ufe their belt endeavours to promote the welfare of our 
people, the ryots and other mhabitants,* to prohibit the ufe of thirds of 
an mtoxicatmg nature, and fuch as atfc forbidden by the law of Godj 
m dnvm^ out enemies, m decidmg caules, and fettling matters agree-^ 
ably to the rules 'of Mahomed and the law of the 4 mpirc, fo that the in- 
habitants may apply themfelves, with peace of mind and fatisfaftion, 
to the cultivation of the country and excrofe of other their profeflions, 

and that the weak may not labour under oppreffion and violence 

Thev will conCder thefe as our ftna mjunftions 

■'ai l M 

Written on the 4th day of Rqub*, Fort Wllham, 6th February 

the 6th year of the reign ' 1765 

A true Copy of the tranflahon, 

W MAJENDIE, fecretary. 


No XV 

Copy of a Treaty between the Englifb Ball India Company and 
Najim al Dowlah, on thar invefting him with the Naboblhip of 
Bengal, upon the death of his iamer Meer Jafficr Ally Khawn 
Dated 1 5tli Februaiy 1725 ' 

Articles of a treaty and agreement concluded between the Governor 
and Council of Fort Wilham, on the part of theEnglilh Baft Indix 
Company, and the Nabob Najim al Dowlah 

O/i tit fart of tit Cotafary 

We the Governor and Council do engage to fecure to the Nabob 
Najim al Dowlah, the fubahdary of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 

. . • 39tlireceailjtTi764 
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and Oriffa, and to fupport him therein with the Company’s forces ' 
againft all his enemies. We will alfo, at all times, ^ keep up fuch force 
as may be neceflary, effedtually to affift and fupport him in the defence 
of the piovinces; and as oiir troops will he more to be depended hn\th^an 
any the Nabob can havcy and lefs expenfive to him^ he need therffore 
entertain none but fuch as are requifite for the fupport of the civil 
officers of his government, and the bufinefs of his colleBions through 
the different diftrifl:s. . ^ 

We do further promife, that, in confideration the Nabob ‘fliall con- 
tinue to affift in defraying the extraordinary expences of the war.now 
carrying on againft Sujah al Dowlah, with five lacks of rupees ^per 
month, which was agreed to by his fattier, that whatever fums may be 
heieafter received of the King, on account of our affiftance afforded 
in the war, fhall be repaid to the Nabob. 

' I I ■' Ti 

On the part of the Nabob, 

In confideration of the affiftance which the Governor and Council have 
agreed to afford, in fecuring to me the fucceffion in the fubahdary of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, heretofore held by niy jfather, the ^lat^e* Na- 
bob Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, and fupporting me in it againlfl'airmy" 
enemies, I do agree and bind myfelf to the faithful performance djf the 
following articles. 

ift. The treaty which my father foriherly conclujded with the Cpm- 
pany upon his firft acceffion to the nizamut, engaging to regard '"the 
honour and reputation of the Company, and of their Governor and 
Council, as his own, and granting perwanahs for the currency of , the 
Company's trade, the lame treaty, as far as is confiftent with the ar- 
ticles hereafter agreed to, I do hereby ratify and confirm. 

zd. Confidering the weighty charge of government/ a'ni^ how'effen- 
.lial it is for myfelf, for the welfare of the' country, and for the Com- 
' pany’s bufinefs, that I Ihould have' a perfoii who has had ' experience 
therein to advife and affift me, I do agree to have one fixed with me, 
wrth the advice of the Governor -and Council, in the ftation of Narb 
Subah, who lliall accordingly have, immediately under me, the chief 
management of all affairs and as Mahorned Keza Khawn, the Naib of 
Dacca, has in every refpedt my approbation, and that of the Goye^- 
. nor and Council, I do further agree, that this truft lhall be conferred 
on him and I will not difplace him without the approbation of thole 
gentlemen and in cafe any alteration in this appointment Ihould here- 
after appear advifeable, that Mahomed Reza Khawn, provided he has 
'2 " ■ acquitted 
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accraitted bliiilSf wjth EdeL^ his hdriam/Vi^tfori, ■Aall, ‘In fnch 
cafe, be rtnh'/fated in thJ'iNfaibfmn W Daica, ‘i^ith tlib famfe ai/thtfnty' as 

Jd Tfib hulinefs of the colldflions ‘of the feVbndeS fhall/^ndcf tit 
^Jaib Snbah, be divided ‘into Hvo or ^Ore brdnch'es, nS inay ^pear pro- 
per and aaJ'h^bi thi KiUeft diiSebdehte Snfl confidfcnce on tht at- 
tachment of “the Englifli, and fuitr I'^egard to iny ttaerifi and AgmtyK 
and am defiroub of giving tlieni e\e^ teftimony ■therebf, 1' do further 
confeir, that the ^podintmeht'-Hiid dirnlfffidn of the iVfarieddeds' off thofc 
branihes, 'k'nd the Jallotment‘i'f 'their fcVcfaJ^drftriflsl '(hall bt fvitH the 
approbation of the Govdmor antlCounciL And, confidcrm^. bow viucb 
men of my rink'dild Jiahik 'drc obliged to irujl tO the ,eycS and recofalmen- 
"dations of the fefvHilis iibotlt hhcfn, and hbW JlAle to be deceived, it ii 
my further -viU, that the GovferKdr ahd CcSmlcUfhall be at liberty Vo ei- 
jeB ard pomt out to me when improper people are mtrujled, or wbere 
my ojicers and fuiyeSi 'tire opprejfed, nild ‘l 'Will pay a proper regard 
to fuch reprclentatious, that my afiairs may be condufted with honour, 
my people every ^hb to bi hdppy, itfid their gnebiinceS'be redfdfled. 

4 th , 1 'do confirm to dhciComi^hy, bs a fefoUiicc for defraying 
"the Ordinary ixpeicfe of their troops, the Chdfcklahs bfBurdWan, Mid- 
nipbfe, olid ClliftlgcSHg; 'ih “Ss full a 'm'lnngt as heretofore fceded bp my 
father 'Hie fufn of five lacks of ficta fupOts per mbnth for ihcir mairl- 
tenance;, was further agreed to be paid by my fathcl-, 1 dgree to pTy 
fhe faide oilt <4f i^^trealbry, tvhilfl: the exigency fcif keeping bp fo 
an ’army coHnhtfes. when die’CdthpiUy s oifcifiOtis Will admit a 
diimnliti’on of the citp’ciribs they arc put fo,'dn 'dOcou'ht df'thoft 'troops, 
llie Gdvehi'dt 'will then tWieve me frofii 'fbch i proportion of tins aP- 


will ohly miilitdiri filch af ite Imhiolliatcly Hcccfia^ fOf'tlie dignity of 
'‘nj perfon and gov^ement bnd thchufincfi of ' my cdlleillint tllrOpgh the 
proi inccs. 

^ 5th J do ratify ‘and confirm to the Erigblh fhcjinvilege granted thehi 
by thar firmaun and fcveral hulhulhooknms of carrying ort Ihiir trade 
by means dfUicir own duftuck, free from all dubcs, taxes. Or ifnpo- 
fitioiis in all parts Of the countiy, cxcOpting in the article of fall, on 
avliich a duty of 34. percent is to be levied on tlic'Rbwana, for Hoogly 
marl c, pnee 

6tb 1 give to the Company the fiberty of “purcbafinghalf the falt- 

petre produced m the country of -Purnca, which their gomafiahs /ball 

5 fend 
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fend to Calcutta: the other half fliall be colledted by my Fowzdar for 
the ufe of my offices : and I will fuffer no other perfons to make pur- 
chafes of this article in that country. 

yth. In'the'Chucklah of Silhett, for the ipace of five years, com- 
mencing with the Bengal year iiyr, my Fowzdar, and a gomaftah on 
the part of the Company, fliall jointly provide chunam ; of which each 
fhall defray half the expence, and half the chunam ib made lhall be 
given to the Company; 

8th.' Although I ffiould occafionally remove to other’places in the 
provinces, I agree that the books of the Sircar fhall be always kept and 
the bufinefs conduced at Murffiedabid, and that ffiall, as heretofore, 
be the feat of my governrnent. And wherever I am, I confent that an 
Enghffi gentleman ffiall refide with me to tranfadt all affairs ‘ between 
me and the Company ; and that a perfon of high rank ffialL alfo refide 
on my part at Calcutta, to negotiate with the Governor and Council. ' 
9th. 1 will caufe the rupees coined at Calcutta to ptfs in every re- 
fpe£t equal to the ficcas of Murffiedabad, without any ' deduction of 
Batta j and whofoever ffiall demand batta ffiall be puniffied. The an* 
'.nual lofs on coinage by the fall, of batta, ' on the iffuing of 'the ,new 
ficcas, is a very heavy grievance to the country 1 and after mature con- 
fideration, I will, in concert with the 'Governor and Council, purfue 
whatever may appear the befi: method for remedying it.’ ^ 

loth. I will allow no Europeans whatever to be entertained in my 
fervice; and if there already be any, they 'ffiall be immediately difmhfed. ' 

1 ith. The Kiftbundee for payment of the reftitution to the fufferers 
in the late troubles, as executed by my father, I will fee faithfully paid ; 
no delays ffiall be made in this bufinefs.- 

lath. I confirm and will abide by the treaty which my father for- 
merly made with the Dutch. 

13th. If the French come into the country, I will not allow them to 
ere£t any fortifications, maintain forces, or hold lands, zemindaries, &c. 
but they ffiall pay tribute, and carry on their trade as in former times. ^ 
14th. Some regulations ffiall be hereafter fettled between us, for de- 
ciding all difputea which may arife between the Engliffi gomaflahs and 
my officers in the different parts of the country. ^ 

In teftimony whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have fet 
our hands, and affixed the feal of the Company to one part hereof, and 
the Nabdb, before named, has fet his hand and feal to another part. 


' 1 . 


A true Copy. 

W. MA JENDIE, fecretary. 

N’ xyi, 
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N°XVI 

Copy of the funnnd from the Nabob Najim alDowlah, for the rever- 
non, m perpetuity, of Lord Chve s jaguecr to the Company Dated 
the 23d June 1765 

Be itinown to the Counfellora and Chiefs of the Enghfli Companyr 
the prefent and future Mutfcddccs, the Chowdnes, Canongoes, Muc- 
kaudums, Eyots, Muggancs, and all other inhabitants of the pergun- 
nahs of Calcutta, &c in the Sircar of Sautgaum, &c in the pro- 
vince of Bengal 

The fum of 222,958 rupees and odd, agreeably to the Dewanec 
Jiinnud, and the funnnd of the High and Mi^ty Mccr Mahomed Jaffier 
Khawn, Nazim of the province, has been appointed from the aforelaid 
pergunnahs, bflonging to the Chucklah of Hoi^ly, 5 cc mithe Sircar oF 
•Sautgaum, &c ihe Zemindary of the Engliih Company, as an uncon- 
ditional jagpeer to the High and Mighty Lord Clive Now hkewife 
the^faid pergunnahs are confirmed as an uwrcniij'niW jagueer to ther 
High and Mighty aforefaid from the idth of May, of theiyfi^thycaiof 
Chnil fanfwenng to- the 14th of Zelcada, of the 1177th year of the 
Hegira) to the i6th May, of the 1774th Year of Chn ft (anfwcrmgto the 
8th of Rubby al Awvul, of the iitlSth year of the Hegira) bang tea 
years, of which one ,)ear is expired, and there are nine to come. 
They fliall pppertam as an uncondmonal jsgnecr to the High and Mighty 
aTorcfaid, ana-after the expiration of this term they Ihall revert as an 
hnconditional jaguecr and perpetual gift to the Company, and if 
i[ which God forbid) the High and Mighty aforelaid Ihall die withm this- 
term, they (hall revert to the Company immediately upon his death It 
15 requifite tha^ ye Ihould regard the High and Mighty aforefaid, dunng 
the foremcntioncd terra^ 'and after him the Company aforefaid as un- 
condmonal jagueerdars, and regularly ,pjiy them the revenues of the 
aforefaid pergunnahs 

Written the 23d of June 1^65, anfwenng to the 3d of Mohurrum of 
the 1 179th Year of the Hegira. 


E STEPHENSON,^rovi Secry 


NoXVJI 



A P P E D 1 x; 




N°x:vir. 

Copy of the new agreement, or treaty jointly ^entered into' between 
the Nabob Najim al Dowlah, the Nabob ^ujah al Dowlah, 
Emferor Shah Allum, and Lord Clive and the Secret Com- 
mittee of Calcutta j upon the latter’s revoking all former treaties, 
and new-modelling the affairs of the Company, by afTumingjthe 
Dewannee. Dated the 1 6th Auguft 17 dj. 

(Sealed and approved hy The Emperor.) 

Whereas the Right Honoui able ^Robert Lord Clive, i Baron Clive of 
PlafTey, Knight, Companion of the moft Honourable Order of the Bath, 
Major General and Commander of the Forces, Trelident of the Council, 
and Governor of Fort William, and of all the fettlemehts belonging td 
the united Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies; 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and OrifTa ; and John Carnac, 
Efquire, Brigadier General, Colonel in the fervice of the faid Company^ 
and commanding Officer of their forces upon the Bengal Eflabhffiment, 
are mvefled with full and ample powers, on the behalf of his Excellency 
the Nabob Najim al Dowlah, Subahdar of Bengal, • Bahar, and-Orlffa, 
and likewife on behalf of the united. Company of Merchants ofEngland 
trading to the Eaft Indies, to negotiate, c fettle; and finally to conclude 
a firm and lafting peace with his Highnefs .the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah^ 
Vizier of the Empire : Be it known to all thofe to whom it may or fhall 
in any manner belong, that the above-named plenipotentiaiies' have ^ 
agreed upon the following articles with his Highnefs. 

ift. A perpetual and univerfal peace, fincere ffiendihip, and firm 
union fhall be eftablifhed between his Highnefs Sujah. al Dowlah and his 
heirs, on the one part, and his Excellency Najim. al. Dowlah, and the 
Englifh Eaft India Company, on- the other, fo that the faid contracting 
powers fhall give the greateft attention, to maintain between themfelves 
their-dominions, and their ful^eCts, this reciprocal friendfhip, without 
permitting, on either fide, any kind of hoftilities to be committed from 
henceforth for any caufe, or under any pretence whatfoever ; and every 
thing. fhall he carefully avoided, which might hereafter prejudice the 
union now happily eftablifhed. 

2d. In -cafe the dominions of his Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah fhall at 
any time hereafter be attacked, his Excellency Najira al Dowlah and 
the Englifh 'Company fhall affift him with a part or the whole of their 

D 1 forces, 
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forces, according to the exigency of his affairs, and to far as may be 
conCftent wth their own fccunty t and if the dominions of his Excel- 
lency Najim al Dowlah, o/ the Englilh Company (hall be attacked, 
his Highnefs ffinll m like manner aflift them with a part or the whole of 
hi8 forces j in the cafe of the Englith Company s forces being employed 
in his Highnels s fervice, the cxtraordmary eipence of the fame is to be 
defrayed by him 

3d His Highnefs folemnly engages never to entertam or receive 
Coffim Ally Kiawn, the late Subahdar of Bengal, &c Snmroo the af- 
faflSn of the Englifli, nor any of the European deferters within his do- 
minions, nor to give the lead countenance, fupport, or proteiSion to 
them he likewife folemnly engages to dehver up to the Englith what- 
ever Europeans may in future defert from them into this country 

4th Tlie King, Shah Allum, lhall remain in full poflefllon of Cora, and 
fuidi part of the province of Hlahabad as he now poflefles, which arc 
ceded to bts MajeJly as a royal demefne for the fupport of his dignity 
and Expences 

5th His Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah engages, in the moft folemn man- 
ner, to continue Bulwaut Suig m the Zemindaries of Banaras, Ghazi- 
pore, and all thofe ditlridts he poflefled at the time he came over to the 
late Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn and the Englith, on condition of his 
paying the fame revenue as heretofore 

dth In confideration of the great expence incurred by the Englith 
Company m carrying on the late war, his Highnefs agrees to pay Uiem 
(fifty) 50 lacks of rupees, in th» following manner, viz (twelve) 1 2 
lacks in money, and a depofit of jewels, to the amount of eight lacks, 
upon the figning of this treaty, (five) 5 lacks one month after, and the 
remainmg (twenty-five) lacks by monthly payments, fo ns that the 
whole may be ditcharged in (thirteen) 13 months from the date hereof 
yth It being firmly rcfolved to reftore to his Highnefs the country of 
Banaras, and the other ditlnQs now rented by Bulwant Sing, notwith- 
ftanding ibegrant of tbe fame from The Kino to the Englifh Company; 
It IS therefore agreed, that they fhall be ceded to his Highnefs in man- 
ner following, \iz They thall remain m the hands of the Englith Com- 
pany with their revenues, till the expiration of the agreement between 
the Rajah Bulwant Sing and the Company, being on the 2yth Novem- 
ber next) after which his Highnefs lhall enter into potfctlion, the fort 
of Chunar excepted, which is not to be evacuated until the dth arucle 
of this treaty be fully complied with 

Sth His Highnefs thall allow the Englilli Company to carry on a trade, 
duty-free, throughout the vvholcof his dominions 

pth All 
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9tli. All the relations and fubjedts of his Highnefs, who in any man- 
ner aflifted the Englifli during the courfe of the late war, fhall be for- 
given, and no ways molefted for the fame. 

loth. As foon as this treaty is executed, the Engliih forces fhall be 
withdrawn from the dominions of his Highnefs, excepting fuch as may 
be ncceffary for the garrifon of Chunar, or for the defence and proteBion 
King in the city of Illahabad, if his Majefty Ihould require a 
force for that purpofe. 

iith. His Highnefs the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, his Excellency the 
Nabob Najim al Dowlah, and the Englifli Company, promife to[obferve 
flncerely and ftridtly all the articles contained and fettled in the prefent 
treaty^ and they will not fuffer the fame to be infringed, diredlly or 
indiredlly, by their refpeflive fubjedts ; and the faid contradting powers 
generally and reciprocally guarantee to each other all the ftipulations of 
the prefent treaty. 

. CLIVE [L. S.] 

JOHN [L. S.] CARNAC. 

SUJAH [L. S.l AL DOWLAH’s Seal and Ratification.- 
MIRZA COSSIM KHAWN. 

RAJAH SHETABROy. 

MEER MASHA ALLAH. 

Signed, fealed, and folemnly fworn to according to their reipedlivc 
faiths, by the contradting parties at Illahabad, this i6th day ofAu- 
gufl:, in the year of our Lord 1 765, in the prefence of us ' ' 

I EDMUND MASKELYNE, 
ARCHIB. SWINTON, 
GEORGE VANSITTART. 

Fort William, September 30th 1765. 

A true Copy. ALEXANDER CAMPBELL. 

S. S. C. 


N<^ xvm. 

Copy of the General Firmaun from the Emperor, Shah Allum,^ 
' granting to the Company the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, arid 
Orilfa. Dated lath Augufl: 1765. ’ 

At this happy time our royal firmaun, indifpenfably requiring obe’- 
dience, is ilTued, That whereas, in confideration of the attachments and 

4. ' " fervices 
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iprvicc^ of thefUgb and Mighty.lhcNobleft of exalted Nobles, the Chief 
pf illu%ioas,WfiTiors, \<}ta- fmtbful fervants and lincerc 'wcU-wi&ert, 
worthy of our royal favours, the Enghlh Company, ve bavf^anteJ them 
AcPewanpOf of thc;broi 5 nc 4 s of Bengal, Bahar, and OnfS, from the 
begfnpipg of thc^ T uuul Rubby of f he Bengad year n 72, \s a free gift 
Md pltumgau, withoht the aifociation of any other perfon, add with an 
cxenjptipn from the paj^ment of thecnlloms of the Dewannee, which 
tiled to be paid -to the court j it is requifite that the faid Company in- 
gagt to ht jeeunty for the film of twenfy-Cr lacl.s of rupees a year, 
for our royal revenue, uhith fum has been uppottited from tbe Nabob, 
Najim al Dowlah Bahader, and rcgulirly remit the lame to the royal 
Sircap j and in this cafe, as the laid Company arc obliged to keep lip a 
large array for jhe protefbon of the provinces of Bcn^, See. we have 
granted to them wnatfoever rhay remam out of the revenues of the faid 
provinces, after remittmg the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees to the 
royal Sircar, and providing for the expentes of the nizamut it is re- 
quifite that our royal defeendents the Viziers, ' the beftowtrs of dignitj, 
the Omrahs, high in rank, the great officers, Ihe Mulfeddccs of the De- 
wannee, the managers of the buCnefi of the Sullanut, the Jagueerdars 
and Croones, as well the future as the prefent, 'uCng their confiant en- 
deavours for the ellabliftment of this our ro)aJ command, leave the find 
office in pofleffion of the faid Company, from generation to generation, 
for ever and ever, looking upon them to be inlurcd from diflniffion or 
removal, theymuftop no account whatfoever gii c them anj ipterrup- 
tion, and they muft regard them as cxcufcd and exempted from the 
payment of all the colloms of the Dewannee, and royal demands Know- 
ingour orders on the iiibjcfl to be moll flnift and poCtive, Jet them not 
deviate therefrom- 

Wntten the 24th of Sopbar, of the 6th year of the Jaloos *. 

' Contents of the Zimtnun 

Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-manual, our royal 
■commands arc ifliicd, that in confidcration of the attachment and iei- 
vices of the High and Mighty, the Noblefl of exalted Nobles, the Chief 
of aiuftnouf Warriors, our faithful iirvanu and Jincere vycll wifhcrs, 
•worth) of -our royal favours, the Engliffi Company, we ha\c granted 
them the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Baliar, apd Onfia, from 
the beginning of the huflul Rubby of the Bengal year iiya, as a free 

•Tbe laihAvguIl 176J 
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gift and ultumgau, without the aflbciation of any other perfon, and 
with an exemption from the cuftoms of the Dewanec, which ufed to 
be paid to the court, on condition of their being fecurity for the fum 
of t\vcnty-fix lacks of rupees a year, for our royal revenue ; which fum 
has been appointed from the Nabob Najim al Dowlah Bahaderj and 
after remitting the royal revenue, and providirig for the expences of 
the nizamut, whatfoever may remain we have granted to the faid Com- 
pany. 

The Dewannee of the province of Bengah 
The Dewannee of the province of Bahar, 
The Dewannee of the province of OrilTa. 

A true Copy. 

Fort William, ‘ ALEX. CAMPBELL, 

^oth of September 1765. S. S.C. 
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Copy of the Firmaun from The Emperor, Shah Allum, confirm- 
ing to theEnglidi Company the provinces ofBurdwan, Midnipore, 
and Chittigong, and the 24 pergunnahs of Calcutta, &c. before 
ceded to them by the Nabobs, Jaffier Ally Khawn and Coffim Ally 
^Khawn. Dated the 12th Auguft 1765. 

At this happy time our royal firmaun, indifpenfably requiring obe- 
dience, is iflued, that the Chucklahs ofBurdwan, Midnipore, and Chit- 
tigong, &c. and alfb the twenty-foui pergunnahs of Cstlcfltta, ' &e. 
(the zemindary of the high and 'mighty, the nobleft of exalted nobleSj>, 
the chief of illuftrious wariiors, our faithful fervants and fincere well- 
wifhers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englifli Company) which 
were granted to the faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed Cof- 
lim and Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn, deceafed. We, in confidera- 
tion of the attachment of the faid Company, have been gracioufly 
pleafed to confirm to them, from the beginning of the Fufful Rubby of 
the Bengal year 1172, as a free gift and ultumagau, without the affo- 
ciation of any other perfon. It is requifite that our royal defeendents,. 
the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs, high in rank, the 
great officers, the Mutfeddees of the Dewannee,^ the managers of the 

' * " ' bufinefs 
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Jjufincfs of theSultanut, the Jagneerdars and Croones, as wql) thefii- 
turtt as the prefent, -ufiBg their conftant cndeavonrs for, the eftabhih- 
mcnt of this our royal command, ^ leave the laid diftnfls and pcrgim- 
nahs in poflfflion of the faid Company from generation to geperation, 
for ever and ever j looking upon tnem to be infured from dilrzuiBon 
or removal, they muft on no accoont whatfoever mve them -any inter- 
rnption, and they muft regard' them as exenfed and exempted from the 
payment of all “manner of cuftdms and demands Knowing onr orders 
on this fubjeft to be moft ftnift and politivc, let them not deviate there- 
from 


Written thea+tli of Sophar, of the 6 th Year of the Jaloos • 
Contents of the Zimmnn 

Agr^bly to the paper which has received our lign-manua], onr 
royal commands are lUued, that the Chucklahs of Burdwan, Midnipore, 
and Chitugong, 6ec. and alfo the twenty-four pergunnahs of Calcutta, 
icc ^he zemindaty of the Englifli Company) which were granted to the 
laid Company m the time of Meer Mwomed Coffim, and Meer Ma- 
homed JaiEer Khawn, deceafed, be confirmed to the faid Company, as 
a free gift and ultumgau, without the aflbaation of any other perfon 

Chucklah of Burdwan 

Cbucklsh of Midnipore. 

Chucklah of Chittigong 

The twenty-four pergunnahs of Calcutta, See the Zemindary of 
the Englilh Company 

Fort Wilham, September 30th 176J, 

ALEX CAMPBELL ) 
S S C 

• The latbAopin i/lSj 
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Contents of the Zimmun 

Agreeably to the paper which has been received, our fign manual, 
our royal commands arc iflued, that whereas the fum of 221,958 ficca 
rupees and odd, has been appointed from the Pergunnahs of Calcutta, 
Sec. in the Sircar of Sautgaum, See the zemindary of the Enghfli Com- 
pany, as an unconditional Jagueer to the High and Mighty Subdut al 
Muluck Nuffer al Dowlah Lord Clivb Bahaoer, agreeably to the De- 
wannee funnnd, and the funnnd of the Nazim of the province ; in con- 
lideration therefore of the attachment of the High aid Mighty aforc- 
faid, wc have been gracioufly pleated to confirm to hi m the faid Per- 
gunnahs Jbr the tpace of ten years, commencing from the 26th May of 
me 176+th year of the Chnfiun thle, or 14th ofZelcadaof the 1177th 
year of the hegira, and m confidcration of the attachment of the Eng^ 
hth Company, we have.granted the laid Pergunnahs to them after the 
expirauon of the aforefaid term, as an unconditional jagueer and pet- 
petoal gift, and if the High and Mighty aforefaid thould die within 
this term, tht faid Pergunnahs are to revert immediately to the Englith. 
Company ' ’ 

Fort William, the 30th September 1763,. 

A true Copy. 

. , ALEXR CAMPBELL. 

S S C , 

I.M. 
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Copy of the Firmaun from Tub Emperor Shah Album, granting 
to the Company the Fii e Northern Sircars of Sicacolc, &c Dated 
12th Anguft 1765 

In thefe happy times, our firmaun, and full of fplcndor and worthy obe- 
dience, IS delcendcd, puiporting, that whereas Salabat Jung Banader, 
bubalidar of the Deccan, conferred the bircar of Sicacofe, Ac on the 
French Company j and that, m corfejumce ef tts not bnn^ confrmci 

h 
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hy either by firmaun or ‘otherwife,' the high/ mighty, and gloriotis 
Chiefs of the Khawns, chofen of the Omrahsi Seapoy Surdars, truly 
faithful, worthy of receiving favours and, ‘obligations, our invariable 
and , never-failing friends and well-vvifliers, the Englifh Xompany, 
(having fent a large force for that purpofe) did expel the French there- 
from. We therefore, in confideration of the fidelity and good’ wifhes 
of the High, Mighty, &c. &c.'Englifh Company, have from our throne^ 
the bajis oj the worlds given them the aforementioned Sircars by way 
of iniam or free gift (without the. leafi: participation of any perfon 
whatever in the fame) from the beginning of the Phufiul of Tuccau- 
cooul, in the year of Phaly 1172, equahto the month of April 1762. 
It is incumbent therefore upon you, our Sons,- Omrahs, Viziers, Go- 
vernors, Mutfeddees, for the affairs of our dewanfhip, Mootecophils for 
thofe of our kingdom, Jagueerdars and Croories, both now and here- 
after, for ever and ever, to ufe your endeavours in the ftrengthening 
:aTid carrying into execution this our mofl high command, and to cede 
and give up to tlie above-mentioned Englifli Company, their heirs and 
-defcendants, for ever and ever* the aforefaid Sircars, and efteeming 
them hkewife free, exempt, and fafe from all difplacing and removal : 
by no means whatever, either moleft or trouble them oh account of 
the demands of the Dewan’s office, or thofe of our Imperial Court. 
Looking upon this high firmaun as an abfolute and pofitive order, 

' obey it implicitly. Dated the 24th of the moon Sophar in the fixth 
year of our reign. , , 

1 

' Forms made ufe of on the back of the Firmaun. 

From 'the fecretary, fetting forth, that his Majefiy had ‘been pfeafed 
to fign a petition, (fuppofed to be fiom the Company) of the fame date 
as the firmaun, diredting, that whereas Salabat Jung Bahader, Subahdar 
of the Deccan, conferred the Sircar of Sicacole, 6cc. on the French 
Company, and that m confequence of it’s not being confirmed by his 
Majefty, cither by firmaun or otherwife, the High, Mighty, &c. See. 
Englifh Company (having fent a large foice for that purpofe) did ex- 
pel the faid French therefrom. His Majefty therefore, in confideration 
of the fidelity of the aforefaid Englifh Company, has given them (with- 
out the participation of any peifon whatever in the fame) the above- 
mentioned Sircars byway of imam or free gift. 


^ Equal to the I2th Augnfi 1765. 
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Then follow tWo orders Irom the Mogul j the firft, ruppofed t& be 
in his own hand, addrclTed to his Ton Miria Mahorhed Acbur Shah Ba- 
bader, tdhrtg birn to tomply wth the contents of this firmaun r the 
other dire&ng that the Enghfh Oampiny be under his fon s comlriand 
or in his Refaula The whole attifted under Kazy Inanyet Khawn'* 
feal to be a true copy froth the ongmal 


N° xxir 

Copy of the agreethent Whereby the Right Hononrable Robert Lord 
Clive, on the part of the Ebghfli Ball India Comply, agrees ta 
pay the King Shah Allum, froifa the ifcVenucs of Bcn^, Bihar, 
and Onfla, the fum of twenty-fix lacks, or 315,000! per an- 
num, in gratitude for the favours which his Lordlhip and the 
Company nad received from His Impirial Majesty- Dated 
ipth Auguft 1765 

Articles of agreidient With bis Majefty 

The Nabob Najim al Dowlah agrees to payito his Majefly out of the 
reienucs of Bengal, Bahar, and Onfla, the fum of 36 lacks of rupees, 
e year, without any dedudbon for batta, on bills of exchange, by re- 
gular monthly payments, amounting to Rsi 216,666 — 10 — 9 per month j 
the firft payment to fcommcnce from the ift of September of the prefent 
year ; and the Englifli Compaily, in conCdcration of his Majefty s 
hanng been graaoufly pleafed to grant them the dewannee of Bengal, 
Ac do engage tbcmiclvcs to be fecurity for the regular payment of the 
lime It lhall be paid month by month from the faflory of Patna, to 
Rajah Shetabroj, or whomfoeier his Majefty may think proper to no- 
minate, that It may be forwarded by him to the court but in cafe tlie 
tcritoncs of the nforefaid Nabob fliould be invaded by any foreign 
enemy , a dedufbon is then to be made out of the ftipulatcd. revenue, 
proporlionablj to the damage that may be fuftaincd 

In confidcration of NudjufF Khawn shaving joined the Enghfti forces,- 
and aflcdin his Majefty s fcnicc in the late war, his Majefty will bc- 
griciDullv plcaftd to allow him the fum of two lacks of rupees a year, 
to be paid b) equal monthlj uavroents, the firft payment to commence 
froin ihc iftof ieptember of the prefent year, and in default thereof, 

the 
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Englifli Company, who are guarantees for the fame, will make it - 
good out of the revenue -allotted to his Majefty from the territories of 
Bengal* If .the territories of Bengal fliould at any Time be invaded, 
and on that account a dedu^ion be made out of the royal revenue, in- 
fuch cafe a proportionable dedudtion.fhall alfo be made out of J^fudjufF 
Khawn’s allowance, 

! 

Dated the 19th of Anguft 1765^ 

^ort' William, goth September 1765. 

^ A. true Copy. - 

ALEXR CAMPBELL. 

. > s.,s. c. 


xxiir. 

Copy of the Articles of Refignation agreed. to in July, 176'^,. where- 
by the Nabob, Najim al Dowlah, agrees^ to accept of the fum of 
5,386,131 rupees "9 annas, or, 6 73, 2 6 6* pounds Rerling, for the 
fupport of his- government and dignity i becaufe His 'Imperial 
Majesty Shah Allum had been pleafed to give the revenues of 
Ms 'ndhobjkif to the Engliih Eali Iiidia Company. 

Agreement with the Nabob made by Mr. Francia Sykes in July, 1765. 
(See hjs letter to the Secret Committee at. Calcutta, -dated the sSth^^ 
JuJy 1765.) 

The King having been gracioufly pleafed to grant the EnglilH.Com— 
panyghe dewannee of Bengal, . Bahar, and OrilTa,- with' the revenues:- 
thereof, as a free gift for ever, on certain conditions, whereof one is, 
that there {hall be a fufficient allowance out of the'faid revenues forj- 
fupporting the expence of the Niza'mut^ ■ be it known to -all whom it 
may concern, that I do agree to accept of the annual fum of ficca ru- 
pees, 5,386,131 — 9 — o as an adequate allowance for the fupport of the 
Nizamut, which is to be regularly paid as follows,-, Viz. the fum of ficca- 
rupees 1,778,854- — 1 — o for my houfehold expences,-fervants, &c. and 
the, remaining fum of rupees 3,607,277 — 8 — o for. the 'maintenance 
fich horfe, feapoys, peons-, bercundazes, &c.-. as may be thoughtme- 
cefTary for my ■Sewawr}'-, and the fupport of my dignity only, fhoiild. 
fuch an expence hereafter be thought neceffaryto oc i^.epi up,, but .on. 

n no-x 
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no fltcouW ever -tolcxcecJ that amonntj and having a'feffea reJrance' 
onjMiecri al DowJah, I defire he' may have tht diftiurfin^ of hipciis, 
3,'d67>-277— 8 — o Tor the purpofts^before-inentioncd This agreement, 
by thebleffingof God, I hope ^11 he inviolably obferved, at long-et' 
the £nglifli Company s ftfionci-continue in Bengal 

A true Copy j ^ 

,ALEX CAMPBELL - 
" " S S C 
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The Memorial of Mr Thomas Hamilton, to the Honourable the 
Mayor’s Conrt of Calcntta Dated lyth June, 1769 

To the Honourable the Mayor’s Court for the town of Calcutta, at 
Fort Williatai, Bengal 

The Memonal of Thomas Hamilton of Calcutta, furgeon, 

SUEWETH, 

’That fome time in or about the month of June lad pad the memo- 
nalid was a fuitor in this honourable court, againd Rainababoo, de- 
fendant, and employed Mr Richard Wbittall, one of the attomies of 
this court, as his attorn^, to profccute and maintain the fame. 

That, in the courfe of faid fuit, the memorialid was informed, and 
did, on very good authority, believe, that the faid defendant was going 
to leave Calcutta, and retire out of the junfdidlion of this honourable 
court I 

That in confequence of fuch informauon, the mcmonalid took the 
necclTary and ufual dept to fecure himfclf and fuit, by fwearing, by 
alEdaiits drawn by hit faid attorney, to the truth of his demand, and 
hit belief of the faid defendants being about to depart) in order to 
oblige the faid defendant to give bail, as is the conftant and invariable 
pradlicc of this court, ns the raemonalift is adiiled 

That after fome time, the memonalift finding, notwilliftanding hit 
affidavits fvvorn as above recited, that no warrants v\ ere ifiiicd to compel 
the faid defendant to give bail as required, the memonaJift imagined 
himfclf neglefled by his faid attorney, and in confequence very freely 

com- 
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communicated his fentiments to his faid attorney, who excufed himfelf, 
by declaring it was not in his power to do what he conceived he ought 
for the mcmonahri:, fotafmucb as he was how~hcat^ and wttmt dated by 
CorneUus Goodwin, cjgwrc, then Mayor, and even threatened to he ex- 
pelled the court on the cccafion j and that the faid Mr. Goodwin, then 
Mayor, did, in or about the yth day of June aforcfaid, in open court in 
judgment fitting, declare, that the mcmonahfl's oath ought not to be taken 
and that the defendant had been with him at hts houfc, and had there fa- 
tisfied him, that hcv the defendant, was a man of fubllancc , and the re- 
fult of the faid private interview between the faid Mayoi and the fafd 
defendant, was the faid Mayor’s then and there, in open court, declar- 
ing, that the memorialift s faid affidavits ffiould not be taken noi ad- 
mitted-, and though warants had been before ordered, they were then 
fipeifeded, and bad was duelled not to be given at the fame time the 
memorialift’s faid attorney was obliged to be filent in his behalf, being 
at the fame time and place, by the faid Mayor;, threatened to be expelled 
the court, if ever he undertook fuch a caufein future. 

That the faid Mr. WJiittall, the memorialift’s attorney, hath fince, 
and very lately, further advifed the memorialift, that or about Tuef- 
day the 30th day of May laft paft, he the faid Cornelius Goodw'in, then 
an Alderman, did in public court, then and there declare, that the faid 
Mr. Whittall had drawn in the memorialift to fwear to an affidavit to 
make a man give bail (meaning in the above caufe) and had perfuaded 
the memorialift to fwear to the fame. 

The memorialift therefore conceives himfelf greatly wronged and ag- 
grieved, both, in his chara<fter, reputation, and intereft, by theTcanda-^ 
lous and injunous fpeeches, and moft partial proceedings of him the-. 
faid Cornelius Goodwin, in hearing any party in a- caufe pending m 
this honourable court, at his own houfe, and then coming to the' bench, 
and there refufing the memorialift the benefit- of the laws* of his coun- 
try, becaufe he was plcafed to be fatisficd with the- adverfe party, pri- 
vately in his own houfe. Which proceedings of him the faid Corne- 
lius Goodwin, the memorialift doth aver and maintain to be repugnant, 
to equity and good confcience, and manifeftly tending to the 'infamy,^ 
wrong, and injury of the memorialift, and fuch as requir^-immediate- 
redrefs and relief; the which, in order to obtain, is the true irStent andj.- 
meaning of this memorial to this honourable court, if happily the fame 
may be thereby had: the memorialift humbly conceiving,, that being; 
an Aldeiman of this court is no fanclion for the faid Mr. Goodwm’s, 
treating him as the^moft infamous of men, by faying that his^ oath- ought 

not: 



>not to be taken, or that he is to be drawn in or pcrfuaded, either by 
his attorney or any other perfon, to fwear to any thing wherein his con- 
fcience docs not take part, , or that he d thereby at liberty, on any 
pnvate conference with thf memormlifts adperiary ont of court, to de- 
pnvc him, a true apd hegc Bntith fuljcdf, of the benefit of the laws of 
his country lirom which alone he cxpeiSs rcdrels in this honourable 
vcourt 

'THOs HAMILTON 

t 

A true Copy 

Signed J MAY, R'egifter 


Calcutta, 
‘13th June 1765 
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The Anfwer of Cornehus Goodwin, 'Efqulre, Alderman, and late 
Mayor of Calcutta, to the Memorial of Mr Thomas Hamilton j 
addrefled to the Honourable the Mayors Court of Calcutta Dated 
117th June 1769 

I 

To Datid 'Klllican, "Erquirc, &c Members of the Honourable tho 
Mayors Court 

Gentlemen, 

Mr Thomas Hamilton having prefented to this honourable court a 
memorial, fettmg forth fome pretended injunes or gnevances recewed 
from me, or through my means, refpc&ng a fuit he commenced in 
this honourable court againft Ramababoo, on or abontithc month of 
June laft part, and it appeanng to roc, that I am greatly injured m 
the reprefentation ofthofe grievances, I think it incumbent on me, for 
roy own juflification, to acquaint dits honourable court with the feveral 
arcumflances relating thereto, as far as I can tecollefl after fo great a 
dirtancc of timei and tliall then leave it to thejudgment of this honourable 
court, how far I have merited the memonalifts accufations. 

I admit, that the memonahft did apply to me, as the then mayor, 
for a warrant to oblige Ranubaboo to give bail in the fait commenced 
againfl him by the laid memonalill j and in confequence of find appli- 
cauon I granted a warrant, but feveral creditable and rclponlible 

people 
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^feople coming f/iortly after to me, and ajfuring -ine 4 hat the faid Rama- 
'baboo was a man of fubftance and prqperty, and not about to depart 
ithe jurifdidtion of this honourable cou^t ; and as a confiimation ofwJiat 
they had affured me, the faid .Ramababoo having produced at the fame 
>time -feveral intereft bonds to a confiderable amount, foi .monies lent 
-by him to feveral gentlemen in the jfettlement^ I was -induced to put a 
Jiop:to the execution of the fatd Warrant) and the^ fucceeding court day I 
verbally related the foregoing ciicumftances, in juftification^of my conduct 
•upon the occafion, to the members then with me upon the bench, who 
imade no objedfion -thereto, 

Refpedling the memorialift’s reprefentation of being informed by his 
attorney, Mr. Whittall, that it was not in his power >to do what hexon- 
ceived he ought for the .memoriahft, forafmuch las he was biow-beat 
and intimidated by me, and even threatened to be expelled the court 
'On the occafion, I do mofi: 'folemnly declare thefe aflertions of Mr. 
Whittall’s to be falfe, and, to the beft of iny remembrance, I faid 
-nothing more to him upon the occafion, than blaming him -for advifing 
his client to apply for the warrant, and , recommending to him to be 
cautious in future in his application for Wiarrants of that hind. I mufi: 
)beg leave alfo-to remark, that it appears (by the >firfi: part of the, me- 
moriahft's reprefentation on this head) -the memorialifi: had not -been 
informed by his attorney, Mr. Whittall, for fome , time, of what had 
ipafled4n the court relative to the warrant being fpperfeded; .or even ' 
.till the memorialifi: had applied to his faid attorney upon the occafion, 
when he charged him with having been negledled by him. , How, Mr, 
Whittall accounted for this omiflion, I can’t ^ pretend to fay j but I am 
.inclined to think, he would not have ..deferred informing his client with 
what he afterwards did, as is fet forth by the memorialifi:, if it had been 
real 5 nor was it juflifiable in him to omit giving ,his -client the earheffc 
notice of the warrant being fuperfeded, together with the reafon which 
was afijgned for it* 

The memoriahft’s reprefentation, refpedling a declaration of mine in 
, jopen, court, that his oath ought not to be taken, and his affidavit not ad- 
mitted, doth, in my opinion, confute itfelf, it evidently appearing, that I 
laid the blame entirely on Mr. Whittall for applying for the warrant, and 
therefore could not, with the leaf; propriety, point at the memorialifi: 5 
nor had I anyuight, )without the concurrence of the other members upon 
the-bench,-to exprefs -myfelf dnifo didlatoriai a manner as is fet fprth by 
the memorialifi:. 
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In anfwer to the memonalift s reprefcntmg his having been very lately 
advifcd by his attorney, Mr Whit^li that I, as an aldcnnan, did, oa 
or about the 30th day of May laft, in public court declare, that the faid 
Mr Whittall had drawn in the memonalift to fwcar to ah affidavit ta 
make a man give bail, and had perfuadcd the memonalift to fwear to the 
lame, I beg leave to let forth to this honourable court the curcomftance 
that occadoned thi memonalift s name to be mentioned that day in. court, 
and which was as follows 

Mr Killican, the prefent Mayor, being then upon ffie bench, waa 
obfcrving to Mr Miller and mylclf, that he Ihonld be cautious in future 
how he granted warrants, as he had reafon to apprehend they were too 
frequently applied for without proper foundation In confcquence of 
this, I faid (without the leaft intention of injunng the memonahft) that 
I recolleded Mr Whittall had prevailed upon the memonalift to apply 
laft year for a warrant, which afterwards appeared to me to be unne- 
ceffary and this, to the beft of my remembrance and bchef, was all 
that was Cud upon the fubjeft. I moft now beg leave to inform this 
honourable court, that the next day, or two days after the above con- 
verfation, the memonalift came to my honftv feemingly in great wrath, 
and challenged me with having Cud in court at the time aforefaid, that 
he had taken a falfe oath My anfwer to mm was, that I bad not faid 
fo Whereupon he told me, that Mr, Whittall was his author, and 
that he, the memonahft, was ready to fwear it. About half an hour 
after the memonalift left my houfe,* 1 ivent to the court houfe, where I 
accidentally met Mr Whittall, and took, that opportunity to tax him 
with what the memonalift had told me, at afbrcCud- to which he rephed, 
tliat he did not tell the memonalift any fuch thing I then afliired him, 
that the memonalift had faid foj and in confcqucncc of it concluded, 
that he would hare cleared up the point with the memonalift, and that 
1 Ihould have heard no more of it 

Hiving adhered ftrifliy to truth in the toregoing relation, by way of 
reply to the fcvcral acculations fet forth agamft me by the memonahft, 
111 Ills faid memorial 1 flatter myfclf with not having merited any part 
of the Cud accufalions j and that I (hall ftand exculpated therefrom by 
this honourable court, os likewife from having any intentions of in- 
juring the memonalift 

Id regard to Mr Whittall, I can t help faying, that I look npon him 
to have been the promoter of the injunous accufauons, and humbly 
conccuc Ins proceeding in the cafe to be sery nnwaixantable in the 
charafler of an attorney of this honounblc court , and doubt not, upon 

due 
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3ue confideration, that proper notice will be taken of it by the 'mem- 
bers of this honourable court, to whofe judgment I fubmit myfelf 5 and 
am, with all -due rcfpedt. 

Gentlemen, 


Your mod obedient fervant, 

Calcutta, 27th June 17^9. CORNEL®. GOODWIN. 


A true Copy. 


J. MAY, regifter. 


N° XXYI. 

t t «• 

. ^ s. 

The Memorial of Alexander Jephfon, Efquire, to the Honourable 
the Court of Diredlors of the United Company of Merchants of 
' England trading to the Eaft Indies 5 with the opinion of Sir Wil- 
ham De Grey, Sir Fletcher Norton, and Charles Sayer, Efquire, 
thereupon 

r 

To the Honourable Court of Diredlors of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies. 

The Memorial of Alexander Jephfon, late of' Bengal, Merchant, but 

now of London. 

'Sheweth, 

That your memorialift, in the year 1762, went to Bengal under free 
merchants covenants by your permiflion granted in that year; and 
during his refidence there, .and in the year 1766, he married Mrs. 
Gallopine, widow and executrix of the late Peter Gallopine of Calcutta, 
whofe eftate your memorialift found in great confufion, and large de- 
mands ’ againft it 5 and your memorialift examined and perufed his books 
of accounts with as much care and attention as they would admit of, they 
having been very irregularly kept, and no balance of his cafti book having 
been ft ruck for fome years. 

That it appealed to your memorialift on fuch examination, that it 
was impoftible any judgment could be formed of his affairs by the ftate 
of the books at the time of his death, although it was cruelly reported 
that Mr. Gallopine had died worth money, which report has been of 

F 2 great 
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great detriment to the creditor* of f ^ 

Z t n. r _ 1 .u- -_toonls of the- laid eitate, -your nie-i 

mSdl founZhe W gLd^ infcl’^^^t ^ f ' f 

r j r ® ‘Ir *ucrt not bcine furacicnt alTcts to fa- 

of nipccs t and m confcqucncc of tir ^ i n. j i. r 

tisfy S the creditor* on the eftate,ry°“^ memonalift. «nd Ins wife as 

execDtrnr. had feveral fuits commeH 

‘orjalift and his wife mtended to- 
That m the year 1767, yoar mcm , ^ ^ , j 

come to Engla^, and IJ engaged pr=vemed, 

1. HIT ® -a. ,^Ti J >on your memoriaiift to eive ftcu^ 

by the Mayors Court, who “Tied up ^ 

nty, on leaving tlie country, for the t, . . .* l j 

mands on Mr Galloplnes eftate, a!k‘Jg*"g- cxecutnr hadi 

paid feveral debts in foU, £he ought t? Py remainder, or make an 
i^5ual dividend of the eftate, and that ? overpaid of what 

t^e dividend would have amounted t^ f°^r ^,u 

‘S’ SwSii'^i.r Si^S' 

ipfre cemmenerd, and before tt ‘outs kn^ f ^ r '^tr t t 

and an e fuppofticn tbot there -would *’> 

wbete dedonS on fa.d ejlate . your acquainted the 

ebnrt. that there Jt a iJge fim of t 

of her wcrrwse fettlemeht with d W''’ 

/^ra/rry, W ffttkd upon her before her 

ond veiled m lie hhHds of trufieeo, nvhrcb,^^, 

bimfelj of, by being attorney for one I t^^mfeei, eoitbout the 

ledieor confent of the executnw. and ‘^o 

grfatejl creditor tbataralltbe effeaih'‘^^‘^"T" ^f^'^ ^hicbcame 
10 tbeCandi of the exeerUrne, ani your 

fecurities from year memorial fl on an c'a * ^ 

contrary to Znr, and thcrefore-^your mr'>~’''^ ‘° "“P’P'f 

giving luch fccunti'es, the courMhen oK''l'd your memonalift ,o mi^o 
an 4 davit in court, that your memon,*'’^ '•Z}L , U ' 
the Ciliifaftion of the creditors, which f ° impelled 

to comply VMtb, or he tiould have beel' ‘^="‘ '° P"'^" 
fion has been a great expenccand lofs to y^**'^ rncmoria i 
The court then promVfcd they would 
the tucKe months, and that your mcii'°"^‘‘^ ^e detained 

an\ longer on account of thefe affnrs . r „ , , 

That >cur memonalift gave public n°''"= having de- 
mands on ihe raid eftatc, to mal e them '"P'T^- 

' ber» 
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Be'r, thal youp metnorialifl: might' not be prevented coming: ,to England 
the nexfc year; and, as, it aj^peared' the Banyan, who had the manager 
ment of Mr. Gallopine^s afFaiis in^ his life-time, Had hot given in proper 
and- clear accounts,^ aqd had aflured the executrix that there woutd^ be 
fnfficient c^Jfet-^ to pay, alb the debts on the ejlatey befides her own money due 
by virtue of the [ettlemenfy your memqrialift,. fufpedting him guilty of 
fome fpaud,-^ eaufed a. bill to be filed againfi: him for the difeovery of 
the effedts, and« alfo to latisfy the creditors,, who ftill could not be per- 
fuaded. that the' -eftate waS' infolvcnt, though your memorialiffc filed his 
adcouptof the eftate in the Mayor’s Court in Odober ; and your me,- 
moruUlifi:'' afterwaids delivered in. all the books, papers, and accounts be- 
longiPg to' the^fai-d Peter Gallopine’s eftate to the Regiifer of the.jilayors^ 
CourCj, by order of the court, for the infpedion of the creditors. 

That the next year,- in February 17,68^ your memorialift. was pre- 
paring to come to England , when feveral of the, creditors, who then had! 
lints depending in the Mayor’s Court, fijed. a nevV bill agamft the exe- 
cutrix and’ your- memorialifi: 3 and though they made the debts amount 
to about 2 5^)000 rupees,, they drew out an account of what a dividend 
would produce, and again demanded a fecurity from your memorialifi: 
of> about 78,000 rupees. . - . 

That your memorialifi? had* often attended' 'the court* in the eourfe 
of the twelve’ months, and acquainted them that it was- his firm intention, 
to leave Bengal thaj: feafon, and prefcnted feveral petitions requefting, 
they would finifli the alFairs,. agreeable to their afiurances of laft year;, 
alfoi of his having taken a pafiage on: board' The Northington, Cap- 
tain Scaly,’ who was to fail the latter end of February, or beginning of 
March, in order to bring them to a conclufion, as your memorialifi; 
found he could be of no further fervice tp- the eftate, and his own af^ 
fairs requiring his prefence in Europe, befides that his health had been 
much impaired;, and upon this bill being, filed on ^e ipth of February 
1768, a few days only before your rheraoriahfi: was to embark, the 
court ifliied out a warrant, called a Me exeat regno, which was in tho. 
words following : 

^ \ 

‘‘ By the Honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta at Fort Wili* 

“ liamjn Bengal : 

“ To the SherifiF of Calcutta aforefaid, and thedlfi;ri(ft thereof, greeting: ^ 

j 

Becaufe we have received certain intelligence that Alexander 
^ Jcpliibn and Philadelphia his wife, who is v/idow and executrix of 

‘‘ Peter 
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■“ Peter Gallopine, late of Calcutta afbrefaid, merchant, deceafcd, pro- 
“ pofe immediately to depart out of the junfdifbon, or out of the reach 
of the procefi of this Court, towards parts beyond feas, to the very 
•'"^reat damage of this Court, and of the fuitors of this -Court) and 
" this Court Dcmg wilhhg and defirous to prevent the fame, you are 
“ commanded by mis Court, that without any delay you make the laid 
" Alexander Jephlon and Philadelphia his perlbnally to come be- 
*' fore you and -find fufEaent bail, under a certam pendty by you to 
•' be reafonably impofcd, ibr which they will anEwerto thiS Court, that 
“ they or either of them fhall not prefume or -attempt to depart towards 
'■ parts beyond feas, or out of the junithdbon, -or out of the reach of 
“ the procefs of this Court, without the fpeiaal hccnce of -this Court, 
" m contempt or to the prqudice or damage of this Court, or of the 
•' fuitors thereof, and if this they fhaU refufe to do before you^ then 
do you immedutely commit the laid Alexander Jcphfon and Phila- 
•' delphia his vnfe to the pnfon -at -Calcutta aforelaid, in the lame to be 
•' kept in clofe cudody until they -do this volnntanly, and when you 
"have fo taken fuch bail or fecunty, do you certify this court thereof 
'• dearly and diftindfy under your feal, at the fame time returning this 

*' wnt to this Court Given under the hands and fcals of Cornelius 

" Goodwin, Elij) Mayor, -and of Mr David Killican, one of the alder- 
■“ men of Calcutta aforefaid, and under the feal of the faid Court, this 
■“ ninteenth day of Fcbraary, an the year of cur Lord 1768 

(Signed CORNELIUS GOODWIN. Mayor <L S ) 

“ DAVID KILLICAN, Aldemiam (L S J 

•“ (L S) JOHN HOLME, tegifter 

•"Take good bail for current rupees fcventy-eight thouliind fix hundred 
“ lorfy-four, and four annaSj and one pice’ 


This proceeding your mcmonaUfl looked upon as illegal, and would 
not comply with ; in confequence of which your mcmonahft was ar- 
refled by the Sheriff by virtue of the aboie wartant, and committed to 
pnfon, without being allowed twenty-four hours to procure bail 

’i our mcmonalift immediately applied to tlic Governor -ond Counal of 
Calcutta for redrefi, as per the following letter 


To 
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To the Honourable Harr}^ Vcrclft, Efq; Prefident and Governor, and 

the Council of Fort William. 

** Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

” I beg leave to inform you, that by virtue of an illegal warrant if* 
“ fued from the Honourable the Mayor’s Court, under the hands and feals 
“ of Cornelius Goodwin, Efq; Mayor, and Mr. David Killican, one of 
** the Aldermen, I am this day committed a clofe prifoner to the jail of 
this toun, which puts me under the di/agrccablc ncccffity of requiring 
your immediate proteflion as an inhabitant of this fcttlemcnt, under the 
proteflion of the Honourable Company as a free merchant, and likcwife 
“ as a fubjeft of the king of Great Britain, that I may be properly redrelled, 
“ and proceed to England in The Northington, Captain Sealy, agreeable 
“ to tlic permifiion 3'ou have been pleafed to give me. 

I am, \sith the greatefi; rcfpedl:', 

“ I-Ionourablc Sir and Sirs,, 

‘‘ Your moft obedient fervant, 

(Signed) “ ALEXANDER JEPHSON. 1 " 

In the Jail of Calcutta, 

23d February 17^8. 

But they informed your memorialifi: that nothing but decrees regir- 
larly appealed from were cognizable by them, as per the following; 
letter ; 

\ 

To Mr. Alexander Jephfon.. 

« S I R, 

“ r am diredled by the Honourable the Prefident and Council to ac— 

“ knowledge receipt of your letter of this date ; and to acquaint you in 
reply, that your application to them can only be as Governor and 
“ Council, or as a Court of Appeals , in the latter cafe, nothing but 
“ decrees in the Mayor’s Court, regularly appealed through all the 
forms, are cognizable by them : in the former cafe, as the Mayor’s 
Court, a king’s court of record, is no ways dependent on them in., 

» theirr 

u 
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tfaeir;]UdiCial capacity, nor no ways -anfwerable for-thetr proceeding;, 
“ they, as a governor ■an' 3 'couhcili feive ho n^t to interfere, even in an 
i; illeg^ aft. 


« ,I atp, SIR, 

your p^oft hunhle-fcrvant, 

, (Sjgned) “ SIMEON |DROZ, Iccretaiy ’’ i 
Fort Wijliatp, jjdtFcbruaiy 1768 

That the attorney for your mcmonalift -faring fnch confinement waited 
dcveral times on Mr Droz the thenfi^ and (afkcd what "bail was required 
for the enlargement of yonr memonalift and his wife, who fomeumes 
Tefcrred him to the court, Ibmctimcs ro the plaintiffs, and fomenmes to 
the Mayor 

TW your mcmonahfts attorney then Informed Comdius Goodwin, 
Efq, Mayor, and Mr Droz the fhcriif, he was come to depoCt the 
78,000 rupees, the fum markedtin,the wnt, in the Company s treafury, 
or any other fum which fliould be required; but they abfolutely refufed 
to accept of fuch or any other fecunty whatfoever 

That the faid Cornelius Goodwin, in the courfeof the proceedings 
■againft your memonalift in the faid Mayors Court, did frequently de- 
clare that your memonalift fhould be detained in the countiy, and 
when your memonalift s faid attorney ftated to the court the illegality 
of fuch proceedings, and that they were not agreeable to the laws of 
Ingland, he the la(d Cornelius Goodwin declared. That tb^ bad no- 
thing to do vsitb tbe /awt of England there [ that tbe laws of England 
■were never made for them j and declared be vxuld not fo much as bear tbe 
laws of England named ■wbsle be fat ttpon that bench That the faid Cor- 
nelius Goodwin, Mayor, and David Killican and John Levett, two of 
the aldermen, had a converftoon with the fhenffj and your mcrao- 
nalifts attorney waited upon the (henff, who informed him that your 
Inemonalift woilld be relied on giving fecunty for the money j where- 
upon your memonalift s attorney, by order of your memonalift, offered 
Mr Williamfon to be fecunty, who was then accepted of, but the next 
morning the Mayor informed jour memorialifti attorney, that the (henlF 
w ould not accept of any fccun \ , without an order of court, for the enlarge- 
ment of yourmemonalift and his wife 


3 


That 
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That a court was then fummoned ( i ft March) at which was prefent the 
Mayor, and Meflrs. Lear, Killican, Cator, and Levett, aldermen, when 
bail w^as again offered by your mcmorialift’s attorney} and Mr. Woodward, 
one of the aldermen, declared in open court he would be fecurity for the 
78,000 rupees, which was refufcd : whereupon your memorialift’s at- 
torney and Mr. Woodward then afl^cd what bail was required } but the 
court would fix on no fum } and faid Bnil would not be taken^ as other fuits 
and demands might afterguards he made on the eftate, and that notht?ig but 
your memo} ialtfl's prefence tn perfon to afifwer the caufes depending in court 
would be fatisfaSiory } and your memorialift received a letter from the 
Sheriff to that purpofe (a copy of which is as follows) : 


To Alexander Jephfon, Efq; 

"‘SIR, 

‘‘ I have received your note, and am to acquaint you in reply, that 
“ the court has acquainted me, nothing but your prefence and that of 
“ Mrs. Jephfon’s, to anfwer in perfon to the feveral caufes depending 
“ in court can be fatisfacftory to them : in fhort, I am not, nor cannot 
“ take -notice of any thing for your enlargement, but a fpecial authority 
from the court directing me to releafe Mrs. Jephfon and you. It 
gives me much pain to be obliged to conform to orders of fo feyere a 
nature. 


I am, SIR, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

(Signed) « SIMEON DROZ, fiherW.^ ' 

ift March 1768.” 

On receipt of which letter your memorialift immediately wrote to the 
Mayor as follows, but received no anfwer thereto. 

To Cornelius Goodwin, Efq; Mayor. 

S I R, ' 

I have juft now received a note ftom Mr. Droz, that he cannot 
releafe me on any account without an order from you or the court : 
" Mr. Thomas Woodward and Mr. William Harwood will be my fe- 

G “ curity. 
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“ ciinty to anfti'er to 'the decrees ■againll Mr tSallopine’s "eftate, and 
“ this IS what I linderftahd is all tlie Oanit want, therefore, Sir, 1 de- 
" fire you wfll'fcnd orders to Mr Droz to rel^fc me on thefe gentlemens 
becoming my fecunty, or let ihc know What I atn to do, or what is 
•' further wanted of me , tbofe gentlemen defirc to know when you ’will 
“ be at home, and they will wait on yoUtojufhfy as my fecunty I requeft 
“ yonr inimcdiate ahfwcr j and am, ' ' 

' < “SIR, 

“ Your moll humble fervant, 

(Signed) “ ALEXAhIDER JEPHSON " 

“ Calcutta, March ill, 1768 " 

Yonr memonahll was therefore to confider himfelf as a pnfoner for 
life, as the Court might alwiys make the lame plea as the prefent, Siaf 
other flats and demmids ■mgbt afterwards be Inade on the ejiate and -as 
7onr raemonalitb was txnfcions he had done his duty in die manage- 
■ment of the efhte , and that thefe proceedings were Contraty to the re- 
gular courfc of liW and julhee s and that your memonalift had no hopes 
of ever bemg redrefled in India , and that by -a 'contmnance there 
tinder thefe cruel cucumflances it might put a penod to the life of your 
memonalift, who only wanted juIhcc and equity to take place there- 
fore your memonalift having given his bond to the ShenfiF for the liberty 
of his houfe, on the ad of March left his boufe, and got into his boat 
with intent to go on board The Noitbmgton, having the Governor and 
Council s permiflion, and his baggage font on board , but on his tvay 
to the flfipln the nver, ahd ndar to Ingellee, the next day, the 3d of 
Mardi, in the evening, your memonalift s boat was boarded by a mi- 
litary feqcant and^foldiers, with fixed bayonets, piftols, and other arms ; 
alfo die Slicnff’ 5 officer wth the Illyer oar, who produced the orders of the 
Goicmor and Council to Captdln Scaly and all commanders under the 
Englifh protedhon, (a copy of which order is as follows) 

“ Mr Alexander Jephfon apd Philadelphia hii wife having fled 
“ from juftice, in defiance of the laws of the land, I am duefled by 
•' the Honourable the PrefiOent and Council to acquaint you, tliatyou 
“ arc bn no acedunt to rccine Uicm on 'boatd yoUr ftiipj and if the v 

“ dre 
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aie on board, you are immediately on receipt of this to deliver them up 

lo tile (IierifF s officci . 

“ By order of the Honourable the Prefident and Council, 
(Signed) EDWARD BABER, afllEant fecretary. 

Fort William, the 2d March 1768.” 

And in this manner your memorialift snd his wife were forced back 
to Calcutta, and immediately committed clofe prifoners by the (heriff ; and 
your memorialift was thereby deprived of going in The Northington, 
which was a very great lofs to your memorialift and his affairs. 

Your memorialift was furprized to find the Governor and Council 
fliould iffue out fuch orders, after their anfwers to your memorialift on 
thefe affairs 5 and your memorialift addrefled them again during con- 
finement, by letters dated the yth and 14th of March, and laid the 
cafe before them; alfo requefted fuch letters might be forwarded to this 
Honourable Court ; to which your memorialift received the fame an- 
fwer as before. 

Your memorialift and his wife remaining in prifon, many applica- 
tions were made to the Court, the Mayor, and Sheriff, for their en- 
largement, as there was only one fhip more. The Admiral Pocock, 
Captain Riddle, to be difpatched that feafon ; when the Court' at laft 
thought proper to enlarge your memorialift on the i8th of Maich, 
giving the fame bail which he had offered before, but which wqf^rejifef, ' 
and fecurity-bonds to anfwer the monies due to the eftates of feyerarde-, 
ceafed perfons, to fome of whom Mr. Gallopine was executor, and to' 
others adminiftrator. , 

In confequence of thefe proceedings your memorialift, who together 
with his wife are now in England, was obliged to leave his effedts jn- 
Bengal in the hands .of his bail for their indemnification , and haying 
(previous to the iffuing the ue exeat re^no) taken his paffage on boards 
The Northington, your memorialift forfeited his paffage-money, which 
he had adlually paid, and which amounted to near 500I. although your 
memorialift and his wife came home in another fhip, (The Pocock). 

Your 'memorialift, fince his arrival in England, -has employed an 
eminent attorney to draw up the cafe, and had the then Attorney Ge- ' 
neral Mr. De Grey and Sir Fletcher < Norton’s opinion thereon, who 
declare the ?ie exeat, and the proceedings of the faid Mayor’s Couit, to 
be illegal, arbitrary, and moft oppreflive , whole opinions youi me- 
morialift is ready to lay before this Honourable v Court when called , for ; 

' G 2 ' alfo 
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alfo all ihe other onginal letters and papers relatire to theft proceeding! ? 
and alfo IS ready to verjiy the above charges by afEdayits, or in fneh other 
manner as your Honours fhall diroft. 


Tour tnemonahjl tn^ humify prays your Benours to take hs cafe into 
confideration, and that an enquiry men be bad into the conduH and 
proceedtnes of Comehus Goodann tie late 'Mayor, and the feveral 
other .Aldermen of tie Mayors Court at Calcutta, vdxfe conduB as 
judges thereof have been moft arbitrary and opprejfve tntbe courfe of 
the proceedings agatnfl your memonahji , ana to order home the fatd 
Comehus Goodwin late Mayor, together omth David Kilbcan, Alder ~ 
man, and Stmeon Droz the Sheriff, who have been mojl aBtve m op' 
prejjmg and injuring your memonalift, tn order to anfiver here fir 
the feme ,Jorafmuch as your memortahjl cannot hope for any red refs m 
the prenujes tn the Mayors Court at Calcutta, and cannot commence 
any fiat agatnfl them here vobtlft they are abroad , and that the bail 
vobteb your memonalift ocas compelled to give to the find Court fir alb 
‘ demands made upon the eftate of tie fata Peter Gallopme, deceafed, 
vobo being infiilvent, and your tnemonahft tb( great eji creditor, may 
be ordered to be dsfebarged, tn order that be may be enabled to- 
recover hts effeSt from Bengal i and to grant fucb further relief ta 
your memmaUfi as to your Honours JbaTl feem meet, 

t 

‘ ' And your memonalrll will ever pray, 6cc 


ALEXANDER JEPHeON^ 

^ London, ad March jyyr 

' 1 

, , Mr Sayer’s opinion 

Mr Sayer It deCred to peraftthe memonal of Mr Aletandcr Jfphfon, 
left herewith, and his opuuon is delired 

T 

Query I whether the ne exeat regno granted by the Mayor’s Court 
again!! Mr Jephfon and hit wife was legal, and elpecially ns it appears 
they were executors of aninfolvent eftate, and that the fame iflued without 
an) proof before the court to warrant fuch a proceeding f 


Anfwer I have read the memorial of Mr Alexander Jephfon, and 
if there is no rcafon to doubt the fafls therein contained, the ne exeat regno 

is 
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IS not ont^ illegal, but the proceedings relative to Mr. Jephroii and Phi- 
ladelphia his wife, under it, are not founded in juftice, but in wickednels 
and outrage. I am fatisned in my own mind, that neither Mr. Cornelius^ 
Goodwin the Ma3'or, nor Mr. David Killican the Alderman who figned 
the order of the 1 9th February 1 768 for the committing of Mr. Jephfon and 
wife, without the name of a lingle complainant, could confider it as a 
regular proceeding in a court of juftice, but as an adt of power, for the 
gratification of their private malice and refentment. 

Query II. If the ifiuing this writ was illegal, under the circum- 
Aances of this cafe, ought not the Prefident and Council to have ad- 
mitted and received the complaint made by Mr. Jephfon, by way of 
appeal from the order of couit by which the writ iflued, which it appears 
they declined doing j and whether they ought not now fo to do, and give 
the party relief : and upon the whole, what can the Court of Diredtors do 
in this matter, on Mr. Jephfon’s behalf, and what is advifable for them tO' 
do, to prevent fuch illegal pradliccs for the future ? 

Anfwer. The Prefident and Council ought to have admitted and 
received the complaint made by Mr. Jephfon by way of appeal, and 
reverled every proceeding relating to this illegal 72 e exeat regno 5 but fo far 
were they from fo doing, tliat except the proceedings of the Mayor’s 
Court, nothing could be worfe than their anfwer to Mr. Jephfon of the 
23d February 1768, figned Simeon Droz, fecretary, and their order to the 
Captain of the Northington, of the ad March 17^8, figned Edward Baber, 
not to receive Mr. Jephfon and his wife on board, but immediately deliver 
them to the Sheriff. Such courts of juftice are not only difgraceful to the- 
Eaft India Company, but the nation , and if the Company does not refeue 
the inhabitants in their fettlements from fuch, outrage on their properties,, 
under the mafic of juftice, Bengal will be deferted, 

I truft there are men better qualified for judges to be found at Bengal, 
than either Mi. Goodwin or Mr. Killican, and a vqry legal and fair oppor- 
tunity offers itfelf for removing one or both of tliem from the feat of juftice„ 
which they have fo fhamefully difgraced. 

Mr. Jephfon’s memorial ftates, as a fa£t, that the proceedings were- 
complained of to the court as illegal, and not agreeable to the laws of 
England 5 and that Mr. Co? ?iehtis Goodwin declared, they had nothing to do 
with the laws of EngJa?id there ; that they were never ???ade for them , and 
declared, that he would not fo much as hear the laws of England named while 
be fat upon the bench.. 


If 
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' IF It be plainly ptoved, that Mr Goodwin, Mr Kilhcafl, or any 
other of their aubaiteS, (he Judges of the Mayors Court, ufcd, fitting in 
judgnieht, thelc words, or words to the like eficS, they ought to be 
feihoved troth beingjCidgcs 'of the court, and upon a complaint in wnting, 
in fome perfons name, exhibited againft Mr Goodwin, or any other of 
the judges, charging the fia above Ipecificd in wnting, and a teafonable 
fime given to hun or them to make their defence, and being fummoned for 
that purpote, if the faS: is ptbved upbn them, by at leaft two witrtcflcs, 
they may legally, and ought, fbr the fake not only of common juthce, but 
Common deccniij', to be ddchaiged from bemgjadges of the Mwor s Court, 
and, ifpotpble, by appointing other judges, prevent the juthce of that 
Country from being fo fcandaloutly adminiitcr^ 

I 

' 'Copy of Sir Wilham De Grey s Opinion 

It 

There is fo much uregulanty, illegality, and oppretfion in this frory, 
that I fcarce know how to believe the parties epneemed in tranfaCtting it 
would admit it to be true I think Icveral of the decrees as ftated arc 
erroneous, and might be appealed from, the pnnapTe of law miftaken, 
feme of the orders of the court un)Dft, and the tu extai illegal. If any of 
the parties are m England, aftons might be brought againft them for their 
■parts of the tranfiflion, as far as they were iltel j but before a preafl; 
remedy can be pointed out, it would be necel&iy to fee the particular 
proceedings, and to know the fafts with accuracy, and how far they can 
be brought home to any perfon now m England 
An appeal from this or that order or decree, or a petition for leave to 
•appeal, would not give a full and adequate relief, and would be attended 
■with great cxpence. 

The India Compuiy arefo defirous'of eftabhftung a freccourfeof juftice 
in their fcttleraents, that if the matter is as ftated, I cannot but think a 
memorial to them for a reftituuon and IktisfaQion, might produce a 
completer remedy than a procefi at law 

Copy of Sir Oetcher Norton’s Opinion 

I think there may be cafes where it may be legal to detain a perfon m 
India, and to ifiuc writs of the nature with the prefent; but upon thuflatc 
of fafls, all the proceedings againft Mr and Mrs Jephfon feem to be 
illegal, arbitrary, and moll oppreffive j and if there is any doubt of 
obtaining redrefs by the ordinaiy courfe of proceedings in this countiy, 
3 it 
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it may be advifable to bring the whole hither by appeal, or by way. of 
criminal complaint againft the mayor and others, who have been adorsiin 
thefe oppreffions. , ^ y 


No XXVIL 

The Cafe of Mr. Richard Whittall ; with the opinion of John Dunning, 

Efquirc, thereon. 

Mr. Richard Whittall, an attorney of the Court of King’s Bench, whh 
.the leave of the Eaft India Company, Ibme time in April 1764, failed Tor 
India, as a free merchant, in order to refide at Calcutta, in Bengal. And 
’ ^on the 6th day of March 1767, he was admitted, and fworn one of the v 

attomies of the Mayor’s Court there,, agreeably to the piadtice of the court , 
where, by his diligence and good behaviour, he acquired great reputation, 
and by his piadtice procured a very genteel income 

The Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, in Bengal, is by his Majelfy’s charter 
appointed a court of record, for hearing and determining all civil fuits, 
actions, and pleas, with power to appoint officera and minilteis and 
the court is enjoined to adhere ftridtly to the laws of England, in all 
fuch matters as fhould come before them for their determination. The- 
court conlifts of a Mayor and nine Aldermen, eleded, by virtue of the 
chatter, by the Governor and Council 5 and being either freer merchants,, 
or lervants of the Company, and many of them holding offices imme- 
diately under the Governor, and others being indulged by him with 
the liberty of private trade, or other favours, .they are therefore fubjedt 
to the influence and controul of the Governor and Council. And fo 
.great is fuch influence, that a Governor dias been known, by his pri-^ 
vate mandate, to put a flop to a trial at law which was bearing in the' 
court, all the proceedings being gone through, and the , faid court 
about to pafs judgment thereon. And it is likewife notorious,, 

^that if the Governor or Council fliould have any pique or animo- 
iity againfl: any of the attornies of the Mayor’s Court, private appli- 
cation has been made by them to the Mayor and Aldermen for the dif- 
^ million of fuch perfons infomuch that the attornies of the faid- court- 
have found It hazardous to undertake a fgit, especially 'in matters of ar- 
.burary proceedings, or oppreffion, wherein the Governor, the Council,? 

or- 


/ 
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or any of their ferountcs have been in the leaft interelled, on behalf of 
‘defendants 

About the time of Mr Whittalls admilTion as attorney of the Mayors 
Court at Calcutta, Mr Cornelius Goodwin, then an Alderman (fince 
Mayor of the Cud Court) did declare, that He, the Cud Cornelius Good- 
win, “ would take care, when he came to the Mayoralty, that Mr 
‘‘ Whittall fhould not long remain m the office of an attorney of the 
“ laid court; for that he would get him diCnifTed, m order to have 
" one Mr Driver, an intimate of his own, admitted in his ffead,” or 
words to that effi:<3: At this time the faid court would only admit four 
attormes to praaife in Calcutta; and it it is well known that the Cud 
Cornelius Goodwm has often affiimed to himlelf the office of determin- 
ing m a pnvate manner, at his own houfe, forts which ought to have 
been brought on m the public court ; and has declared, that if the par- 
ties would aply to him alone, he would fettle matters without the 
tedious bufineCi of the Jaw for which he had his own private views, as 
plainly appeared, and has aSually, while Mayor, prc|udiced, in fuch 
unwarrantable manner, the caufes of fcveral perfons applying ; fetting 
at naught the laws of England, and holding them m contempt, by 
which, as a judge, he ou^t to have been direfted laying, Ihat 
r“ England was a great tvay off ; that they had nothing to do with its 
“ laws there;" (meaning tnc Cud court, where be, the faid Cornelius 
Goodwin, tlien fat as Mayor) “ That the laws of England were never 
“ made for India ; and that while he prefided on the bench, he would 
“ not fb much as hear the laws of England mentioned in that court,” 
or words to that purport or eficifi:. Farther, that when the faid Cbr- 
tiebus Goodwm was elcfled Mayor, in order to lay a foundation for 
-carrying his purpofes, declared againft Mr Whittall -the more readily ' 
into eiccntion, he did frequently mtimidatc and reprehend the faid 
Mr Whittall, m the courle of foch forts as he ivas concerned in , and 
which, as Mayor of the Cud court, came before him in a judiaal way, 
with ffireats of difmiffion and other fudi menaces; forbidding him to 
fjxak on behalf of his faid clients, to the great injury not only of the 
fuitors of the faid court, but alfo of the Cud Mr Whittall, both in his 
pradfacc and reputation; decrcaCng thereby the number of his -ebentt, 
who feared on fuch account to entruft him with their caufes, and confe- 
■qutmly diminifliing his gains and profits by his profeffion 

And, Fjrst, Mr Whittall being employed for one Rajah Nnndcomar, 
an inhabitant of Calcutta, againfl Johannes Bogdazar, an Armenian mcr- 
jehant, an intimate Inend of Mr Comcliui Goodwm s, and concerned 
ivith him m trade , the matter being a fuit and crofi fort, the Cud Cor- 
5 rclius 
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nelius Goodwin fitting as Prefident at the hearing af thofe fuits, fome 
time in June or July 1768, both fuits were decreed againft Rajah Nund- 
comar, Mr. Whittall’s client, with cofls to be paid to the other party ; 
but the faid Rajah Nundcomar thinking himfelf thereby injured, ordered 
his attorney, Mr. Whittall, to appeal fiom the faid decrees (as wai- 
ranted by law) to the couit of appeals, confiiling of the Governor and 
Council at Fort William. But upon the certificates of fuch appeals 
being fent to, and read in the Mayor’s Court, as ufual, the faid Cor- 
nelius Goodwin, then Mayor, and by office one of the Judges of the 
faid Court, broke forth into a violent and unfeemlyfit of rage, and then 
and there abufed the faid Mr. Whittall, who moved to have the fuits 
marked with the word [appealed] agreeably to the pradliice of the faid 
court; and declared, ‘‘ That Mr. Whittall ought to be expelled from 
** being an attorney of the faid court, for daring to appeal the caufes 
abovenamed ; for that he was not fit to be an attorney of that court, 
and had only advifed fuch appeals, in order to piit his client to ex- 
pences;” and aflerted, that Mr. Whittall ought to be difiniffed on 
that account. And, in fa£l, had not the other Aldermen, then upon 
the bench, proved more moderate, he would then and there have.^been 
difmified from his office and practice. » 

Neverthelefs the decrees of the Mayor’s Court in thefe caufes w^e er- ' 
Toneous : and when the faid caufes were heard before the court of ap- 
jieals, the Governor and Council thought fit to reverfe the fame in favour 
-of Mr. Whittalls client. Rajah Nundcomar abovementioned. ^ 

And FARTHER, Mr. Hamilton, furgeon of Calcutta, having employed* 
Mr. Whittall in three fuits againft a certain merchant, called Ramababoo,' 
and others, informed Mr. Whittall that he had fpecial information while 
the fuits were yet depending, that Ramababoowas about to quit the coun- 
try; and defired Mr. Whittall to prepare affidavits, and go with him to 
Mr. Goodwin, then Mayor, to' fwear him thereto, in order to obtain 
warrants for holding him to bail in the faid fuits, which Mr. WhittalT 
accordingly did. Mr. Goodwin fwore him thereto, and 'on the next 
court day, being the 3d June 1768, Mr: Whittall filed thiee affidavits' 
for this purpofe in the Mayor’s Court, moving at the fame time, that 
the defendants ftiould give in bail on or before the next court day, or 
that warrants fiiould iffiie againft ‘them in default thereof, which was 
accordingly granted. But on the next court day, being the 7th June, 
Mr. Goodwin, then Mayor, did with great warmth of fpeech attack 
Mr. Whittall in open court, demanding how he came to apply for a 
_ warrant ^ and when Mr. Whittall, in anfwer, fpecified the reafons and 
informations above recited,* quoting the’ faid affidavits, the faid Mayor 

H . faid. 
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faid, 1C violent anger, '* That fuch affidavits, fhould not, of ought nt(t 
“ to have been taken or admitted i foe that he the faid Comehua Good- 
“ win had been credibly informed, that ^amabahoo was not about to- 
" depart the place, or go Out of the junftiuftion of the faid cdilrt i and- 
that Ramababoo had produced to him bounds from fevcral gentlemen 
“ in the fcttlement And then Mr Goodwin proceeded to relate the 
natures of the above mentioned fmts in a manner greatly to the pre- 
judice of the plaintiff, and farther feverely reprehended Mr Whittall 
for-adviCng (as he faid) his chent to make the faid affidavits, adding, 
“ That if Mr Whittall ever appeared concerned a^min fuch fuits, he 
fhould be difmilTed the court, obferving, “ that he would turn. 
“ over a new leaf with him, or words to that purport, “ and that 
<• Mr , Hamilton would do better to attend to his ^ly-pots ’ i 
Mr Whittall, being by thefc and other fuch like proceeding much 
injured in his reputation and pra&cc, did, on the loth of June lydSj 
fend to Mr Goodwin the following letter, an attefted copy of which is 
in Mr Whittall s poffeffion ‘ 

" To Cornelias Goodwm, Efqmre, 

"SIR, 

" The many fevere reproofs, abnfes, and threatenings,. which yoa 
" have fo repeatedly made nfe of, and thrown out ajpinft tne, without 
any juft caufe, have been attended with the worft of conlequcncea f. 
" (that is to fay) I have not only thereby been mjured m my cnarafteiv 
" but have in a great raeafure loft my bread AU, or thc.greateft part 
" of my clients are clamorous, and, lay, that by rcalbn thereof, they" 
“ dare not, nay it is dangerous to entruft their caufes to my manage- 
" ment any longer and feveral of them have aflually applied to other at- 
•• tomics, allcdgmg, that it is not poffible for me to do them jnftice,. 
" while I am threatened, abufed, ill treated, and intimidated by you, 
*' as I have already bpen I have thereby fuftained confiderafalc da- 
*' mages, and am therefore to alk if yoii chufe to redrefs me in this 
•( matter, not being willing to proceed to extremities ivithout going 
•• )ou an opportunity of preventing itj if not, I muft be.obhged to ap- 
•• ply for thatjuftige which by law I am entitled to, Ilrcqucft the to-. 
vour of your anfwcr, and am, 

"SIR, 

" Your obedient fervant, 

" Calcutta, loth June lyfiS RICH WHITTALL" 

After 



appendix. ' 5^ 

After the receipt of this letter the matter lay dormant till the 3otli 
May 1765); during which time Mr. Goodwin altered his behaviour in 
fuch manner as if he had repented of the injuries he had done the faid 
Mr. Whittall, But at the fame time, in the Mayoi s Court, wherfe Mr. 
Cornelius Goodwin had formerly prefided as Mayor, being then an Al- 
derman, he declared, among other things, “ That Mr. Whittall had 
drawn Mr. Hamilton in, and perfuaded him to make an affidavit the 
lad: year to hold a man at bail.” Upon which Mr. Whittall afiiired 
him, that he had not; and feeing Mr. Hamilton in the hall, acquainted 
him with this injurious and fcandalous accufation. 

And about the nth July ivdp, Mr. Hamilton, by his attorney, Mr. 
George SparJes, moved to file and read in faid court a memorial of 
grievances, which before had been rejefled , but being left by defire 
of the court, Mr. Cornelius Goodwin had obtained a copy thereof, 
and having framed an addrefs (with the affiftance of his faid friend Mr. 
Driver) in anfwer thereto, read it in court upon the very fame day. 
The faid Mr. Wliittall was therein accufed of feveral falfe charges; 
which being called upon to vindicate himfclf from, he was farther told,' 
that he was looked on as the firfi: mover of all this (meaning Mr. Ha- 
milton’s memorial, &c.) and might expedt to be difmiifed ; which had 
then and there been done, but that Mr. Whittall prayed the faid me- 
morial and anfwer thereto might be filed and entered on record, and 
that the regifter might give him copies, in order that he might be pre- 
pared to make his defence. This being debated, Mr. Cornelius Goodwin 

exclaimed aloud, That it was no fuit ; that there was no fuit com- 

“ menced,” abfolutely objedting to the filing or entering the faid 

papers upon record, as in fuch cafes is ufual; nor would allow that the 
Regifler fliould deliver any copies of them to Mr. Whittall j but faid, 
he would take his anfwer home, to be there tranfcribed, and then fend 
Mr. Whittall a copy, or he might take a copy thereof hiilifelf. Mr. 
John Levett, then an Alderman, called the faid Mr. Whittall an incen-r 
' diary ; adding, with a fneer, “ That he might have copies, as he ap- 
plied, and might form what defence he could, which the court would 
“ doubtlefs confider which fpeech was delivered, as if the faid Mr. 
Levet thought fuch defence would but little avail Mf. Whittall. At 
length however the faid memorial and' anfwer, though not filed, were 
ordered to be recorded, and the faid Mr. Whittall allowed to take co- 
pies thereof from the RegiRer. On Tuefday the i8th July r/dp, Mr. 

* See the Memorial of Th'otaas Hamilton, N° XXV. 

t -See the Anfwer of Mr, Cornelias* Gpod^nn, N‘’XXVI. ' ' ’ 

■ ■ Hz' Whittall 
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Whittall moved the faid court to file and read his petition- ahd fcnion- 
ftrance on the faid memorial of Mr Hamilton, and the anfwer of thb 
faid Mr Goodwin j but the motion was over-ruled, and it was ordered 
to be taken back again unread, the faid Comehus Goodwin leaving the 
court in an abrupt manner before the faid papers were prefented But 
Mr Jofeph Cator, Alderman, gave it as his opinion, that they fliould 
by all means be filed and entered upon record On Friday the 3 ill 
July, Mr Whittall again prelcnted his faid reraonllrance to David Kil- 
lican, Efquire, then Mayor, and the members of the court , praying 
that the fame might be filed and read, as alfo that Mr Hamilton's mc- 
monal and the anfwer of Mr Goodwin might be filed, and entered 
upon record 1 but this was again refufed, Mr Goodwin, contrary to 
his ufual cuftom, again abfenting himfelf from the court , But Mr,. 
Cator maintaining his opinion of the propriety of filing the papers 
aboie-mentioned, farther moved the court But this motion was again 
over-ruled by the Mayor who fummoned, however a full court for 
the nc\t court-day, to confider of the matter And on Fndaythc 03d 
of July, the fame motion was made a third. time,, when the faid Mr 
Goodwin, after fome confultation with, the Mayor and fome. of the Al- 
dermen upon the bench, at length confented to have it read On which 
the faid hir Whittall read the papers aforementioned, and procured 
the Cud memorial, anfw er and remonftrance to be filed and entered on 
record the Mayor obferving, during the debate, •• That they ought 

to ftudy the honour of the court, and that he thought the affam 
“ nught be fettled without fuch filing and reading or the papers ap- 
‘ peanng upon record ' Moreover, Mr Goodwin faid, “ That he 
“ never fuppofed or cxpcflcd it would have come to this pitch, or this 
“ length 

Then the Regifter wai ordered to mark the laid memorial of Mr, 
Hamilton, and the anfwer of Mr Goodwin, as filed on the nth July 
1^69, and the petition and remonftrance of Mr Whittall on the 28th 
diy of the fame month as aforc&id It is to be obferved,. that Mr, 
Goodwin, who at this court repeated his nftertion of Ramababoo s being 
a man of property, &c did not do it without foundation] for he had 
lent the faid Mr Comehus Goodwin 15,000 rupees, winch is equal to 
1 875 1 ftcrling (not then repaid) and alfo a. confidcrable fum to David 
Kifhcan, then Ma)orj all which howeicr ought not to have invalidated 
the affidavits proving his intended removal, from his own words, as 
bcftirc recited After thefe proceedings Mr Whittall moved, that the 
m t cr ol his petition and rcmoriftrance Chould be farther confidcred, 
and that he might bring proper witneTTcs to prove the fcveral allegatiotit 

thcrem 
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tiicrein fet forth, which he did not imagine would have been objedted 
to. But tlie next court day, winch was on the 4th of Auguft, in tho 
year aforefaid, in order to prexent fuch publick hearing, the faid court 
difmifled Mr. Whittall, upon certain other pretences, which were as 
follow : 

About June 1767, IVrr. Whittall was employed by one Patrick 
M=Taggart of Calcutta,- merchant, as his attorney, to recover in.the 
Mayor’s Court the fum of 2075 Arcot rupees, or about 250I. fterling, 
which was due to him upon a bond from Mary Morgan, an inhabitant 
of Calcutta j and Mi. Whittall, at the requeft of the plaintiff, exhibited 
•^and filed a bill of complaint in the Mayor’s Court there in the ufual 
form, on the 26th of June in that year, againfl: the faid Mary Mor- 
gan; who being fummoned, employed Thomas Morris of Calcutta as 
her attorney in that fuit; and on the i8th of Auguft, Mr, Whittall, by 
diredlion of his client, took out a warrant to hold the defendant to bail,, 
on the ufual affidavit being made by the plaintiff, which warrant,' on> 
or about the 21ft days of Auguft, was returned executed by Simeon s 
Droz, Efquire, then Sheriff; who did, of his own accord, and without 
any authority from* the Mayor’s Courts or notice, or bail given to the 
faid court, or to Mr-. Whittall or his client, voluntarily, releafe the faid 
Mary Morgan out of his cuftody, contrary to the ufages and cuftomsin 
fuch cafe generally obferved : of which Mr. Whittall informed the 
court, and folicited another warrant, in order to avoid litigation with ■ 
the Sheriff, but that motion being rejedled,- Mr. Whittall apprehended, , 
that the Sheriff was become liable to pay the faid debt-(the members on > 
the bench being alfo at that time of the fame opinion), and thereupon > 
the plaintiff made application to the Sheriff, and informed Mr. Whittall, . 
that the Sheriff was ready, on having a proper receipt, to difeharge the^.* 
fame : and moreover, on the 2 iff March 1768, the following letter was . 
received by Mr.- Whittall. , 

« S I R, 

“ Pleafe to acquaint me what are the particulars of Mr. M^Taggart^s 
demand on Mrs. Morgan, and how mucbi the whole amounts to.- 

Lam, SIR, . 

‘Your moft obedient, , 

Monday,' the 21ft March 1768.. ‘^-S. DROZ.’^ 

i* To Mr. Whittall,” 
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Aud a Ibort -bint afterwards Mr Whittall and his client accidentally 
jifaetiwjtb Mr Drctr at the council-houfc at Calcutta, who began fpeak- 
inptipon^thefubjeiS, when Mr Whittall civilly acquainted theShe- 
-fiff, that he haying without authority, or notice given, of his own ac- 
cord, difcbarged the defendant out of cuftody, he apprehended he was 
hecome liable tp the debt on Which he anfwered, he would pay it on 
sanrOper receipt being given him by Mr MiXaggatt, and that he had 
taken,' or would {akeirhoro the drfendaot, a mortgage of a garden to 
indeinnify himfclf ; which mortgage it fince appears was aifhially pre- 
pared by Mrs Morgan’s attorney, Mr Moms, and in confequence of 
this converfation the plamtiff requefted Mr Whittall to draw up a re- 
-ceipt, which he accordingly did as follows , 

I 

“ Calcutta, 4.th June 1768 

" Received of Simeon Droz, Elquire, the fum of two thoufand and 

feventy-five Arcot rupees, being the principal fum due unto me on 
“ n certain bond executed by Mary Morgan j and alfo the fum of two 
“ hundred and eighty-fix Arcot rupees and five annas, being Cxteen 
“ months and thirteen days intereft on the faid bond, at the rate of teh 
" per cent per annum 1 for •wbtcb a Jmt it dtpendm^ in tbc bonourablt 
“ tbe Mayors Court, vibfre the fatd original bond u fled, and 1 do 
“ hereby promifc to deliver up the faid bond uncancclled unto 
" tile faid Simeon Droz, upon bis faying mo tbe cofs of fiut in tbe 
" fiid caufe, as witncfs my hand t and I do hereby further promifc to 
“ withdraw the fuit on Tuefday next 

“ PAT*^ M'TAGGART ’ 

And this receipt was figned by the plaintiff, Mr M'Taggart, and the 
Sheriff paid the money; after which no inflrufUons were received by 
Mr whittall from his client, nor was nn^ motion made relative to tho 
faid full , neither was he acquainted, till a confiderable time after, 
that his faid client had receiv ed the fum above fpecifiedi nor arc the 
cods of fuit to this day paid to the faid Mr Whittall, nor to his client, 
fo far as he knows, or believes 

That tbe period of (ime (to wit) from the a iff March 1768 to the 
jph June following, which aflually clapfed between Mr Whittall s 
mtciing anddifcourfingwiih Mr Dmz the Sheriff, and the date of the 
above receipt, was evidently too long to admit of any furprizc upon 

Mr 
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Mr. Droz, who had time enough to-infoim himfelf of every particular 
in the matter; though fuch pictcnded mifinformation was afterwards 
made ufo of as apleangainft Mr. WhittalJ at the time of his difmiffion. 
And in this manner matters refted till that event, which happened oa' 
the 4th of AuguR 1769. 

But certain members of the Mayor's Court, as it feems, highly of- ' 
fended at Mr. Whlttall’s fpirited behaviour, in regard to proving, the- 
illegality of the proceedings of Mr. Goodwin, as bcfoie related, had 
fehemed and rcfolved pri\ately among tbcmfclves, and before the fitting 
of the court, to allcdgc fomething againft Mr. Whittall, whereby they ' 
might find occafion to difmifs him, as befoic had been threatened. 

In confcqucnce of fo extraordinary a rcfolution, at the opening of the 
court on the 4th of AuguR 17^9, Mr. May, the RcgiRer, read- a re- 
port of the Examiner to the Court, That two witneRes had been exa- 
mined by him in the caufe of Mr. M^^Taggart againR Morgan:” (a 
circnmRancc which indeed happened prior to the date of the receipt 
herein above recited). Whereupon the faid Mr. Whittall, as attorney 
for the plaintiff, acquainted the court, " That the faid caufe was end- 
ed, that he had no inRrudtions to proceed, the Sheriff having, with- 
out any authority, relcafcd the defendant out of cuRody, when con- 
fined for default of bail, upon a warrant; and had adually paid, or 
agreed to pay the debt for the defendant, as Mr. Whittall prefumed- 
the law in fuch cafe would oblige him to do.’' Whereupon Mr., 
Morris, the defendant’s attorney', informed the court, That Mr. 

“ Whittall had deceived and impofed upon Mr. Droz, and had fraudu- 
‘‘ lently and falfely obtained the pa)rment of the fum fued for by Mr. 

M-Taggart from Mr. Droz, by falfely acquainting Mi. Droz, that 
'' the fuit commenced by Mr. M-Taggart againR^he faid Mary Mor- 
“ gan was decreed by the court, and that Mr. Droz was obliged to pay^ 
the amount thereof, and that the original receipt was wrote, as he' 
believed, in the proper hand-writing of Mr. Whittall, and figned by 
the complainant, all which he would prove to be true,” or words 
to the like effeft: which were thereupon immediately taken down > by. 
the RegiRer, and read over to the court. And although Mr. Whittall 
denied the fame or any part thereof to be true, excepting only that 1 he' 
drew up and wrote a receipt in behalf of the plaintiff Mr M'^Taggartf ‘ 
and acknowledged the converfation 'which paffed between him-and the 
Sheriff, ’ when, he told him, in the council-houfe, that he apprehended 
he was -become liable to the debt, as herein above recited : N o t-W ith- 
s T AND IJSTG; all this, the faid Mayor’s Court, without farther debate,, 
after privately confulting one another when fitting upon the bench, dlf- 

miffed 
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tniflcd Mr Whittall from aftmg or praftifing any longer, direfllyor 
indireftly, a> an attorney of their faid court ‘ 

In the debates among the members between themfelves, Alderman 
Bathoe Cud, “ He thoughtthe matter fufficicnt to difmifs Mr Whittall, 

“ and that he ought to be difmiffed) it was highly due for mahing 

“ the proceedings ferve his ottm purpofes, it was fcandalous ” So 
faid Mr Lawrell Mr David JCillican Cud, “ That he thought the 
“ enme very bad; but the defence was much worfe, m advancing 
“ falQties to the Court and to Mr Droz'” Mr Whittall replied, “ He 
“ would be glad fuch falfities fliould'be proved, or at lead pointed 
“ out ’ — ■" He," faid Mr Bathoe (meaning the Sheriff) “ took your 
“ word, and you deceived him,’ — Mr Kilhcan added, “ That it was 
“ highly derogatory to the honour and'authonty ofithat court ' On 
Mr Whittall 6 denymg thatihe had’told the Sheriff the caufe was de- 
creed, Mr Kdlican took him up, and obferved, •“ That he, the Cud 
Mr Whittall, Jiad-aScd as a judge by detthng canfes out of court, 

“ and that he had been guilty of wilful negledl of duty,’ adding, 

'• He was furpnied that the court had fo long looked over his beha- 
" viour , but he thought his conduft in this caufe fcandalous, falfe, 
and a contempt of the authority and honour of the court, and he 
“ thought the Court ought to take proper nottce'of it." 

Immediately after the court htiddiCniffcd Mr Wlnttall from'hting an 
attorney of tmf faid tourt, Mr May, the Reg^cr, produced in the 
court a copy of thc-receipt Cgnedliy the plaintiff,drawn by Mr Whit- 
tall, and given by the plaintiff to the Sheriff) whereby it appeared, ' 
that Mr \Vhittall could not have given Mr JDroz the filfc information 
laid to his charge, “ That-thc caufe of Patrick MeTaggart was decreed," 
hccaufe there was an exprefs claulc m at, which fpccificd that the Cud 
fuit was “ tifn depending^ as has already been exhibited m the true 
copj of It above recited, whereupon Mr Morris drew up aaninutc of 
“ "wbat be meant to Jaf' (as he expreffed himfclf)in which minute he 
purpofely left out that part of his information, namely, " That Mr 
" Whittall had deceived and falfcly impofed upon the (aid Simeon 
" Droz, and had fraudulently and falfely obtainid the payment of the 
“ fum iued for by the plaintiff, Patrick M'Taggart, ffrora the faid S 
•• Drozj by falfcly aci^uninting the faid S Droz, that the Cud fuit, fo 
•' commenced by the laid Patrick M'Taggart, was decreed by the Cud 
•• honourable the Majors Court, and that he, the Cud S, Droz, was 
“ obliged to pay the amount thereof- and that by fuch deceit ufed bjr 
“ the faid Mr Whittall onlj, he, thefaidS Draz, was induced to pay 
tlic fame" Tor which falfe information Mr ^Vhlttall bad then 

already 
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already been difmifled the court t which minute, To drawn by the faid 
Morris, ^^as then pciufed by all the members of that court, and re- 
drawn by the Regifter, with his, Morris’s, abidance, and that of a 
clerk, or writer of the regiderj and was afterwaids once more drawn 
up, by Alderman John Bathoc, and entered upon lecord in the faid 
court, without the words above recited, which in fadt had occadoned 
Mr. Whittall’s difmiflion, or any aflertion or intimation to fuch purport, 
or any way equivalent thereto. 

The faid Patrick M^^Taggait, being then prefent in the faid court, and 
waiting to hcai the idiie of a certain other fuit he had therein depending, 
wherein Mr. Alderman Miller was plaintiff and the faid Mr. Me Taggart 
defendant, Mr. Whittall alfo being employed therein as the defendant’s 
attorney at law, and which fuit was ordered to be heard that day ; and 
altliough Mr. M<^Taggart was well known to be the fame perfon who 
was plaintiff in the aforefaid fuit againfl Mary Morgan, yet the couit 
did not think fit to examine him touching the matter on which Mr. 
Whittall v/as difmiffcd, as aforefaid j and Mr. Whittall demanding "of 
Mr. McTaggart, Whether or not he had told the Sheriff at the council- 
houfe that the faid fuit was dccieed, and whether he had ever ordered 
him, Mr, Whittall, to withdraw the fuit, and whether the cofls of fuit 
had been paid either by him or the fheriff? he anfwered, No: not- 
withftanding which, the court took no manner of notice thereof, in 
any of their minutes or proceedings s but proceeded to hear the fuit 
between Mr. Patrick M^Taggart and the faid Alderman Miller, although 
Mr. M'^Taggart had no attorney to appear in the faid fuit, the fud Aider- 
man Miller fitting on the bench -during- the trial of his own caufe, though 
his vote was not then colleded. 

Before the Court adjourned, Mr. Whittall applied to the Court, and 
to their Regifter, for'eopies of all the minutes of the feveral proceedings 
againft him, m the divers caufes and matters herein above recited; 
which however both the Court and the Regifler thought fit then to 
refufe. 

On the Z2d of Auguft Mr. Whittall did, by his attorney Mr. George 
Sparks, prefent an humble petition to the Mayor’s Court, praying for 
copies of the abovefaid minutes and proceedings, to be properly authen- 
ticated under the feal of the Court, But the Court would only 
grant copies of the order of difmifiion, &c. figned by the Regifter ; 
and would not fuffer the fame to be authenticated under the feal of the 
Court, abfolutely refufing to grant copies of the minutes mentioned in. 

' faid petition, on which he had been adually difinilfedj fo that no part 
of fuch minutes appear on record.— —Mr. Whittall a little time after 
V- ' J ' telling 
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telling the Ikid Regiller, that at fome future period he would he called 
upon to produce the faid minutes, was anfwcrcd by the Regifter,' 
“ That they -were JUt m being ' , > 

Mr Whittall thinking himfelf highly injured, not only by the Mayor s 
Court, but alfo by Mr Momi, by the falfe and fcandalous informa- 
tions he gave the Court, and v.hich indeed were the groundlefs caufe 
of his difmiffion, did prepare, and by hia attorney, Mr Spark', pre- 
fent a bill of complaint in the ufual form agamft the faid Morrir, lay- 
ing the damages iuftained at 13,000! fterlingi and at a court held 
Oflober the 3d 1769 prefent, David Killican, Efquire, Mayor, 
Mcffn Jofeph Cator and Rufiell Skinner, Aldermen, leave being 
afkcd to file and read ihe find bill, according to the pradlicc of the 
Court, the bill uas ordefed to be read, but the court would not fiiffer 
It to be filed and when Mr Sparks had gone through about one half 
of the bill, and came to that part of it. where mention was made (at 
has been noticed m this cafe) of Mr Alderman Bathoe s correcting the, 
minutes and leaving out the very claufe for which Mr Whittall had 
been aCtua'ly difmified, tliat the fame might not appeal ujion record 
then Mr David Rillican interrupted him, and immediately infifted, that 
Mr Sparks ought to be difiniffed likewife for prefentine fuch a bill of 
compaintj which would really have been the tiafe, had not the other 
two Aldermen interfered and Mr Kilbcan advanced, “ That the 
“ faid petition and bill of complaint, wherein mention was made of 
“ the find Alderman Bathoe on the bench altering and re drawing the 
” minutes relative to Mr Whittall s difinilfion (and leaving out the 
" ebufe abovefiiid) was a reflection upon the members of the Court, 
'* for which he (Mr Sparks) ought to be pumlhcd Whereupon Mr 
Sparks informed the Court, “ That he- was an eye witncfi of Mr Ba- 
*' thoc E correcting and re drawing the minutes, as fpecified in the find 
“ bill But Mr Killican in great rage replied, " That he Ihould not 
“ credit his fenfes j but that when he faw anj member of that Court 
“ write fuch minutes, he lliould give the he to his fenfes and under- 
“ (landing, and fuppofe it was not fuch member, but the Regiftcr 
“ who wrote them And farther, the find David Killican, tfquire, 

( hen Ma^or) did prevail on the other two Aldermen to defer the filing 
of the find bll until the next court dayj at which fuccccding court- 
<lav, the fiid Killican, the better to fen'C his purpofes, got together the 
fhice Aldermen, who, with himfcif, bad difmi/lcd Mr Whittall on the 
/fill of Augufi 

At the fubrequent court day, held on the roth of OCbibcr 1769, pre- 
lent the find David Killican, Efquirc, Major, MefTrs Matthew Miller, 
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James Lawrell and John Bathoc, Aldeimen (the fame who had fo ille- 
gally difmifTed Mr. Whittall) and alfo Mr. Jofeph Cator, Alderman, 
the faid bill of complaint was called foi by the Court, and without far- 
ther debate the queflion putj Whether the bill fliould be filed'Oi not 
David Killican, Efquire, Mayor, Muffis. James Lawrell and John 
Bathoe were of opinion, “ That the bill contained many fcandalous’ 
and indecent rcdedtions on the proceedings of the Court." And 
thefe three gentlemen (making a majority) rejedled the bill, and would 
not fuffer the fame to be filed . ’ 

Mr. Matthew Miller and Mr. Jofeph Cator, the other Aldermen, dif- 
fented from that opinion 5 and diredled fuch iheir difient to be entered 
upon record, which was entered accordingly. 

At the fame time Mr. Alderman Cator obferved, “ That it appealed 
“ ftated in the bill, and it was his opinion, that Mr. Richard Whittall 
“ had been injured by an illegal difmiffion ; and that if fuch difmiffion 
could be proved by him to be illegal, he would certainly recover 
“ damages, in any court of law that he fl.ould' think proper to 
** apply to.” 

Mr, Whittall being dangeroufly ill of a fever, occafioned by a fall, 
v^as advifed to remove to Chandernagore, the French fettlement m 
Bengal, where he might have the benefit of an eminent French fur- 
geon’s advice : and during his abfence, Mr. May, the Regifter of the 
Mayor’s Court, applied to the faid Court for a warrant of execution 
againfi: his, the faid Mr. Whittall’s effcdls, without any fuit being com- 
menced, or ilTuing out any fummons for his appearance, for his 
monthly regifter bills, (wherein are included the Regifter’s own fees, the 
Majmr’s and Sheriff's fees, and the Eaft: India Company’s dues - on the 
. pioceedings) though thefe bills had not been delivered monthly 
according to cuftom, with a convenient time allowed for the colledting 
of the faid monies from the clients j nor was the amount of fuch bills 
known bj^, or payment demanded of Mr. Whittall ; and in which 
demand (of w^hich affidavit was made by Mr. May) feveral falfe charges 
were made, particulaily of other attornies bills, wherein Mr Whittall 
was in no wife concerned, and the motion for his own dtfmiffon^ which 
could not of ngWjjbelong to him to pay for,- &ci &c. 

As foon as hwWhittall became acquainted with fuch proceedings, 
he entered intp. a bond, jointly with Mr. John Graham, for payment at 
a ffiort period of Mr, May’s demand : whereupon the warrant of exe- 
cution was fuperfeded, and the faid bills delivered by the Regifter to 
Mr. Whittall , when, upoii examination, Mr. Whittall found the 
feveral unjuft: charges aforefaicf: and Mr. Whittall, and Mr. Graham his 

I 2 attorney. 
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attorney, began on hi! part to recover the amount of tajd Regifter’i 

bill:, and his own fees, from his refocftivc clients It mull be 

remarked, that it is often cuftomary for the Regifters to delay for four or 
five monihs the delivery of the alorefaid bills, and to fend many of 
them together, from whence the attormes draw out their own demands 
on their clients j fnch Regifters billi being mcluded, as the chents are in 
effefl to reimburfe them 

Mr John Holme, deceafed, late Regifter of the court, having a like 
demand for the monthly bills (not then dehvered) upon Mr Whittall, the 
faid Mr Whittall gave a like fccnrity to the fon, who was his admi- 
niitrator , and Mr Whittall then lymg ill, affigned over a confiderable 
fum of money due from hia chents (in which all the faid Regifter s bills 
were alfo included) and feveral other demands But the court, appre- 
hending that the faid Mr Whittall, as foon as he (hould be recovered, 
would repair to England, to fue for redrefs of his manifold grievances, 
ufed every poffible means to prevent his departure from the country: 
and well knowing, that he had debts due to him in the country, to the 
amount of upwards of 75,000 rupees, or above 9000 1 fterhng, m 
order to deuin Mr Whiuall, abfolutely refnfed him the benefit of the law 
(to which as a Britifti fubjeft he had a nght) m fuing for, or recovering 
the fame, or any part thereof in the Mayor's Court, where only in that 
part of India the matter was properly cognizable} nor would the court 
luffer Mr Graham to recover the find bills fo affigned over to him, in 
order to pay ofF the Regifter s demands, at the lame time that others, 
the find May and Holme m particular, were fuflfered to fue and com- 
pel him to payment of what he was not allowed to recover again from 
hu clients 

And at a court holden on Tuefday the i6th of January 1770 (prefent 
John Levett, Efquire, Mayor, and David Kdlican and Cornelius Good- 
win, Efqn Aldermen) it was ordered, that Mr John Graham the De- 
puty Regifter, and afling as attorney for Mr Whittall, Ihould acquaint 
the fold Whittall, " That it was their opinion, he was no longer 
“ entitled to the benefit of the find Mayor s Court, being then out of its 
" junfidiflion,” or words to that effefl, though nothing of fuch matter 
was entered upon record 

And at another court, holden on the agd of the find month of 
January 1770 (prefent John Levett. Efquire, Major, and the Aldermen 
Killican and Goedwm) William Atkmfon of Calcutta, Gentleman, and 
one of the attormes of the find court, did according to the rules and 
ptafltce of the court make, at the requeft of John Gralnm aforcfaid, a 
regular motion for the grant of warrants bf execution againft the effcfls 

of 
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of Klfienchuin Tagoor, and Ramfunder Banragee, on behalf of Mr. 
Whittall, for his own proper fees, for the Mayoi’s and SherifFs fees, 
and for the fees of the faid Regifter, and the Eaft India Company’s duties,, 
with which Mr. Whittall had himfelf been charged by the Regifter, which 
the faid couit had compelled him to pay, and which of courfe were due 
to Mr. Whittall when attorney of the Mayor’s couit i but this motion 
the court did then and there reject for the reafons they had before 
afligned, namely, “ That he the faid Whittall was not entitled to the 

benefit of the court whilft he lemained out of its jurifdidion j” though 
the faid bills W'ere properly aftigned over to Mr. Graham, who had -a 
power in the aftignment to lecover the fame, among many others, for the 
purpofc of paying the Regifters as aforefaid, Mr. Whittall being then 
confined by licknefs fo his chamber at Chandernagore. Then Mr. Wil- 
liam Atkinfon, at the lequeft of the faid Mr. John Graham, did move, 
that the faid motions ftiould be entered uponiecordj but this motion 
likewnfe the court thought fit to rejedt, although the faid motions were 
publicly made in open couit. Whereupon affidavits were prepaied for 
Melf. Atkinfon and Graham refpediveiy to fwear to, regarding the 
fame j and the aforefaid John Graham went to the houfe of Mr. Jofeph 
Cator, Alderman, and requefted he would fwear him to the truth of 
the contents of fuch affidavit, who defired Graham to give it to him in 
open court, and then he wouM fwear him thereto biit Mr. Whittall 
embarked for England before he received any farther account of that 
matter; by which means the Aim of 75,000 rupees, or above' 9000 1, 
juftly due to Mr. Whittall, muff: be greatly hazarded, if indeed not 
totally loft, by leafon of the frequent deaths and bankruptcies, which 
of late a fliort period of time often produces in thofe parts, or of his; 
debtors leaving Bengal before Mr. Whittall can poflibly expeft redrefs 
in England. 

In confequence of the above-mentioned proceedings, ■ Whittall 
did apply to ihe Governor and Council at Calcutta for permiffion to re- 
turn to England, and having obtained foch leave, embarked on board 
one of the Eaft India Company’s ftiips, and is arrived in England, in 
order to obtain redrefs for his giievances above recited : and he deftres 
your opinion of his cafe in anfwer to tne following queries^ 

. 3 ft. As Mr. Whittall, an attorney of the King’s Bench, was duly / 
admitted and fworn all attorney of the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta,, he 
prefumed he^had a freehold in his place, it being an office concerning tire 
public juftice, and he compellable to be an attorney for any man. Had 
the faid Mayor’s Court, therefore, a right to difmifs Mr. Whittall from 

z ' being 
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being an attorney of that court, for the reafona mentioned, without 
any proof at all, and without giving Mr Whittall any notice, or time, 
to make his defence, and iihich Cud order is not only falfe, but con- 
tridiflory upon the face of it, and in u hat manner is it advifeable for 
Mr Whittall to proceed, in order to get himfelf rcinftated, and alfo to 
recover the damages he has fuflained by rcafon ot the difmiffion ? 

< 1 1 ‘ I 

ad In order to recover the payment of i the feveral fums of money 
due to him in Bengal, whether would it be proper to itnpeach the mem- 
bers who ddmifledhim, and who refufed him the benefit of the law, m 
lejeding his bill and complaint agamft Morrit, and would not permit 
him to fuc for his juft demands upon people in Bengal, in iheirjudicial 
capacity, or to proceed agamft them in the Court of King t Bench, by 
way of information ? and will not -an adlion lie agamft the aforefaid 
members for damages i and if fo, where is the fame td be brought > 
And as no appeal lies from the faid order of difmiflion, or (as it is 
apprehended) from the faid courts rejeAing the bill of complaint agamft 
Moms, or refufiDg Mr Whittall the benefit of the la\s, in not fuftenng 
hun to fue for his juft demands, to the Governor and Counal at Cal- 
cutta, (who are conftituted a Court 'of appeals) 'may not Mr Whittall 
apped direaly to the King and Council in England f or m what other 
manner can he proceed to obtain juftice f 

3d The charter granted, eftahliftiing a Mayor e Court at Calcutta, 
after fpecifying the authority gtven the laid court to appoint clerks and 
officers, and to do all fuch other things as may be found neceflary to 
the admmiftration of juftice, proceeds in the following manner 

“ So as they from time to time give an account thereof unto the faid 
“ Company, and fo as the fame (hall be fubjedl to the approbation, 

coatroul, and alteration of the faid Company, under the hands of 
" thirteen Or more of the Court of Direftors of the faid Company, 
“ whom we do hkevnfe will and ordain to have full power and autho- 
” rity to make fuch rules and orders for the belter admmiftration of 
“ julbcc, as tjiey (hall from time to time think fit and neceflaTy, but 
" fuch rules and orders fo to be made by the faid Mayor s Court, /b 
" Jhr Cl tbi Jarre Jldl nol be repugnant to any rules or orders made by the 
' faid Company or tbar Court of DireSors (as aforefaid) (hall neverthe- 
“ left be m force, un il the fame JLad be reached or altered by the fard 
" Ceurt ef DtrtScri, or any thu-,ccn or more of them, and notice 
“ thereof given to the foid court 


And 
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And it is alfo ordained by fundry a£ts of parliament, That all per- 
fons whatfoever m the Eaft Indies, being, guilty of opprefling any of 
his Majefty’s fubjedls, or of any crimes or offences, fuch oppreflions, 
‘'crimes, and odences may be -enquired of, heard, and determined, 
“ in his Majefty’s Court of King’s Bench in England j and that the fame 
and. all other offences committed againfl; the faid adts, may be 
“ alledged to be committed, and may be laid, enquired, of, and tried 
“ in the county of Middlefex.” i ' ' . 

' In conrequence..of faid cbaiter, and flatutes, ;the charter exprefsly' 
conveying with it the laws of England to Bengal, are not fuch offenders 
liable to profecutions in the Court of King’s Bench as foon as they return 
to England? And as the faid Mayor’s Court are , by the faid charter 
under the immediate diredlion of the Company in England, upon Mr. 
Whittall’s having applied to ; the Court of Diredlors to be reinilated, if 
they fhould. not think fit to comply with his jufl: requeft, will not an 
appeal then lie from the faid Court of Diredtors to, the King and Coun- 
cil, or to the Court of King’s Bench j' and will not the Court of King’s 
Bench, ^upon,<a motion, properly .grounded) upon affidavits, grant a 
Mandafms to reftore Mr. Whittall ^to his office? > orAvhat otHen remedy 
or 'means of redrefs remain to Mr. . Whittall. for the) many injuties which 
he has fuffained,* and how is it advifable for, him to proceed:? I' 

. 4th.' Would it not be "advifable for Mr. WhittalLto petition the Ear- > 
liamentfor an enquiry into the condudl of;feveral of the members of the ‘ 
Mayor’s .Court, againfl: .whom he can" clearly prove> a confpiracy to-) 
injure him, and 'many mofl: illegal and partial, proceedings, calculated 
merely for their own private, emolument, and to the great grievance and 
oppreflion of his Majefliy’s fubjedts in Bengal ? 

t i . , ^ r ' „ ^ - 

Mr. Dunning’s Opinion* . ? 

Mr. Whittall, upon this ftate of his cafe, appears to have been very 
hardly and mjunoufly treated. The order for difmifling him was a 
grofs adf of injuflice, not merely becaiife neither of the fadts charged 
upon him as the grounds for his difmiffion were proved, but as they 
were in truth both difproved by the very evidence refeired to as the proof 
of them , the receipt or memorandum, figned by M'^Taggart, of the 
4th June 1768. Firft, as to the fuppofed impolition on Mr Droz,. the 
Sheriff, by a falfe pretetice that a decree had been adlually obtained 
againfl: him for the money due from' the defendant in the original caufe, 
whom he had fuffered to go at large after having arrefled her. Though 

It 
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at IS certain tliatte was in law Icfa liable to the plaintiff’s demand in con- 
fequcnce of his own mifconduft, and Whittall might very p operl) tc 1 
him fi It was impoffible he could fay, with any expedtaiion of being 
believed, that a decree had been aiffually obtained, or that Droz, if he 
had been told fo, could believe it , for he who himfelf ivai an officer 
of tbe court, mull knmv that he had no notice of fuch an aftion and I 
fuppofe It IE not the praSice of the court to make decrees again ft men 
without giving them an opportunity of being heard in ihcir defence. 
But further, the receipt, or memorandum referred to mentions nothing 
of any decree or fuit againft the Sheris’ on the contrary it mentions 
the original caufe as ftill depending, and provides for putting an end to 
It, and nothing more j and it is not to be doubted, but that provifion 
would have been extended to the caufe againft the fhenff", if he had 
been made to underftand that any fuch had been commenced Second- 
ly, At to the other ground, which is, that he had not withdrawn the 
fmt, purfuant to his clients engagement, on the next court day, it is 
obvious that, taking the whole receipt or memorandum together, the 
withdrawing the fuit, as well as the delivering up the bond, were meant 
(as they ought) to depend upon tbe payment of the cofts j i not to men- 
tion, tliat if It were othenvife, it would afford no ground of cenfurc 
on Mr Whutall or his client, fince neither Mr Droz or Mra Morgan 
had fuftamed any injury by his not withdrawing tbe caufe, no ftep 
having been taken towards profecutmg it further In this fituation 
Mr Whittall s proper courfe to get himfelf rcinftated, is to lay a full 
reptcftntation of his cafe before the Court of Direflors, who will pro- 
bably refer it to their counfel j and, in that calc, I have no doubt but 
they will be adwfcd to reftorc him to an office of which be has been 
thus arbitrarily and groundlcfly deprived If the Direflors ftiould refufe 
to redrefs him, which I cannot fuppofe, it will then be time enough to 
confidcr the other queftlons 

Lincoln’s Inn, 

1 6th March 177 1 J DUNNING 
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The Petition of Mr. Richard Whittall to the Honourable Court 

Diredtors of the Baft India Company, 

Humbly sheweth, 

That your petitioner having obtained permiffion from this hone 
able Company to go out to India as a free merchant, fome time m A 
1764 failed for Bengal, in order ta relide at Calcutta j but that f 
ftfter his arrival the Prefident and Council there having redndted 
merchants from trading in the country, and your petitioner being 
of the attornies of his Majefty’s Court of Ring’s Bench, petitioned 
honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta aforefaid to be admitted 
pradtife in that court 5 and was accordingly duly admitted, and fw 
©ne of the attornies thereof, -agreeable- to the prai^ice of the faid co 
as by a copy of his admittance, ready to be produced^ will appe 
where he, by his diligence and behaviour, acquired great reputati 
and by his practice procured a genteel income : 

That your petitioner is informed, that the Mayor’s Court at Calci 
aforefaid is by his Majefty’s charter appointed a Court of Record 
hearing and determining all civil fuits, adtions and' pleas, with poi 
to appoint officers and mimfters, and the court is enjoined to adh 
ftridtiy to the laws of England in all fuch matters as fhould come bef 
them for their determination : which charter, after fpecifyiftg the aut 
rity to the faid Mayor’s Court to appoint clerks and officers, &c. £ 
to do all fuch other things as may be found neceffary to the adminifl 
tion of juftice, proceeds in the following manner , “ So as they fr 
“ time to time gave an account thereof unto the faid Company, and 
as the fame ffiall be fubjedt to the approbation, controul, and alt 
“ ation of the faid Company, under the hands of thirteen or m 
of the Court of Diiedtors of the faid Company ; whom we do likev 
will and ordiin to have full power and authority to make fuch it 
and orders for the better admin ffiration of juftice, as they from ti 
“ to time ffiall think fit and necefiary j but fuch rules and orders, 
“ to be made by the faid Mayor’s Court, fo far as the fame ffiall 1 
“ be repugnant to any rules or oiders made by the faid Company 
their Court of Directors as aforefaid, ffiall neverthelefs be in fo 
“ until the fame ffiall be revoked or altered by die faid Court of 1 

K “ rcdl'. 
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‘ reSors, or my thirteen or more of them, and notice thereof given t» 
‘‘ the faid court 

That about June 1767, your petitioner was employed by Patrick 
M' Taggart of Calcutta, merchant as his attorney, to recover, in the 
Mayors Court theium of 2075 Arcot rupees, which was due to him 
upon a bond from Mary Morgan, an inhabitmt of Calcutta , and your 
petitioner, at the requeflr of the plamtiff, exhibited md filed a bill of 
complaint in the Mayors Court there, m thenfual form, On the 26th 
of June in that year, againft the faid Mary Morgan , who bang fum- 
moned, employal Thomas Morns of Calcutta ferelaid as her attorney 
jn that fuitj md on the i8th of Anguft, your petitioner, by diredfion 
of his client, took out awarrmt to hold the defendant to bad, on the 
ufual affidavit being made by the plaintifiF, which warrant, on or about 
the 21ft: day of Auguft, wasremmM executed by Simeon Droz, Efquirc, 
then Sheriff} who did, of his own accord, and without any authonty 
from the Mayor 1 Court, or notice, or bail given to the fain Court, or 
to your petitioner or his client, voluntanly relcafe the faid Mary Mor- 
gm out of his cuftody, contrary to the ufages and cuftoms in fuch cafe 
generally obferved of which your petitioner mformed the Court, md 
foliated another warrant, in order to avoid litigation with the Sheriff, 

, which motion the faid Court rejeded, as will appear by the record, 
deeming the Sheriff liable to ray the debt md thereupon the plamuff 
made application to the Sheriff, and informed your petitioner, mat the 
Sheriff was ready, on having a proper receipt, to difebarge the fame 
and moreover, on the 2 tft March 1768, the following letter was recaved 
hy your petitioner from tlie fold Shaiff ^ 

'■SIR, 

" Pleafe to acquaint me what are the particulars of Mr Mr Taggart s 
•' demmd on Mrs Morgan, and how much the whole amounts to 

" I am, SIR, , 

“ Your moft obedient, 

* Monday, the 2iff March 1768 •• s DROZ " 

■■ To Mr Whittall 

That, a ffiort time afier, jour petitioner and his client ncadcntally 
met with Mr Droz at the counal houfe at Calcutta, who began fpeak- 
ing upon the fubjeft j when your petiuoner avilly acquainted the Sheriff, 

that 
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that he having without authority, or notice given, of his own- accord, 
djfch.aiged the defendant out of cuftody, your petitioner apprehended he 
'ivas become liable to ihe debt : on which he anfwered, Jhe would pay it 
on a proper receipt being given to him by Mr. Me Taggart, and that he 
had taken, oi would take, from the defendant, a mortgage of a garden 
to indemnify himfelf j which mortgage it fince appears was adlually pre- 
pared by Mrs. Morgan’s attorney, Mr. Moriisj and in confcquence of 
this converfation the plaintiff requefted your petitioner to draw up a 
receipt, which he accordingly did as follows ; 

‘‘ Calcutta, 4th June 1768. 

Received of Simeon Dioz, Efquire, the fum of two thoufand and 
“ feventy-five Arcot rupees, being the principal fum due unto me on 
“ a certain bond executed by Mary Morgan , and alfo the fum of two 
“ hundred and eighty-fix Arcot rupees and five annas, being fixteen 
“ months and thirteen days intereft on the faid bond, at the rate of ten 
per cent, per annum 3 Jor which a fmt is depending vi the honourable 
the Mayor's Courty where the /aid original bond is filed i and I do 
hereby promife to deliver up the faid bond uncancelled unto the faid 
Simeon Droz, upon his paying me the cofis of fuit in ihe faid caufey 
as witnefs niy hand j and I do hereby further promife to withdraw the 
fuit on Tuefday next. 

‘‘ PATK MCTAGGART.” 

( 

And this receipt was figned by the plaintiff, Me Taggart, and the 
Sheriff fome time afterwards paid the money ; fince which no inflruc- 
tions were received by your petitioner from his client, nor was any ' 
motion made relative to the faid fuit 5 neither was your petitioner 
acquainted, till a confiderable time after, that his faid clierit had received 
the fum above Ipecified ; nor are the cofts of fuit to this’ day paid to your 
petitioner, nor to his client, as far as he knows, or believes. 

That at the opening of the Court on the 4th of Auguft 1769, Mr. 
May, the Regifter, read a report of the Examiner to the Court, “ That 
“ two witneffes had been examined in the caufe of Me Taggart 
againfi: Morgan 5” (a cirCumfiance which indeed happened prior to 
the date of the receipt herein above recited, and they were examined 
by an order of Court, by reafon of their being about to leave Calcutta.) 
Whereupon yOur petitioner, as attorney for the plaintiff, naturally 
acquainted the Court, ‘'That the faid caufe "was ended, that he had 
“ no inftrudlions to proceed,^ the Sheriff, having, without any authority, 

K 2 releafed 
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releafed the defendant ont of cnftody, wihen confined for default of 
“ bod, upon i warrant j and had aftaally paid, or agreed to pay the 
« debt for the defendant, ai your petitioner prefumcd the law in 
“ fuch cafe obhged him to do ” "Whereupon Mr Mornj, the defen- 
dant a attorney, informed the Court, “ That your petitioner had 
“ deceived and impofcd upon Mr Dror, and had fraudillently and 
•• falfcly obtained the payment of the fum fued for by Mr M' Taggart 
“ from Mr Droz, by falfely acquainting Mr Drot, that ‘the fuit 

commenced by Mr Me Taggart againfl; the faid Mary Morgan waa 
“ decreed by the Court, and that Mr Droz was obhged to pay the 
“ amount thereof j and that by fuch deceit ufed by your petitioner 
“ only Mr Droz was induced to pay the fame j and that the original 

receipt was wrote, as he believed, in the proper hand-writing of your 
" petitioner, and figned by the complainant j all which he would 
“ prove to be true,’ or words to the like effefl which were there- 
upon immediately taken down by the Regiftcr, and read over to the 
Court And although your petitioner denied the ,Cime or any part 
thereof to be true, excepting that he drew up a receipt m behalf of itbe 
plaintiff, Mr M^Taggart, and acknowledged the converfation which 
piffed between him and the Sheriff, when he told him in the council- 
houfe, that he apprehended he was become liable to the debt, as herein 
above reated Notwithstandino all this, the faid Mayors Conr^ 
without farther debate, after privately confultmg one anodier when 
fitting upon the bench, difmiucd your pepuoner from aiSing or prac- 
tifmg any longer as an attorney of their faid court. 

A copy cf tbe order of your petmoners difmiflion, as the fiime 
Hands upon record, is m the following words 


“ Calcutta, Friday the 4th dayof Auguft, m the year of 
our Lord one thoofand feven hundred and iix^-ninc 

“ At a Court held, 

“ Prefent, 

'• David Khhcan, Efquire, Mayor, 

{ Matthew MilIer.T 
James Lawrell, > Aldermen 
John Bathoc, J 


** Patnek 
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Patiick Me Taggart*) The,Regifter reported, That John Morgan 
“ againft p' and Sebaftian Cordeiros, wicneffes for the 
Maiy Morgan, J complainant, are examined by Mr. John 

Ho Ime, the late Examiner of this Court. 

Mr. Richard ^Vhittall, the complainant’s attorney, acquainted the 
Court, That tiiis caufe was ended. Mr. Morris, attorney for the 
defendant, informed the Court, That this caufe ,v/as yet pending, 
and had never been withdrawn, which would appear by a copy of a, 
" receipt exhibited in this caufe (the original pia.yed for, ?pd admitted 
" to te produced and proved at hearing of this caufe) : 1 hat the com- 
plainant had, by deception ufed, received .from Simeon Droz, 
Efquire, the principal and intereft of a bond of the defendant, hied' 
for by the complainant in tins caufe; and that was without the know- 
“ ledge and confent of the defendant or her attorney at law. Mr. 

Morris further informed the Court, That the faid original receipt is 
“ wrote, as he believes in the proper hand’-writing of the complainant’s 
attorney at law, and ligned by complainant himfelf. The complainant’s 
attorney, the fad Richard Whittal, acknowledging ‘the fame to be 
an exadt copy of tlie receipt drawn up in his own hand^writing, and 
** figned by his client, whereby he engages to Mr. Droz ,to withdraw 
this fuit on the e;ifuing court-day ; which the faid attorney Mr Ri- 
“ chard Whittall not only wilfully negledled to do at the next fitting 
of the Conrt, but has fufieied tire fuit to remaip depending in Court 
** to this day. The Court,, on due confideration of this matter, are 
“ unammoufly of opinion. That ^the faid Richard Whittall’s method of 
“ obtaining the fum of the faid Simeon Droz^was an irregular proceed- 
ing, no decree having, then pafled in Court m favour of his client’s 
demand: that his negledfing to inform the Court of his having 
received the faid fum of the faid Simeon Droz, and alfo negledling tO‘ 

“ defire the faid fuit then depending to, be withdrawn, agreeably to his 
“ client’s obligation to the faid Simton Droz on receipt of the faid fum,, 

“ is a manifeft abufe ofihis duty, as an attorney of this Court, ,an un- 
jufiifiable procedure with the faid Simepn Droz, and an infult to the 
authority of this Court ; and as |:he faid Richard Whittall has, m tfie 
courfc of his tranfa<5tions of the bufinefs of his office, frequently 
■** merited and received the fevere reprehenfions of this Court, and as it 
is too evident that their admonitions have had n6 weight m bringing 
** him to a proper fenfe of his duty in the difcharge of his office of 
attorney of this Court 5 
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" The Court are now of opinion, that he no longer defen es their 
" indulgence, and do accordingly difeifi him &om afliig any longer ai 
“ an attorney of this Court. 

" A true Copy 


^ Augnft 14th, 1769 “ J MAY, Regifter’ 

That before the Court adjourned, your petitioner applied to the Court 
and to their Regifter for copies of all the minutes and proceedings 
againft him herein above recited, which however both the Court and 
Regifter thought fit to refufe And on the 2 ad of Auguft your peu- 
tioner did, by his attorney Mr George ^rks, prefent a petition to 
the Mapors Court, praying for copies of the abovefaid minutes and 
procecdingt, to be properly authenticated under the fcal of the Court 
but the Court would only grant copies of the order df difmiffion, figned 
by the Regifter, and womd not fuffer the fame to be auihenucated 
under the feal of the Court j abfolutely refufing to grant copies of the 
minutes mentioned m the faid petition, on which he had been aQually 
diffflifled fo that no part of fuch minutes appear on record Your 
petitioner a little time after telling the Regifter, that at fome future 
period he would be called upon to produce the faid minutes, was 
anfwercd by the Regifter, “ That they were not in being 

In confequence of the above-mentioned proceedings, and the bad 
ftate of health your peutioncr was then in, he applied to the Governor 
and Council at Calcutta for leave to return to England, and embarked 
on board the Anfon, one of the fbips employed in the fervice of the faid 
Honourable the Uni'ed Company, and bemg arrived in England hopes 
to obtain that fausfafhon which his cafe requires from this Honourable 
Court 

Your petitioner therefore hopes, from the juftice of his cafe alone, 
that this Honourable Court will afford him an opportunity of laying 
before them the proofs of what your peoboner hath herein fet forth , 
and that this Honourable Court will be pleafed to reverfe the faid order 
of difmiffion, and rcinftatc your petitioner in his office of one of the 
attomics of the Honourable the Mayors Court at Calcutta, for the. 
following 


REASONS ’ 



APPENDIX. 


79 ' 


REASONS: 

FiiH, Becaufc your petitionei having been duly admitted and fworn 
an attorney of the Mayor's Court at Calcutta, he prefumes 
he had a ficehold in his place; and confequently could not be 
legally difmiflcd without a proper and fufficient complaint of fome 
inifbchavioui m him, verified upon oath, with a proper and 
lufiicicnt time allowed him for making his defence, which was 
not obferved ; but the faid Court proceeded to difmifs him with- 
out any charge properly exhibited againft him, or verified by 
oath ; without any time allowed him for making his defence ; 
vu'hout any proof whatfoever ; and without any fufiicicnt caufe 
allcdgcd. 

Secondly, Bccaufe the rcafons given in the order of dlfmiflion, if 
tiue (uhich, on the contrary, your petitioner does not admit) 
contain no legal caufe of removal or difmifiion of your 
petitioner; for it appears only, that your petitioner adted as 
his duty to his client required : and if any deception was 
ufed to the faid Mr. Droz, the order dates, that that decep- 
tion was not ufed by your petitioner, but by His client, the 
complainant in the faid caufe ; which charge againft the com- 
plainant your petitioner by no means admits : but infifts, as 
the truth is, that no deception whatever was ufed by your 
petitioner or his client to the faid Mr. Droz. And as to the 
charge in the faid order againft your petitioner, for not in- 
forming the Court that the faid complainant had leceived 
the faid fum of money of Mr. Droz, your petitioner doth 
aver that he was not diiedlly or indiiedtly authoiized by his 
client to withdraw the fuit ; nor were the cofts of fuit paid 
either by his client or the Sheriff; and no expences whatever 
accrued to either plaintiff or defendant, nor to the faid Si- . 
meon Droz ; and no peifbn whatever was piejudiced oa that, 
account. 

Thirdly, For that in the faid. order of difmiftion, the caufes for which- 
he is therein faid to have merited and received the feveral 
reprehenfions of the faid Court, are not afligned, and which 
your petitioner humbly infifts ought to have been done, in 
o order 
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order to enable the fald Company to form a competent jndgment 
thereof j and that the fflincc of the laid ordfcr, m this refpea, 
came* with it this plain inference, either that no fuch canfes ever 
iiilled, or that the fame Were fo trivial or gronndlefs, as not W 
bear examination 

And yonr petitioner fhall ever pray, 6cc 
Ldndon, ift March 1771 RICHARD WHITTAL 
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Copy of a Proclamation, iffued at Cakutla, by the Governor and 
Council Dated the i8th May 1768 

Fort Wilham, i8th May 1768 

Notice i! hereby given, Th 4 t after tlie ixpirition of Two Months, 
from the 27th April, no gomaftahs employed by the Englilh lhall be 
permitted to remain in any part cut of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Onfla and after that period, thit ho Compiny s fervant, free 
merchant, or other European redding uhder the Company s proteftion, 
{hall be fuffcted to carry on any inland trade, dlteiily or mdireflly, 
hiyind thofe litmts, under penalty, if a Cofnptihy fe fervant, of bemg 
immediately difmifled the fervice; if a free merchant, or other Euro- 
pean, of forfeiting the Company 1 proteS ion Snd that if any Euro- 
peans whatfoever thall attempt to tranlport any metchandize beyond the 
provinces, all fuch merchandize fllall be fcized, and confifeated, and 
the gomadalu, having charge faf fuch tontrabihd trade, fhali be punilhed 
with the utmoft feventy 

AH Atmenians, Fortuguefe, or tlic dtfeendants of Armenians and 
Portuguefc, living under the Company s protcflion, arc included in 
the above reftnffaons It being intended that none but the natives of 
the country (Muflulmen and Hlndoils) fliall ih luturc enjoy this 
privilege. 

SIMEON DROZ, Secretary 


I John 
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I John Holme, Notary Publick, dwelling and pradtiling at Calcutta 
at Foit William in Bengal, do heieby certify and atted, that the withjrt 
writing is a true copy of a paper a(ii>:ed to the door of the town-hall of 
Calcutta aforefaid, carefully collated by me with the original, exhibited 
to me for that purpofe. 

In faith and teftimony whereof, I have hereunto fet my hand and 
feal, at Calcutta, the f rft day of July, in the year of our Lord 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-eight. 

(Signed) JOHN HOLME, 

Notary Publick, 



No XXX. 

I 

A Narra-Tive of the Cafes of Benjamin Wilding and John 
.Petrie of Bengal, Efquires, as contained in a letter froiti.an 
Officer there to his Friend m England. , 

“ As no doubt the adlual refignations of mofi: of the officers in Ben-' 
gal will make a great noife in England, and many forced and unfair 
conftrudions be put on their conduct, it may not be unneceffary to fay 
fomething on that head ; and by laying open the real caufes and confe- 
quences of that melancholy event, drive the film from before the eyes 
of the ignorant, fatisfy the unprejudiced, and at leaf: flop the clamorous 
tongues of the enemies of virtue and honour. < \ , r 

In a former letter I have endeavoured to expofe the fophiftical rea- 
foning and impolitic condudt of the Seledt Committee, in abfolutely 
driving the officers to defpair by taking off the Batta and.deftroy- 
ing every advantage which could make the life of a foldier toleiable in 
this country. What made’the meafure appear more odious was, that this 
(jeconomical redudlion was enforced by men who had feen andffelt'the 
inconveniencies of a fubordinate ftationjn this country; who were now 
Charing the fpotls the public largely' amongf themfehes,_^re^rd\t^s of 
the difireffes ^of.the very army which had bedn the immediate inftru- 
iments of their elevation and good, fortune : for confidering the emolu- 
ments which thofe gentlemen were cutting out for themfelves, and the 

This was an additional allowance, which the officers from cft^bliflied ufage received, 
•wjifn on aflual fervice in the field. 

L ' immenfe 
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immtnfc ard adonidiing fums allowed to be laid out at the Company s 
eipencc m making c\en the pnvaic roads to the garden-houfes of the 
counfellcrs, furcly they would have more modeffy than to plead the 
faring of the Company g treafure ns their objedt 

Confequently, when the orders for reducing the Batta of the officers 
were iffiied from the Selcdt Committee, they filled the heart of every 
officer with furprizc and indignation j more efpeaally as they fol- 
lowed hatd upon the conclufion of tlie campaign of J765, which, as it 
had been the farthefi: removed from our fadlories and fettlements, had 
confequenily been the moft expenfivc for the officers that had ever 
been made by any Enghffi army in Bengali the officers being obliged 
to have their baggage tranfported upon mens heads over an extent of 
upwards of 800 miles, at the rate of 5I per month for every cooley 
employed This enormous cxpence had drained the pockets of every 
gentleman who had nothing to truft to but hit pay and I believe 1 am 
not miflaken when I affirm, that nine ont of ten of the officers were in 
debt when the army went into quarters} and I myfcLf have heard Ge- 
neral Camac declare (when panting for freffi water, and obliged to 
idrink that from the wells in which dead carcaffes hil been for fome 
days laying) that triple batta was too little for foch horrible fatigue 

It IS fcarcely poffible to imagine a period more injudicioufly chofen 
to carry a retrenching fcheme into execution, than that which the Sedret 
Committee pitched on for this The officers, drained of money, and 
fmartmg from the fatigue of a tedious and expenfive campaign, under- 
gone at that great difiance from the preCdency dunng the hot feafon, 
feeing themfelves not only precluded from all (hare in the rich fruits of 
their very eflennal fervices, but even curtailed in their old e(labli(hed 
advantager, without any profpedl of redrefi, jf they tamely fubmiltcd 
to the arbitrary terms impofed upon them, while even want Hared them 
in the face for at the time I am fpcaking of fuch was their mifery, 
that they could not even pay for cloaths to which a fnend of mine 
bears a melancholy tefiimony, having Idft about 3000 rupees by fur- 
nifhing them with rcgimentali, by order of the GeneraL 

This was preafely the cafe of the officers in Bengal at that time 
\\'hen, therefore, thofe orders reached the different brigades, a thoufand 
refolutioni were formed and abandoned in a day, from the different 
paffions, capacities, and news of the people concerned ; but all agreed 
in calliim out for redrefs, and thinking diat fomethmg mart be done to 
ward off their impending diflrefs 

As 1 w at of the firfl brigade, I mud confine myfelf to fpeak of what 
piffcd there, and the confequciicei accruing to indiuduals m tint corps 

You 
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You know, it was General Carnac’s brigade; but under the command 
of Sir Robert Fletcher, and Rationed _ at Mongheer , confining princi- 
pally of the officers who had been in all the fervice of the year lydi;, 
and who were confequeritly ready to cry out firft againft any retrencli- 
, ing fehemes. In the firft tranfports of rage, many officers propofed at 
once to abandon the fcrvicc of fuch ungrateful mafters, and leave them 
to find officers better qualified for living upon rice and water; but 
this was over-ruled, and a propofal made for addreffing the Governor and 
Council, in a becoming memorial, fetting forth the diftrefies which the 
new regulation would inevitably occafion to the officeis, and praymgYor 
a fufpenfion at Icafi. of the order, till the affair could be reprefented to the 
Company at home. This, after fome debate, was agreed to ; and the 
following paper was drawn up and forwaided to General Carnac, to be 
by him delivered in to the Board ; viz. 

“ To the Right Honourable the Prefident and Council. 

^ ^ j 

Gentlemen, 

It is with the greatefi; refped wc now prefume to lay before joui 
Board, the hardfliips we labour under fince the redudion of our , 
‘‘ former allowance, and we flatter ourfelves, that what we fliall now 
‘‘ offer, will appear realbnable, and induce the Board to comply with 
this our mofl; humble requeft. . . - 

“ We beg leave to reprefent, that we find the quarter batta inadequate 
“ to the unavoidable expence attending the charadler of an officer. The 
extraordinary batta allowed in this eflablifliment, in preference to the 
“ other eftablifhments, only puts us on the fame footing with them, 
as it is well known that European commodities, which we mofl: 

“ want, are fold forty or fifty per cent, dearer here than at either of the, 

“ fettlements of Madrafs or Bombay, and the difference is nearly the 
fame between this place and the prefidency; as likewife fervants 
wages, and mofl: other neceffaries bear the lame proportion ; fo that 
“ we hope, fetting forth the prefent allowance not to be a proper fub- 
“ fiftence, will not appear an unjufl: reprefentation, but a notice fufficient ■ 

‘‘ for a repeal of the order of the firff of January. ‘ 

« Were we to enumerate the fevere hardfliips we endured the lafl: , 
« campaign, we flatter ourfelves mentioning that alone, and the irre-, 

“ parable hurt our conftitutions have fuffered from a climate fo pieju-^ 

“ dicial to every European, would have fome weight, Jhould we requeff 
the foimer allowance, on the fame footing of an* indulgence, but 
“ we hope the above lliort leprefentation of fadts will fuffice, leav- 

L 2 ing 
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*' mg to your own inown candor and impartulity, to fnggeft wBat elfe 
“ we might advance to induce you to a compliance withthis our moft 
*' refpeSiul rcqueft . We have the honour to fubfcnbc ourfelves, with 
<■ the greatell refpedt,” &c. 

The General wrote the officers a fevcrc reprimand for applying to him, 
and the Board did not deign to give even an anfwer to thetr memortal 
Thus cavalierly treated, mey became inflamed beyond mcafnrej and 
about the middle of Apnl i y6d, thtw came to a fudden rcfolution to 
gam their point, or elfe to reCgn the Company s lenice on the ift 
day of May nett , but m fuch a manner as to give the Icaft caufe for 
complaint againft them, or for difhirbancc among the men , nay even to 
ferve as volunteers, fhould it be deCrcd, until other officers could be 
coUeSed to take charge of the troops. 

The world will not be forpruted when they hear this meafure vilified 
and condemned by thole very people vs ho had brought it about, by their 
oppreffivc and tyrannical behaviour to the officers i and I make no 
doubt that every art will be ufed to render it odious in the eyes of 
•the public 5 fince they endeavoured with equal impudence and falfity to 
make it be believed here, that the view of the reCgnabon was to un- 
hinge the government, and fend the Selefl Committee prifoners to Eng- 
land Such an abfurd and ndicnlous fcheme could only proceed from 
their own pufillanimity and confaous wicked hearts Had this refo- 
lution ever entered into the minds of the officers, they had nothing to do 
but to have remained quiet, and the men (to ufe thetr own phrafe) 
would have ngbltd both thcmfclves ahd their officers , for towards the 
end of April, there were foveral meetings difoovcrcd among the fer- 
jeants and common men, and but too much reafon to believe, that 
they would not part with their officers very eaCly The moment this was 
difcovcrcd, I can affirm, that it was fteadily and.efieilually difcounte- 
nanced by every officer who was acquainted with the arcumftances , 
who, to a man, would fooner have given up every confidcration than 
have feen or connived at any diflurbance among the men, however 
much It might contnbntc to the advantage of the caufe they had en- 
gaged mi and to this, I dare faj, the then commanding ofheer, Sit* 
Robert rietcher, will bear witncfs from every part of their behaviour 
town ds him and the Company Indeed lb very cautious were they 
of giving tlicir natural enemies anv room to attack their charaffers 
on that fcore, that Captain Wilding and Eicutcnant Petne, with the 
knowledge and b) the defire of the other officers, vvaitcd upon the com- 
manding officer, and, under ncccffiirj rcflnftions, acquamted him 

with 
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wiih tlicir fufpicions ; nay, affiircd him, in tlie name of the 'wholcj that 
they were icady to facrificc their lives, and every thing elfe, in fupport 
of the authority of the Company over their tioops and poffeffions. And 
when It was found expedient to divide the brigade, more effedtually to 
prevent any evil confequences from the lefignation, the officers actually 
marched out with the men, at their own expence and rifk, and encamp- 
ed at ibmc diftancc from the fort, till they were ordered to quit the 
country; which they as readily obeyed, as they had done any former 
'order under \cry dfficrent cirCumftances. 

Fiom all thefc fads, I am certain, the unprejudiced part of man- 
kind will believe, that the bloody intentions of the officers had no ex- 
iflencc but in the brains of their oppreffiors. This, however,- is not 
at all extraordinary, fincc it is well known, that", in all ages and ftates, 
tyrannical governments have found it eafy, and fometimes neceffiary, 
to trump up imaginary plots and feditions to ferve wicked turns, and 
throw a thin veil ovci their own ad:ions, by colouring oppfeffion with 
the face of neceffiary fcverity. 

On thp I d: of May, the follo^Ving letter, ligned by every officer in the 
garrifon, tlic Brigade-major excepted, was fent to the commanding 
officer, accompanied with cry gentleman’s commiffiion 5 viz. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Sit Robert Fletcher, commanding the hrffi 
. Brigade at Mongheer. ' 
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‘‘SIR, : 

That we might p'ut it entirely out of the power of either the world 
or our own confciences to condemn ds, for deliring leave to refign 
our commiffions in the honourable Company’s fervice, we have fcfved 
four months in obedience to the ordeis of the 31ft December, 
and are now but too well convinced, that our former fulpicions were 
true , for notwithftanding the piopofed redudion of Xervants wages, 
and d\miniffiing every unncceffiary attendant, we find we cannot 
live upon the prefent allowance, but muft run in debt every month, 
as long as vve have any ciedit. We mufi: appeal upon the parade, 
as becomes officers, and keep up oui refpedlive ranks, or difobey 
public orders. We mufi; eat and drink as befits the climate, or fall 
lacrifices to hunger and ficknefs ; and to do all thefe only in mo- 
deration, we mufi; run ourfelves in debt to "every one who will give 
us credit, , be they gentlemen or the lowefi: of the creation, and lb 
fall under the lafh bf another article of war, for behaving unlike 
gentlemen^ ' ' ' " 

t . ct 
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“ You know, that we have applied, for xedrefs in the humbleft man- 
“ ner, and that it has been refilled us it is needlefs for us here to call 
“ upon you for a witnefe of our attachment to the fcrvice i our behaviour 
'■ through a fenes of campaigns muft bear down all Hander Manv 
“ of us have eat the Company s bread for lome years, and are deeply 
" concerned that we can no longer do it with honour , all of us are 
" lorry to be ofchged to take this method of preventing ruin and milcry 
falling upon ourlelves and connc&ons, and we Cncerely wjfli that our 
“ mailers may meet with a fet of officers as much devoted to their 
“ fcrvice as we have always wilhed to prove oUrfelvcs, and who may 
“ mauitain the Company s affairs, to the latell pollcrity, in that Iplendor 
“ to which we have happily raffed them But unlefs the pay and 
“ emoluments of their troops are again reftored to what they were in 
" July and Augull 1763, our prayers arc all we can now give them 
" As It IS from pnnciple we now relign the fcmcc, it would give 
" us the greatell unealinefs Ihould the Company's affairs fuffer by lb 
" Hidden a refignation We hav^ therefore, rcfolved to ferve till the 
“ 15th of this month of May, without pay of any kind, or being 
" efleemed officers in their fervicc 1 when an anfwer may be had from 
“ thofe gentlemen of the Council who we jenow have the power of re- 
“ drelling us, or of filling up our places with other officers, provided 
>< you defire it It woidd make us truly unhappy Ihould any dillurb- 
" ance arife among the men from this affair being known to them we, 
“ therefore, beg you will take the necelTary precautions of keeping all 
“ quiet j and as we arc to receive no pay, you will be fo good to give 
“ the pay-mailer ducflions for leaving the abltraQ for the non-commif- 
“ Coned and pnvate men unfigned 

“ Our commiffions accompany this } which we beg you will keep, 
" and believe us to be with relpcil, 

“SIR, 

" Your moll obedient, humble fervants.’ 

Monghtcr, May ift 1766 


To which letter the commanding officer returned the following anfwer 

“ Gentle-mpn, Monghcer, May ill 1766 

'• I haie received your letter of this date, together with jour com- 
" miffions, and fliall, agreeable to jour requelt, take the mod expe- 

ditiou$ 
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ditk)uff method of obtaining you an anfwer from our fuperiors. J 
agree with you'in thinking jt better, that the foldiers remain ignorant 
of the meafure you have taken; and I defire you will continue to do 
duty as officers, according to your former refpedlive ranks, until we 
know the pleafure of the Governor and Council. 

I am,, with regard, 

“ Gen'tlemen, 

Your -mod; obedieht, and humble fervant, 
(Signed) ROBERT FLETCHER.” 

The fame evening it was expedient for half of the troops to be marched 
out of the garrifon, as if going upon an expedition, and to encamp at 
fome diftance from the fort : in confequence of which every thing 
remained quiet till the 6th inftant, when Captain Wilding and Lieutenant 
Petrie were made prifoners, and fent down to Calcutta, as was faid, by 
orders from Lord Clive, and their going to the Colonel (as mentioned 
above) was the affigned caufe. 

This, though perhaps not the firft, is a ftriking inftance of the 
unmeaning cruelty of the Bengal government at that period ; and it can- 
not but amaze every thinking perfon, that two, gentlemen ffiould be 
fubjedted to all the inconveniencies which would have attended the molt 
enormous crime, only for being too zealous in their duty, and too nice 
in their notions of honour, towards mailers prepared to ufe them With 
fuch harffinefs. For however trifling a thing it may now appear, their 
waiting upon Sir Robert Fletcher, to inform him of their fufpicions of 
a mutiny, was at the imminent rilk of their lives ; as mull be vilible to 
every one acquainted with the articles of war, to which they were un- 
doubtedly fubjedt till they had adtually religned the fervice. Whatever 
inconveniencies the paffive behaviour of thofe two gentlemen fubjedted 
them to, It had this good effedl: it convinced the world, that the fine^ 
llory of plots and feditions had not the fmallefl: foundation m truth ; 
for it was not without the moll earnefl: folicitations, that thofe gentle- 
men prevented the whole brigade from accompanying them in a body to 
Calcutta, or, fword in hand, refcuing them from their confinement, 
which they could not help thinking injullice , fince every inan has a 
nght^ an undoubted right, to refign that employ in which he is only a 
monthly fervant, and cannot fubfift upon his monthly allowance, without 
being fubjedled to the miferies of^a felon or deferter. 

Soon 
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Soon afrtr Captain Wilding and Mr Pctnc liad left Mongbeer, the 
confidence between the officers and the Colonel leems to have decreafed 
gradually, till it ended m an order for feveh or eight of the officers to - 
leave the girnfon tnfiontly, and proceed to Calcutta) ahd aim oft in the 
fame breath a general order was iffiied for the whole to leave the diftnCt 
of Mongheer in one hour t time, or they would be dnven away by an 
armed force, and efleemed enemies to their country 

Whether this was an order of Lo d'Clives, who was then upon hi« 
way to Patna, or whofe it was, I own it is not m> bufinefs to enquire, 
but wherever "it falls, it fliould Itavc an indelible blot, and will, I hope, 
ftamp the names of the aulhori of it \v,th etemal infamy The tender- 
refs of a tyger muft poffefs that breaft which could unconcernedly fee 
the men who had fOent their ) onth and ftrength in the mihtary fcrvicc 
of the Company, thofe gallant yopng men who had purchafed holiouf 
with the lofs of limbs and conflitutions, m the unhealthy , climate of 
Bengal, troop off, for fear of feeing filed bayonets at fheir heels, and 
leave ihcirall, their little all to the mercy of their enediies, and all this 
to pleafe feme particular deftroyers 1 * ' ' 

Che confequences of this order were truly fhocki^'to human nature 
Some gen lemen, of famiheS many degrees- fupendr to 'any of the Conn- 
cil, were earned without the Walls of the fort in the depth of a’ 
lalivation) others had juft fwallowed emetics, and were not allowed to 
remain to work them off ) whilft the lame were obliged to limp out on 
their crutches, to avoid the military inftruments of tyrarmic power 

Such arc the mifencs which Enehfhmen are doomed to fuffer when 
removed far from the influence of Uic happy conflitution of (heir native 
country 1 in a place where power gives law, and force is right, and 
where no man Is found brave enough to fhake the- rod of corrciftion 
over the head of lawlefs aulhonty 

Before the officers left the gamfon, the men got under arms, and 
feemed refills <.d to accompany them) but feeing their officers dif- 
courage the attempt, and ihcw no inclination to join and command 
them, they were foon difperfcd to their quarters, by the unmilitary 
mcafurc of money and hquors Next day Lord Clive arrived at Moiig- 
heer, and by flittering the common men and decrying the officers, at 
the expence of every human vmuo, he kept all quiet, though not 
without the affiftancc of large fums of money ^ hanng in a few days dif- 
tnbuted more in prefents to the fcapoys and foldicrs than would have’ 
fitnfled the poor diftrilTed officers of all the army for a whole year 
£uch were fomc of the mflanccs of his lordfliips oxoiionjy But not- 
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wlthflanciing this fncccfs at firft, fuch obftinacy would probably have 
■cofi the Company very dear, had not the weaknefs and wickednefs of 
human nature afibided opportunities foi regaining a great number of 
the officers who bad juft left the fervicc .* many of whom had engaged 
in the aiiair of tlic lefignation with no other views than treacheroufly to 
rife on the luin of their brother officers, whofe attachment to their ho- 
nour they kne\^ Would influence them to defpife all advantages to be 
reaped from the violation of it. Others of them were gained by threats, 
and many moic by impofition ; fo that in a fliort time the caufe was de- 
ferted, and only the few who preferred honeft poverty to infamous 
affluence, remained fuffcrcis on this occaflon ; fome being fent home to 
England, others lofing five or fix years dear-bought rank, and others 
mitlcd the favour of being left to gain their bread by the fvveat of- their 
brows in Calcutta. 

Tlius far it was neceffiary to follow the circumftances attending the 
refignation of the honeft and fteady part of the officers, to lliew with 
how little reafon their enemies have endeavoured to brand their conduct 
with feditious and dangerous defigns againft the government. It majr 
be now worth while to obferve the confequencesy and the effed it had 
on the civil conflitution of Bengal 5 which, from being limited and mild, 
according to the laws of England, is become abfolute, unlimited, and 
tyrannical in a greater dcgre6 than the moft arbitrary government in the 
known world. 

I have obferved before, that MefTrs. Wilding and Petrie were fent Prl- 
foners from Mongheer to Calcutta, and ought to have proceeded thither 
under a guard of feapoyss but by- a concatenation of miftakes, the 
guard for their perfons wa^ left behind, and they were only accom- 
panied by that intended for their baggage j which freed them from very 
dreadful inconveniencies on their arrival in Calcutta, as will be feen bye 
arid bye. , 

In the abfence of Loid Clive, Mr. Sumner (equally remarkable for 
his condefeenfion, when fecond, as for his overbearing conduct when in 
the chair, as ading governor) who reigned in Calcutta at that time, had 
denounced; his vengeance on the heads of all oppofers, ’ and is reported to 
have faid, of the refigned officers, ‘‘ There are four of them* coming 
down piifbners i I wifh there were twenty-four, that I might have 
the plea fare of hanging them all” - 

-When the two unfortunate gentlemen mentioned above arrived at Cal- 
cutta, they waited upon this Deputy Governor, to acquaint him of 
their having quitted the fervice, and their intention of reliding at Cal- 
cutta 4 to which he^infwered, They had been put m arreft by Sir Robert 
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Fletcher, and mull remain fo ttU Lord Chves pUaJure Kceu knawft Thiy 
they ftrenuoofly denied j offering, that, as they held no military em- 
ployment, they could in no degree be fubjeff: to military law , and left 
him to ufe his plcafure The fame cvenmg, the Fort Adjutant came 
to their lodgings, and told them, he had the Governor s orders to put 
them under arrell ; which they refilled to obey, for the realbns given 
by them to the Deputy Governor himfelf j and requefted him to take- 
down theu- anfwers m wntmg, that they might not be any more trop- 
bled with his vifits Notwithffandmg this he returned again, next 
morning, and infilled on thar obeying the arrell, as Ofiicers in the 
fcrvice of the Ball India Company , and on their perlilling in their firll 
refoluPon, he acquainted them, that he had the Orders of the Governor 
and Council to take them out of their lodgmn by force, and confine 
them in the New Fort, under a guard j and if they font their doors, he 
had orders to plant centinels before the door, arid Jiarve them into cm- 
phmue and for that purpofe he had paraded a guard of foirtj' men 
Mr Gideon Johnftone, in whofe houfe this happened, overheanng the 
lall part of the threat, acquainted the Adjutant, that if he dared to 
enter his houfe, or to place cenonels upon it, he would profecute him, 
and all concerned, to the utmoll extent of the law 5 and at the lame 
time leave the houfe to the mercy of the foldiers, in which there was 
the property of many pnvate merchants, to the amount of fomc lacks of 
rupees 

This flaggered his relblution, and he departed to acquaint the ty- 
rants tnth the oppofition he had met j who, though they feemed ready 
enough to facnfice every moral tie to their refentment, fouddered at 
the thoughts of incurring penalnes for hurting a houfe of fuch confe- 
qucnce, and they well Imcw Mr Gideon Johnllone would be as good 
as his word j nor could Mr John Holme, the oracle of law to the then 
Counal, afford them any confolation 1 for, after twilling and turning 
foe charter with the utmoll pettifogging Ikill, he was forced to declare, 
that he could not find any part which jullified a foicible entry This 
gaie the poor gentlemen fomc relpite but it was only in idea , for they 
were obliged to keep their doors guarded and barncadoed, to prevent the 
Adjutant from putting liis threats into execution 

In this dilemma, they fent for an attorney of foe Mayors Court, to 
inllrufl them in the methods of procuring their liberty, by an appli- 
cation to the avil power but lie very honcllly told them, that there 
wavno fuch thing as law in Calcutta, nor could tbty there hope foreiny 
redrefi j that, for his own part, liis office obliged him to take a re- 
taming fee from them j but, at the fame time, lie would take it as the 
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grcfttcfl favour, and a real mark of friendfliip, if they would not infift 
upon itj for his appearance in their caufe might tuin him in the fettle- 
ment ; and then, without leaving them time to reply, he wiflied them a 
good morning. 

In this fituation things remained till the quarter-feHions came on, when 
they determined to try their caufe before the Giand Jury, never doubting 
to find Hieltcr and protcdion under that glorious bulwark of Englifh 
liberty. Accordingly, on the firft day of the fefTions, they fent tlie fol-^ 
lowing letter to the Foreman of the Grand Juiy j* viz. 

To James Lifter, Efquire, Foreman, and tlie Members of the 

“ Grand Jury. 


Gentlemen, 

‘‘ Wc hope you will excufe the liberty we now take in addreffing you 
on a fubjed of the moft interefting nature to ourfelves, to you, and to 
“ every free-born Engliftiman who lives under die protedlion of that bleft*- 
cd conftitution ; and diat you will, as far as in your power, grant us 
that redrefs which the extraordinary circumftances of our cafe require, 
which are as follow : 

On the firft of this month wc refigned our commiftions in the Ho- 
« nourable Company’s fervice, which were accepted of by the com- 
manding officer at Mongheer, where we then were j nor have we 
received any pay fince the 30th April. Laft night, after we had 
“ been twenty days out of the fervice, the Fort Adjutant came to our 
« lodgings, and faid he had the Adling Governor’s, orders to put^ us 
in arreft, which we refufed to obey ; alledging we were riot fubjedt 
'' in any degree to military difcipline, but w^ere ready to anfwer any 
charge brought againft us according to the laws of England -—This 
morning he returned again ; and, in order to intimidate us into a 
fubmiftion to military law, faid he had the orders of the Governor 
and Council to carry us out of our lodgings with a military force^ if ^ 
we did not inftantly obey the arreft j and that if we fliut our doors, he 
** would place the centinels upon them. We returned the fame anfwer 
as before : and ever fince have been in hourly expedtation of feeing 
our lodgings befet with military guards, by which we are entirely 
prevented from going about our own affairs, and put in Tear of our 
Jives. Thus are our moft valuable privileges, as Englifhmen, fet at 
“ nought, and trampled upon s thus are we ^ kept prifoners in our own 
“ houfe, from fear of being affaulted when we go abroad , and thus is 

M z- ‘‘the- 
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Fletcher, and muft remain fo ttU Lord Chw! pkafure was known ThTt' 
they llrenuoufly denied , offenng, that, as they held no military em- 
ployment, they could in no degree be fobjea: to military law , and lefr 
him to ufe his pleafure The lame evening, the Fort Adjutant came- 
to their lodgings, and told them, he had the Governors orders to put 
them under arreft , which they refilled to -obey, for the realbns given 
by them to the Deputy Governor himfelf, and requefted him to take- 
down thar anfwers in writing, that they might not be any more trop- 
bled with his vifits Notwithllanding this he returned again, next 
morning, and inlifted on their obeying the arreft, as Officers in the 
fervice of the Eaft India Company j and on their perfifting in their firfl: 
refolution, he acquainted them, that he had the Orders of the Governor 
and Counal to take them out of their lodgmgs by force, and confine 
them in the New Fort, under a gnard j and if they Ihut their doors, he 
had orders to plant centinels before the door, and Jiorvt them into cm- 
phance and for that purpofe he had paraded a guard of thir^ men. 
Mr Gideon Johnftone, in whofe houfe this happened, overhearing the 
laft part of the threat, acquainted the Adjutant, that if he dared to 
enter his houfe, or to place centmels upon it, he would profecute him, 
and all concern^, to the utmoft extent of the law , and at the fame 
time leave the houfe to the mercy of the Ibldiere, in which there was 
the property of many private merchants, to the amount of fome lacks of 
rupees 

This ftaggered his refolution, and he departed to acquaint the ty- 
rants tnth the oppoCtion he had met j who, though they ftemed ready 
enough to faenftee every moral nc to their refenttnent, fhnddered at 
the thoughts of incurring penalties for hurong^a houfo of fuch conle- 
quence, and they well knew Mr Gideon Johnftone would be as good 
as his word , nor could Mr John Holme, the oracle of law to the then 
Couned, afford them any confolabon j for, after twilling and turnmg 
the charter with the ntmoft pettifogging fkill, he was forced to declare, 
that he could not find any part which juftified a forcible entry This 
gave the poor gentlemen fome relpite but it was only m idea } for they 
were obliged to keep their doors guarded and barncadoed, to prevent the 
Adjutant from putting his threats into execuPon 

In this dilemma, they fent for an attorney of the Mayors Court, to 
inftnifl them in the methods of procunng their liberty, by an apph- 
cauon to the avil power but he very honcftly told them, that ftierc 
was no fuch thing as law in Calcutta, nor could they there hope for any 
redreft j that, for his own part, his ofiice obliged him to take a re- 
taining fee from them , but, at the lame tunc, he would take it as the 
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greateft favour, and a real mark of friendflfip, if they would not infift 
upon it ; for bis appearance in their caufe might nan him in the fettle^ 
mcnt j and then, without leaving lliem time to reply, he wilhed them a 
good morning. 

In this htuation things remained till the quarter-feflions came on, when 
they determined to try their caufe before the Grand Jury, never doubting 
to find flaelter and protection under that glorious bulwark of Enghfh 
liberty. Accordingly, on the firft day of the feflions, they fent the fol«- 
lowing letter to the Foreman of tlie Grand Jury y viz. 

“ To James Lifter, Efquire, Foreman, and die Members of the 

“ Grand Jury. 


Gentlemen, 

We hope you will excufe the liberty we now take in addreffing you 
on a fubje<ft of the moft interefting nature to ourfelves, to you, and to 
'' every free-born Engliftiman who lives under the protection of that bleif- 
‘‘ ed conftitution j and that you will, as far as in your power, grant us 
" that redrefs which the extraordinary circumftances of our cafe require, - 
“ W'hich are as follow : 

On the firft of this month we refigned our commillions in the Ho- 
nourable Company’s fervice, which were accepted of by the com- 
manding officer at Mongheer, where we then were 5 nor have we 
received any pay fince the 30th April. Laft night, after we had 
been twenty days out of the fervice, the Fort Adjutant came to our 
lodgings, and faid he had the ACling Governor’s, orders to put us 
‘‘ in arreft, which we refufed to obey j alledging we were not fubjeCt 
in any degree to military difeipline, but were, ready to ahfwer any 
charge brought againft us according to the laws of England — This 
“ morning he returned again j and^ in order to intimidate us into a 
fubmiffion to military law, faid he had the orders of the Governor 
and Council to carry us out of our lodgings with a military force, if 
“ we did not inftantly obey the arreft j and that if we fliut our doors, he 
would place the centmels upon them. We returned the fame anfwer 
“ as before : and ever fince have been in hourly expectation of feeing 
our lodgings befet with military guards, by which we are entirely 
‘S prevented from going about our own affairs, and put in 'fear of our 
lives^ Thus are our moft valuable privileges, as Englifhmen, fet at 
‘‘ nought, and trampled upon j thus are we ^ kept prifoners in our own 
“ houfe, from fear of beine; affaulted when we go abroad , and thus is 
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On Fnday the 29th Augnft 17^6, Lca-d Chve ordered his Ai 3 -de- 
camp. Captain tJpton, to acquaint me, iJiat he cxpefted I would go on 
hoard the flup Lord Camden, Captain Smith, on the Monday next, as 
the Captam went on board that dayj and that Mr Kellall the Com- 
miffiii y General had orders to provide me -with boati As I had before 
heard Colonel Barker declare, m prcfcncc of fcvcral officers, that Lord 
Clive would facnfice himfelf, famdy, and fortune, and even the whole 
fettlement, rather than give up his pomt, I now plainly perceived it 
was impoffible to foften his mhuman heart to icompaffion, but that I 
fhould (hortly be tom from my family, fortune, and every thing dear 
to me All that I could do on this occalion, in the fettlement of Cal- 
-cutta, was to caufe the notary pubhe, Mr John Holme, to draw up 
two protells againft Lord Clive, the Couocd, and Captain Nathaniel 
Smith of The Lord Camdeni which was accordingly done, and one of 
them I prefented to the Governor and Council, and the other to Cap- 
tain Smith 1 

On the morning of the 3d September Captam Upton calnc to 

tnyhoufe, and iniormcd me that Lord Chve had fent him to me, to 
defire I would not repel force by force, as he intended that afternoon 
to fend an officer with a party offeapoys to force me on board The Lord 
Camden j and that his Lordtbip farther deCred him to acquaint me, 
that he would give me all the law on my fide that I could require, as 
he was fully determined U ir^ai mto pty bouft, either at the doors or 
■Windows I defired Captain Uptonto prefent my refpcfls to Lord Chve, 
and acquaint him that I was rcfolved not to go on board any ffiip by 
confent, tnd that his Lordfliip might ufc what force he plcafcd, as i 
would fooner lofe my life than be ftparated from mj wife, family, -and 
fortune in fuch a cruel and unlawful manner 

Accordingly the next morning, being the 4th September 1766, En- 
'fign Peter Angcrfteen entered and furrounded my houfc with a feqeant 
and tuelic or fourteen fcapoys, in order to feize my per/bn j but on 
m) perceiving the guard enter the door of the fore-part of my houfc, I, 
being then in the hall, ffiut the doors of the rooms againft them, cr- 
pcGing the guard would break them open, as Captain Upton had before 
ctijuaintcd mchisLordftiip s intentions were. But Enfign Angerftcen, 
finding I had ftiut the inner doors of my houfc, immediately planted 
fix ccntincls at the doors and windows, and gave ftnift orders to the 
guard , nst to fupr -tuber nauals or -Jrmk to ie odmttled to me, nor 
ary fer/on or ferjons to berie any communication -jntb me My wife at 
this time, being in an adjacent room of (he houfc, was not permitted 
to come into tlic apartment 1 v -as in, nor even fuffered to talk to me 

ih rough 



appendix. 1O3 

fhfouglithe bars of the windows. Upon my afking Enfign Angerfteenj 
tby what authority he adted fo imprudently and unlawfully ^ he told me 
it vwas by Lord Clive’s pofitive order, which he had, ligned and fealed 
^ by his lx)rdfliip’s own hand. At my requeft, he read part of the order 
to me, {landing at a diftance from the window, purporting, that he, 
Angerfleen, was to take a guard, and fecure the perfons of Captain 
' Vernon Duffield and EnfigS Francis Robertfon, not to fuffer any 
perfon or perfons whatfoever to go in or to come out, or allow pro- 
“ vifions, liquors, or fupplies ^of any kind to be conveyed to them, 
without his Lordlhip’s ex-prefs orders: and that he might try to get 
in at the windows, or by any other fine/Te, to -fecure their perfons.” 
When Enlign Angerfleen had read ihus much of his -orders, he put 
.them in his pocket. I begged he would read the whole to me : but he 
-refufed doing it, and went away, leaving the guards Rationed as be- 
fore- mentioned. Dinner being ready, my wife and fome of my fervants 
-ajrproached to give me fome vuSluals through the bars of the windows^ 
^upon which the centinels,pu{lied them away with great infolence, and 
abufed them to the highefl degree. About this time a Jammadar, or 
fblack officer of feapoys, entered a room joining tomiy houfe, where my 
wife and part of my family were fitting, and with the greatefl affurance 
infifled on fitting down clofe to her. I immediately fpoke to him in 
•his own language, telling him, that was my wife and family, and de- 
fired him to go out of' my houfe ; upon which he abufed me b^ond 
-expreffion. , , , 

in this fituation, I wrote to the Mayok and ALDEimE-NDF Cax- 
CUTTA, as alfo to Randolph Marriott and Hugh'WatVs, Efquires, 
ffiis Majefly’s juflices of the peace, acquainting them with my fituation, 
and informing them, that not being a military man, neither having 
-committed robbery, treafon, murder, nor any other crime or mifde- 
meanor, J apj3lied to them, as to the civil power of that city, “hoping 
for their protedlion. On the, 5th September 1766, I -received a letter 
-from Mr. John Holme, Regifler of the Mayor’s Court, acquainting me, 
'that he was- ordered by the court to inform me, that my affair did not 
'Come v/ithm their cognizance or jurifdidlion : and the fame day I re- 
rceiyed ananfwer from Mr. Watts, that he was Jlck-. ‘ But having re- 
'Xewed no anlwer from Mr. Marriott, I wrote to him again on the* faid ' 
5th September, informing him, that my condition was then fuch, 'that ’ 
JwasJtarvi7igya7id'hadnots£ven bee7i allowed to go to the neceJJ ary -houfe' 
^uriTig my cmjinement , Jn'anfwer, I received a letter from Mr. Ma' 51- 
yoTT, the fame day^ acquainting me, .that Joe had received my lef- 
^ Jer and had wmfe^ in exfeSlatim my Jervant wmild have returned th£ 

** next - 



A IPCPTE « 

“ next morning far bis nfi/wer Bilt irforimng 'mt furibar, ibat tf 1 
-would naan fltnfe to appfi to, Claud ’RufeUi Efqture^ -who -was ibe fre^ 

'■ font aStng jfhcc^of tbi peticf, he dared- to fay, I JhoUld be granted a 
"cml officer to condu3.ime to bim;im-ordir to lay my grievances If ore 
'• him" Such cxcofcs and dtlays couId''adminiftcr bat linall xOmfort 
to a man m my circum(lanccs ; however having n 6 other prolpedt, on 
this informationi I, wrote to Mi: Gkud Ruffell, on the kid 5 th September, 
to whichirccciviog^no- anfwerj I vsrotc'to him again oh the 6 th, when gt 
Igft he fought proper to iVntc me adetter, informing, me that, as 
" fon- as be could have tbf opinion of the Bench- of Jufltces upon ibe fubyeB 
<> of my complaint, ,be vxnda return me an unfwer ” Not hearing any thing 
farther, on the 8 th September I wrote again to Mf Ruflell, acquainting him 
of, the continuance of my diftrefi, with aggravation, for tfat the night 
before, n^^ocindirws, -were ordered tobejbutup tO pheveiit both ligbi and otr 
from coming to, me and,iimpatient fbrrchcf, on the fame day I wrote, for 
the fame purpofe, to the other Juibcea William Bnghtu ell Sutaner, Harry 
Vcrclft, Charles Ffloycr, Thomas KcUall, and William Aldcrfey, Efquires, 
all then reGdent within thi town lof Calcutta Sbme time afler which, T 
at laft received a letter from Mr Rnllell, informing me, “ that the mem- 
•t hers f the board being Jijperfed in tbe country ^ a- Jull beach could not be 
“ effiembled till that morritngi bnng'the Stb Sept^er 1766 , or be Jhculd have 
“ relumed an anfuier to my letter fooners and that Mr Grofe, tbeir clerk, 
« -wbem they bad deputed to watt on me, naeuld ac^juaint- me •mtb tbe refult 
“ of their meeting Accordingly that evening Mr Grofe came to me, 
and informed me, by word f rrmtb, through the bars of my window, 
“ that tbe Bench of JuJlices bad laid my letters before Lord Clive, andafked 
" bis reajons Jor placing tbe guards on me sn tbe manner 1 bad related tn my 
** letters, and that ^ bis Lordjbtp bad anjweredj that be bad not ordered the 
“ guards-to confine me to my room, but, on'tbe contrary, bad given them 
•• orders to let\ me go about -001x00 1 -would, that I was at liberty to go to 
" any part of Calcutta \ and ibat tbe reefon f the gtcards being placed over 
■' me, bis Lordjbtp find, n/as for not obeying tbe orders of tbe Governor and 
•• Ccwial in going on beard Lbe Lord Camden Farther, that the Bench 
" tf Jafitces thought ibe letters I bad laid before them -Were groundlefs, 
"_and tby Jlmld take no farther notice of tb-ms but that f I -would' 
•• agreeably to tbe orders cj tie Governor and Council, proceed on board 
" 7be Lord Camden, 1 might CApeS all tbe nvibty and good treatment J 
" could wtjb for 

Thcfc minutes reported from the Bench of JuGices, I took down m 
wnting before Mr Grofe, and the next day I addrefled them ogam, 
cxfottulating on thar meOage, diGipprovmg certain allegauons, and ac- 
quainting 
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qualntln'y them, that as a Britifli fubje( 5 l much oppiefled, I applied to 
them as\is Majefty’s Juftices, requefting they would examine Enfign An- 
geiftecn, Scijeant Haliell, and the havildar of the guard, upon oath, 
concerning the orders by which they aifted •, but that as for "going on 
boaid The Lord Camden, I had aheady acquainted the Governor. and 
Council that I could not comply with fuch orders. 

The Bench did not fliew the lead inclination to comply with my re- 
.qucuj relpedlmg the- examination j fo, on the loth September 1766,^ 
wrote again fcpaiatcly to Willianr Bright well Sumner, Harry Verclft, 'Ran- 
dolph Marriott, Claud Ruffell, Thomas Kelfall, Charles Flloyer, and 
.William Alderley, Efquires, his Majefty^s Jufticcs, acquainting them, that 
J waiited'to fwear the peace againft Enfign Angcrdeen ; and as I was pre- 
vented fiom waiting upon them, by my being confined, I fhould be glad 
to fee any one of them at my houfe, to take my depofition. ' None of 
- thefe gentlemen, however, thought proper to come to my houfe, or 
even anfwer my letter, except the cautious Mr. Ruflell, who wrote to 
me on the iith September 1766, ihai in cafe my dcfirc of fvearing the 
peace agatnfl En/ign Anget Jlcen af^ofe ftom any caufe that had no connexion 
•with I be fubjeSi of my former letters be would be glad to fee me at bis boufe, 
and if necejfary jor that purpofe, be would fend a conflable jor my protcc-^ 
non. But tn cafe if bad to do with myjormcr letters^ he had ho au- 
thority. 

The fame day I received a letter from Mr. Grofe, acquainting me, 
lihat be was dif cSied by the Bencbofjufltces, who had ajjembkd on iheje- 
-^eral applications I bad made to ibetn^ both jeparatcly and jointly^ to inform 
me, that on enquiry into the caufe of my complaints, they did not appear to^be 
cognizable > by any civil authority there, being against the President 
and'CouNCiL~. After this final anfwer from the Bench of Juflices, dt 
.plainly appeared impoflible to obtain any redrefs in Bengal .againfi; fuchil- 
degal and arbitrary proceedings, becaufe thofe gentlemen as fworh Juf- 
tices of the peace would not condemn one another for what they tranladted 
as counfellors. 

Having been ten days and nights clofe confined in my houfe, in want 
of common neceflaries, and even day-light, overcome with the heat df 
’-the weather and theTmell of my room, which was now become extreme- 
Ty difagreeable, in this fituation, I had been attacked with a difeafe' 

t 

The Prefident and Council aft by the authority of the Company, or the Court of Di- 
rectors, nnd theMagiftratcs by the anthority of the laws, and for the Sovereign. Thus the 
authority of the deputies of the EaJft India Company is, in Bengal,' held to be fupefior to that. 
- or ’ihc iovereign and the laws. . 
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■which often proves mortd m that country, and was in fad at tfic poiii 
of death, when I dctemiined to have my doors opened, and to fnr- 
■render myfclf pnfoner to Lord CITvc and me Conned But before I exe- 
cuted thn rcfolution, thatis, on the 1 3tb September iy66,l wrote a letter 
to Lord Clive with an account of my fituation, to fee what he would 
fay, to which he immediately returned me for anfwer, that I mas no 
fir anger to the reafim of the guard of feapoys bemg fofied near nr/ boufe^ 
but that I certainly knem they were not pofied there to confine me to the 
bovfe, hut that I might come out whenever I thought proper After this 
I had my doors opened, and, with the affiftance of Mr Gowin, made a 
fbift that night to crawl to the honfe of Mr James, a near neighbour 
1 was followed clofe by fix feapoys, with bayonets fixed on their mu^ 
kets, while the remainder of the guard that flayed at my houfe, polled 
double centinels atThe doors of me room where I had been confined, 
and would not fuffer my wife, or anyone, to enter therein I flayed 
and flipped at Mr James’s, in company with Meff Stanford, Maddox, 
Broadbent, and Dr Savage, who were eye-witncffe of the above After 
flipper Enfign Aneerfleen came to Mr James s, and notwithflanding I 
had fliewed him the fetter I had receivwl from Lord Clive, conduifled 
me, with tlie guard that was with me, back to my own houfe, where I 
was fljll guarded as a pnfoner, but with lels rigour than btdbre On 
the i+th September 1766, in the morning, I was earned out m my 
paknqueen in fcompany with Mr Bntain, in order to enter a proteft 
apinft Lord Chve and the Bench of Juftices, but was followed through 
the ftreets by two of the feapoys with drawn bayonets and notwith- 
ftandtngall the pretences and alTurances of Lord Chve, that I was at 
liberty, I was on a fudden furrounded by a new guard of twelve lea- 
poys, who in a mofl contemptuous manner made me their prifoncr, and 
ftreed me back to my own houfe, m the profcnce of Mcfl" Britain, 
Holme, and Randall, Lieutenant Edmiofon, ihc Rev Mr Kiemandcr, 
and Mrs Carewoodi where I remained a pnfoner, with double centinels 
oiwmc, but with hbcrtj, howcier, to go from one room tothcothcr 
On the evening of the 17th September 1766, the guard made an 
attmpt to fciac my perfon m the hall, but upon my retreating into my 
b^^hamber, they did not choofc to follow me, as I fuppofe, for fear 
of fire-arms This bebawour gave me great fufpicion, tliat Lord Cln e 
bad given particular orders concerning me, to be executed that nighn 
which was \cnficd b) the event j form the dead of the maht for rather 

Ih^of',’?" between the hours of two a«d 

,1 Angctflccn came with Serjeant Snider and 

part of the guard, and entered the room where I wi with my wife. 

and 
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and immediately feizing me By my right arm, tore me in a moft bar- 
barous and cruel manner from .her, notwjthftanding, in that inftant, ^ 
-file fell to the ground in a fit. • I was dragged tbrougb the Hfeets of Cal- ' 
cptta to tlie river fide, and put into a bu^lgcrow, whcie 1 remained ‘ 
with centinels at the cabin door from three in the morning till four ' 
that afternoon, when Enfign Angerfteen came to fee me in the cabin. ’ 
I.afked him, what was to be done with me ? and be informed me. Lord ^ 
Clive had given oideis, -that I fliould be fent down ‘the river, and put 
on board a floop, the Captain of which had orders to proceed with me 

to Madrafs. . ^ 

About 'this time my wife came down in bei palanqneen to fee me, 
though extremly weak after hei late mifearnage. She faid flie was de- 
termined to fiiare my fate in going with me, 'rather than be thus fepa- 
rated from me by Lord ChveT after between eight and nine yeais mar-' 
riage. Accordingly I confeiited to take her with me, and leave my 
attornies to fettle my affairs: but upon this, Enfign Angerflcen imme- 
diately ordered the boat to be puflied off, and again, in a moft bar- 
barous manner, forced iis from each other; ;which fo affedled my wife, 
that I did not expedt flie ’would furvive it. , ^ - 

. The boat immediately put off, under the command of Serjeant Snider 
with the guard, Enfign Angerfleen remaining behind. ^ There was a 
gentleman, named' Mr.' Francis Rbbertfon, late an officer in the army, 
who had.alfo in the fame manner been confined to his houfe, under 
jcharge of a party of Angerfleen ’s feapoys, and who was brought on board 
the boat with me. In our paffage down the river he fliewed me a copy 
of Lord Clive’s orders, which he had procured front Enfign Angerfleen, - 
and which was taken from the original, on the i8th September 1776, in 
prefence of Mr. Patrick Duff and Mr. James Home, as follows.*" I- 

■ ^ To Enfign Angerfleen.’ ' . - 

“SIR’ - - ^ • ' ' - / - 

You are to, take a guard and fecuie the perfons of Captain Vernon ^ 
Duffield and Enfign.Francis RoBertfon; and when fecured, you are 
to embark them in budgerows, or boats provided for that purpofe, 

“ and convey them by .water on board the Lord .Camden, delivering 
‘‘ them to the charge of Captain Smith. In cafe you meet with refift- 
ance of fire-arms, fwOrds, .or any.bther weapons that may endanger 
•“ the lofs of your own life, or the lives of any of your party, you are 
to defift-from the attempt, contenting yourfelf with'placing guards in 
fuch a manner, that theycannot poffibly efcap.e. Nor are you-toXuffer^ 

^ “ amt 
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“ any pcribn or peribns.wbatfoever to go, in or coibe-ont,' or allo\^pro-^ 

*> vifions, or ITquors, or, any other fupplies nf any kind to be convcyada 
«< to them, without my exprcft orders youiarcJikewiIc to endeavour' 
“ to prevail upon the laid two officers to furrender thcmfelves quietly, 

<• and if that has no effea, you may 'try, by getung m at the windovt , 
or by any other finefle, to fpcure their perfons, but'upon no accounti 
“ by force or violence to breakropeni any .lock If) the door be notl 
“ locked, you may in that cafe open ir, and feize thefaid two officers,^ 

“ FortWilham, the 4th Sept 1766 

(LS) (Signed) “-CLIVE* 

On the ipth Septenlber lyddjim the afternoon/ we airivedi along? 
fide the Hoop, neartingellee, and upon, refilling to- go voluntarily on- 
board, were forced up the fide by beijeant Snider and his guard," in-i 
prelcnce ofMr Bnggs and Mr Inglis, I told -Bngp.c who commanded" 
the Hoop, that fince,he had fufferSl me to be putforcibly on board, Ii 
fhould look.uppn myfelftas hiSjpnfonet, ahd upom him as ranfwerableJ 
for the confequences hcreaftec He anfweredp he couldmot help iti, 
that he had received orders frbm diei Governor and Council for that 
purpofe, 

Mr Bnggs fet lail for Madrafs , and after we had been afew days att 
fca, he ftiewed me jthe order he had -received from thei Governor and 
Council of Calcutta, which -was as follows 

“ To Captaio-Wilham Bnggs of the Ann Sloop, > 


“SIR, 

“ You are hereby ordered to receive on board j-our Hoop, Captaui 
“ Lieutenant Vernon Dufficld and EnCgn Franns Robcrtwn> wbom- 
<< you are to carry to Madrafs, and dehver them to the orders of the 
“ rrefldent and Council there, 

“ Dated in Fort William the 15th Sept 1766 

“ By order of the Right Hon the Prefident and Cbunol" 

** AVILUAM ALDBRSEY, Iccrctary- **" 

After a very diCigreeable piffiigc of twenty-four days, in wluch the 
Hoop once was run alhore and in imminent danger, on- the 1 ath‘ Ofto- 

ber. 
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bcr, -at , night, we airivcd fafe at/Madiafs ; .and'p'n the r 3 'th‘'w^i'e Ifikcii 
,5(1101 B by-Gapt. Briggs, in order ^'to be dfc'liveied'over to the Governor 
and Coiuicil, to, whom we were configned, for fui'ther imprisonment and 
tr-anSportation. Capt. Bnggs 2 db fus at a public houfc, in ofder‘to.go 
and 'ieceive Go\'^ernor Palk’s commands : and in the dfteinoPn, between 
-two and three olclock, a fcrjeant came to us, and iriformdd us, tliat 
>Capt.' Frafier defired ;wc would come into the Fort immediately ^ and 
on j.*efufal he had orders fiom the Covcinor to fend a guard and brin^ 
usini by force. We defired thePcrjeant to acquaint Capt. Fr'afidr, that 
he might do as he thouglit proper, as he had received fuch orders from 
the Governor, but that as^we were prifoners of Mn Briggs's, We could 
not think by any means of fetting ourfelves at liberty, arid 'fhould 
therefore wait his return. The ferjeant went to Capt. Frafier, but 
finding him afieep, went'to Colonel Tod, who ordered tlie ferjeant to 
take a guard, and bring us prifoners into the Fort^ and in lefs than an 
hour the ferjeant returned with a guard of feapoys, and carried us 
into the Fort, to Capt- Frafier’s houfe, who by this time was getting 
up. ‘He informed us, that Governor Palk had given orders for us to 
be immediately fent on board the Speaker, Capt. , Dewar,, which was to 
fail that evening Jor Bombay'^, and in cafe of our refufal, he had orders 
to fbr-ee -us pn hoard with proper guard. 

We acquainted Capt. Frafier that this treatriiOnt was very inhumane, 
and quite unexpedledj that we had been forced Trom Bengal in a 
moft cruel manner, unprepared for a voyage to Europej that our lin- 
nen was dirty, and we had ^counts to fettle, fo that we 'c 6 uld not poF 
fibly go on board that evening. ^ We therefore begged he would ac- 
quaint Governor Palk of our fituation, and requeft he would allow us 
mly twenty-four hours to equip ourfelves as well as we could, and grant 
us permiffion to wait ppon him. .Capt. Fiafier heitig ill of the gout 
^ ordered .Lieutenant Spratt, , the. town- major, to Acquaint 'Goveinoi- 
•Palk ^of. our .fituation, and our requeft .of feeing him. Aecordirigly 
Lieutenant Spratt waited on the Governor, aud brought ms^ for anfwer 
that he-would not fee us, but .infifted on our being fent bn board the 
bpaker immejmtely We then requeftbd we -might have the perriiifiion 
of feeing Colonel Tod, which Capt. Frafier granted, and fent Lieut, 
bpratt to guard us. When we faw Colonel Tod, we acquainted him 

rhc'Malft’bar coa'ft on' theit way tO’Ehffland And ftfhnap m rt- thence down 

^ * Wltll 
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with our /ituation, and begged he would inform Governor Pall, of oor 
' diftrefs, for want of a few hours time on ihore to prepare for the 
TO3rage but he refilled, faying, the afiir did not concern him. ^ 
Lieut Spratt therefore conduced us to the lea-fidc with a guard, forced 
us mto a boat, and from thence into the Ihip Speaker When we 
were embark^, and law Gapt Dewarj weialked him if he had rd- 
ceived any orders from the Governor and Council of Madrafs to receu e 
us on board his Ihip ? He repbed. Lie had received orders from them 
to receive us on board, as charter-party pafTcngers, which he would 
do After we had been fome days -?t fea , ' Capt ' Dewar IheWed us the 
orders he had received fiom the laid Governor and Council, whichi 
were as follow, , i i 

. 1 ^ ' 

“ To C^tain James Demr, nf thefhip, Speaker., ' 

'■ SIR, , J 


“ You ire hereby ordered t6 receive on board your Jhlp, as charter— 
■“ party paffengers for England^ Captsun LieuL Vernon Dnffield, andi 
“ Enlign Franas Robertfoa ^ ^ ^ , 

" ^ ' ' ' «■ h”m GOODLAD; fecretary.”i 

" Fort St George, the 13th Ocj‘ 

“ tober 1766 " , - ' ' 


" To Captain James Dcjvar, of ffle flop Sjrakef 
SIR," 


J J 

11 I 1 

r ) ' 


[ I 

I 3 


“lam further ordered to acquaint you, that thc-laid Captain Lreuft- 
" Vernon Duffield and Enfign Francis 'Robertfon are not to be per- 
“ mitted to go on Ihore at Bombay, witliout the particular 'orders of 
“ the Prefident and Council there ‘ 

•< H- Mv GOODLAD, fecrenty 

“ Fort St Gcoigc, the i3thOc- 
“ tober 1 766 


After our arrival at Bombay, we avnitc to Capt Dewar for Icaic to 
goon fhorc, who fent his purfer, Mr John Dam, to inform us, thar 
he could not gwe us leave, butadvifcd ut to apply to the Governor and 
Council there Whereupon avc wrote to them, requcfting pcrmiflion 

4 to 
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o come on (Iiore for our healths, on our paroles, to return on board 

the Speaker when file was ready to fail. 

In anfwer to our letter, we received one from Mr. Ramfey,^ fecretary 
to the Governor and Council, informing us, that he was diredled by 
their order to acquaint us, that they had no objecSlion to our lefiding 
upon Butcher’s Island during the Speaker’s continuance at Bombay, 
provided we would enter into a bond of 500I* each, to repair volun- 
tarily on board again, when required, giving proper fecurity for the 
fame. We could not help thinking thcfe conditions impofed on us very 
harfli and inhuman, for Butcher’s Ifland, in the hai hour of Bombay, 
is’ a place commanded ‘by a non-commiflione'd oiHcer’s guard, which 
we were informed was only ufed for the confinement of felons and 
other prifoners, and for the keeping of the Goveinor’s live-flock: and 
with refpedl.to the fecurity-bond, it was out of our power to give any 
fuch fecurity, being entire flrangers to every body in Bombay. 

We therefore expoflulatcd with the Governor and Council upon the 
unreafonablenefs of thefe projDofd;ls ; and after farther deliberation, they 
ordered Mr. Secretary Ramfey, on the* 17th December 1766, to, ac- 
quaint us, that in confideratioh of our circumflances they would' con- 
fent to our coming on fliore at Bombay, provided we would execute 
the parole which wasdnclofed to us: but they acquainted us, that-thb 
board could not but remark, in juflice to thenlfelves, that 'their propo- 
fal for our refiding on Butcher’s Ifland was no way unreafonable, as it 
was allowed to be a, very healthy, and pleafant place^ where people 'had 
frequently gonbfor the benefit of their healths. We therefore each o£ 
us e^^ecuted and returned tlie paroles which were fent us, as follows., 
.... - . - 
; ‘7 I the under-written Vernon DufHeld, now charter-pai ty paffenger- 
on_ board the Honourable Eafl. India Company’s flnp Speaker,- or- 
V. dered to England by the Prefidentand Council of Madrafs, do here- 
by give my parole of honour to the Prefident and Council of Bombay, 
that if they will admit of my going on fbore therefor refrefhme’nt; 

“ I will, during my refidence on the fame ifland,* condudt myfelf in 
every refpedl ia a becoming .manner, as a^^gentleman, and volunta- 
Tily return on board the faid fliip without hefitation, whenever I may. 
be required, for proceeding on, hereto Great Biitain. Dated on!, 
board, the fhipj Speaker, the loth December 1766.” , ' 

After this, Capt. Dewar fent an order to the commanding officer on*, 
board to permit us^toigo on fliore^ Which we accordingly did on the. 

. faidi 


V 
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laid j8th ofiDcccmber, on the 23d-'Januai7 1767, -we received 'the 
following order, va 

" ToMeflh Vernon Duffield and'FrancisRobertfon 
“ Gentlemen, 

** Inm directed by the-fjonourablc the 'Prefident and Council to ac- 
quaint you, that their dilpatchea for the Speaker will be Cgned on 
“ Monday Morning, the 26th inftant, and to require you to repair on 
** board ncr accordingly, agreeably to the parole you executed upon 
“ coming on fliore. 

I ^m, Gentlemen, 

" Your moll: obedient fervant, 

(Signed) “ ANDREW RAMSEY, fecretaiy ’ 

*' Bombay Cfillle, 23d January 1771 ” 

We accordingly repaired on board the Speaker, where having only 
the accotnmodatipn of -charter-party paffengers, with Icaroe room tb hang 
our batiTraocks, I was obhgea to purchaie the ufe of the boatfwnm’s 
eabm, for ejght pounds , dnd having been informed at Bombay, that 
Governor Crommelin, who went {Wenger from Bombay alfo in this 
Blip, would not allow of our eating at table with him, nve were under 
the neceffity of agreemg with the under-mates to mefs with them 
We left Bombay, and proceeded down the Malabar coaft to Telli- 
cherrj, where Mr Robertfon, diflatisfied with his lituation in the 
Speaker, left us, upon giving Capt. Dewar his parole of honour to 
proceed to Europe in a PrenA £hip JErom Tellicheny we proceeded 
to Anjengo, which was the lad port in India that we were to touch at 
Juft before we failed from the Malabar coaft, Capt Dewar informed me, 
that Governor Crommelin had deCred him to acquaint me, that he had 
now no objetftions to my eating at bis table, by which I nndciftood the 
reafon of his objcftipg heforc to have been for fear of difobliging Lord 
Clive At therefore 1 was not at all pleated with my lituation, I pur- 
chafed tlic privilege of the Captain s table for one hundred’ pounds 
ftcrhng We proceeded to St Helena, which we again left on the — 
May 1767, and fet foil for England 

(Signed) VER?JONDUFFIELD 
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Tims fHr proceeds the orlgiiiJll iiariative of Mr. DuffieldJ After his 
aiTival ill England, thus ruined, an<a low in finances, he found liimfelf ' 
unable to prolecute his oppreflTors with effe£l, or evfeii with any prolpedt ^ 
of fatisfadion, in any degree adequate. He theiefoic thought it heft to ' 
go back to Bengal in the heft manner piadlicable, to fave as mlich as- 
he could of his dllperfed foitune, before it was too late; and for that 
purppfe, we aie infoimed, pioceeded in a foieign fiiip to a foreign 
fettlement ; where, wliatever othei* difadvantages he may labour under, 
he will certainly be allowed the exercile’ of his own induftry, and to 
live, unmolefled, to piofecute any mercantile or other profeflion, or 
trade; advantages* which, to the fliame of this nation he it Ipoken, he 
COULD NOT, AS A British subject, expect to enjoy in a Bri- 
tish Settlement. 
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A Narrative of the Cafes of Mr. James Nicol and Mr. Thomas ' 
Davie of Bengal, abridged from their own original Narratives. 

Mr. James Nicol, formerly an officer, in the fervice of the Eafi: India' 
Company, refigned that fervice by permiffion of his fuperiors> who ac- 
cepted his refignation forae time in May 1766. 

He refided^ afterwards in different parts of Bengal, aS a private mer- 
chant; and in December 1766, went into the country^ of the' Nabob 
'Sujah al Dowlah, to fettle there as a merchant, recover his debts, and 
fettle his affairs then depending there; having hrfi: received the ' parti- 
cular permifiion of that Prince, who had contradled a frieiidfhip fbi him- 
during his military fervice. 

On the 27thpecember 1766, Colonel Richard Smith being arrived at' 
Banras, a city in the dominions of that Nabob, 600 miles from Calcutta, 
where Mr. Nicol then was, he’ fentMr. Nicol a peremptory order' by 
one Lieutenant Delafield to leave Banaras in twenty- four hburS, on 
which Mr. Nicol wrote the following letter. 

To Colonel Richard Smith. 

S I R, 

I am informed by Mr. Delafield, that it is your intention I fhaili' 
not remain in this City. I beg leave, Sir, to reprefent 'to you, 'thaf ^ 
^ the reafbn of my coming up the country is to colledt in feme money j 
7 " - > whicl^ 


a-:p:pce 

“ which J IraVe ont at'mtcrcfl:, and winch mthbut my pfdence well 
not be paid It .will he a great detnment to me, if I am prevented <- 
■“ from lb doing, and veiy likely pfove theUofs of a great part < I'^per-tf 
“c fuade myfcif, Sir, at is notiyour intention to prejudice me in theu 
“ fmall fortune I have got during leVen years abode in India and that 
“ you will not obftruft me in profecution of my plan, of which"! 
■“,ia\e General Camacj tacit approbation! I have the hbnoUr to be,| 

S I -R, ' ' 

' *' Your moft obedient — ' " 

•“ and moll humble fervant, 

■" Rantiras, flic 27tbDec 1766 (Signed) JAMES YJICOL.'*’ 

•On receipt of this, the Colonel was graciouny pleafed to indulge Mr 
■Nicol uuth a longer time, and fent Captain Gabntl Harper to acquaint 
him, he might flay forty cighthours longer! but if he did not then go, 
force aftenvards would he uled ^ - 

Mr'NicOl accordingly quitted BanSras, and went upon his bufinej'o 
Into otherparti of the country bclongingto Sujah al Dowlah , and parf 
tiailarly to I^ahad, where the Nabob refided, having repeatedly s€- 
cyivcd jicrtmlnon, in letters from tliat Prmce, to ftttle there as n- 
merchant X- , n a 

After bcingfomeanorithsfetiled there, upon finding that Sir Robeat 
Barker had received -orders from Calcutta to Icize and fend him down, a? 
blr^Nicol waited ujroB the Nabob at his palace at FyfabSd, who thcreh 
flicwcd him a letter irom Goicmor Vcrclfl, informing the Nabob,' that 
Mr Nicol being no fervant of the Company s, muft be lent horpe to 
England, 'therefore definng the NabSB would permit the Company s ) 
troops to take him pnfoner - , i 1 

It IS impoffiblc to defenbe the -uneafinefs which this demand gave fhe'^ 
Nabob, who obferved to Mr Nicol,„“ that jt made him appear'' fmall 
and contemptible in the e>cs of hla fubjedlt *, and fervedto weaken j 
their allegiance ” Applications however continued to be made with 

the 

• Soch ewreme pcrfcmitoa of peoplen-ho btd been (tollly of ao red crime, but who bad 
ptrlupi afled fomcwhai nfli'r moIlbecooCdcrtd by Imparrid men, « 3 dlTgrace evto tqjmin 

hood.iiwtUii lofortTommi ThercUa rtriprooIcoarcolcBcelD «ncoodltion7for femcej 

laJdl rmilawill luicrallj- hire ■ ,c(fud for thorowo. TJiecoodiiloin were (irftaltercddn 
IV Me of ibt Componj- and for ihetr parueularcooreoletlct which Ihoold hi cobfidcred as Iho 
fwn iTffamVJoof ihcmntual lie 'nieoffioetJ wio were niE«sedfornonipolued time, were 
iJ-iheComfaoriDrilaJtefioscoBifiitoai, ccildaljr left at their ChtrlJ to dclermloc whwher 

^ thtif 
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<rreate{I importunity to tlie Nsbob $ and at lal!^) without his con.* 
^fent f, Captain Hill feiit two paities of feapoys to furround a gentleman S' 
houfe, in which. Mr. Nicol refided. Mr. Nicol, who knew fuch pro- 
ceedings gave the Nabob great uneafinefs, and fbrefaw they might oc— 
cafion ili ulage to himfelf, fent to inform the Nabob, that he was re- 
folved to go immediately to Sir Robert Barker, who commanded the 
brigade; then at Illahabad. The Nabob, as a proof of his confent to 
Mr. Nicol’s refiding at Fyfabad, and in order, if poffible, to wipe off 
die ftain which this proceeding had thrown on his government in tho 
eyes of his fubjedts, immediately refolved to go himfelf to illahabad, and 
endeavour to obtain leave from Sir Robert Barker for Mi. Nicol to re- 
main in the dominions he appears to govern r and he accordingly very 
publicly accompanied Mr. Nicol to Illahabad,, which, is about ninety 
miles from his oivn court. ' ^ ^ - 

The Nabob failed in his application; and Sir Robert Barker ac^ 
quainted Mr. Nicol, that having received an order from>the Governorr 
and Council of Calcutta for tliat purpofe, he Ihouid' lend him dowm 
thither within three days under a guard. 

Upon- this the Nabob wrote a letter, dated' the 1-2 th March 1767, to* 
Governor Verelft, from which the following is an extradt: The affair 

of Captain Nicol is this 1 When he was ftatloned with me,” (in his- 
milltary capacity) I entertamed an attachment to him, and was well'. 
*** fatisfied' with his behaviour. General Carnac alfo recommended him^ 
in the flrongefl^manner to me. He came to Gofrockpore to colledb 
" money which, he had lent to Fazel Ally Khawn ; from thence he 
^ -came to fee me, and requefted a perwanah for carrying on trade. Out. 
^ of legard to General Carnac’s recommendation, and the friend- 
^ fhip I formerly bore him, I iffued an Order permitting him. to trade,. 

aud.J appointed a- houfe for his refidence: at which time 1 received 
<< letters from you and' Colonel Sir Robert Barker, acquainting me 
Mr., Nicol is no fervant of the Companj’^s,. nor have any orders, beeiiv 

they would; -or not, accept of the new ones If they reCgned their commlffions,- they violated: 
no law, either of the land, honour, orjuftiCe; nor were they guilty of ingratitude tothofetVho. 
had firlVleffened their emoluments ; and they were befides, in their fituation, theiirfl: injured and ' 
moft fufFering party , theiefo^e the perfecutmg^of them for what they had a. right to do, was ai 
praftlce of great cruelty 5 malice, and bafenefsj and whatWasjuftlydefcrvingofgeneralabhopfcDce* 
fit IS excelliyely -impolitic fo to afVas to let a mafk of policy be feen through^ aridefpecIalIy^‘ 
when the dCing it proves difguftful to a needful tool; for. When the Conipany''make their. own 
farce appear defpicable, it will no longer ferve their turn, either at home or>in Alia But with' 
regard to the Nabob, they fliould have the wifdom to confider, that the very exercife Of mock 
authority is fufficiently mortifiying, efpecially in countries that arecharaftenflically proud. They, 
ibould be aware of linking the fenfe of mfultcd greainefs, with the. feelings of opprefled 'induftry. 

B ‘‘‘receivad’ 
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“ received from them for his fraying m Hindoftan. and that you fliould 
« fend him to Europe ’ 

“ As there IS nooifierence between us, and I never can deviate from 
« your order, but wifli to -ohey the Company m preference to auv 
Chiefs whatever, I went to -Colonel Barker at JUahabad, carrying 
Captain Nicol with me, whom 1 gave up to Colonel Barker, and he 
“ IS now on his way to you Out of r^ard to our frieiidfliip, it is 
“ proper that, for my fansfeSion, you fo&r this gentleman to remain 
•' two or three years m Calcutta, and grant him a licence for carrying 
" on trade, diat by means thereof he may acquire Ibmc money, when 
“ he will go to Europe. And witliout doubt, out of the ftndt friend- 
“ fliip between you and me, you will ad accordingly as I hai’e written, 
“ and keep him in Calcutta, becauie I am highly pleafed with the good 
“ fervicc of this gentleman, and in doing this you will likcwile give 
“ fatisfiiftion -toCcnetal Camac" i ‘ 

Accordingly, on the i^th March 1767, Colonel Sir Robert Barker 
Jent a party of feapoys to leize Mr Nicol, who being lb feized, was put 
Into a boat, and, notwithftandmg all his rcmonftrances, and repreftn- 
tations that his fortune and cffcas were difperfed about the country, 
without any perlbn to take care of them, he was thus earned down the 
fiver tinder a guard with 6xed bayonets to the Company’s fort at Mong- 
dieer, -where Colonel Toleph Peach had received orders from Governor 
Verelft to detain Mr Nicol under confinement He was there accord- 
angly confined, expofed to a contagious diftemper which tlicn raged m 
flic Fort, and to all the infolence and ill treatment of black feapoys, 
one of whom followed him wherever he went, with a drawn fword, as 
muw perfons can atteft, pmculary Captain George Knot and Patnek 
Duff, and Lieutenants Guinctt and Ramfay, officers then in the laid 
femee, until the ift September 1767, when he wasagam marched un- 
der a guard to a boat, and earned to Calcutta, where he amved on 
file pth , but -was kept aboard the boat, dole to the fliorc, in imtmnent 
danger of his life from the baSns *, till the 1 ith September 1767, when 
Jic was ordered by Mr Verelft into the New Fort. Being now amved 
avitlim the diftnfts of the Company’s charter of juftice, Mr Nicol ap- 

• Upon lielnntixof fprinj! ilda Into tbcCSango, ibertU a filrconttll b tn ie m Ibe raanJ 
the nro- When the fci hji errmwered the torrat of the Gangej, u rifo orer the level of 
■the frtOivrate en<lni(Iiet!n\viihthcgteatenrapniItyaiidTioIai«lnIati>cwatti on each Edc 
thetiver fortnanjralteaboTe Calcutta. ThereltatthiithiKnoleeuiltjforhoatabutb^ectUnK 
them leio the middle of ibd nver which the itnriua of the wavci, be^ beard el a great dif 
•taoe t Jav a ihe dUIgent boannao fuEcicnt amie to tfllQ Tilt It whit the »atl*ei of Beagil 
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plied to an attorney at taw for affiitance, who>_ after three days deli- 
beration, wrote to Mr. Nicol, as follaws.. 

« S 1 R, ’ 

“ The canleof your conHiiement I 'am an entire Rranger to. But d'o 
imagine the Mayor’s Court, to which I belong, cannot take any cog- 
nizance thereof. The method that has been taken for redrels here:' 
by gentlembn in your htuatlon, was by proteft from the notary 
“ publiCtc I am,, 

«SIR,. 

^ Your moft obedient fervant, . 

izthSept. 17^7, Calcutta. W” ATKINSON."^ 

The perulal of this letter occafioned the following being written, by 
Mr. Nicoh 


«c 
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To the Honourable Harry Verelft, Efquire, Prefident, &e. Council 

of For,t William. 

** Gentlemen, 

** I beg leave to inform you, that in March lal! I was fettled as a 
merchant, in the Vizier Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah’s country, Tyour' 
ally ) whofe authority I had, when I was informed that you had wrote 
to the Vizier, to allow your troops to make me a prifojiier’: on which- 
I wrote to Colonel Sir Robert Barker, the commanding officer of your 
troops at Illahabad, of which letter you have a copy inclofed. 

I conhdered how loon an affair of this kind ought to be brought 
to a hearing, and that I might not be the occafion of a mifunder- 
itaudmg between you, gentlemen, and one' of your allies, 1 informed 
the Vizier Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, that I had come to the refolution 
o not waiting for Sir Robert Barkers anfwer, but of fetting out im- 
mediately for Illahabad; who replied, that if I had refoked on it, 
he would accompany me thither, and get Colonel Barker’s leave for 
me to remain there,^ till he had wrote you on the fubjea.. But, ta« 

Robert Barker made me a prifoner- on my ar- 
Ih S gentlemen, that it ’ivas by your order / and 

fend me down in three days, which he did, under a 
6^ I fixed bayonets, who carried me to Mongheer 

Fort. There I was a prifoner from the 2d April to the ift September 
when I was by the Brigade-major carried out of my houfe by a 

^ “ guard 
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“ guard of fcapoys with fixed big'onets, and delivered over, JJiett- 
“ tenant Brown, who brought me down with a partv of leanojs,) and 
•' dehvered ane over, on the tath SMtember, to Mr Cook, therrFort- 
■" adjutant, where I -anl now confined, without any lerf caufe af- 
" figned. 1 have-ronly one word mord, gentlemen, and I have done, 
which IS, that it ajmeara very oxtraordmaiy to me, thatl fliould be 
•“ confined upwards of-fc months without liaving aicanogi and that 
•" if I had been lent from Mongheer ten days fooner, I Ifiould Bave been 
here m time to have been tned at the quarter leflions. 

" But you are too fenfiblc, gentlemen, that you have nothing to 
alledge agamft me which 1 am afliamed of, or you can make a plea 
■" of for my impnCmment. I beg the ,fiivour of your anlwer, and rc- 
•“ mam with reyiedt, 

" Gbhtlkmen, ' , , ^ 


Your-moft humble fervant. 


From tny piifon, NewFort "Willram, 
“ me 13th Sept. 1767,” 


11 ' 

(Signed) « JAMES NICOL^ 


Mr Nkol could obtain no fttisfi&on'whatever But on the i6th 
September 1767, the following letter, from the Governor and Cduncil 
ofCalolttii, was dehvfiredto him by lieutenant Cook, Ae Fort-adjutant 

To Mr James NicoL ' , ’’ 

“SIR, ‘ , 


“ I am direiOed by the Honourable the Prefident and Council to ac- 
« ^int yon that they infill on your embarldng on The Lord Holland 
** for Eurojw, m cmfnutnct of tbc fart you aUed tn tbt late qfiqatton. 
« andynir bibaviaur fnee , that C^tam Naime has an order to receive 
« you im told, with vour neceflanes, and alfo that he has been paid 
•• 30I. fterhng, in order to fupply yon with frcfli provifions dunne 
“ the Voyage, I am, “ 

“ s r R, 


“ Fort-kVilham, the latli 
“Sept 1767-" 


“ Yonr moll obedient fervant^ 
SIMEON DROZ, Iccrctaiy “ 


Nlcol had ever receded of any 
accuUtion of raifiiehaviour. having been ignorant and innocent of any 

4 and 
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'^nA it \v 2 ii the fiift notice he had ever re'ceived to quit IndiJt. It was 
therefore one among the many flrong mftances that have, been given of 
the fummary way of adminifteringjnhicej which has^of late been adopted 
in Calcutta, viz. by condemning and ponifliing firfl, and then inform- 
ing the parties what it is for; but taking caie to afford them no op- 
portunities for proving their innocence, and efcaping the higheft in- 
juries. 

Mr. Thomas Davie went out to the Eaft Indies in the month of 
Febiuary 1762, lic'erifed -by the Company as a free m'ariher, who (as 
we have feen in our loth chapter) at that time went out licenfed, for 
an unlimited time, to lefide and trade in all parts of India within the 
Company’s limits, upon only giving fecurity in 500L not to become 
chargeable to the Company. 

Upon the commencement of the troubles with Coffim Ally Khawn, 
he entered into -the militaiy fervice of the Company. On the 12th Ja- 
nuary 1764, he was promoted to the ffation of an Enfign ; and on the 
26th February 1765, he was further advanced to the rank of Lieutenant. 
This commiffion he" resigned; and the refignation was formally ac« 
cepted, as will appear^hy the following letter. 

^ To Mr. Thomas Davie, at Burdwan. 


- Chuprah, the 2iff June 1766. 

I this day received your letter of the i6th May, and immediately 
communicated the contents to Lord Clive, His Lordfliip dire(5ls me 
to acq^i^nt you, .that fnee you have thought proper to refign your 
commimon, you are no longer to be conhdered as in the fervice 
and are therefore immediately to repair to Calcutta, - ’ 

I am, SIR, 


“ Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 

I ' 

(Signed) « HENRY STRACHEY, fscretary.” 

Mr. Davie in obedience-to his Lordftiip’s order repaired to Calcutta, 
but was never informed of any particular bufinefs his Lordfliip had for 

relieved from all military engagements, upon 
the ^rength of his origmal licence, he continued to refide there, and 
in other different parts of Hindoftan, as a private merchant, in which 
Wuation he continued ilaany mouths unmolefted, peaceably and ftridly 

.complying 
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complying With the laws oT the community wherever he refideJ Hi» 
bufinefs having called him to lUahabad, on the pth of March ho 

Iwas there fuJdenly feized by a party of feapoys detached from thebn- 
gade of the Enghlh army, then at Aat aty, under the command oF 
Colonel Sir Robert Barker, from whence he was earned to Patna, and 
thence to Mongheer After bemg there confined for near three months,, 
without any roalbn bemg allcdged for it, he was then conveyed in com- 
pany vnth Mr James mcol to Calcutta, where he amved on the 9th 
September 1767, and contmued impnfoned in company' with Mr; 
Nicol 

While he thus contmued under guard, he recaved the followmg letter^ 

. . , 1 , 

" To Mr Thomas Davie. il 

" SIR, > ' I 1 > 

" I am dircfled by the Honourable the Prefident and CouheJ to ao 
*■ quamt you, that they mfift upon your embarking on board The Lord 
«• Holland for Europe, ui nnftquence of the fart you aSed tn the late 
ajfociation, And vouR'MiscEHAViouR'aiNCEj that Captain Narnic 
« has an order to receive you oh board with your neceflanes, 'and alfo 
** that he has been paid the fum of 30 L fterhng, in order to fupply 
“ yon with freCb- provifions during the voyage I 'am^'Su, 


, “ Yotir mod obedient fervant. 


1 


" Fort Wniiara, the loth Sept. '1767 ’SIMEON DROZ, fecretary ’’ 

1 I 

Mr Davie had never been prohibited from trade, admitting that the 
Company even poirdTed that power, neither had he ever been informed,, 
tliat nw refidencc or even any part of his trade were injurious or Incove- 
nicnt to the Company This was, moreover, the fiift information he 
had ever receiied of any mitbehaviour, of which he was totally igno- 
rant, and the firft noticehehad had for leaving India. 

Thefc two gentlemen were continued in pnfon together and on the 
lylh S^tember 1767, the Seijeant-major delivered an order to the Ser- 
jeant of their guard, from Captain Fredenck Thomas Smith, the Town- 
major, not to fuffer them to go out of their own robm on any account 
whatever, except to the necellarj-houfej the centinels were at the fame 
time ordered to be removed to the inCde of their pnfon 

Dunng the time thefe yerfecuted gentlemen were fuflenng fuch hard- 
fhipi, a liuroane gentlem n, then lAdjutant of the artillery in. the Com- 
pany! fcnice, named Bonny, and who had done them fotne a£ts of 

kindnef'. 
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kiiidnefsi was feiit for by the Town-majoti who feverely rcprintanded" 
him for It, and told him, that .were the Prefident.to know what he had 
done, the probable cbnfequerice would, be 'his difmiffion trqr^ the 

feivice.' ! r. 

In the night of the i8tK September 1707, Lieutenant -George Brown 

went with a party of foldiers, and by order of the Governor feized the 
'prifoners, forced them into a boat, and afterwards put them on boaid 
a floop, carded them Mown the river, and kept them confined on board 
in a miferable fituatibn, till the ,12th Oaober 1767, when they were' 
forced on board 'The Lord Holland Indiaman, Capt. Nairne j who, 
from motives of prudence, refufed to receive or keep them as prw 
d'oners on board his Ihip." 

Upon Captain Nan ne’s' ordering Lieutenant Brown and his feapoys 
from off his deckj the Lieutenant found himfelf neceffitated likewife.to 
take his prifoners with him, into the Hoop, where' Mr. Nicoldell dan-r 
geroufly ill of a f pucka fever. Had he died, he would probably hay© 
Been thrown overboard, as food for. the, alligators, and all his com*. 
plaints would have" funk into oblivion with him. But his miferies were 
not to end here. The prifoners were conveyed back to their confine^ 
ment at Calcutta i, where the difofdef of Mr. Nicol continued to fq, 

* Thefe gentlemen refigned their commiffions in May 1766, and their refignations were ac- 
cepted. They were afterwards left unmolefted to follow their lawful trade in different parts qf 
Hmdoftan, which trade was not, in any refpeff, injurious to the Company Neverthelefs, with, 
•out any previous notice, tliey were to , be forcibly fent to England, upon an illegal accufation of 9 , 
pretended offence committed fixteen months 'before, and for which they were in no fhape 
called to any account, when others were fo fcized and tranfported.' The ftrong defire of 
the ruhng^.party in Bengal to get thefe gentlemen fr®m India will appear from the following 
letter of the Governor’s to the officer who had charge of them . 

“ To Lieutenant Brown. 

« S I R, 

** I have received your letter of the 7 th inffant. My orders to you w^re, to keep IMeffrs Nicol 
■“ and Davie under your particular cuftody, until Capt. Naime fhould have come on board The 

Lord Holland with his difpatches from us for England, and that you fhould then embark them 
“ thereon as paflengers He has already left Calcutta, and I hope this conduft has been obferved 
“ by you If this fhould reach you in time, the only direflion I have farther to give you is to 
■“ take proper care, that neither of thofe gentlemen quit the fhip and attempt a paffage back 

to Calcutta upon any returning fhip or veffe) 

I am, S I R, 

I ** Your-moft obedient, humble fervant. 

Fort ATilham, the 10th Oft. 1767. (Signed) HARRY VERELST.’» 

% A putrid fever fo called, it is generally fatal, and fometimes carries pexfons off in 
twenty-four hours. 

f Surely fuch fcverities, from fuch caufes, muff ferve to remind every reader of the tyranny and 
cruelty -ofRalhles and Inquifuions, and of the treatment of unhappy captives by barbarous nations. 

creafCc 
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creafe and on the furgeon’s reprefentation of^ his dan^ to Mr Vc- 
relft, both pnfoners were enlarged on their parole of plighted honour^ 
not to qmt Calcutta without the Governor s permiffibn, and to embrace 
the firu good occalion of their going to Europe ^ r j 

When Mr Nicol had fo far recovered ‘his health aS to’be atic to walk- 
out with the furgeon’s permiflion, he wtnt to Mr Richard Whutall, 
another attoipey of the Mayor’s Court, to confult wiA him on the 
means proper to be ufed for obtaining juftice for the 'injunes he had' 
received’ from' the Prelident and Council of Calcutta! who told him no 
redrefs was to be expeSed in India , /iat no § aitomc^ ^dared to a9 for- 
hm, and that all he could do, was to lay a Ibtc of his wrongs before a 
Notary Public, and defire him to frame a proteft againft die perfons- 
'who had injured him lie accordingly went ia Mr John Hbline, the 
only Notary Public there, who repeatedly dechned it, from^ a fear, as 
he laid, of incurring the dilpleafurc of the Governor and Council Mr 
Nicol then fought to ^t fome perfon to go with him, to fcrve as a wit- 
nefs of Mr Holmes refuGd but fo great and general was the dread oT 
difplealing the Governor and Council, that no perfon whom he apphed. 
to would grant his requeft. At lall Mr Nicol took his fellow-prubncr 
with' him, and in his prefence 'demanded again of the Notary Public: 
the difcharge of his duty But he continued to refufe the drawing up 
of a proteft, or even the regiftenng of one that was previoully ore- 
paren and prefented to him forthat purpofci nay at laft told Mr Ni- 
col, If he thought himfclf mjured, he might go to England, and fut 
for rcdrcls in the Court of King s Bench * , ' 

Mr Nicol, by, petition, then complained to the MayoPs Court, re- 
prefenting that he had apphed to all the attornies of that court, But- 
tinding hlmfelf unable td obtain juftice in Calcutta, and being informed 
that a proteft, duly authenticated by a Notary Public, was the only 
voucher of authonty he could carry with bim to England, of his having 
endeavoured in vain to obtain jumcc in Indio, be had made repeated 
applications to Mr John Holme for that purpofc, who was the only No- 
tary or Regifter in Calcutta, who had conffantly refufed either to notc„ 
regiftcr, or authenticate any fuch inftrumcnt. The attefting afBdavit 
of Mr Thomas Davie was prefixed to this petition, and being read by 
Mr Thomas Woodward then Mayor, and the Aldermen on the bench, 

( Thcnatcofjvflfcccinootbccna vorfefootinffothcrtoTarlarTorBarbarT 

P“T)orc can iftiombc commenced in the King i Bmch whIUl ftch Informonnl- 
•bic d Oicolilci ire fuffered lo occur in the procnrlDr of Eridencc from IndU . u Sere fuch def- 
pottalj cflaHilhtd, « mar be furpofed to opcraic ineCfhblj oa the fide ofoppreflkm 

they 
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they informed Mr. Nicol, that itwas a matter that did not fall properly 
within their cognisance, nor could they oblige Mr. Holme to draw out 
the proteft; but they faid, he could not in juftice refufe doing it. ' 

However^ at laft Mr. Holme did confent to note the proteft, which 
after all, when obtained, could be of little lervice-to Mr. Nicol, as it 
would be^fno avail in any court of law in England. The prifoners 
foon afterwards redeemed their pledged honour, by informing the Go- 
vernor of their dcfign to embark for England, which they put in exe- 
cution on the i8th December ifSy, after fuffering long imprifonments, 
being much injured in their fortunes, having their views in life blafted, 
(and Mr. Nicol in particular with a conftitution much impaired) to 
wait, in England, the arrival of their opprelTors from India, and per- 
haps the more precarious llTucs of tedious fuits at law, in which the 
moft eflential proofs of injuries can only be had from India, where 
their opprefTors adl as magiftrates, as judges, and as fovercigns ; fo 
that, in ipite of all laws in being, their very obtaining of evidence may 
be effcdtually prevented, though applied for by a comraidion ilTucd from 
any court of this kingdom. 


Nc XXXIIL 

i.- ^ 

The cafe of John Nevill Parker, Efquire, of Bengal; with Sir 

, r . Fletcher Norton’s opinion thereon. 

John Nevill Parker, Efquire, a Lieutenant in the King’s fervice, on 
the 5th March 1764, obtained, with his Majcfty’s permiffion, a com- 
million from the Company, as captain of foot, having enlifted and car- 
ried over with him to India a company of an hundred and ten men. 

He refigned his commiffion on account of the redudtion of camp al- 
lowance, taken notice of in the foreoging cafes, called Batta, and, on ^ 
the 1 8th May 1766, he was permitted by Major Smith to quit die 
' army. Notwithftanding which, it was afterwards pretended that he 
was ftill a military man : and, on the 5th of June 1766, when engag- 
ed on his own private bufinefs, be was fuddenly feized at Banaras, in the 
jurifdiaion of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, by an order from Colonel 
-Richard Smith, where he was ignominioufly dragged through the ' 
ftreets,-and then clofe confined. He was conducted thence to Chu- 
-prah, where he arrived on the 14th June 1766, and on the idth -of the 
fame month he arrived at Patna. He was then carried to a building 
named Chehel-Setoon, and confined in an almofi: infupportable hole ; 
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and on the i6tli September 1766, he was fumtnoned td attend a conrt- 
maltial, whore be war informed his former refignation was now 
deemed mutiny, for which he was to be tried 1 

Captain Parker objeded to the anthonty bf the court, miifting that 
he had never entered into any contraft or agreement with the Eaft India 
Companji, to ferve them for any fixed time , that he had refigned their 
employ in the begmning of May laft, had not been muftered for fome 
months before, nor had he received any pay fince the preceding month 
of April , II) 

The following is a copy of Captam Parker s protell, dehvered to the 
Court on the 17th September 1766 


“ Gentlemen, Prefident and Members, ' ’ 

*• I am attonifhed when I rcflcift on the ignominions treatment I have 
" endured, and am more particularly fnrpnzcd at being oppreffed by 
thofe whoft fphere it is to proteft the fubjeft, fupport the glorious. 
“ conftitution of England, and exert as well as chenfh its laws,. Bnt 
“ when thefe juft and laudable motives are no longer thought worthy 
“ of attention, mdividoals fofardiftant from the feat of libeny, deffa- 
“ tute of friends, mtereft, and every other fnpport, are borne down by 
“ a torrent of perfecution, and dra^d, in defiance of all laws, from 
" place to place, as I have moft injunoully experienced 
“ I prefume. Gentlemen, it is ncceffaiy to acquamt you, that I 
“ never entered into aby contrail or agreement to ferve the Honourable 
“ Company and I did, for many obvious rcafons, refign their emp'oy 
“ in the beginning of May laft, neither was I muftered for months be- 
“ fore that time, nor Imvc I received pay, or any other allowance, 
" Cnee the preceding month of April, and, m confirmation thereof 
** when I was, with the reft of the late ofiicer*, doing duty in the mt- 
'• nfon of lllahabad, Major Smith, the commanding officer, on ffie 
" 15th May laft, fummoned us, and pnbhlhcd a letter fent him by Co- 
“ lonel Smith from the Right Hononrable the Commander m Chief 
“ wherein he declared, He would accept of the refignation of all thofe 
• officers who fignificd their intenUon of quitting the femce, in an 
•• fwer to which, we informed Major Smith we Ihould leave the ear'' 
M ‘hat month, orfooner. ifivc could provide our- 

- I'left RhhaSd ' 7 th o/ffiat month 

.. r ^ " ill ^ 'c' hlsjots approbation, and in a few days after 

.. / ^ the 5th June following, by 

an order of Colond Smith, bearing date the ift of the fame mfnrif 
1 cannot luppofc, Gemlcmcc, knowing thefe fafli, which I can now 

“ prove. 
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prove, and which are by the laws of Great Britain infuperable ob- 
ftacles to my being tried by a military court, that you wjH ptoceed 
further againft me. 

The (hocking and degrading manner of apprehending me, and 
the many infults I have publickly fuffered, £0 lefledled on my cha- 
racier as an officer, in which ftation I have had the honour to fervo 
my King and Country for many years, with the approbation and ap- 
plaufe of my fuperiors, that I determined to folicit a trial ; and it 
was firmly my intention to have flood one, had I been releafed, and 
it allowed to have been a voluntary a<fl of mine. But fo far was I 
from being even countenanced by his Lordfljip, or obtaining the lead 
«« mitigation of the feverity of my treatment, that infults were repeat- 
ed, and I had been a prifoner forty days previous to my being or- 
dered before the lad court-martial ; and, as a farther aggravation, I 
was flill continued under the fame difagreeable circumftances; and 
I have, all together, fuffered this cruel and vexatious imprifonment 
three months and ten days: which aie the motives that induced me 
to objedl to my being tried, and from which I am refolved never to. 
fwerve as long as I am thus mal-treated. Think not. Gentlemen, that 
thefe fentiments proceed from any apprehenfion of the confequences 
of a trial: far from it. Confeious of my own innocence, and having 
the higheff opinion of the abilities, experience, and impartiality of 
every one of you, I doubt not, could you with propriety try me, 
but that I fhould be honourably acquitted of the crime malicioufly 
preferred again ft me, 

You have now. Gentlemen, a matter of importance to determine, 
however trivial it may appear regarding me. Yet in my cafe muft 
“ be decided that of every Britifh fubjedl, who is, or may hereafter 
enter into the Honourable Company’s military fervice, and whether 
liberty in this part of the world is a (hadow or not. 

*• Left it fhould be imagined by any perfon that my confent is not re-^ 
« quifite to try me legally, I beg leave to refer them to that recent and fimi* 
« lar inftance of Lord George Sackville, who having lefigned his military 
employments by order of his Majefty, afterwards .folicited a court- 
martial, to clear his character of many imputations laid to his charge; 
which was refufed him, on account of his having no connedlion with 
** the army, and of courfe not being fubjedl to military law. Notwith- 
“ (landing, upon his repeated application, and after the opinion of the 
« judges of England had been taken, who declared he could not be 
tried by a militaiy court, except by his own defire and approbation, 
his Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to grant his requeft. 

OjL ^ , .. As 
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" As I have nfed my endeavonrs m eveiy part hereof to pay a proper 
<• deference to the Court, I hope therefore i have not tranTgreffcd, or 
“ deviated from the refbeft fbjuftly due on all occafion* 

<Signcd) » JN° NDVILL PARKER ’’ 

The Court over-ruled Capt. Parker t objefljons to their jurifdaSion, 
and infilled he Ihould anfwer the charge, and only have ttro hours time 
to confider whether he would make his defence or not 

Having been long confined, hia life and charaflcr being at Hake, 
and he lliU holding a commilEon in his Majclly's fervice, he undertook, 
under all diladvantagea, to make his defence ai well as he could, and 
fcveral witnefles were crammed. But the Court in a very eitraordi- 
naiy manner refufed to let him examine his witnefles to feveral points 
in his julhfication, particularly, not admitting him to prove his reCg- 
nation of the Company a fervice. He was alfo refuted a copy, which 
he demanded, of the warrant by which the court-martial was autho- 
rized to try him 

Notwitnftanding all thefc diTadvantages under which Capt Parker 
laboured, the Court-martial was neceflitated honourably to acquit him 
of the crime of mutmy laid to his charge NevertheJefs, he was or-_ 
dered down to Calcutta, bemg near four hundred miles from Patna, 
after having been kept clofe confined, m a manner the moll ignomi- 
nious, and dangerous to his health, from the 5th June to the 17th Oc- 
tober 1766, and ,was m other, various relpefls very illegally treatw 

1 I 

Sir Fletcher Norton s opmion of this cafe 

" This IS a cafe under very extraordinary circumftances t and upon 
" this Hate of fails, it appears, that Mr Parker has been very ill ufed, 
*• and the proceedings againft him arbitrary and oppreflive But I am 
" not able to point out a rmtJy •which -will not be attended with matrt 
iifficUhtes, and the Jucufs doubtful However, if Captain Parker will 
“ run the hazard of the colls of an adtion at law, which arc not very 
“ gtcai, I think It wtII be advifablc for him to Bnng an a&on, for an 
" aflault and falfc impnfonment, againll Lord Clive, the Prefldent, 
“ and one or two more membsrs of the Court martial, and the perfons 
•• who ailually, apprehended and confined him; but great care mull 
" be taken in fettling the pleadings, if any of them fliould plead fpe- 
“ ciall), to get proper ifluesput upon the record ‘ 

" Lincoln s Inn, March, 17th 1 768 (Signed) FLET NORTON ' 

3 , ' Mr 
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Mr. Parker thus huoyed up with an opinion that he might obtain rc- 
drefs for the long imprifonment he had fuflained^ and his aibitrary dlf^ 
miffion fiom the Company’s leryice, though acquitted by a Court-mar- 
tial undei all the influence which power and management might be fup- 
pofed to efledt, brought his adtion and damages againfl: Loid Clive. ^ After 
combating for two years all the evafions which the fliameful privilege 
of parliament then- permitted LofcTClive to ufe, they wei e at I'afl: brought 
to a period> when' he was obliged either to enter his plea of juftification, 
or fuffer judgment to be entered up againfl: him. Being unable, with the 
aflifliance of half the council of England, to afflgn any juftiflcation that 
would bear a iudicious examination on paper, the plaintiff was at li- 
berty to enter up his judgment. . Here again the attorney was- intimi- 
dated by the privilege of parliament: and was told befides, that imlefs 
his client fliould come into an . agreement of permitting certain papers 
in the India houfe, which were no legal’ evidence, to be read at the 
trial on the behalf of the defendant, and likewife permit the defendant 
to plead the geneial iffue, and give the whole {pecial matteh in evi- 
dence, the court would be moved for a commiflion to examine witnefles 
in India, which would at leafl: lafl: them half a dozen years. The poor 
oppreffed gentleman, who, had already expended all the money, he had. 
acquired and, feeing no end to the labours he was to. undergo in ob- 
taining a precarious lediefs in the end, under all the influence of the- 
Eafl: India Company, which was now exerted againfl: him, according- 
ly fubmitted to the fatal compromife, without , die advice of his wor- 
thy and. honoui able coimcil, Mr. Dunning,, who immediately forefaw 
die pernicious confequences, but notwithflandibg exerted himfelf to 
the_ lafl: m refifling every ad of power, paity, corruption, and par-, 
tiality, which, was difplayed to the conclufion of this procefs. Mr. 
Parher was firfl: nonfuited upon a point of Jaw taken up by Lord" Mahf-^ 
field, upon which, however, hisblordfhip had not thc' good fortune to^ 
carry the opinion", of the 'other judges of the court. The matter was 
finifhed by a kmd of compromife, ending in a refolutibn which nobody 
had ever conti overted, namely, “ that an officer in the fervice of the 
Eafl: India Company has not a right ,to refigii his commiffioii at all 
under all circumjfances whatfoever, whenever he pleafed.’’ 
Upon the trial, Mr. Parker s chief difficulty was,^ to prove that Lord 
Clive had ever known of his being under arreflr, during the five months 
he had been dragged about, although when in his lickly fituation, by 
-his long confinement, he had been vifited by Mr. Inghamj Lxird Clive’s- 
body-phyfician, living^ in his family on the fpot, who had the honefty 
to declare upon the trial,, that he did not believe he had ever made any 

report' 
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Teport toLordClwr, and although the conftant pradfacenf theanny 
Ip, to make a daily report mating- by the officer wlio 'leayep the 
guard, of the number of pnlbners,, how long copiined, and for, what 
crimes ; and that it was proved X-ord Chve, the’ commander in cbipfi 
had redded feven weeks m the place where Mr Parker was a,ptifoiier 
yet, the jury were told, and it may be prefumed rightly told, accordmg 
to thf maxims of common law, that there was no proof to Ihew Lom 
Clwe knew of jhe plaintiff's confinement upon which ground chiefly a 
Verdifl was fopnd for the defendant. ^ . r, 
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, - 1 

CorT of the Indenture executed by free, Manners, on their 'gomg 
out to India with hcence fiom the Eaft India Company 

This Indenture, made the day of in the year of our 

Lord one thoufand fevenhundred and ' m and m the 

year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE the by the 

grate 6f God, of Great Bntain, France, and Irclaiid, King, Defender 
of the Faith, andfo forth, Between the Umted Company of Merchants 
of England tradmg to the Eaff Indies, of the one part, aiid 

' 1 of manner, of the other jiart. Whereas the 

laid United Company have, at the fpecial requeft and entreaty of the 
Cud and upon the conditioos and 'agreements herem 

contained on the part of the faid to be 

performed, hcenled and permitted the laid to proceed 

to ^ in the Eaft Indies, withm the limits of the liud Company s 
trade, In order to provide for himfelf m the feafirmg way, and to con- 
tinue m the Eaft Indies aforefiud, for the tenn of years 
Now THIS Indenture witneseeth, and the faid 
for himfclf, his, heirs, executors, and admimftrators, doth 'by thefe 
prefenis covenant, promife, and agree, to and with the find Umted 
Company, in manner following, that is to lay, that he the faid 

from the time of his arrival at ' aforcfaid, for and 

dunng and unto the foil end and expiration of years, (hall and' 

will bcliave and condufl himfelf, from time to time, and in all refpefls 
conformable to the rules, orders, and dircflions of the find United Com- 
mn\, or of thrir PreSdent and Conned of their fettlement aforefaid, 
And that he the faid willnot, direfllyor inditcflly, 

“ ferve 
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ferve or be in any-wifc aflifting to, or employed by^ or for any foreign 
company trading in or to the Eaft Indies, or any perfon or peifons 
whatfoever, who do or’ (hall, during the continuance of thefe prefents, 
traffick, adventure, or trade to, in, or from the Eaft Indies, or elfe- 
where, within the limits of the faid Company’s trade, by or under, or 
by viitue of any foreign commiftion, licence, or authority whatfoever. 
Pr video always, and it is hereby exprefsly covenanted, declaied, 
and agreed between the parties to thefe prefents, and it is tlie true in- 
tent and meaning thereof, tliat in cafe the (aid ^ (hall 

make default in any of the covenants herein before contained, or 
lhall, during the faid term of years, leceive notice fiom the faid 

Compan 5 ^’s Prefident and Council of their fettlement afoicfaid, to quit 
the faid fettlement and return to England, for any mifbehavionr by 
him the faid done or committed towards the faid Com- 

pany, or concerning the peace and good order of the faid fettlement, 
that then, and in either of the fiid caies, he the faid ^ 

(liall not, nor will, upon any account or pretence whatlbever, ftay, or 
continue longer in the Eaft Indies than for the (pace of months 

after receiving fuch notice, and that from and immediately after the 
expiration of the faid months, it Jlmll a7id may be lawful for the 

faid Company’s Prefident and Council, at the faid fettlement, to caufe 
the faid * and his family to be put on board any fhip 

employed by the faid Company, for the purpofe of bemg tranfported to 
Great Britain, at the faid Company’s expence, and in cafe of refufal on 
the part of the faid to caufe the faid 

to be apprehended and put on board (uch (hip, together with his family. 
And further, in cafe of fuch apprehending, putting oh board, and 
tranlporting the faid and his family, in manner 

aforefaid, the faid doth hereby covenant, piomile, 

and agree to, and with the faid United Company, that he the faid 

his executors or adminifratorSf fall not, nor will commence y 
fue, or p7'ofecute the faid Company, or their Court of Dit'eSlors, or any of 
their Pref dents and Cou7icil, Commanders, or Officers of any fuch (liip, or 
any other peifon employed in any of the matters aforefaid, in oi by 
any adioia, fult, or other profecution, civil or criminal, in refpeft of 
fuch apprehending him the faid or ef putting on boarch 

and tianfporting him the faid ^ and his family to Great 

Bfitainin manner aforefaid. And in cafe any fuch a6^ion, fuitj or pro- 
fecution fhall be commenced or prolecuted for any of tlW matters afore- 
](aid, the faid ^ doth hereby covenant and agree to and 

with the faid Company,' rto the general iffiue may be pleaded, a 7 id thh 

indeiiture^ 
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tndtnfure, or -any otber J^cetal matter may be given tn evidence, by all or 
any of tbe dtfenaants, m any Inch ftut, a£tion, on profecution, in bar, 
difcbarge, and defence thereof, any thing m thefe prefents contained 
to the contrary thereof notivithftanding ,| And thcjiaid United Company 
do hereby for themfelvcs and their lucceflbrs, Covenant, promife, and 
a^ree, to and with the faid , j that he the laid 

truly and feithfuUy obferving, fulfilling, and keeping the feve- 
ral covenants and agreements hcrem cxpreffed and contained, on his 
part to he ohferved, fulfilled, and kept, lh«ll,aiid may peaceably and 
quutly trade and traffick tn the Eaft Indies afbrclaid, in the capaaty of 
a free manner, and fhall enjoy the laid Company's proteffaon And 
LASTLY, It IS hereby covenanted, concluded, and agreed by and be- 
tween the find parties hereto, that af the laid , ’ fhall be 

permitted to continue in the Ball Lifiies, in die quality or capacity of a 
free manner, after the expiration of the laid tern! of ycprs hereby 

ftipulated, that then fuch the continuance and trading there of the laid 
lhall be upon the lame terms, condibons, covenants, 
and agreements as are herein before cxprefled and contained on his part, 
during the term herein mentioned, and not otherwife In Witness 
whereof to one part of this mdenture the faid [ , hath 

put lus hand and fcal, and to the other ,part thereof the fud United 
Company have caufed their common feal to be affixed, the day and 
year above-wntten , , 

L .1 ll 

Sealed and delivered (being firjl ^ , 

duly JiatnyedJ tn toe pre^ce cf ' , , i , 
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Corv of the Indenture executed by the Eaft India Company’s avil, 
or covenanted Servants , whereby they engage not to receive from 
the Country Princes in India any prefents in money, jewels, lands, 
revenues, or other cffeQs, but lucli as are permitted bv the faid 
Cempany •' 


This Indenture, made the day of in the 

year of tbe reign of our Sovereign Lord 

the Gra« of God. King of Great Bntain, rrance, and Ireland. Defends 
■of the Faith, and fo ferth, and in the year of our Lord one thoulind 

feven 
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fcven hundred and fevcnt^r Between ri^/r v r 

of the one part, and the United Company of Merchants of 

•England, trading to the Eaft Indies, of the other part : Whereas the 

, is now employed in the fervice,of the faid United 
Company as one of their ‘ ' their chief fettlement 

Qf ' in the Eaft Indies, Now this Indenture Wit- 

nesseth, and the faid in compliance with a refolution 

of a General Court of the faid United Company,^ and for and in confi- 
deration of what he is or fliall be in’titled to receive from the faid Com- 
pany in refpea: of his faid fervicc, or in refped of ‘any other Nation, 
capacity, or employment in wdiich the faid ' may Iiere- 

after be retained or employed by the faid United Company, or their 
Court of Diredlors, Doth hereby for himfclf, hjs heirs,. executors, and 
adminiflrators, covenant, promife, and' agree to and with the faid 
United Company/ that he the faid , . ' fliall not, nor' will at 

any time or times hereafter, during his being employed in the faid Com- 
pany’s fervice, in any flation or capacity whatfoever, either by himfclf 
or by any other perfon or perfons whomfoever,^ in truft for him, oi for 
his ufe, diredlly or indireiflly, accept, take, or receive, or agree to 
accept, take, or receive any gift or grant of lands, or rents or reve- 
nues ilTuing out of lands, or any territorial polTeffion, junfdidlion, do- 
minion, power or authority whatfoever, from any of the Indian Princes, 
Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their minifters, fervants, or 
agents, for any fervice or fervices, or upon any account or pretence 
whatfoever, without the licence or confent of the Court of Diredors for 
the time being of the faid United Company, fignified under their hands; 
nor (hall or will, at any time or times hereafter, during' his being em- 
ployed in the faid United Company’s fervice, in any flation or capa- 
city whatfoever, either by himfelf or any other perfon or perfons. whpin- 
^ foever, in truft for him or for his ufe, diredly or indiiedly, accept, 
take, or receive, or agree to accept, 'take, or receive ariy gift, teward, 

' gratuity, allowance, donation, or compenfation, in money, efFeds, 
jewels, or otherwife howfoever, ftom any of theUndian Princes, Sove- 
- reigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, of any of their mmifters, fervants, or agents, 
exceeding the value of four thoiifand rupees, foi any fCrvice or Tervices 
performed or 'to be -performed' by the faid , ' ’ ' , in In'dii or 

^ upon' any other account or pretence whatfoever; ^without the like licence 
or confent of the faid Court of Diredors 'of the fain United Company, 
hgnified as aforefaid j nor any fuch reward, gratuity, allowance, do- 
nation, or compenfation, exceeding the value of oue fhoiijhnd rupees, 
and under the value of four thoiifand lupees, without the licence or 
^ ' - — - confent 
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confent of tlje Prefident and Council for the timc‘bemg'of 'tht fttfi- 
dcncy or fettlcmebt where die faid ^ IhaTl be employeij 

and that he laid lhall and will“t;onVtjr, allign.-'antl 

make over to the laid United Company, ibr their foie and proper ufc an'd 
benefit, all and every fiich gift or grants of lands, ot tints or rtvtinuts 
iflbing out of lands, or any fuch tcrritorTal pollcffion, junfdiiSion, do- 
minion, power, or authority whatfoever , and allb attoont'for and pay 
to the laid United Company, for fheir^fole-abd propir tifc and heViefit, 
all and every fncli gifts, rewards, gratuities, allowances, ddnatiofis, dr 
compenfations whatfoever, which, contrary to the tnfe ihttnt an'd 
meamng of thefc prefents, lhall come to the hands, '•pode&bn, ot'pbifrer 
of the laid or any other perfdn or jjerfofai; in tf nil for 

him, or for his ufc as aforeloid Ik Witness whtreof, to one part of 
thefe mdentures the faid ^ ^ hath 'fetinS hlind Ond deal, 

and to the other ipart thereof the laid UiiitedCompany''haVe cdlifed'lhtflt 
common feal to be put, -thfe day and'year 'above ’wriffen.' ' 


Scaltd and deitvered Jtrfl 

du^jtamjudj Vftber^ir^enccaf 
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Copy of tht; Indenture of ^venantr executed By, gentTemen- emw- 
-grating to India, in thi militaiy fcrviccof the Enghik Eaft, Indian 
Company 


Tpis Indenture, made the "Day oE iin the 

year of the reign of our Sovereign. Lord, hv thn 

9°^ ^g oF Great'Britai^D, France, 'and. Fn^land, befmdet 

*' ■‘““f 

oi Mhathc isot fiiaU be cnutledto receive kom the Cud Companj, in 

rclpedt 
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fcfpea of his faid fervicc, or in refpea of any other military flation or 
employment, in which the faid ^ may hereafter be em- 

ployed by the faid United Company, or their Court of Diredors, Dotk 
liereby for himfelf, his heirs, executors, and adminiftratots, covenant,. 
promife, and agree to and with the faid United Company, that he the faid 
lliall not, nor will at any time or times hereafter during 
liis being employed in the faid Company's fcrvice, in’ any ftation or Capa- 
city whatfoever, either by himfelf or by any other perfon or perfons whom- 
foever in truft'for him or for his ufc, directly. or indiredfly, accept, take,, 
or receive, or agree to accept, take, or receive any gift or grant of lands, 
or rents for revenues ifluing out of lands, or any territorial polTeflion, 
jurifdi^tion, dominion, power, or authority whatfoever, from any of 
the Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their 
minifters, fervants, or agents, for any fervice or. Ici vices, or upon any 
account or- pretence whatfoever, without the licence or confent of the 
Court of Diredlors for' the time being of the laid United Company, fig- 
nified under their hands •, nor fhall or will, at any time or times here- 
after during his being employed in the faid United Company’s fervice^ 
in any ftation ,or^capacity whatfoever, cither' by himfelf or any other 
perfon or, p.ccfons whomfoever in • truft for him oi" for his nfc, dircdlly 
or indiredly, accept, , take, or receive, or agree to accept, take, or re- 
ceive any- gift,< reward,- gratuity, allowance, donation, or compen- 
lation, in money, effcdls, jewels,' or otherwife howlbever, from any 
of the Indian Princes,, Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their 
minifters, fervants, or agents, exceeding the value of jTou?' thoujand 
rupees, for any fervice ’or fervices performed or to. be performed by the 
faid in' India, or upon any'otlier account or pretence 

whatfoever, , without the like licence or confent of the faid Gourtrof Di- 
re 6 tors of the fain United Company,' iignified as aforefaid ; noF'any-fuch 
reward, gratuity^ allowance, donation, or compenfation, exceeding 
of , one' thoufa 7 id rupees, and under the value of fiUr thoufaiid 
rupees, without the licence.or confent of thcifaid Prelidtnt and Council 
for thertime’ being of" the- prefidency or fettlement where the faid. 

fliall be employed , and that'^he'theffaid 
fhall and wilbconvey/ aftign, ,and make 'over -to the. faid United Com- 
’ panyj , for. their..fo]e and proper: ufe and benefit, all and every fuch' gifts 
oI:'g^ant&tof^lands,^ or) rents on 1 revenues. ifiuing out of lands, or, '-any 
fuchi. teriitbnal pofieftlbny jurildicbioni. dorhinion,, power, or authority)' 
whatlbever.5 ahdf^alfo account for ^and- pay to the faid United Company^' 
for their foie- andvproper^ufe'' and benefit,' all 'and every ‘fuch-'giffsp.re- 
Wiirds^ gratuities, o allowances,’ j donations, or compenfations whatfoever,^ 

R 2; which, 
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•which, contrary to the true intent and meaning of thefc prefents, ttall 
come to the hands, poflcfEon, or power of the faid ^ r or 

any other perfon or pcrfons in truft for him, or for his ufe as’aforcfard ; 
PRotioEl) alwars, that nothing herein contained 'fhall hmdir or pre- 
vent, or be dieiiied, taken, or conftrucd to hinder or prtvint the faid 
from accepting or receiving ’a Qiare'or proportion, 
in refpca of his military port or ftation, of any gift, gratuity, or do- 
nation, in money or cffedls, which any Indian Prince, ^vereign, Subab,. 
or Nabob, fliall or may ‘in ume of 'extreme danger, neccflity, or emer- 
genty, give or beftow on any ^f ithe , military officers or forces of the- 
fold United Company, provided fnch gift, gratuity, or donation be with 
the privity and confent of the Governor and Connal of the prefidency 
or fettlement where the faid ' fball be employed,, 

and not othctwife and provided alfo, that the fame be not obtained, 
or exaiSiid by compulfion7 or by way of bargain or contraiS for any fer- 
vicc or fcrvices' performed or to be perforraedi Provided alfo, that no 
Governor or Prefident of any 'of the faid United Company s fettlements 
in India fhall, by virtue of his commiffion •from the faid United Com- 
pany, be authonzed or mntled to accept or receive any part, fhare, or 
proportion of any fuch gift, gratuity, or donation as is mentioned mi 
the provifo herein before contained And this Indenture further 
Wjtnesseth, and the faid doth hereby covenant, con—' 

fenr, and agree, to and with the faid Umted Company that in cafe the- 
faid fhall be difiniflcd the faid United Company s mili- 

tary fcrvKte, by fentence of court-martial, or by a refolunon or order of 
the Company s Prplident and Council of fuch ftttlement where 'the laid 
' •; Ihall ferve or be, or if the faid. 

fliall otherwife legally quit the faid Company s military fervice, that then, 
and in any or either of the faid cales, it fliall be lawful to and for the 
faid United Company s Cud Prefident and Council, at any time after the 
expiration of fix calendar months next followmg fuch difmiffion from or 
quitting the find Company s mihtary lemcc as aforefaid^ to‘ carry and 
tranJpDrt the faid at the erpence of the faid Company to 

Great Bntain, in fuch fliip employed in the laid Company s fervice as 
the fjid Prefident and Council fhall for that purpofe appoint And m 
cafe the faid fhall ncgleift or refufe to repair 

or go on board fuch Ihip as aforefaid, by the fpace of ten days after notice 
fhall be given him fo to do, by order of the find Prefident and Council, 
then and in fuch cafe, it fhall be lawful for the find Prefident and 
Council, and they are hereby fully authonzed and empowered to caufe the 
‘ote apprehended and detamed, and to put hm 
3 on 
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on hom'd fucb pip as aforefaid, for the pmpofe of being carried and iranf 
^poiied to Great Britahiy fo neverthcleis, that no unnecellary delay be- 
fought, nor any fit occafion or opportunity Jofl-, in fo detaining 01 put- 
ting oil' board the faid And further, in cafe of fuch 

appiehending, putting on board, and tranfporting the faid 

in manner aforefaid, the faid doth hereby 

covenant, promife, and agree, to and with the faid United Company,, 
that be the fatd bis executors or adimniflrators, pail 

not nor 'loiU commence, fue, or profecute the faid United Company or their 
Court of DircBors, or any of their Pref dents and Council, Commanders or 
Qpcers of any fuch fliips, or any other perfon employed in any of the 
matters aforefaid, in or by any adion, fuit, or other profccution, civil' 
or cnminali in refped of fuch apprehending him the faid 
or of putting him on board and tranfporting him the faid 

to Great Britain, in manner aforefaid. And in cafe any fuclr 
adion, fuit, or profccution fliall be commenced, fued, or profccuted,, 
for any of the matters aforefaid^ the faid doth hereby* 

covenant and- agree, to and with the faid* Company, that the general' 
iffue may be pleaded, and this prefent indenture,, or any other fpcctal mat-' 
ter, may be given in evidence, by any of the defendants in any fuch fuit, 
adion, or profccution, in bar, discharge, and' defence thereof •, any' 
thing in thefe prefents contained to the contrary thereof in any- wife not- 
withftanding. In Witnefs whereof, to one part of this indenture the 
faid hath put his hand and fcal, and to the other 

part thereof the faid United Company have caufed their common feal ter 
be affixed, the day and year above- written. 

Sealed and delivered ( being frf l 
duly fiamped) m the prefence of 


N° XXXVII. 

Copy of a Letter from Francis Sykes, .'Eiqmve, Refident at the Dur^ 
bar, to the Secret Committee at Calcutta, Dated the 24th July* 

1765- 

“ To'-William Brightwell Sumner, Efquire, &c. Gentlemen of the 

Seled Committee, 

‘‘ Gentlemen, 

^ “ By the great, fudden fall of rain, and the rapidity of the river, I 
have been prevented, from arriving here till yefterday : I lhall di- 
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“ tc£lU proceed on my bufincfs with all poffible dilpatcb, and you may 
" depend upon it, that nothing (hall be wanting on my part to finilh 
the affairs which I am coramiflioncd on, as well as any others which 
“ may fall to my management during my day here, to the entire faus-i 
” fadhon of the Committee 

“ I have had the plcafiirt to receive ftveral letters from Lord Clive 
■“ lince I left Calcutta, whercm his Lordffiip reprefents to me the in- 
“ conveniencies and difficultiesi/i^e prefent mtntpers find m-s carrying on 
•" the aflfairs of the government , owing to rie ignorance, andi 

his being totally una^uauitcd with any kind of) bufindfs whatever, 
and to obviate and eficdually remove on evil of fo dangerous a ten- 
“ dency, his Lordfhip recommends to me to endeavour totget the hfa-i 
■“ bob to ibrffw the management (f affairs entirely into the, bands tf the mt~ 
" mflen nowi tnifirwer i to make over all the revenues anfing from tbe 
•• fubahfliip, m order ro wmi/e ur to paylthcicapences-of the army, dif- 
'• charge the demands for relhtution, army, See and for -an i annual l 
■“ ftipend to the JCirg, with other contingent expenecs, in coniiderationi 
of Qur paying him. a,fum ofiabont fifty lacks per annuroj forihiSi 
“iHorfe, Seapoys, Begum, Brother Zenana, Houfchold charger andi 
■‘I every otheriescpence which may attendi himlelfy providedi this affair 
•" be janSffed by i Sunnud /ram tbe Kihg This undonbtedlyi will be 
" a grand point and to obtain at, I, fball certainly exertlmy endeavours, 
■“ jis I effeem it to be equally for tbchfabiiii eaje and mir ovin tnterefli 
for It IS certain the fharo of influence wt' enjoy in thcfejprovinccs, , 
howwer great in appearancci docs not carrycwithrut thofc reabaihan- 
“ tages and weighty effeBi which arc necelfaty, not to leayc that power 
“ in danger of being difputed, and fading us at a time when the Com- 
■“ pany is in moft want of it, befides it wilKbc attendid iwith'many 
■“ further good conrequenccs, parucularly that of eflcQually putting a 
“ flop to that diffipation of revenues which bath reduced the Nabob, the 
■*' Company, and the country, fo frequently to a difircflcd condition 

•r I am getting an acconnt of the Nabob s Immediate- cxpcnces, in 
“ order to be able the bettertojud^e v/hnt fffend wi/l ie rnff/mtabU to 
“ bit rant and digntly, and tur honour and credit ' 

■' Mr Sumner haung informed' mc^ that there was a deficiency m 
" the Money paid by the Nabob into our treafurv, of about rupees 
■" 40,562 3. ajinat, X therefore acquginl you, that- an order was.fcnt 

" the 
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the "day before, yefterday for'tbe^'payinent'’of it> which ?I hope by^tliis' 
^ ^time is ‘coaio fafe to hand,^ 

/ / 

- I am, with the greateft .refpe( 5 t, 

^GENlTLEMENy 

» 

' Your moft obedient, humble leirvanV 


^ Moradbaiig, the 24tli 
July- 1^65. 


'(Signed) iFRANCIS' SYKES.”' 


N° XXKVm. 

Copy oKa Letter from Francis Sykes, Efquirc, Kelident at theFiir^ 
< bar, Secret Committee 2X Calcutta., JDated the 38th July' 
1765. 

V 

To 'William -Br^htweirSumner, ETquire, -^cc. Gentlemen, of the-^ 

, Seie($b Committee. - 


^ 'G^feNT-rilvlEN,, 

I have -had the pleafure to receive your favour as late as only four 
days '^o,' inclofing the .plan tf or carrying on the trade, of fait, beetle- 
nut and tobaceo, -accompanied hy feveral queftipns which 'required^ 
to be anfwered by each -member of 'the Sele'ft Committee Severally, dm 
order to collect their fentiments,.- to enable you -to proCeed\a?reeabIy 
‘f-thereto. 

‘^'Having replied -to eachouery in a feparate> paper, leaves .me very 
« little to fey here on dhe LuQedt. I have . included the colonds and. 

« lieutenant-colonels 'in the plan, -more from a defire of removing every 
fpark of envy,, and fhewing our difmterejfednefs in money matters, 
“ which certainly .ought ito be confidered in a plan fo extenfive as this, 
more than, from any -claim of real .right 5 for as- the Company’s cove- 
nanted, fervanta Only-arc-intitled to duflucks/ they certainly can be 
the only perfons intitledto a fhare in, this. trader but ! look upon this 
“ as fo great an objedt,^ that we canj 'without impropriety, make a vo- 
“ luntary tender to thefe gentlemen,, who' are -excluded from receiving 
‘'‘prefents, as well, as the Company’s covenanted fervants. 

* One of the NahobV gu dens near Murfhednbad.. 


As 
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“ As it IS uncertain •mbat number ej minors we may hare upon Hits 
“ eftablifhment, I think, for that reafon, it is not proper to include 
them, and hkcwife as they maybe too numerous a ioay * 

“ I now inclofe yon the Nabob’s perwanahs, &c amounting to one 
“ hundred and fix, which will enable you immediately to enter upon 
“ the contrafts I have been very particular in coUciing the number 
“ of zemindars whofc countries produce any lalt, and think thole I 
“ have fenryou wiU be fuffiaent for the lalt-works dependent on the 
" Fowzdar of Hpogly, as well as for thofe which arc to be under the 
“ management of the gentlemen of Dacca and ChitUgong You will 
“ find mat the zemindars arc entirely put under our authonty, and 
" are to comply with fuch regulations as you lhall think proper to 
“ eftabhlh 

“ I can with plcafure inform you, that I have completed the bufi- 


anfc to the public, and how much he would be embarrafiTed from his 
*• little knowledge in affairs of fo much confequcnce, has, after mature 
'• confideration, agreed to accept of a ftipend of Sicca rupees, g 386,1^1 
** per annum} arid will, in confequcnce of fuch agreement, tirom M 
" the i^atrs of the government into the bands of Mahomed Ressa Caion, 
Doo/ubram, and fuggut Seat, the mtntjlers appointed by TJs , and make 
“ over the management and revenue of the Subdhdary for the payment 
of the forces, relhtution, and other purpofes mentioned in Lord 
“ Clives letter of the nth mftant, provided the fame be duly autho- 
“ nzed and confirmed by the Kuig He was indeed Jo fully perfuaded 
" of the expediency of the mcafures propofed, that be -would have ac- 
" cepted of ffty lacks i but on perceiving how clofely hi was tied up 
‘‘ relative to the allowance made him for his * Affwary, Emaumbarry 
'• expenecs. Zenana, and other articles, I thought the credit of the Com- 

** /„_ -7/.^—- /r It I..I t . 


mg a nrwjyfttm of government, which, if properly adopted, regu- 
lated, and purfued with fieadmefs and firmnefs, bids fiircfi for fetthng 
'■ that tranquillity in the three provinces which has been fo long want- 
mg and confeffed fo cffcntial for the good of the country, the Na- 
bobs cafe, and the profpenty of the Company This profpedl, I 
••emnl ‘0 be of no Itfs importance to our ^honourable 

emplojers, than that of cfiablifliing them m this kingdom beyond 

“ ivl'tloa. 
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tlie attempts of any enemy whatever ; and fccuring fuch real and 
folid advantages as, from our influence, we have a right to expe£t, 
and which mufl: in a ihort time render the company the greatefl: and 
mod: potent commercial body in the world. But an eflential preli- 
minary towards eftablifliing this plan will be, to fecure the dewan^ 
nee, which, though formerly a very diflindt office, is now become 
« fo dependent on the fubahdary, that they cannot with any propriety 
be in two different interefts. This can be very eafily fecured by 
- Lord Clive ; and I make no doubt but it will, on a reprefentation 
« from the Committee to his Lordfhip on the fubjedl. In the courfe of 
regulating this bufinefs with the Nabob, I have had the greatefl at- 
tention to eve? y part of his family y to pren^ent their receiving any ill 
treatment, or bad ufage from him ; their allowance I have fettled as 
follows 5 viz. 


To Seyf al Dowlah 
Mobareck al Dowlah 
Meran’s fon 

The Begum and her family ^ 


Rupees per month. 
fJOOO 

5000 
- cooo 
€t)oo 
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fr 

4 . 


“ Thefe fums, though much more than what has been hitherto ex- 
pended on their account, yet it is neither for our honour or credit, 
to deprive them of a fupport in hfe fiiitable to their rank a 7 id dig?iity. 
I have, for the better fecuring thefe fums to them, got Mahomed 
Reza Khawn, Doolubram, and Juggut Seat, to take upon them the 
charge of this money, to pay it monthly, or as fhall be mofl: agree- 
able to them to receive it. Thefe three perfons are hkewife to have 
the payment of all the Nabob’s feapoys, horfe, fervants, &c. which 
he very readily and with pleafure confented to. 

Nothing now remains to finifh this grand point entirely, but the 
obtaining a funnud from the Kwg, and the executing the obligation 
which is neceflary to pafs between the Company and the Nabob 5 
but I fhall defer this, until I have your's as well as his Lordfliip’s 
authority for fo doing. 

** Since my arrival, I have been extremely w’atcliful over the adions 
of Mahomed Reza Khawn, Doolubram, and Juggut Scat, that I 
might be able to form fbme judgment how the regulations which were 
lately made for the adminiflration of the government were executed ; 
and can w’ith much fatisfadion inform you, that I think every one 
ads witli the greatefl affiduity in his own office, without aiming 

S ft or 
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“ at aiiy encroachment on the partition of authontjf n'e judged ilectf- 
“ fary for the ftcunty of the prefcnt cftablUHmerit \Vhatcyer dttiiiflpti 
“ might have been made on the balanfcc of power by DOoldbram, I Sni 
“ codviriced he is very fenfible of hiS enor, .ahd will '|iVe ho caiife foV 
“ any further fcomplainls There is 'at prelent the peafell hirmony 
“ ind fcordiality fubCIling between the Nabob and nis mihifters, ai 
‘‘ well as between thd rpinifters themlclves, that the belt of confe- 
qnences is to Be cxpeQed' from il, and we may* hope a continuance 
** of It by a little attenfion'‘onIy in the gentleman who relidcS at the 
" Durbar Tie ts extrem^h polite, atid^ very Tractable ‘ 1 

“ cannot conclude thjs hithoutlijentfonifig td you, "Gintlimin, 

“ the very 'extraordinary affiduity and care of Mahomed RezA Khawn 
“ for the good of the Company and the counttyi and from his inde- 
'■ faQgablenefs, joined with a pnneiple of honour and ihtegnty, wo 
*• may expeft affsura foon reduced into good form and order » a thing 
•' fo much to be coveted , 

" In three -or /our days time I hope to Be able io 'fend yob about fwo- 
“ lack's of rupees, but e^eS htfle or hothmg more but I muft re- 
*« queft jhat a tender of this money may be made the jntrchSnts as foon 
“ as the Company is in cafh, and their 'affiura Wl admit of its return,, 
“-havmg giyen my tyord that this arcunjflance wdl be complied with -4 
ir ijbmd "not etbermfe Fa^i Been able to obiotn -ti, tiklefi d bad made 
ufeaf FORCE, h thethod which ought to be avoided,. f 

“ I iim, with the greateft refpeftv. 

*' Gentlemen, ' 


“ Your molt obedient, humble lervanfi 


“ Moradbang, the 28th. 
“ July 1765 ’’ 


(Signed) FRANCIS SYKESv.” 


N- XXXIX. 
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XXXIX. 


Copy of a Letter from Francis Sykesy Efqulrc, Refidcnt at fhc-Dur-' 

bar, to the Secret Committee at Calcutta. Dated the 31ft October 

1765. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident and Governor, 
** and the Gentlemen of the SeleCt Committee. 

j 

‘‘ My Lord and Gentlemen, 

Inclofed I fend you a ftatement of the Bahar revenues, as fixed for 
this yearj with a.^particular account of fuch par,ts as are affigned oyer 
for the payment of the jagueers which have l 3 een granted by royal 
authority, and whofe names I alfo particularize. 

After a ferutiny into feveral years accounts, I find very little has 
been really brought to the credit of the Nizamut, even in the moft 
peaceable 'times 5 but in Meer Jaffier’s it has been a very heavy ex- 
pence to him 5 little pr nothing, I find, being collcded even to fup- 
port a part of the charges attending it. By the bell accounts that I 
“ can learn, we lliall hardly come up to the prefent flatement, though 
I thought it would be better not to rate it lower this year, , and the 
next we might -with more propriety judge of its real value. The 
expence in Ramnarain’s, as well as in the prefent Nabob 'kraam-al 
“ Dowlah’s time, has been charged at 2,153,934— 2--i’o, as. you will 
“ obferve by the account I now inclofe you. I have examined very 
narrowly into every article, and have, with the - afiiftance of .Ma- 
homed Reza Khawn, reduced the expence to rupees 750,920, though 
“ Hill great and heavy 3 yet the minifters declare to me, that there is 
no fuperfluous expence in that fum j that, it will, require the full 
number of people mentioned to colleCt the revenues properly, and 
pay the different contingent expences which muft necefifanly happen 
in fo extenfive a country. ’ ^ 

“Mahomed Reza Khawn, Doolubram, 6cc. would, with your con- 
“ fent,^ adopt the ibllo wing plan. Nabob Itraam al;Dowlah to return 
to his itation:, Dirgenarain to remain alfo ^ and' two overfeers on the 
part of the Company, .and one on that of the minijlers of the govern-- 
“ ment, to remain, not only as checks on their adions, but to enable 
* them to proceed in the eolledtons with the greateft alacrity. ' Had 
not our connexions with the brothers of the. above-mentioned Par- 
'S 2 - fons 
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“ Tons made it neccflary to give them our countenance, and a propeir 
“ influence in the country, 1 fliould be entirely for having a new clafi 
“ of people of Icls confequence, more adhve, and their expences con- 
“ fidcrably lefs, to manage the affairs 6f that province, and who would 
“ be more inclinable to obey any orders they might receive fhpm hence 
" than they have lately fliewed Whatever arrangements you may think 
“ proper to makcf the fooner it is concluded on .the better, as every 
“ tbmg ts at an entire Jiop, nor can the mtmjlers procure anyfatufaitory 
“ anfwer, fa as to inform tbemfehes of the progrcls that has been made 
“ in the rents 

“ In the account of jagueers and chanty-Iandi, which I'now fbrward 
“to your Lordfhip, &c amounting to 2,018,714—10—0 there wdl 
“ be (m confequence of our late agreement) that which the Nabob 
“had, amounting to 902,960— S— 15, to be- brought^ tv. tbe Cdmpanys 
“ credit, alfo tbefum of 290,707—14—0 which' has beep kept up under 
“ the head of jagueers, and has been an impofibon, as fio perfon *can 
“ claim It, or any part thereof, either by an ■authonty of royal fun- 
“ nuds, or as- a gin of the Nabobs j lb that it mn^ be a fraud ift thofe 
“ who had the management of afiairsi The, fnm alliwcd for chanty 
“ IS bulky 1 and 1 make no doubt, if it was ifli.my power to enquire 
“ into thatamcle, we would find the greateff part mifapphed 1 ^ 

“ I have been greatly retarded in lending yon the inclofed acconnfs 
“ by the many impofioons the Patna Mntfeddees, Congoes, tcc wanted 1 
'' to have continued and confirmed! not only 10 the value of the pro- 
“ since and in the account of expences, but in, the amount of each , 
“ perfonspagueJrj many of whom had 'charged 'more than their fun- 
“ nuds intitlcd them to receive, m cxpeflations that no inquiry would i 
“ be made into then right. In fllort, an entire reformation wants tp 
“ be made, fooner or, later, which if yoU Ihould'not have done now, I 
“ would recommend its taking place ig Apnl next, when the Poonca ig 
" made, and the value of cacji Purgunnab is fixed, or as foon as* you , 
“ think It, will betmoff cpnfillent with the plan of government you arp 
“ defitoUt of forming 

I “ A regular and properr mode once fixed on, and men of a&Vity, 

" fleadmeft, and integrity employed in the management of the collec- 
“ tions, who will 1 pay a proper, attention to the frontier provmccs, Ii 
^ 'am confident! that the province oF Bahar will then yield very little 
“ Ihort of one crore of rupees The jagueers. and chanty-lands Aand at 
'■ the old rents, or at what they paidmany years ago They will cer- 
" timXj now predate double the amount, and ig point of nght, the fur- 
"plus, whateient may be, exceeding the amount which the funnuds 
, •' igtitle 
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« 'intitle the proprietors to, ought to be brought to, the 'ci edit’ of the 
Company. Before I have done with this fubjedt it wjll be ncceilary 
to .mention, that Shetabroy, as King’s Dewan, has the depaitment of 
die Klialfah*; wherein not only, revenues* but duties arifing’jto the 
'^government yearly, the amount ‘not incwfideiable, ought to be 
" added to this account, I have, applied not only to Itraam al Dow*- 
" lah, but to the Patna Mutfeddees,- alhof whom > decline, giving pie 
" any account of die fame, referring me to Shetabroy for them; ' As 
" this gentleman is now in Calcutta, you will be beft. able to adjuft 
" this matter with him. 

. “The duties arifing from the Punchuttrah • office at MurQiedabad, 
“ only a few years ago, amounted to rupees 384,000. I find there is ' 
“ now exifting fcarcely any thing more than the name. I.'liave ac- 
“ cordingly got -Mahomed Reza Khawn, 6cc. to appoint a perfoii of 
“ integrity and.affiduity. to infpedl into die Daroga’s proceeding?, and 
“ keep an exadl account of the duties anfing to the government, as has 
“ been for many years cftabliffied. The like regulations I have defired 
'' might take place in die Tankfall']’, where abufes appear equally 
“ grea^.-^ > 

“I. find it will' be ablblutcly ncceflary fopic regulations fiiould be 
** fixed oiiTor the government of the Cliokeys all over the country, for 
“ which purpofe I have got Mahomed Reza Khawn to write to the 
“ Fowzdacs and Zemindars of the different provinces, for an exadl ac- - 
“Count of. all the Chokeys now kept up, that a proper arrangement ^ 
“ may be made, and a few confiderable ones cftablifiicd in the moiff' 
“ convenient" parts 'of the, country; which wjll.anfwer the purpofe : 
“ much more effe( 51 ;ually than the fuperfluous.n'umber'that^dp;.h0w exifi:, 
which have, in fome degree only ferved to fubvert tlle.tru‘e,.intent for 
“which they were ordered, and throwing, a. number. of difficulties- in j 
the \yay of trade in general. 

“Fraud, arid villainy appears- tq have been carried 'to fo” great a 
'' height in every department, that I am no longer furprized that the 
“'Nabobs- of lata have been To much . difireffed in their, government. 

“ A total change, by degrees, muft be made ; and it can only be by 
“^degrees brought about, . without greati diftiirbance and- murmuiing 
“•all over the country. Tam exerting my utnioft endeavouis for that 
“-purpofe: but have' tO'fhruggle with . every, difficulty ‘that can be 
“‘thrown in my way by minifters, .Mutfeddees, Congoes, &c. and. 
“•their ^dependents. Yet with a proper fupport .from you, .1 >make not 

* Cro>/n lapds. t .The nunf. 


“ thc» 
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“ the lead doubt, in fime, but I fliall accomplifli your mod languine 
•' cxpcidations 

“ Rcprefcotations of late have been made to me Jby the Zemindan 
of different villages, that the King is filing Dawks* from Dls- 
“ habad to this place and Calcutta ( that it Will be a very great 
“ burthen to the inhabitants in many parts of the country, af they 
“ are under a neceflity of fupporting them with the ufual necella- 
" ties, having already both the Company s and the Nabobs Dawks 
“ to provide for, and requed they imay be reheved from Co heavy 
“ a grievance 

“ Inclofed I fend you a letter- which I have received from Captain 
" M'Pherfon, rCprefenting the hardOiip he has laboured under fince 
his being ordered on the Moradbaug edabhOiment, in being de- 
“ pnved the receiving of any batta, notwithdanding a detachment 
*' at Cofllmbazar has been allowed it I requed your Lordlhip, &c 
“ will take his cafe into confideration and fliould it not be incpnfident 
“ with the rules and regulations then edabhlhed, I deCre you will 
“ order him to receive at lead half batta, agreeably to what Was al- 
" lowed the Coflimbazar detachment, as an bunirti and tsstniy rupeu 
*• bar been the only fum be bat bad to Sve in ftnee bis reftdence there 

“ I am, with the greated rclpea, 

“ My Lord and Gentiemew, 

1 

“ Your mod obedient, humble fervant, 

(Signed) '-FRANCIS SYKES." 

“ ■)• Mootejil, the 3 1 d Oc« 

- tober 1765 


+ A prdca of Ac Ntbob 1 , nor lie citjr of MorihcdiMd 


N*'XLi 
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1^0 XL.. 

Copy of aLotter from Francis Syhs, Efquire, Refident at the Durbar, 
to the SeleSI Committee at CaJcatta. Dated the 17th Nov. 1765. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Clive^ Prehdent and Governor* 
“ and the Gentlemen of the Seledt Committee. 

— 

My Lord' and Gentlemen* 

I 

” Your Lordihip’s, &c. favours of the ^h atid-y^h inHant I have 
received: - - ' * * 

Inclofed I fend you an * account of the* revenues, as concluded 
on with the Fowzdars^ Zemindars, '&c. fpr the prefent year 1765; 
amounting to 16,029,016 — 10-72 Tiipees, charges included ; with an 
“ account of what has been already colleded, how it has been dif* 
‘‘ burfed' to the laft of Rubby aVsany, or the l6th Odober, in order that 
you may have a true and exad Rate of affairs of this ^ province to that 
/?.timet and fliall fjom henceforward fend ’you a monthly treafury ac» 
count, that you may be acquainted regularly with the hate of the 
treafury here^ 

“ On my arrival here* I found that the revenues arifing fro,m the 
“ different provinces and purgunnahs which compofe Bengal had been 
rated, though not finally concluded with the different officers of the 
government. In examining into this bufinefs, and by comparing 
the value of the different diftrids of the country with what they were 
rated at in Allaverdy Khawn’s time* Serajah al Dowlah's, 'Meer 
“ Jaffier’s, &C.. I found many fell greatly fhort of what they had pro-* 
*^‘.duced, taking, the medium of feveral years. I therefore defiredthat 
‘‘ this important matter might be reconfidered ; and after a fevv days at-*‘ 
tention to this particular, I have the fatisfadion to inclofe you a Rate- 
ment, which, I make no doubt, will meet with your approbation. In 
“ this agreement I have aimed at a certain equitable and juR valuation 
between tho proprietor and the tenant, without lubjeding ourfelves 
to any juR imputation of feverity: and though I do not find that 
Bengal alone ever produced to the Nabob the amount as appears by 
the neat balance, except in the time "of Coffini Ally Khawn, yet I ant 
“ confident, with goo'd management, we 'may reafonably exped an 
^ increafe, without the leaR oppreffion to the farmers or tenants. Some 
S degree* 
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'■ degree oT ngour may be nereflary this year, to roufe the Zemindars 
“ and collcflors from thatdethar^ which they have been in, and con- 
'• Vince them we are determined to put a flop to the fcandalons prac- 
•' tices fo frequently committed all'over India, and that tbc iptlfare of 
the Nahob and our enf layers is -our olyeB, by recermng the jufl revenues 
“ due to the government 

•• I lhall exert myfelf to the utmoft of my power, to have the full 
“ amount of ficca rupees 1 5,004,8^— 2— j re^Iarly and properly col- 
“ leSed Fifty lacks of which I flatter myfelf I fliall have in the trea- 
fucy bj the iith of February, which includes the December pay- 
•‘mentsj as, by an eflabhflicd cuflom, a months credit is always 
•“ given Should it fo happen that I am dilappointed in my expeiSa- 
*' tions, I requeft your Lordfliip, See, wdl not impute it to any neg- 
“ Icfl, or fault on my part, but to the confequcncc of a number of 
“ arcumftances entirely independent of me, which a bufinels of this 
‘ nature is ever hable to I moft heartily wilh fome method could be 
" taken to prevent the gentlemen, civil as well as mditary, from lend- 
'' ing for the different officers • of the government on every fnvolous 
“pretence, by which 'the colleSions arc greatly impeded and owing 
■“ to the diftance fuch circumftances happen from me, 1 find it ra molt 
“ difficult matter to be a proper judge, wbether_^they are afting in 
“ \irtue of their ftation, or in open violence to your orders 

“ The expences of mohurrees, pikes, fervants, burkandaxes, roads, 
" chant), with other contingent articles attending the colledbons, 
“ amounting to rupees 1,024,129—7—7, are large and enormous, not- 
“ withftandingl have retrenched them above one half Yet I cannot 
“ with any propriety attempt to reduce them lower this year, parti- 
“ cularly as the miniflers declare they are not only reafonablc, but'in- 
•" difpcnfably ncccffary However, as I get a greater infight into the 
" nature of thefc charges, and the colleftions in general, I fliall be 
•' better able to judge what arc fuperflnous, and what not fo and 
“ every regulation and plan of oeconomy, in order to reduce this ar- 
'• tide, lhall always eagerly be embraced and forwarded to your Lord- 
“ Ihip, fee as eipeditioufly as pofliblc 


TllunoJn to «ntjaice-rn 7 common orEojIiH rntlJemeii wktiUraTcmnr on tie coootrT 
ricJint to the /jmmdjr, for proriSoru .od Berner, fir tlelr pafinqoeem, the uioont of 
*hKh the Zemimlir loferlrd imo^ the cherje, ot the colleafin or die terkd It open the not, 
cr filmy c In «etent tiiM the rmpero, . offiem *ere.l«p. fo complimented whra tnrelliPE 
t;the/emled.n ontherotd ^ee fie BngBlh Compu, beeeme the SovetcKni that fermett, 
c.r.l.eJmniutjr here boohed on fi fie fimtl,*ht end ban£ verp nmnmni the frtqoenCT 
<1 feth ippItcaUMj »ii become tfcnhlcfOTDCaad oppfcffiTC, *» ' i / 


“ Your 
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Your Lordfhip, &c. will qbferve in the account o£ revenues, a 
‘f number of purgunnahs which have no charges annexed to them-. This 
« is owing to Ae Zemindar letting them on a leafe for .three or four 
“ years; and the expences which are allowed under the head of Nan- 
“ car, &c. by agreement, is given up to the Zemindar^ and the tenant 
** is to have, for his profits, whatever he can colledt above the fura fti- 
pulated to be paid to government. By this means it will always be' 
** difficult to obtain the true value of the laiids, and it is an evil which 
** muft be rectified. ' 

‘' I have fupplied the factories of'-Coffimbazar and Dacca with cafh 
“ for the ufe of their inveftments, agreeable to your Lord/hip*s, &c. or- 
ders ; the former with three lacks of ficca rupees,, and the latter with 
“ one of-arcots; and to-moirow morning fhall fend you down, under 
** the care of a party of feapoys, fix lacks. ' ' , - ^ 

I have had much difficulty in procuring an account^of the receipts 
and difburfements made this year, and delayed fending you the 
account of the revenues, in expedation of forwarding you this at 
“ the fame time ; but though I have now drawn it out, I find fo many 
articles neceflary to be explained, and fo many inaccuracies appear-' 
*5 ing, that I am ftill obliged to poftpone forwarding, it, till it can.be 
thrown into a form which will meet with your approbation. 

“ Furrock-Baug, one of the Nabob’s garden-houfes, being greatly 
out of repair, and one of the rooms already fallen in, the minijiers 
would be glad of your -permijjion to lay out a fmall fum of money on that' 
building, to prevent^ its becoming an entire ruin, 

I am, ' ^ 


with the greatcft refpecft, 

- “ My Lord and Gentlemen, - 

- N ' J 

Your mofi: humble fervant^ 


Mootejil, the lyth 
“ Nov. 1765.” 


- (Signed) ‘rp* SYKES/' 


T 
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CoP^ of a Letter from the Right Honourable Robert Lord CUve to 
the BireSors of the Eaji India Company 'Dated, Berkele7-fquare, 
the 27th April 1764- 

» 

To the Honourable the Court of Direflors for afifeu^ of the Umted 
Company of Merchants of England, trading to the Ball Indies. 

“ Gentiemew, 

" In obedience to your commands, 1 now tranCnit the purport of 
“ what 1 had the honour to reprcfent to yon by word of mouth at the 
“ lad Court of Dire< 3 or», with lome other particulars, which flipped'^ 
" my memory at that time 

Having taken into confideration your Tetter lent me by the fecre-< 
" tary, at alfo the requell of the General Court of Proprietors, I thmlc 
“ myfelf bound in honour to accept of the charge of your affairs m 
" Bengal^ provided you will co-operate with and amft mem fuch man- 
“ ner, that I may be able to anfwcr the expeiffations and mtentions of 
" the General Court ' ' 

*■ As an indindual, 1 can have no temptation to undertake this ar» 
“ duous talk r and nothing but the defire I have to be ufefnl to my 
“ country, and to manifeit my gratitude todus Company, could make 
“ me embark m this lervicc, attended as it is with fo many inconve- 
“ mcncics to myfelf and to ray family I cannot avoid acknowledg- 
“ mg, that 1 quit my native country with fome degree of regret and! 

diffidence, on leaving beliind me (as 1 certainly do) a very divided; 
“ and ddlmGcd direilion, at a time when unanimity is more than ever- 
“ rcqnjfitc for the canying into execution, fuch plans as arc ablblutely 
“ neceflary to the well being of the Company. 

“ I ffiall now enter into a fliort difeuffion of your politfcal, coim- 
“ mcrcial and oulitary afliurs in Bengal, without fearching mto the 
“ ^let of the unhappy rei olution in favour of Coflim Ally Khawn 
•• I ITiaU onb remark, that if the lame plan of politics had been pur- 
fued after he was placed on the throne, as that which. 1 bad obferved 
towards his prcdcccffor, he might «ith great cafe have remained 
* !■ to this daj, without having it in his power to injure cither hun- 
•• UU or the Compny in the manner he has lately done 


Indeed 
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Indeed Mr. Vaniittart’s ideas in politics have di/Fered fo widely 
‘‘ from mine, that either the one or the other muft have been totally in 
the wrong. Soon after Coffim Ally Khawn was raifed to his new' 
dignity, he was fuffcred to retire to a very great diftance from his 
capital, that our influence might be felt and dreaded as little as pof- 
“ Able by him. He was fuffered to difmifs all thofe old officers who 
•‘had any ‘ conned:ioti with, or dependence upon us; and what was 
the worfl: of all, our faithful friend and ally, Rarnnarain, the Nabob 
“ of Patna, was given up ; the doctrine of the.Subah’s independency 
“ was adopted, and every method was put in pradiice to^ confirm him 
•‘ in it. We need not feek for other caufes of the war, for it is noVv 
“ fome time that things have been carried to fuch lengths abroad, that 
“ either the princes of the country muff: in a great meafure be dependent 
‘‘ on us, or we totally fo on them. , 

“ That the public and continued difapprobation of Coffim Ally’s ad^ 
“ vancernent to the government, expreffed by the gentlemen of Cal- 
cutta, increafed the Nabob’s jealoufies, is moft true ; and that it was 
« the duty of every one, after the revolution was once eflecSled, to 
“ concur ^ heartily in every meafure to fupport it, cannot be denied. 
•' 7/ // likewife true^ that the encroachments * made upon the Nabob's . 

preferiptive rights by the Governor and Councih and the rejl of the 
** Servants trading in the articles of fait, beetle and tobacco, together 
•‘ with the power given^ by Mr. Vanffttart to fubjed our gomaffahs, or 
“ agents, to the jurifdidion and inlpedion of the country goveinment, 
••all concurred to haflen and bring on the late troubles', but ftill the 
•• ground-work of the whole was the Nabob’s independency. It is im- 
“ poflible to rely upon the moderation and juftice of muflulmen. Strid 
•‘ and impartial juilice Ihould ever be obferved, but let that juflice 
come from ourfelves. The trading therefore in fait, beetle and to- 
“ bacco, having been one caufe of the prefent difputes,^ I hope thefe articles 
•• v)tll be ref or ed^ to the Nabob, and your fervants abfolutely forbid to trade 
in them. This will be fnking at the root of the eviL 
“ The prohibition of duflucks to your junior fervants will, I hope,' 
•‘ to reflore that oeconomy which is fo neceflary in your fervice; 
mdeed if fbme method be not thought of^ and your Council do not 
heartily co-operate with your Governor to prevent the fuddeii acqui- 
**ftton of fortunes, which have, taken place of late, the Company’s af- 
fairs muff: greatly fuffer. ' What power it may be proper to inveff: me 
nemedy thofe great and growing evils, will merit your ferious 
f ^ means to alleviate, in fbmc meafure,- the dif- 

latisradion that fuch reftridions upon the commercial advantages of 

T 2 yoiir 
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“ your fervants may occaCon in them, tt ts my full tnlenttm not to tn- 
" £<>5^ myfelf , fo that they will divide amongft them 

“ what ufcd to be the governors portion of commercial advantages, 
“ which was always very confiderabic 

“ As my expenence in military matters hath arifen from manyycirs 
“ pradtice, I hope what I have to lay before yon on this fubjeift, will have 
“ that attention paid to it which I ardently with it may for the good of the 
" Company I would propofe that you Ihould always have m Bengal, 
" four, or at lead three thoufaod Europeans;' to confift of three bat- 
“ talions of feven hundred each , foilr companies of artillery, of one 
" hundred each, and five hundred hght-horfc Your forces haVe done 
“ great things, and gamed great honour, but much is ftill wantmg to 
“ bring them to that due obedience and fubdrdination which is con- 
“ Cftent with the true intijreft of the fervicc Whilft lb many of his 
Majefty a forces were abroad, and fo few of your own, two or three 
•“ field ’ officers in your iemee might anfwer the pnrpole But now 
" that his Majefty s troops arc recalled, yon Ihould immediately ondea- 
“ vour to fupply the definency I would thtrefore recommend the 
" appomtmg three field officers to every battahon, a Colonel, Lieu- 
" tenanf'CoTonel and Major i and the officers I would chufe to com- 
«• mwd the battahons, Ihould be Major Camae, Captain Richard Smith,. 
" and Major Prefton You have already done jnlhce to Major Camac's 
“ charaQer, by reinftating him m the command of your forces in Ben- 


^ and appointments The military merits of the other two gentlemea 
V hkcwilc well acquainted with» having both received from 

the Court marks of approbation for tbcir diftmguiChcd fcrviccs To- 
* comn^d your artillciy, I would recommend Sir Robert Barker^ 
*t abilities in that department ha^'c been exceeded by no officer 
€1 k ^ your fcrvice Your fcapoys arc already commanded 

by Major Knor, whofc merits I could wifli to have rewarded with a 
Cieutenaat-rolonel’s commiffion Yonr horfe, when raifed, Ihould 
«. “ Licutenant-colonel, or Miyor I have very ftrong 

^ons to wiffi this idea of regimenting your troops may take place j 

I ffillf not be aL to'enforce^P^ 
expenccsi which have been 

a«mlhnt weight, and haiefwallowcd up your revenues. 

•' to^t^fa few^^h*^ b whatever emoluments L unavoidable may fall 
. to thofc few, who by having been long, arc high in your femee, 

2 <» whether 
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whether civil' or military. Thus will the expence he fcarce felt by 
** the Company, in comparifon to what it is at p'refent, when foi want 
of due fubordinatioh every one thinks himfelf entitled to every advan- 
tage : and the juniors’ in your, fervice will be excited' to exert them- 
felves, from a certain knowledge That application and abilities only 
can''reftore them to their native countiy, -with fortunes honourably 
acquired. 

Before t leave the fubjedt of military affairs, Tfliall take the liberty 
to recommend to your cohlideta!tion my ideas concerning the pre- 
fdht method of levyihg’ your tro6’p§ in' Eifgland.., It is certain, at 
“ prefent, this biancli iswery irregulaily cqnduded, little regard is had 
to the choice of the men^ they arrivedn India undifciplined, and ih 
“ cafe of fudden emergencies, which may require a number to be im- 
mediately difpkt'ched to India,' 'there are none ready to fend i for al- 
though this' has fortunately not been the cafe fince the conclufion of 
*‘The peace',* 4 he facility of getting men has arifen’ from the numbers 
'•' lately difmiffed from his Majefliy's fervice, -but the fatrie difficulties as 
ever will very fhortly ' commence again, as foon as jthefe difbanded 
troops have betaken themfelves ' to other employments. I would 
-^therefore fuggefti.’that the Company fliould -apply to his M^efty-for 
permiffion to maintain' two battalions of 500 men each in England ’: 
•' of which the vvhole, ^of any part,’’ with the proper bfficer^, maybe 
•' ready to be fhipped at a monaenfs warning. Juftice to the charadter 
** of two officers who have rendered the Company moft important fer- 
vices,' alone induces me to lecommend that you fhould pay the com- 
pliment of the command' of the battalions to Colonel Coote and Co- 
" lonel Ford. Although there may appear at firft fight fome difficulties 
in the executive plan; yet, , as F do not doubt of the Concurrence of 
" the adminiftration to any propofals effentially neceffary to the Com- 
“ pany's interefl, T imagine they will give their affiftance to fo falutary 
a meafure; - - - 

The heart-burnings and diiputes which fe’em to have fpread arid 
over-run y6ur fettlemenf* of ’Calcutta, arofe, I much Tear,' Originally 
from your appointment of Mr. Vafihttdrt to the government of Bengal 
« from another fettJement, - 2\.xhoM^ his promotion was the effedt of my 
recommendation. The appointment therefore of Mr. Spencer from 
“ Bornl^y cdn only fend to inflame thefe dijfenflons, and to deftroy all thojfe 
•• advantages which the Company can only exp'edl to reap from har- 
mony and unanin^tty amongft their fervants abroad. The rcfignations; 
of MelT, Verelft, Cartier^ and many others 'of ihe fenior fervants, 

- “ which 
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“ which muft be the confeqnencc of Mr Sfpencer s appointment, will 
" dcpnv-e me of thofe very gentlemen on whofc affiftance I depend for 
“ rc-cftabhflimg your afJairs m Bengal Mn Sumner has already coroc^ 
" under your conCderauon, as a fitperfon to fucceed Mr VanCuart 
" and on my being propofed to take upon me the government, has de- 
'■ fired to accompany me as fecond in council injulhec to Mr Sum- 
" nets merit, I mull fay, that I thmk him a verjf capable fervant of the 
“ Company’s, and one who I am perfuaded will co operate with me, 
“ to the utmoft of his abilities, for the good of the fervice Nor would 
" I with him to go abroad with me, were I not convinced I thould be 
" able to place him ■Tn that degree of confidence and good-wiU with 
" Jafiier Ally Khawn as tvdl certamly be neceffary in aperfon deftined 
" to be my fuccefibr 

" I hope, before I conclude, you will be perfuaded that I can bave 
“ no mterejied views tn going abroad I do not mean to refled on thofe 
" who thought proper to reward and diftinguilh Mr Vanfittart fo re- 
“ markably, by adding to the ufual allowances of the Governor two 
and an half per cent upon the Company s territorial polTcflions, which 
" made the whole of his appomtments more than 20 , 000 1 a year I 
fliall onljr fiw, 1 thnt fuci appointments too great a buriben on the 
•' Companrt ejlate j and leave it to you, gentlemen, to make me wbat- 
ever allowance you may think confident with my Ifodon 
“ I need not repeat the nature of my ptetenCons to tbejagueer the 
“ late revolutions in favour of Meer Jaffier, and the inJtnsSions 1 have 
“ ftnt to mv attomiet, in confequence of your flopping it, will, I make 
“ not the leaft doubt, be the means of having it confirmed to me in the 
•' flrongeft manner that the enftoms of India will admit, and the laws 
“ of England require. But as there would be a very great impropriety 
“ in my going abroad in the Company’s fervice, with a law-fuit of this 
confequence depending between us, allow me to fuggeft to you the 
'• expediency of refernng the matter to a General Court of Propnetors, 
With the propofal I now make 

“ That I fliall enjoy my juagueer for ten years, provided the Com- 
pany flinll remain fo long in poDTeflion of thofe lands of which the 
“ ja^eer is the quit rent and, provided 1 Ihould live fo long, at the 
» end often years, or at my death, if that fliould happen foil, mv 
.. Vv r ccafa » and, on my arrival m India, 

1 fliall ufe my utmofl endeavours with the Nabob to fccure the 

(nu fcrvicc I fubmit to the confideiation of the Ditcftors and Pro- 

“ pnetors 
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** prietors {but do not infift upon it) whether it cannot be continued 
“ to my heirs for five years. 

I have the honour to be, 

> 

** Gentlemen, , 

** Your moft obedient, humble- fervant. 


** Berkeley-fquare, 
27th April 1764.’* 


(Signed) « CLIVE**” 
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Copr of the Contract entered into by Harry Vereljii Efquire, Supef- 
vifbr of Burdnvan, and the Junior Servants of that Factory, with 
the Committee of Tirade at Calcutta j whereby they engage to deliver 
to the Committee all the fait produced in that province* 

Tins Indent u RE, made the day of in the 

fifth year^of the reign of, &c. and in the year of our Lord one thoufand^ 
feven hundred and fixty-five, between Wilham Brightwell-^umner, Harry 
Vereijt, Ralph Leycefler^ and George Gray of Calcutta in the kingdom of 
Bengal, in the Eaft Indies, Efquires, being a Committee duly autho- 
rized, conftituted, and appointed by the Proprietors intitled to the' 
exclufive joint trade of fait in the faid kingdom of Bengal, for the ma- 
naging and carrying on the faid exclufive joint trade, of the one part ; 
and the laid Harry V ^irelfl and fames Lawrell, Henry Goodwin and fames 
of Calcutta aforefaid, gentlemen, on the other part. Whereas 
in and by a certain deed,' or inftrument in writing, bearing date the 
1 8 th Day of September lydy, and made, or mentioned to be made, 
between the faid proprietors to the faid exclufive trade on the one 
part, and the laid William -Brightwell Sumner, Harry V^ereHl, Ralph- 
Leyceftler, and George Gray on the other part, they, the faid proprie- 
tors, did give and grant unto them the laid William Brightwell Sumner,, 
Harry Verelfir, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, and their fucceflbrs, 
full power and lawful authority to bind' themfelves jointly with them, 
the faid proprietors, and their fucceflbrs, their heirs, executors, and 
adminiftrators, for the doings making, executing, and performing of ^ 
any contra6t, or agreement in writing, refpebling the conducting and 
the faid exclufive joint-trade and merchandize. And whereas 
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they the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James 
Afhbnmer, npon their application and requeft, have obtained liberty 
and hcence from the faid Committcy to work the callancs (or falt-pans) 
in the province of Burdwan,' in the Kmedom of 'Bengal aforcfaid, and 
to make fait there for their own benefits ajnd concerns, bat fubjcifr to 
fuch duties and taxes as the PrcCdent and Council of Fort-William, or 
the Committee of Lands by them appointed, lhall from time to time 
think fit to impofc Now this Indenture Witnesseth, tljat fpr and 
in tonfideration of, the covenants and agreements herein after referved 
and contained, and which by the faid Harry Verelft; Ijames Lawrell, 
Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their executors and adminiftra- 
tors, on their parts and behalves, are, or ought to be done, performed, 
fulfilled, and kept, they the faid WiUiam Bnghtwell Sumner, Harry 
Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, conftituting a committee 
as aforefaid, in virtue of all and every the powers and anthoritie8,to 
them delegated, and enabling them on that behalf, and divers ‘plher 
good caufes and valuable confiderations thereunto moving, they the faid 
Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afbumer, 
do hereby, for ftiemfelves, their bars, executors, and admimftrators, co- 
venant, promile, and agree to and with the faid Committee, that they 
the find Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James A(h- 
burner, (hall ufe their utmoft endeavours, care, dihgence, and expe- 
dition in managing, condudting, and carrying on the faid trade, or 
bufinels of making fait m the province aforeCud and that they the &id 
Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhbumcr, 
their heirs, executors, and admimftrators, ,fhall dehver, or caulc to be 
^livcrcd, all the fait by them the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, 
Henry Goodwin, and James Afhbtimcr, made, or that (hall hereafter, to 
the 31ft of Auguft lyOfi, be made in the provmce of Burdwan afore- 
fiud, to be dehvered into the golahs at Safluttca and Sampore, villages 
in the purgunnah of Mundleghatt, to the fiud Committee, and their 
fuccelTors, or their agent or agents duly authonzed and appointed by 
them to rKcue the fame, from time to time during the courfe of the 
^on, whofe receipt (hall be a fufficicnt indemnification to the faid 
Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afliburner, 
them executors and admimftrators, for fo much fait as (hall be fo deli- 
vered as aforcfaid , or if afterwards the find committee (hall fo think 
proper, the ^e (hall be by them the find Harry Verelft, James Law- 
rell, Henrv Goodwin, and James Alhbumer, or their heirs, executors, 

A' markets of Omtah and Guttaul, 
there to be dehvered to fuch perfon or perfons, ns (hall be appointed to 

receive 
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received the fame ; they, the faid Committee, allowing and paying un- 
to the faid Hari*}^ Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and JameS 
Afliburner, and their executors or adminiftratois, the rcafonable charges 
which fliall attend tlie tranfporting the fame, accoiding to a juft cfH-J 
mate to be made thereof, together with an equitable allowance for rijfle : 
and that all the fiid fait ftiall be delivered into the faid golahs, at'Saf-, 
futtea and Samporc, or be tianfported to the faid markets of Omtah 
and Guttaul, as aforefnid, on or bcfoic the 31ft: day of Auguft 1766. 
And that tlicy the faidHariy Vciclft, James LawrcII, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Aftibuincr, their executors or adminiftrators, fliall and will 
well and truly bear, pay, and fuftain all and all manner of duties and 
taxes that have been and now arc accuftomed to be paid for or on ac- 
count of the United Eaft India Company, and all charges, damages,' 
cxpences, demands, and i'mpofitions whatfoever that fliall hereafter 
happen, arife, or acciuc foi, 01 by means or reafon of the mak ng, 
delivering, and tranfporting the faid fait in manner and form afore- 
faid (fave and except fuch leafonable charges as ftiall anfe or accrue by 
leafon of tranfporting the faid fait to the markets aforefaid, which the 
faid Committee are to bear, pay, and fuftain) or on them the fiid V/il- 
liam Brightwcll Sumner, Harry Vcrclft, Ralph Lcyccftcr, and George 
Gray, or any other perfon or perfons in re fpc(^l thereof; and alfo fave 
and except fuch frefti taxes and duties which ftiall hereafter be taxed, 
or laid upon the faid callaries, more than what are now accuftomed to 
be paid to, for, or on account of the faid United Eaft India Company 
aforefaid, which the fiid Committee aic from time to time to pay and 
difeharge unto them the faid Harry Vcrclft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Aftiburner, their executors and adminiftrators. 
And that they the faid Harry Vcrclft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Aftiburner, their executors and admiiiiftratofs, fhall not nor 
will, at any time during the faid term, fell, fend, or difpofe of any 
quantity of fait w’hatfoever, to be made at the callaries aforefaid, to any 
perfon or perfons w^hatfoever ; but ftiall and will deliver all fuch fait 
produced or to be produced from the callaries in the faid province of 
Burdwan, or tranfpoit the fame, if required as aforefaid, as clear, pure, 
and in as good order and condition as colledled from the fait pans, at 
the eftabhftied weight, for the whole, or rate of eighty-two ficca weight per - 
Jeer, and forty fuch feers per maund, wdth the cuftomary and ufual al- 
lowances on weighing of fait at the faid callaries, to fuch perfon or per- 
fons,' and at fuch places as are herein before-mentioned. And the faii 
\Villiam Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George, 
Gray, conftituting, 6cc. do hereby for themfelves, and for them the faid 

U proprietors 
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propnctors intjded to the fiid exclufive joint trade, and their fuc- 
ceuors, jointly covenant promife, and agree to and with the faid Many 
"Verclft, James Lawrcll, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their 
heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, that they the faid Wilham Bngbt- 
well Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leyceftcr and George Gray, and 
the iiud propnetors and their lucceflbrs, £hall pay or caufe to be paid 
unto them the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell Henry Goodwin, 
and James Afhbumer, their heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, for 
every one hundred maunds of fait, fo to be delivered into the golahs 
at Saffuttea and Sampore, or to be tranljiortcd m manner and form aforc- 
laid, the fum of Jevtntj five ficca rupees, of good and lawful money, to 
he accounted and calculated at and after the rate of lixteen per cent 
batta in fuch manner and form, at fuch times, and in fuch propor- 
tions as herein after mentioned that is to lay, the fnm of fix fixteenth 
parts of the money to be advanced unto them the faid Harry Verelft, 
James Lawrell, Henry Goodwm, and James Aftibumer, for the quan- 
tity of fait to be dehvered according to the true intent and meamng 
hereof, the fame to be payable and paid m and before the expiration 
of the month of September now next enfuing the date hereof and the 
further fum of fix fixteenth parts thereof to be payable, and paid m and 
before the month of November following, and the r emainin g further 
fum of four fixteenth parts thereof, they the faid Harry Vereftl, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Aftibumer, do hereby dgree to 
take and accept of a bond from the faid Committee for the famet bear- 
ing date the 31ft day of January 1766, and to be payable, and paid at 
the end or expiration of fix calendar months from the date thereof, 
v ith intereft at and after the rate of ten per cent per annum , Pao- 
1 innn ncvcrthclcls, and it is hereby further agreed, by and between 
all the faid parties to thclc prefents, and the true intent and meaning 
of them and of thefe prefents are, that in cafe the Hud Harry Verelft, 
James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Aftibumer, their heirs, 
executors, or admimftrators, Ihould not deliver or caufe to be deli- 
vered into the faid golahs at Saffuttea and Sampore, or tranfport or 
taufe to be tranTponed to the faid markets of Omtah and Guttoul,’ m 
manner and form aforefaid, a quantity of Jalt equal in value to thc^fe- 
sc-al films or ftated pjments fo to be advanced them as aforefaid. that 
then and in Aat cafe, the Cud Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
f.uodwin, and James Aftbumcr. do hereby for thcmfclves, their heirs 
executors, and adminiftrators, coicnant, promife, and aeree to and 
nith the faid Committee and their fucceffors, that tlicy thc^d Harry 
\crein, James Lawrell. Henry Goodwin, and James Aftibumer. tS 
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heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, fha:ll*and will repay, or qaufe to 
be repaid unto them the fa id William Brightwell Sumner,^Harry Verelft, 
Ralph Leycefter, and George Giay, or their fucceifors, all fuch over- 
plus fum or fums of money as fhall appear to remain due upon balance 
of the faid advances, or hated payments fo to be made as aforefaid, to- 
getlier with intereh for the fame, at and after the rate of ten per cent, 
per annum, from the time the -faid money hiall be fo advanced them as 
aforefaid. And that they the faid Committee and their fucceifors', and 
the faid proprietors and their fucceifors, lliall and will, during the term 
aforefaid, protect tliem the faid Harry Verelh, James I^awreli, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Alhburner, their heirs, executors, and admini- 
hrators in the premifes, and properly and juhly procure fit redrefs for 
all fuch grievances and complaints by them or any of them to be made 
to the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelh, Ralph Leyceher, 
and George Gray, conhituting a committee as aforefaid, through the 
channel of their fecretary for the time being, as the nature of the cafe 
ihall or may require. And in cafe of any frelh duty or tax, to be by 
the authority of the Prefident and Council of Fort William aforefaid, 
taxed, ' charged, or impofed upon the faid'herein before-mentioned cal- 
laries during the faid term, and which are not now charged upon the 
fame,' they the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelh, Ralph 
Leyceher,' and George Gray, and the faid proprietors and their fuc- 
cefibrs, their executors and adminiflrators,' fhall bear, pay, and fuhain 
fuch frehi duty and tax out of their own joint hock; and the faid Harry 
Verelh, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner do here- 
by for themfelves, their heirs, executors, and admimhrators, covenant, 
promife, and agree to and with the faid Committee and their fuccefibrs, 
that they the faid Harry Verelh, James Lawrell,. Henry Goodwin, and 
James Ahiburner, hiall and will keep, or caufe to be kept, true and 
faithful accounts of all debts and monies which fliall from time to time 
grow due, or become owing to them from the Molunguees employed in 
making of fait in the faid callaries , and for the more full and clear evi- 
dencing and difcovenng thereof, fiiall and will deliver 'unto the faid 
Committee, at the end of the faid term of one year, true copies of all 
fuch accounts as aforefaid, and that in confideration of the money to 
be advanced byjthe faid Committee to' the faid Harry Verelh, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their executors or ad- 
minihrators, they the faid Harry Verelh, James Lawrell, Henry Good- 
win, and James Alhburner, ihall run the foie nik of all lolfes, bad 
debts, and balances that Ihall become due, and owing unto them, on 
account thereof, and in ordei to preferve a proper authority to the faid ' 
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Committee over the Moltmrates employed in making of fait m the pro- 
vmce aforclaid, they thfc lud iHany Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Alhbumer, thall and do hereby rclmquilh and 
releafe all their claim, demands, nght, title, intereft, and property to 
all fneh bad debts and balances as £hall become due to them from the 
faid Molunguccs, at any time or times, from the day of the date hereof 
nnt 3 the end or expiration of the faid term, which will be on the 31ft 
day of Auguft 1 766 And that m cafe any tax or duty lhall hereafter, 
by the Prefident and Couned aforetaid, be taken off, lellencd, or abo- 
hlhcd, or othcnvife the faid callancs bemg exempted from the burthen 
thereof, that the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Gtiodwm, 
and James Alhbumer, their executors and admmiftrators, lhall and wdl, 
from tiitic to time, make fuch proportionable allowance, or credit the 
faid Committee and their fucceffors, m account, for fo much money as 
lhall be fo abated on account of any fuch taxes and duties as aforefaid 
And that in cafe of any difpnte, variance, ftnfe, doubt, or quelbon 
ariCng between them, the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Alhburncr, their executors or adrmmftrators, and 
any other perfon or perfons, relative to the conduSing, or canymg on, 
or in any-wife donceming their faid buCnefs and concern, during the 
faid term, at or after the end or expiration thereof, or touchmg any 
covenant, grant, claufe, word, matter, or thing herem contained, or 
the intent and meanmg thereof, they the faid Harry Verelft, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhbumcr, for thcmfelvcs, their 
executors, and admmiftrators, do covenant and agree to and with the 
laid Comqiittee and their fucccHbrs for the titnc bemg, that th^ the 
find Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwm, and James Alh- 
bumer, their executors and admmiftrators, m fuch cafe lhall froth time 
to tmic, during the laid term, apply thcmfelvcs to, apd lodge fuch their 
complaint M ith the fecretary of the faid Committee for the time being, 
inordcr to la) the fame before the faid Committee, or before the col- 
li^or of the revenues of the Honourable the United Eaft India Company 
alorcfaid, as the cafe fliall br may require, within one month next Hter 
anj-luch doubt, qucftion, or controverly lhall afife, that the faidCom- 
7 ’’j collcQor for the Umc bemg ftiall procure the fame to be 

n ami n ^ ^ay fuch com- 

I I whatfoever cn^ order, or 

Uiib^ 1 collcftor as aforefaid, lhall 

bctSn iheTVH make, or procure to be made, 

Hcniy Goodwm. and 

James Alhbumer, their executors or admmiftrators, and fuch other 
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party of, for, and about the premifes, or any part thereof, they the 
faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afii- 
burner, do hereby for themfelves, their executors and adminiflrators, 
covenant, promife, and agree to, and with the faid Committee and their 
fucceffors, and fuch other party, to ftand to, abide by, perform, and 
'keep -the fame, without any further fuit or trouble whatfoever. And 
* it is alfo hereby furtlicr covenanted and agreed by and between all the 
faid parties to thefe prefents, that in cafe any difputc, doubt, ftrife, or 
variance fhould hereafter happen or arife between them, the faid ITarr}' 
Verclft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburncr, their 
executors and adminiflrators, and the faid Committee or their fuccefibrs, 
or the faid proprietors and their fucceffors, or any of them, of, for, or 
concerning thefe prefents, or any covenant, grant, claufc, matter, or 
thing herein contained, or the execution thereof, or any otherwife con- 
cerning the faid trade or bufinefs of making fait as aforefaid, that then 
and in that cafe, the faid Committee and their fucceffors, or the faid 
piopnetorsor their fucceffors, and they the f? id Harry Vcrclfl, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburncr, their executors or ad- 
miniflrators, fliall, within two^ months after any fuch difputc, doubt, 
flrifc, or controverfy fhall fo arife as aforefaid, appoint two indifferent 
perfons as abitrators, w^ho are to decide and adjufl the fame within 
the fpacc of one month next after their appointment as aforefaid ; and 
in cafe the faid two aibitrators cannot fettle and determine fuch difputc, 
then they the faid arbitrators fliall appoint one otiicr indifferent perfon 
as umpire, who fliall fettle, decide, determine, and adjufl the fame 
within the ipacc of one month from his faid appointment ns aforefaid. 
And wdiatfoevcr ordci, fentcnce, or decree, the faid two arbitrators, or 
the laid umpire fo to be appointed as nforcfiid, fliall within the limited 
lime aforefaid make in or about the premifes, or any part thereof, all 
they the faid parties to thefe prefents do hereby, for themfelves and their 
fuccclfors, their heirs, executors, and adminiflrators, and eicli rnd 
c\CTy of them, covenant, promife, and agree to flrnd to, abide b/, 
perform, fulfill, and keep tlic fame accordingly, without any other or 
further full or trouble wdiatfocvcr. And, i.astdy, they the faid Harry 
Vercifl, James Lawrell, Ilcnr)' Goodwin, and James Aflibiirntr, do 
hereby bind and oblige themfelves, their heirs, executors, and admi- 
niflraiors, jointly to the faid Committee and thtir fuccefiors for the time 
being, in the pfnal fum cf eighty lb%ufand rupees^ for the true and frdtb.- 
ful performing, fulfilling, ohlcio’ing, and keeping ail ard the 

covenagts, grants, articles, and agreements herein before cont~inr J, an I 
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which by them are or ought to be performed, fulfilled, obferved, and 
kept aj aforefaid ’ 


In Witnefs, &c 
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Copy of a Deed of Affignment, or Sale, whereby the Right Honour- 
able Robert LorJ Clive feUs to fundry Gentlemen of the Council at 
Calcutta, his Five Shares in the pubhe Monopoly of Salt, 65c and 
alfo his Share m a pnvate Society, in Partnerflup with Wtlluim 
Srtghtvjell burnner, Harry Veret/i, and Francu Sykes, Efquires, for 
Thirty-two thoufand Pounds Sterling 


*' Know ALL MEN by thcfc prefentB, That whereas I Robert 
Lord Clive, Baron Chie of Plafley, in the kingdom of Ireland, Knight 
Companion of the Moft Honourable Order of the Bath, and Prefident and 
Governor of Fort-WiUiam m Bengal, in the Eaft Indies, am truly and 
juftly mterelled in and entitled unto five fhares, or proportions, m the 
'joint flock in the trade of fait, beetle-nnt, and tobacco, produced or to be 
produced within the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Onfla, in the Eaft 
Indies aforefaid, and to all fuch profits, proems, and advantages as 
fliall anfe or accrue from the fame j and alfo juftly entitled to one 
quarter-part, or lhare, of an adventure of fait in company with William 
Bnghtucll Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, of Calcutta 
aforefaid, Efquues, amounting, as per contraft purchafes, to 497,001 
maunds of Calcutta, little more or left, now under the management and 
dircftion of the faid Harry Verelft, and likcwife to one-third part, or 
ftiarc, of an adicnturc of 40,000 maunds of fait, in company with Ge- 
neral John Camac and the faid Harry Verelft, bought of Meflrs James 
Aftibumcr and William Majcndic, to be delivered at Now 

these presents witness, that I the faid Robert Lord Clive, for and 
in confideration of the fum of tberty-fwo thoufand pounds of hrooful money 
of Great Bnlain, to me tn hand paid by the fcvcral perfons, and m the 
Ineral fums, ftiarcs, or proportions hereafter menUoned, thatistofav. 
bj the faid Harry Verelft, Prancis Sjkcs, and Alexander Campbell, of 
^cutU aforcftid, Efquires, the fum of 8000 1 each, and by Claud 
Ruffe and Thomas Kelfall, of the fame place, Efquires, the Yum of 
4000 1 each, the receipt of nhich faid fevenft fums I do hereby ac- 

knowledge. 
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knoxvledge, have afligned, transferred, and made over, and by thefe 
prefen ts do aflign, transfer, and make over unto the laid Harry Vereld:^- 
Francis Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Rulfel, and Thomas Kel- 
fall, their executors, admmiftrators, and afligns, all and every the pro- 
fits, proceeds, or advantages arifing, or which fliall or may'arife cr 
accrue on my aforefaid five fliares or parts of the faid joint flock in 
trade of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, produced or to be produced m 
the provinces aforefaid, for the term of two years, commencing from 
the day of lafi: paft. And alfo all the profits, proceeds, 

and advantages arifing, or which lliall or may arife or accrue on that 
fai'd one quarter-part or fhare in the faid adventure of 497,001 Calcutta 
maunds of fait, in company with the faid William Brightwell Sumner, 

' Harry Verelfb, and Francis Sykes 3 and likewife all the profits, proceeds,^ 
and advantages arifing, or to arife on my faid one-thiid-part or fliare m 
the faid adventure of 4o-,ooo maunds of fait, in company with the faid 
John Carnac and Harry Verelfi; as aforefaid, and all and every p'art 
' thereof j and alfo all the benefits, proceeds, and advantages arifing, 
therefrom, and which now are, or at any time dr times hereafter fhall 
become due or payable for the fame, and all my efiate, right, title, 
intereft, claim, and demand whatfoever, of, in, or to the fame, or any 
part thereof, to have and to hold the faid profits, proceeds, and 
-^advantages arifing, or which fhall or rnay' arife on my faid five fhares- 
or proportions of the faid joint flock in trade pf fait, beetle-nut and 
tobacco, produced or to be produced in the faid provinces, during the 
term of two years as aforefaid, unto the faid Harry Verelfl, Francis^ 
Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Ruifel, and Thomas Kelfall, their 
executors,'adminifi;rators, and afiigns, to their own proper ufe and be- 
. hoof for ever. And also to have and to hold all and every the profits, 
proceeds, or advantages arifing on my faid ' one quarter-part, or fhare, 
in the adventure of 497,001 maunds of fait, in company with William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Veielft, and Francis Sykes, as aforefaid ; 
and likewife all and every the profits, pioceeds, and advantages arifing 
on my faid one-third part, or fhare, in an adventure of 40,000 maunds 
of fait, in company with the faid John Carnac and Harry Verelfi:,. 
bought of James^ Afhburner and William Majendie, as aforefaid, and 
all and every part and parcel thereof, unto the faid Harry Verelfl, 
Francis Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Ruffell,, and Thomas Kel- 
fall, tlieir executors, adminiflratgrs, and afiigns, to their own proper 
ufe and behoof for ever. And I the faid Robert Lord Clive, for my ' 
executors and adminiflrators, do hereby covenant, grant, and agree, 
to and with the faid Harry Verelfl, Francis Sykes, Alexander Campbell,, 

Claud 
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Claud Ruflcll, and Thomas Kelfall, their executors, admimftrators, and 
afligns, that they the faid Harry Verclft, Francis Sykes, Alexander 
Campbell, Claud Ruflcll, and Thomas Kelfall, their eXecutors, admi- 
nillrators, and afligns, fliall and may, from time to time, and ht all 
times hereafter, lawfhlly, peaceably, and qmetly have, hold, receive, 
take, and enjoy, to their oWn proper flic and behoof, all the faid pro-' 
fits, proceeds, and advantages anfing on my faid five Iharcs in the jomt 
flock in trade of fait, beede-nut and tobacco, produced or to be pro- 
duced m the Aid provinces of Bcpgal, Bahar, and Orifla, for the term 
of two years as aforefaid And allb all the laid profits, proceeds, 
and advantages anfing on my faid one quarter-part, or Iharc, in the 
fafd adventure of 497,001 maunds of fait, in company with William 
Bnghtwcll Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, as aforefaid 
Ana 111 civife the profits, proceeds, and advantages anfing on my faid 
one third part, or fliare, in the (aid adventure of 40,000 maunds of 
fait, in company with General John Carnac and Harry Verclft, Efquircs, 
as aforefaid, and of all and every part and' parcel thereof, without any 
lawful let, fuit, trouble, molcflanon, or interruption of or by me the 
find Robert Lord Clive, my executors, or adminiftrators, or any other 
perfon or perfons whatfoever," lawfully claiming or to claim by, from, 
or under me, them, or any of them, or by any or tither of our aiSs, 
means, or procurements And the faid' Robert Lord Clive doth 
hereby, for himfelf, his executors and adminiftrators, covenant, pro- 
roife, and agree to and nith the find Hany Verclft, 6cc their execu- 
tors, adminiftrators, and afligns, that in cafe any order or diredhon 
fliould be ifTued by the Honourable Direflors of the Eaft India Com- 
pany in England, by which the find joint trade of fait, beetle-nut and 
tobacco fhall be flopped, or any hindrance or interruption made to the 
carrying on of the fame, then and in that cafe, the faid Robert Lord 
Qivc IS to allow and pay to the faid Harry Verclft, 8cc their attornics, 
executors, adminiftrators, or afligns, fuch rcafonablc allowance or pro- 
fits on the above afilgned parts, fliarcs, and proportions, as (half be 
fettled bj them the find Robert Lord Cine and Harry Verclft, 6cc or 
b) arbitrators to be by them appointed for thatpnrpolc And the laid 
Harry Verelft, Ac for themfehes, thar executors, adminiftrators, and 
afligns, do hereby covenant, promife, and agree to be anfwcrable 
and accountable to the faid Robert Lord Clive, his executors or 
adminiftrators, for all fuch adianccs, pnncipal fum or fums of money, 
that he hath made, or fliall hereafter make, on account of his find five 
fliarcs in the find joint flock in trade of fait, bectle-nut, and tobacco 
aforefaid, or of, for, or on account of his fiud one quarter-part, or 

fharc. 
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\n the f;iid *dventxtfc of ^97>ooi nu\nid^ cf f.iU, in company 
with William Brightwell Svimncr* Ham* VcrclA, niul Franci*: Sykc^, or 
<>n attotmi of hi« one third-patt, or tlr.rc, in ilic adventure r»f .^o>coo 
itiinndi of fal?» in onnjuny with (General John Carnac and Marry Vc- 
rxrld, Kf<|uirc» iiforijfaid, ihc ptoht'iof the laid fcvcral ot ihncs 

Inring only licr^rhy intended t»> he auiyneJ and nude over. 

In witneh. i\<* 


XtJV. 

Crrv of en Deed of ; wherein* the Rh^Iu 

Honc^nrialdc R'J'-’: L ui CVVte end the C*enife?nrn of the C'^mmuurs 
end C?s?'*.e// et ?ct*r to obey the order-* of the Caurt 

of }u%f i‘uf s ?cfpc^:hnp flic Mo?*o!'t>f.v : af\d to 

jr’iVo>/ /y, and hPnnifjt cielt other iW fuch Dt5 t«M nu n'Ct , 

bv'ni jiTonv, made the day of 05 tibcr» in the fifth 

year of the rcipt of, fee. and in the year of our Lord 1765, between 
ih.c Ri^jht Honourable AV/v/*/ RerJ Clhr^ IJaron of IMaiVey in the king- 
(k>m o? Ireland* Knight Companion of the Mod Honourable Order of 
the Bath* and Brefiucnt and Governor of Port William at Bengal, in the 
Had Indies, JrHii^fn Bn^Iffuvf/ Suftsrur, BrigtvH^r Oetienii ysbf} Car/wCf 
C hark I SUiff'^ni PhiXikU^ Harry J'WrliU prards Syka^ yclm Cartier^ 
Ra?:(i:fyh /Jjrmr/, Hu^h //'/;///* jtfeavius Hlkian St^raor^ Sawud A//V- 
dtdif:, Ralph and G^trge Grot, being tlie Council of l^ort 

William aforefaid, Efqnire^, for and on hehalf of tlie Court of Diredor^ 
of the Honourable the United Had India Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the E.iil Indies, oa the one parf^ and the faid 
fn/liam Dnght'weU Sumaert Hrfrty Ftrdji, Ralph Lcycejlcr^ and Gcorgz 
Grapi being a committee nominated, condiituted, and appointed by 
the proprietors entitled to the cxclu five joint trade of fait, beetle-nut 
and tobacco, produced and to be produced in the provinces of Bengal; 
Bahar and OrilTa, for the better condu<5ling, managing, and carrying 
on the faid trade, on the other part* Whereas in and by a certain deed 
or inftrument in writing, bearing date the 18/^6 day of September 1765, 

X ’ and 
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and made or mentioned to be' made between thi laid fropnetori to 
the faid joint trade on the one parti and the aboVe-namcd Wilbnm 
'Brightwell Sumner, Entry Vereljt, Ralph "Leycejlerl and I George Gray on 
the other part, it is Witnessed, amongft other things, that in order 
for the better carrying on and managing the faid Joint trade m a bene- 
Jinal manner, and moji for the benefit and advantage of the faid proprie- 
tors, it ivas and is agreed by and between the parties in the faid deed 
mentioned, that the faid evelufive jomt trade and merchandize fhould, 
from and after the i Sth day of September 1765, be condudled, managed, 
trantafled, and earned on, by them the laid Wilham Pnghtwcll Sumner,, 
Harry Vcrelft, Ralph Leyccller and George Gray, conlbtntmg a com- 
mittee for the management thereof, but with the proper monies, and 
at the joint nlk and hazard, ■and for the jomt account, ufe and 
benefit of all the find propnetorS, their fevcral and refpedhve executors 
and adminiftrators, in the feicral proportions therem fcl forth And 
It was and is alfo further a«ced, by and between the laid parties, that 
t^ic form and Cgnature under which the find exclulive joint trade and 
nierchandize Ihould be conduced and earned on, Ihonld be the fign 
manual of them the find Wdham Bnghtwell Sumner, Harry Vcrclll, 
I^ph Leyceller and George Gray, and their fucceflbrs for the time 
hwng, conftituting a, conjmittee as aforeCud, together with the feal of 
the foaety of trade, with full power and authonw to the faid William 
Bnghtwell Sumner, Hiny Verclft, Ralph Leycefter and George. Gray, 
jnd th?iij fiiccelTors, to uf; the fame, from the faid i8th day of Septem- 
ber 1765, until, the faid ei^clufivc joint trade and merchandize fliould 
ceafe and be no longer earned on for the ufe of the laid propnetors, as 
in md by the find deed, reference being thereunto had, will more fully 
and at large appear Now Tiijs indenture witnesseth. That 
D ^""“'raBon pf the Cud William Bnghtwell Sumner, Harry VerelR, 
niuph Leycefter, ant} George Gyay, taking upon thcmfelves the foie ma- 
nagement and conduifbon of the faid joint trade, on behalf of the faid 
propnetors, and baim^ laid out and expended large films of money to 
Wnyon the fame, and in or^er to enforce the execution of all and every 
m^venants, claufes, grants, articles and agreements m the beforq reated 
contained, as the fame arc therein rcfpeiaively cx- 
^ircucdi and.alfo, in confj^erapon of the duues or cuftoms that fliall 
rcafpn of the canying on the fajd cxcluCvo 
la|t beetle-put apd tobacco, according to tbe true intent 

the faid Robert Lord Clive, William Bnghtwell Sumner, John Camac, 
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Charles Staffoid Playclcll, Plarry \''crclfl:, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, 
Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel' 
Middleton, Ralph Lcycoflcr, and George Gray, as Prefident and Coun- 
cil of Foit William aforefaid, for and on account of the faid Honourable' 
the United Eafl Indua Company, by them the faid William Brightwell 
Sumner, Harry Vercld, Ralph Lcjceflcr, and Gcoigc Giay, and their 
fuccefibrs, conffituting a committee as aforefaid, for and on account 
of the proprietors entitled to the faid cxcluli\ c joint trade and mer-' 
chandizc in the proportions hcicaftcr mentioned; that is to fay, 35 per 
cent, on fait, each 100 maunds to be \alacd and reckoned at 90 ru- 
pees ; the fum of 10 per cent, upon bcctic-nut, to be valued and rec- 
koned at prime coft; and the fum cf 25 per cent, on tobacco, to be 
valued and reckoned at the prime cofl ; and alfo, that the faid joint 
trade and inaebandize may mt ccaje r; be dijjohcd beJo 7 'e the cfpvaiionof 
the tarn in the faid icci ted deed mentioned, or atty hindrance or jloppage be 
pnt to the famcy the faid Robert Lord Clive, as Prelidenf, and the faid 
William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford Playdell, 
Harr}'" Vcrclft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Marriott, Hugh 
Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefter, 
and George Gray, as Council of Fort William aforefiid, for or on be- 
half of the faid Couit of Directors of the Honourable tlie United Eaft 
India Company aforefaid, do hereby, for themfelves and their fuccef- 
fors, their executors and adminiffrators, covenant, promife, and agree, 
to and with the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verclft, Ralph 
Leycefter, , and George Gray, and their fucceffors, their heirs, executors, 
and adminiftratOrs, that pr'ovidcd atiy order or dtreBion foouid ifjiie or be 
made by the fnd Court of DireBors m Efjglaiid, thereby ordering and dt- 
redtmg the fatd cxchifive joint trade and merchandize to be dijjolved or put 
to an end^ or th'at may hinder and fop the carrying on the fame or any' part - 
thereof or contain any thing contrary to the covenants^ claujes^ grants^ ar^ 
ticks, or agreements in the faid before-recited deed mentioned and contained, 
or any of them ; fo that the fame may thereby beOome void and of none 
effect,- iheUi,- and in that cafe, they the laid Robert Lord Clive, as Prefi- 
dent; William' Bhghtwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford Play- 
dell, Harry' Verelft, Francis Sykes, John' Cartier, Randolph Marriott, • 
Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, SatnueLMiddleton, Ralph Ley- 
cefter, and'George Gray,' as Couried of F<5rt William, aforefaidy-y^^// aii^d 
will well and frucly fa^e~h'd ' 7 'mlefs and Keep indemnifed iihtvti the laid -W ilHam 
Brightwell Sumne'r,!-' Hatry VerelftV Ralph' Leycefter, and' George' Gray,- 
and alb the proprietors' entitled^ of to^'Be entitled to the' fiid- joint trader' 

- ~ - X 2 ' . -and 
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and then- fuccelTors, their executors and adminiitrators , and alfo JbaW 
and toiU (mt-mthftttndtng ajy order or dirtBion to be rjued to the conA 
trary as aforefaid) keep up, continue and enforce, or cauje to be \ kept up, 
amtinued and eiforced, tbe faid exclufive joint trade and merchandize, fin 
the term of one year, to commence from tbe i8th day of September 176 j, < 
and expire on the i8th day of SeptemTier 1766, accordine to the true’ 
intent and meaning of the faid before-recited deed, and of all the 
parties thereto, as if the faid order and direfbon had never been made or ) 
tffued And further, that the faid Robert Lord Clive, WilhamBnght- 
well Sumner, John Camac, Charles Stafford Playdell, Harry Verclff, 
Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Mamott, Hugh Watts, tAfca-i 
mus William Semor, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefter, and George 
Gray, and their fuccclTors, as Prefident and-' Council aforefaid, lhall 
and 'Will allow unto them the faid William Bnghtwell Sumner, Harry 
Vcrelft, Ralph Leyeeftcr, and George Gfay, and their fucccflbrs, con- 
ftituting- a Committee as aforefaid, jull and fuffiaent time efter tbe expira- 
tion of tbe faid term of one year as aforefaid, to fell, vend, and difpofe of 
all fucb goods and merchandize belonging to the faid joint trade ana con- 
cern as Jball at that time remain on their, bands utfom and not dijpofed of, 
and' alfo to colleS and gather tn all fuebfum or furns of mone\ as /ball \be 
any ways due jir owing imto them tbe faid William Bnghtwell Sumner, 
Harr) Verelft, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, or their fucceflbrs, 
on account of the faid propnetors and mmt trade aforefaid, nnd^ to 
fettle and adjuft all books and accounts belonging to and concemmg 
the fame And the faid Wilham BnghtvyeU Sumner, HaTry Verclft,. 
Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, , do hereby, for themfclves and the 
reft of the propnetors entitled to the faid exclufive jomt trade and mer- 
chandize of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, as aforefaid, and their fuccef- 
fors, covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid Robert Lordi 
Clive, William Bnghtwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford 
Playdell, Harry Verdft, Francis Syke^, John Cartier, Randolph Mar- 
nott, Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph 
Leycefter and George Gray, as Prefident and Council of Fort William ' 
aforefaid, and their fucceffbrs for the time being, that they the liud 1 
William Bnghtnell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter and George 
Gray, conlhtutine a committee as aforefaid, and their fneceflbrs from 
time to time, ftiafl and will well and truely pay and difchargc the duties 
and cuftoms of the faid artieles of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, at and 
after the rate herein before mentioned and exprefled of and concern- 
ing the laroc, to the Right Honourable the Prefident and Council of 

Fork 
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Fort William aforefaid, and their fuccehbrs, or to whom they {hall 
from time to time diredt and appoint to receive the fame. And they the 
faid Robert Lord Clive, John Cam ac, Charles Stafford Playdell, Francis 
Sykes, Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, 
Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefler, and George Gray, do heieby bind 
and oblige tliemfclvcs, and their fucceffors, their executors and adminiflra- 
tors, jointly unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Ve- 
relft, Ralph I^eyccflcr and George Gray, on behalf of tliemfelvcs and 
tlie faid proprietors, in the penal fum of three hundred thoufand pounds 
Sterling, for the true and fiuthful obferving, performing, fulfilling, and 
keeping all and every the covenants herein contained, and which on their 
parts and behalfs are or ought to be performed, obferved, fulfilled, and 
kept as aforefaid." 


In witnefs, &c/ ^ 


XLV. 

Copy of the Froccediugs of the Mayor's Court of Calcutta on the^ 
iji of Odtober, 1766, upon an Indenture and Apfidavit of the 
Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, which were carried in 
folemn proceflion, by tlie Council and a numerous tram of In- 
habitants to tlie faid Court, to be there executed, sworn 
to, and recorded. ' 

mayor’s court of Calcu^tta, at Fort William iru 

BENGAL. ' / 

At a Court held on Wednefday the firjl day of Odtober, in the. 
fixth year of the Reign of ouf Sovereign Lord George the Third, 
the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, De-^ 
fender of the Faith, &c. and in the year of- Our Lord^b;z^ thoufand feveTi^^ 

> hundred and fxty-Jixi ' , ' 

^ I 

i — " 

Ftdhnit 


\ 


t 
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' Prefcnt, 

James Lifter, Efquire, Mayors 


Mefftenrs 


Robert Dobinfbn, 
Thomas Woodward, 
Cornelius Goodwin, 
David KiUican, 
Mathew Mdler, 
Thomas French, 
Gcoi^ Lear and 
Ljofeph Jekyll, 


L Aldermen 


i 


This being tbt iaj appointed for the Right Honourable Robert Lokd 
Clive, who now is Governor or Prefident of Fort Wdliam in Bengal 
aforefaid, to take an Oath, or make an .Affidavit m the faid Conrt, and exe- 
cute a Deed, or Covenant, in a large penalty, which are expeiSed and 
intended to be taken or Avorn to, and renewed or executed by all fu- 
ture Governors or Prefidents of Fort William in Bengal aforefaid 
The faid Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive appeared m the 
faid Court, attended by General ’John Comae, Harry Verelji, Hugh Watts, 
Randollb Mamet, Claud Bstjfell, Ibomas Rsanbold, tinihamjUderfy Thomas 
Kelfall and Charles Ffeyer, Efquires, and other Coxenanted Servants of 
the Honourable Company of Merchants- of England trading to the Eaft 
Indies, and ether pnnct^l • inhabitants of Calcutta aforefiid j and then 
and there produced a certain Deed, or Wntmg, which is contamed in 
the following words j that is to fay. 


• The Proreffion, eaaZSAozot uu tmirid erijifl} fnfU, indDdlnetho GenUe- 
menj attciulln[s which accompanied thii Deed- and Amdavic to the Marota Court, and 
the ptordHoni of dlCnterrftednera whkh wore on fo many occaTiona made by the Golemor 
and Secret Committee of Bengal perhapa equal any thing that it to be found In the Church 
of Rome, and it fcarce otceeded by any aH of OJhreT Cromwell i Adminlilration, as record- 
ed by the elc™t pep of Davti thom, Efqnite, in hie Hiftory of Great Bntain wberepi 
many Uniting Inllancci arc to bo found ertaaiy paraliel to fevcral traniaiftitmi of the Bengal 
Goytmmeni during this period 

The nfual proceSjlnga,or the fiipremo Court of Juilico werei hereon pnt a ilop to, and 
the regularity of iu recorda infringed for the oBentatiouj reception of an Affidavit, and the 
eicimtion of a Deed, -which if really neceffiin-, might hare been aa effcaualiy perfotroed by 

an Attorney of the Conrt before one of the judgear 

THIS 
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THIS INDENTURE, made the jirjl day of OBoher, in the fixth 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace 
of God, of Great Britain, France and Ireland, ICing, Defender of the- 
Faith, &c. and in the year of our Lord one thoujajidfeven huiidred and fxty-^ 
fix, BETWEEN >,tlie United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the Eafl Indies, on the one fart, and Robert Lord Clive, Baron Clive- 
of Plalley in the Kingdom of Ireland,. Prelident and Governor of Fort 
William in the Kingdom of Bengal, on the other fart, witnesseth, 
That tn confidetation of the faid Robert Lord Chve's being Prefdent and 
Governor of Fort William, and tn conJideraUon of the feveral fum and 
fums of money to be received by him the faid Robert Lord Chve, in 
manner following 3 that is to fay, the fum of otie and one-eighth fer cent , 
upon the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, (fave and ex- 
cept the revenues of the lands of the faid United Company at Calcutta, 
Rurdwan, Midnafore and Chittigong) to be paid unto him in monthly, 
quarterly, or yearly payments, during the time he fhall continue- to be 
Prefident and Governor of Fort William aforefaid and alfo in coif dera- 
tion of hit Salary, fated Allowances and Commtfion ufon the Mint, Coral, 
and ufon Freight Goods ; the faid- Robert Lord. Chve doth hereby for 
himfelf, his heirs, executors and adminilir-ators, covenant, promife and 
agree to and with the faid United Company, and their fuccefibrs,- that 
he, the faid Robert Lord Chve; during tloe tune -he Jhall continue to be 
Frefdent and Governor of Fort William aforefaid, fall ml direSlly nor 
indtreSfly, upon any Pretence or Pretext- whatfoever; carry on,- or ife, or' 
excrcife any Frade or Commerce in the way of a Merchant, or otherwife 
traffic, adventure, or trade in any^ commodities whatfoever at, to, in,- or 
" from the Eaft Indies, China, Periia,- or Mocha, or in any part thereof or 
elfewhere between theCape of Good-Hopeand the Streights of Magellan, 
either on his own account, or in company with or for, or on account of 
any other perfon or perfons in any article of Merchandize whatfoever, (fave- 
and except for the benefit of the Engliffi'E'affi India Coniipany, and exceft 
in fuch goods and merchandizes as -Jhall be remaining on hand and unfold at the 

Without impeaching hisFordfhip’s difintereftednefs on other occafioris, we mud remaik, 
that at this time his engaging not to trade in oonfiderationof a-commifEon of one'^and one eighth ^ > 

per cent, upon the Revenues, together with the other benefits he referved to himfelf, was no 
iacrifice. His Lordfliip had determined 'to come ho'mt to Great Bfitain foon after, and a< 5 iu- 
alfy left Bengal for thatpurpole early in^January lyfiy. - And^he annual Commillion agreed- 
for, oi om land one-etghth'pfr cent Sicca'R'opecs'2i,T59i245^fthe Revenues herein fpeci- 
fied. See Chap.- 12th,, page 153)- amounts to no lefs a lum than near 30,000 pounds firet- 
ling , the benefits of 'which his Lordfhip is faid ^ to have claimed, or received for feveral 
months after his^refigningthe Goverhhient, by'ftipnlation'With'hh'faccefibr.- 
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thefaid Robert lArAChMcommtticidPreJMentanA Governor of I^Orl 
William, and labfretn be noia bath arty Jbare or intercft, whichi only he 
lhall or may fell, pr dilpofc of, or give commiffions or direiliona for 
felling the lame, and farther fave and except , and it js the true intent 
and meamng hereof, that nothing herem con tamed, lhall extend, or be 
conltnied to extend to prevent, preclude, or hmder him, the faid Robert 
Lord Chve, from purebafing diamonds or other precious Jlones, provided he 
docs not diljwfe" of the Rrtie by way of barter, or fnJe, here or in any 
other part of the Ball: Indies, or from fending of remitting bis efate and 
fortune to England bp bills, or in any other Jbape •wbatfoever , nor barter, i 
fell, or exchange any kind of goods, wares, or merchandizes, nor ac-i 
cept from, nor give to any perlon or perlbns commiffions for manag-t 
mg or tranfaiSing bufinefs, or afiairs of merchandize (except as before 
If excepted) And the faid Robert Lord Cliye doth hereby further, 
covenant, promife and agree to and with the faid United Company and 
their fuccellbrs, tliat the faid Robert Lord CIsve Jball not, nor will him-, 
felf, nor lhall wittingly or wdhngly permit or fuffer any other perfon 
or perfons m his name, or to his ufc, to advance, lend, or place out-nny 
fum orfums of monep at a mater rate, premiiim, or mterejt than lo per 
cent per annum , lo that the lead intereft, dm r e, portion, or dividend,! 
or any other profit, advantage, or emolument whatfoever, {ball m re- 
fpcdl thereof exceeding the did premium, or mterell: of i o per cent per, 
annum, as aforefaid, anfe, or accrue unto him, the foid Robert Lord 
Cine, his heirs, executors, or admmillrators i or unto- any other perfons 
whatlbeier, through fnenddup, favour, or mfiuence exerted by him 
in their behalf, contrary to the true intent and fpint of the oath here- 
unto annexed And the faid Robert Lord Cltve doth hereby further co- 

venant and agree, that he Jball not, nor will upOn any account or pre- 
tence whatfoever, dtreSlh or mdtreBly accept, take, or receive, nor know- 
ingly, ivittingly, or willingly fuffer or permit to be accepted, taken, or 
received, by any perfon or perfons for his ufe or in trait for bun, his 
licirs, executors, and adminillrators j or for any other perfon or perfons 
whatever, out of perfonal fncndlhip to them, or regard to bis own 
or indireaiy anj jeosoels, effeSs, fum, or fums of money, 
betberby bonds, bills , not es, obligations, or otbervnfe, or accept of, rctam, or> 
feep any fee, grMuity, or rewxird mjcvVcls, effeas, money, obligations, 
or promifes or affiirmc« of roonev in writing of any natui^, or other' 
mifrST^h depofited for fcrvices pro- 

^ d ffinll here- 
po , Icn , rccci\ ed, or paid into hands or cuftody, orj 

into 
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into the hands or cuftodv of any other perfon or pcrfons in trull for 
him, nor knowingly permit or fuffer any other perfon or pcrfons to rc^ 
ceive, take, or accept of tlie fame or any part thereof fy h's t7Ut(KV'^v 
or infiuence from any King, Prince, Vizier, Munfubdar, Nabdb> Dc- 
wan, Fowzdar, Zemindar, or from any otlier perfon or pcrfons, natiiml- 
born fubje(5ls of the Eaft Indies, China, Perha, or hlocha, of Mhar 
degree, nomination, or quality foever j or from any fcivant, agent, or 
council of any King, Prince, Vizier, Munfubdar, Nabob, Dewan, 
Fouzdar, or Zemindar, exceeding the value or amount fpccified in the 
covenants with tlie faid United Company. And the faid Robert 
Cli^e doth further covenant and agree, that no other emolument or advan- 
tage whatfoever (excepting as heiein excepted) diall in any wife how fo- 
ever, diredlly or indiredlly, anfe or acciue to him, his hens, cxccutois. 

' or adminillrators, or to any other perfon 'whatfoever, thiongh favour or 
friendlliip either from his office or for, or by icafon or means of tlie 
influence or authority he may have, as Piefident and Governoi •, nor nei/l 
be, the faid Robert Lord Clive, / ecetvc, or knowingly pa mh any other 
perfon to receive any fee, gratuity, or advantage from the difpofil of any 
place, employment, or. office to any European or any other pcjfon 
whatever, in or out of the Company’s fervice. And in order to a dlf 
covery to, and fatisfadlion for any adlings or doings of the faid Robei t 
Lord Clive, or breach of any covenant, claufe, aiticlc, or agi cement 
herein .contained, contrary to the true intent and meaning hcicof ; Ti i\ ' 
hereby agreed, that it fmJl and may be lawful to and for the faid United 
Company, and their fuccejfors, to exhibit, or file any bill, oi bills of com- 
plaint of difcovery in his Majefly’s Couit of Chance? y, or Exchequer at 
Weflminfler, or by three or more of the Council at Foit William lor the 
time being, on behalf of the faid United Company, in the Honourable the 
Mayor s Court for the town of Calcutta at Fort William aforefud, oi by 
any other perfon or perfons whatfoever, againft him, the faid Robcil 
Lord Clive, his executors and admmillrafoi s, whereunto the fiid Robert 
Lord Chve doth hereby agree, that he will not dcmui, noi plead in bar 
of the difcovery, or relief fought by fuch bill or bills, that hereby he is, 
may or lhall become liable to any penalty or forfeituie, by foicc of any 
law, or llatute, bond, covenant, agreement, or otherwife howfoever; but 
lhall make, and put in a full and perfedL anfwer, or anfwers to all the 
^arts thereof, and lhall not in fuch anfwer, or anfwejs infifl uj-jon any 
penalty, forfeiture, law or llatute, bond, covenant or agi cement, or aU 
ledge any matter whatfoever wheieby to prevent, bai, or preclude (ho 
faid Company, or any other perfon, -or pcjfons fiom I ho difcovery or 
relief fought, or to be fought by fuch bill, oi bilhi an alorofdd. And 
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for the true, full, and faithful performance of every article, claufc, 
promife, covenant and agreement herein contained, and the true intent 
and meamng thereof, on the part and behalf of the fold RobCrt Lord, 
Chve, he the laid Robert Lord Clive doth hereby bind and oblige him- 
felf, his heirs, executors and adminiftrators, unto the faid United Com- 
pany and their fucccflbrs, tn the penal fum of ,f 150,000 of lawful money 
of Great Bntain, to be recovered in cafe the faid Robert Lord Clive 
lhall adt contrary to the true intent and meaning of thefe prefents , one 
third part of the faid fum of one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
Rerhng to be paid and be payable unto fucb perfon or perfbns as Jball fue 
for the fame, after information and full proof lhall be made thereof in 
the Court of Chancery, Exchequer, or me Majors Court at Calcutta, 
OR BEFORE THE CoDRT OF DIRECTORS OF THE SAID UniTEH 
Company and their successors, or before tlie Council at Forti 
Wdham aforefaid , and the remaming two-thirds, part thereof ihall be 

f aid to, and for the ufe of the faid United Company and their fuccefibrs 
N witness whereof, the Prefident and Couned of Fort Wdham, m 
hchalf of the faid United Eaft India Company, have hereunto let their 
hands, and the feal of the faid Company on the one part, and the laid 
Robert Lord Chve has fet his hand and feal on the other part, this Jirft 
day of OQober, in the year of our Lord One thoufand feven bttndred and 
fxty-fx 


Signed, fealed, and delivered, 
m Calcutta the day and year 
above-wntten, (where no 
llampt paper is to be had) 
in the prcfcnce of us, 

Alexander Campbell, 

Henry Stracber, Chve, 

IFllhan If-ynne, 

John Carnac, Thomas Rumbold, 

Harrv \ ereest, William AiDEREEt, 

Randolph Marriott, Thomas Keleall, 
Huoii Watts, Qiarles FflIiv er 

Claud Russell, 



And 
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Ai4d at the fame time he the faid Robert Lord Clive produced a certain 
Affidavit, or Oath in writing, -annexed to the beforC'-mentioned Deed 
or W riting, which is contained in the following words ; that is to 

%> ' ' ( ^ 

In the Honourable tiIe Mayor's CotjRT for the Town of CaD 

cutta in Bengal. 

( 

I Robert .Lord Clive, Preiident and Governor of Fort William 
in the Kingdom , of Bengal, in the Eaft Indies, do voluntarily of my 
own free will and accord, moR folemnly and Rncerely fwear, teRify and 
depofe, in the prefence of Almighty God, that I will not from this 
time forward, during hiy continuance as Prefdent, or Governor of Fort 
William, direftly or indireflly carry on, ufe, or exercfe any L’rade or 
Commerce in the way of a 'merchant, or otherwife traffic, adventure^ 
or trade in any commodities whatfoever, at, to, in, or from the Eaft 
Indies; Chinaj PerRa, or Mocha, or in any .part thereof, or elfewhere 
between the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan *, 
either on my own account, or in company with, or on account of any 
other perfon, or perfons, m any arrticle of Merchandize whatfoever, 
(fave and except for the benefit of the Enghfii Eaft India Company, and 
except m fuch goods and merchandizes as fall be reniatmng on hand, and 
unfold at 'the .time 1 commence dViofidont and Governor of Fort William, 
and wherein I now have any fare or intereft, which only I fliall or may 
fell or difpofe of, or give commiffions 'or diredtions for the felling the 
fame 5 and further, fave and except, and it is the true intent and mean- 
ing hereof, that .nothing herein contained fall extend or be confrued to 
extend, to prevent, preclude, oc hinder me from pUrchafng diamonds, or 
other precious ftonesj, provided I do not difpofe of the fame by way of 
barter or fale.ftere, or an any other part of the Eaft Indies, or from fend^ 
trig C/r remitting my efafe and fortune to England by bills or in any other ffiape 
whatfoever) I and^hatj will not direftly -or indiredlly from' hencefor-^ 
S^^2xdAurdng my continuance as frefident, dr Governor of Fort William, 
-advance, lend, -or place out, nor wittingly or willingly permit or fuffer 
any^other-perfou or perfons dti myhame, or to my ufe, to advance, .lend, 
or place pnt^any fum or fans of money at any rate, premium, or intereft, 
exceeding iq per ceny.per annum, fd that -the leaft intereft, ffiare, portion, 
dividend, lor any other profit, advantage, or emolument whatfoever 

X 2 fiT^ali ' 
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fliallin rcfpea thereof, exceeding the premium or intereft of ten per 
cent per annum above-mentioned, anfe or accrue unto me, my beirSj 
executors. Or admimftrators, or unto any other perfon or perfons what- 
focicr, through fnendfhip, favour, or mfiuence exerted by me an them 
behalf, contrary to the true intent and fpirit of dus oath 

And I do mold, folemnly fvtear, that 1 will not upon any account or 
pretence whatever, chredUy or indiredlly, accept, t^e, or recerae, non 
knowingly, wittmgly, or willingly fuffer or permit to be accepted, taken 
or received bv any perfon or perlons m trull: for me, my hems, execu- 
tors or adminillrators, or for any other perfon or perfons whatever out of 
pcrfonal friendlhip to them, or regard to my own mtereft, dmedlly or 
indircdlly, any jewels, effe£ls,fum or fums of money, •whether by bonds, billsr 
notts, obhgattons, or otber-jnfe, or accept of, retain, or keep any fee, gra- 
tuity, or reward in jewels, efiedls, money, or obligations, or promifcs or 
aflurances of money in wnOng of any nature, or other thmg whatfoever, 
11 hich has been heretofore depofited for fervices promifed to be per- 
formed, or favours to be received, or which lhall hereafter be depofited,: 
lent, received, or paid mto my hands or cuftody, or to any other per- 
fons in truft for me , nor knowmgly permit or fufier any other perfon 
or perfons to receive, take, or accept of the fame or anp part thereof, 
by my authonty or influence, from any King, Pnnee, Vizier, Munfub- 
ddr, Nab6b, Dewdn, Fowzddr, Zeminddr, or from any other perfon or 
perfons natural-bom fubjeiJts of the Baft Indies, China, Perlia, on 
Mocha, of M hat degree, nommation, or quality foever j or from any fer- 
i-ant, or agent, or council of any King, Pnnee, Vizier, Munfubddr, Na- 
bdb, DewSn, Fowzddr, or 21errundar, exceeding the value or amount 
fpccificd in our covenants with the faid United Company , the full m- 
tent and meaning of this oath bemg, and I do moll folemnly fwear, that 
iny full and true intent and meaning u, that in conf deration of the fkm of 
■one and one-eighth per cent upon the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Onfla, (fave and except tlie revenues of the lands of the faid United 
Company at Calcutta, Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittigong) to be paid 
to me in monthly, quarterly, or yearly payments, during the 
time I Jbalt continue to be Prefdent and Governor of Fort Wilham t and 
hkewifc m confideration of my falary. Hated allowances, and commif- 
fion upon the mint, coral, and upon freight goods, and lo per cent 
interef, or premium upon any fum or furas of money I lhall or may 
hereafter lend, advance, or place out at intereft as before-menUoned i no 
other emolument or advantage whatfoever ftiall in any wife howfoever, 
direfUy or mdirctftly, anfe or accrue unto me, my heirs, cxeclitors, or 
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adminiftrators, or to nny otlicr perfon whatever, through favour or friend- 
fliip from me, either fiom my ohice, oi for, or by reafon orxneans of the 
influence and authority I may have, as Prefident and Governor of Fort 
William. 

I ruRTHFR SWEAR, I W// 7iof rcceivc, or knowingly pet ink 

any otbu pci fon to iccchc anyjcc, gratuity y or advantage from the difpofal 
of any place, employment, or oflice, to any European or any other perfon 
whatever, in or out of the Company’s fcrvicc j and that I will not in 
any manner break through, or adl in any rclpcd, during the time I Jball 
continue to be Frejident and Governor of Foi t JFilliamf contrary to any 
article, covenant, claufc, promife and agreement contained in, or the 
true intent and meaning of a certain indenture, bearing date this jirjl 
day of OdlobeVy One thoufand /even handled and f'etyfixy and made, or 
mentioned to be made between the faid United Company of the one part, 
and me, Robert Loi d Clive^ on the other party but that I will truly and 
faitlifully perform the fame. 

So help me God, 

{Signcif) 

Sworn in open Court, at 
Fort Willi am y in Bengal, 
the firjl day of 0 Bober y in the 
jSxth year of the reign of 
KLing George the Third. 

John Holme, Regifter., 

Whereupon the faid deed, or writing was publicly y audibly, and dif- 
tinSlly read over in the faid Court and immediately afterwards the faid 
affidavit, or oath in writing, was alfo publicly, audibly, and difliindtly 
read over in the faid Court, and then and there, duly taken and fworn- 
to by him, the faid Robert Lord Clive, 

I 


CLIVE. 


t 


I 



' 7 + 


appendix 


No XLVI 

Copv of his Majests 's Advocate, Attorney, and Solicitor Qtatnli 6 Report^ 
Auguji 1 6, 1757 

To the Right Honourable IVilbamPttt, Efquire, one of his MajeflysPnn- 
apal Sccrctanes of State 

S I R, 

1 N obedience to your cotnthands figmbed to us by your Letter of the 
19th of laft, acquainung us, That the Secret Committee of the Eaji 
India Company had requefted you to affift them in an application to be made 
to hts Majefty, for his approbation of the a^cment made between his Ma- 
jefty s Admual and officers \a India, m regard to, the divffion of any plunder 
which may be made in India, and taken from the JAboTs, and the Com- 
pany 8 Governor and Council at Fort Saint George j ,and thatpn confequepce 
of filch agreement his Majefty will be graaoufly pleafed to grant to the 
Company the moiety of the bootyj which was to be depofited till his Ma- 
jefty s royal pleafure ffiould be known j and m the faid letter incloGng the 
Abftrafls delivered to you by the 6id Committee, and further dcBnng that 
we will report to you, for Bis Majefty s information, our opinion, how far 
the King c,.n comply w ith the Company s reqpeft 

We have taken the faid agreement into our confideration, and have here- 
with returned all the faid Extraflsj and we areJ 3 nmblyofopinion,tIiatthis cafe 
does not in aiw part of it fall within the provifions made iby the ftatute, of the 
apth year of hisMajeftys reign, for the encoumgemedt offcamcnj imft 
much as that law relates to captures made in the prefent war betiiecn hia 
Ma|cfty and the Tctnch King, and has no concern with the difputcs and 
homlitics bctviccn the Laft India Company and the Nabdb of Bengal 

It muft therefore he judged by general rules of law and his Majefty a 
prerogatn e. 

And we are humbly of qpituon, ift That all fuch places as arc retaken, 
return JO the old dominion, and confequently that the town and fcttlepient 
of Calcutta, within the former tcmtoijal limits, muft bereftored to tlicEaft 
India Company 

ad That all fuch places as may be newly conquered in this expedition, 
accrue to the foicragn, and are vefted in his Majeftv, by nght of conqueft 
ed That mth rcibea to the moi cable goods retaken, the property of all 
fudi was altered by the capture, and totally loft m the ongmal owners, after 
a pofleCion b) the enemy for a limited ume j and confequently ciery thing 
\nthin that defcripnon belongs to his Majefty, in whofc name, and under 
uhofe prcteQion, and by the affiftance of u hofc Hect, the fame is regained 

4th 
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4tli. That by fironger reaforij all moveables and plunder of every ki 
liril taken and acquired from the enemy, either by land or fea-, are ved; 
in his Majefty, fubjed to his power of dilpohng, by virtue of his kno\ 

prerogative. 

Upon thefe grounds we concur in opinion, that his Majefty, if he fli 
think fit in his Royal Wifdom, may comply with the Company's requeft 

Augufl: i6tli, 1757. G. HAY. 

Signed C. PRATT. 

C. YORKE. 


Copy of a Report from his Majefty’s Advocate, Attorney, and Solid 

General. 


S I R, 


IN obedience to your commands fignified to us by your letter of the 
inftant, acquainting us, that you had laid our report of the preceding d 
before his Majefiy, and that his Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to declare 1 
intention of granting to the Eaft India Company one moiety of the boc 
or plunder to be taken from the Moors at Bengal in the Eaft Indies, a 
which had been agreed between Vice Admiral Watfon and the officers 
the faid' Company, to be depofited till his Majefty 's pleafure fliould 
known , and further defiling us to report to you, what will be the moft 1 
gal and effectual method of making fuch grant, and diredling us to preps 
a warrant for that purpofe : 

We have taken the matter referred to us into confideration, and are 
opinion, that the grant intended ought to be made by letters patent und 
the Great Seal, as being the moft proper and effedlual method, and m( 
conformable to ufage in fimilar cafes. In confequence of this opinio 
we have prepared the draft of a warrant for the bill, and annexed the fan 
to our report, with a fpecial claufe to prevent the grant from affedling ai 
recaptures of the goods of private perfons, being his Majefty’s fubjeds, 
others, trading in the Eaft Indies under, his Majefty’s protedion 5 whi( 
claufe we humbly apprehend to be agreeable to his Majefty’s equity,, ar 
to his Royal and gracious purpofe fignified to us by you. 

All which is fubmitted to your confideration, 

GEO. HAY. 
Signed C. PRATT. 

C. YORKE. 

^ ^ Dra 


Auguft.3ift, 1757. 
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Draft of a Warrant for granbng one Moiety of Booty, 6cc to the Eaft 
India Company 

'^Vhcrca! app ication has been made to us, on behalf of the United Com- 
pany of Merchants trading to the Eaft Indies, repreftntin^ that they have 
been obliged to commence hoftilibes in the Eaft Indies, againft the Nab6b 
of Bengal, for the recovery of the town and lettlement of Calcutta, taken 
from the faid Company by the forces of the faid Nabdb, without any juft or 
lawful pretence, contrary to good faith and amity, and of the goods and 
valuable commodities belonging to the faid Company, and to many per- 
fons trading or reCding within the limits of the faid fettlcment and that 
the officer? and agents of the faid Company at Fort Saint George have 
concerted a plan of operations with Vice Admiral Watfon and others, the 
commanders of our fleet employed in diofe parts for regaining the faid 
town and fettlemcnt, and the faid goods and valuable comtn^mes, and ob- 
taining adequate fatisfaftion for tlicir Ioffes , and that it has been agreed be- 
tween the officers of the faid Company, on the one part, and our faid Vice 
Admiral and Commanders on board our laid fleet on the other part, af- 
fembled in a coundl of war,- that one moiety of all the plunder and booty, 
which ffiall be taken from the Moon, be fet apart for the ufe of the cap- 
tors , and that the other moiety thereof fhall be depoCted till our royal 
pleafuro be known and whereas the fmd Company have humbly befought 
us, in compenfanon for the great damage which they have fuftaincd, antfof 
their great expence? in fitting out and preparing an expedition for the pur- 
pofes before recited, that we will be graaoufly pleafed to grant to the faid 
Compnj, and their fucceflors. all that moiety or part of the plunder and 
booty agreed to be depoCted as aforefaid we bnog willmg and defirous, m 
contidcnmon of the premifcs, to condcfccnd to Ibcir requeft, our will and 
plcafurcls, that you forthwith prepare a bill for our royal fignaturc, to pafa 
our great feal of Great Bntain, containuig our grant unto the faid Umted 
Company of Merchants trading to the Eaft Indies, and their fucceflors, of 
one moiety of all the booty or plunder, Ihips, ycffcls, goods, merchandizes, 
ti^furc and other things whatfoever, which in purfuance of the faid plan 
of operations concerted as aforefaid, have been, or ffiall be taken, or feized 
from the laid Nabdb of Bengal, or any of the forces employed by him, or 
on his behalf, or from any of his fubjc€ls,“ allies, or adherents, excepting 
always out of our faid grant, all fuch fbips, veflas; goods, merchandizes, 
treafure, and other things whatfoever, which have been forcibly taken or 
dciained by the enemj from any of our fubjeSs, or others, trading or rc- 
tng within the limits of the laid town and fettlemcnt, or in imy manner 

under 
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zander our proteiStlon, and which have been, oi fliall be retaken in Confe- 
^quence of the faid plan of operations, and of the fajd expedition , it being 
•agreeable to juftice and equity, and to our loyal puipojfe, that the lame fhall 
be reftdred to the original owners refpedively, as far as may be, on payment 
of reafonable falvage 5 and it is our will and pleafure, that you do infert a 
elaufe in the faid Bill, containing an exception to the elfe£t aforefaid j and 
you are to infert in the faid bill, all fuch other claufes as you (hall judge 
^receflary, for making our faid grant moll firm, valid, and elFeiflual. 


To our Attorney or Solicitor General, 


To the king’s mod: Excellent Majelliy. 

The Humble Petition of the United Company of Merchants of England 

trading to the Eaft Indies, 

Mod: humbly fheweth, 

THAT by feveral charters or letters patent, granted by your Majefly^s 
royal predecelTors to former Companies trading to the Eaft Indies, they had 
power to fend fhips of war to their fettlements in the EafI: Indies, to raife 
and keep a military force, and to make peace or war with any pijnces or 
people, not chriftians, in any places of their trade ; and allb to right and re* 
compenfe themfelves upon the goods, eftate, or people of thofe parts, by 
whom they fhould luftain any injury, lofs, or damage, or upon any otliet 
people that fliould any w^ interrupt, wrong-, or injure them in their trade, 
within the limits of their charter. 

That your petitioners, by a charter of the 10th of the late King William 
the Third, and by your Majefly’-s royal charter of the 26th. year of your 
Teign, have power to raife and maintain fuch a body of handing forces at 
their feverab fettlements in the Eaft Indies, and fuch a number of feamem 
and fhips of defence, as fhall be necelTary for the fafeguard and defence of 
the fame ; and to take and furprize all and overy perfon and perfbns, with 
their fhips, armour, and ammunition, and other goods, as fhall in an hoftile 
manner' invade or attempt the defeating or deftrudtion of your petitioners 
fettlements, or your Majefly’s fubjedts, inhabiting therein, and upon juft 
caufe to invade and deftroy the enemies of the fame. ‘ - 

That your petitioners have for feveral years pafl, at inf menfe expence, 
been obliged to maintain very conliderable bodies of handing forces,- and a. 
number of feamen and fhips of defence, to protedt Aeir fettlements and 

^eir ^lies, againh the troubles which have for feveral years pah arifen in 

different 
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difRrent parts of India, and againft the French, when your M^efty has 
been engaged in a war againft that crown j and the Nabdb of Baigal, 
having latdy taken your petinoncrrfcttlcment at Fort William, at Calcutta, 
in Bengal, your peunoners, with the afliftance of your Majeflys fleet, and 
fome of your Majeflys forces, in conjun&on with force* rajfed and paid by 
your petitioners at very grrat expcnce, have retaken the laid place with con- 
liderable booty and plunder, the greateft part whereof had bin the property 
of your petitioners or their fervants, or other inhabitants living under their 
proteibon, and which had before been taken from them by the Nabdb j one 
moiety of which plunder and booty is to be diflnbntcd between the admiral, 
ofheers, andfearaen, in your Majeitysand your penooners fervice, according 
to certain agreement! made between them and yonr petitioners Governor ano 
Council at Fort Saint George, and the other moiety was referved for jrour 
Majefly s difpoM, who by your royal letters patent of the 19th -of September 
laft, in compen&tion for the great damage fuflamed by your petitioners, and 
of thar great expenccs in fitting out and preparing the expedition for that 
purpofe, have been graaoully pleafed to giant the fame to your petitioners 
lor tlicir own ufe, except fuch veflcls, goods, merchandizes, treiure, and 
other things whatfoever, which had been forcibly taken or detained by the 
enemy, from any of your fulgeas or others, trading or refidmg within the 
limits of the find town and fettleraent of Calcutta, or m any manner under 
yonr Majeflys protcflion, and which had been or fhould be retaken, which 
It was your Majefly a royal purpofe fhould be reftored to the onguial owners 
thereof, as far as might be, paying a reafonable falvagc 

That by rcafon of the national war with France, and their intngucs with 
die Governments in India, and for the prefervauon of your petitioners fcttle- 
ment! and trade, your petiuoners, at much greater expence than their trade 
will bear, are obliged to keep and mamUin a very conCderable force, both 

by land and at fea, to aft as occafion fhall require, and have Acquired, or 
have a profpedl of acquinng from their enemies, the Cud Nabdb of Bengal and 
the French, fome diftnas of land, which will be very convenient for car- 



of land, and the plunder and booty which may be conquered- and taken bv 
your petmonen forces upon any occafion, other at land or upon the fea do 
not belong unto your Majefly j and if fo, your peunoners will not only bc^t 
ven cxpace without any^mpence but ftomyour Majefly . ^good- 
ticfs but arc alfo deprived of the means to reward foch officers wd other 
pufons, as may eptnently difhnguifh themfelvcs m yourpcuuonen fervicc 


Vour 
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Your petitioners therefore moft humbly pray your Majefty, That to- 
Tvards compehfation of the great damages they have already, and may 
fuither fuftain, and of the very great expence and charge which your 
petitioners have been at, and muft ftill continue^your Majefty will be 
graciouliy pleafed to grant to your petitioners, for their own ufe, all 
fuch plunder and booty, ftiips, veftels, goods, merchandizes, treafure, 
and other things whatfoever, which may be taken by any of your 
petitioners land or fea forces from any of your Majefty ’s enemies, or 
' from the Indian enemies of your petitioners, with the like exception 
as is contained in the'faid letters patent of the 1 9 th of September laft^ 
and that your petittoners may hold and enjoy to them a 7 id thetr juccejjors^ 
fubjeB to your Majejiy s right of fovereigiity in and over the fafnejall fuch 
fortreffeSy dijlridis, and territories, within the limits of their trade, as 
they have acquh'ed, or may hereafter acquire, from any nation, fate or 
people, by treaty, gi^ant, or conqiieji, with power to reftore; give up, 
and difpofe of the fame, as they fliall from time to time fee occafion ; 

■ fubjed: neverthelefs to your Majefty’s difpofttion and pleafure, as to 
fuch lands as may be acquired by conqueft from the fubjedls of any 
European power. 

(L, S.) 

Copy of the Attorney and Solicitor Generals Report, on the Petition’ of the 

Eaft India Company. December 24th, 1757. 

"■ / 

To the KIN G " s moft Excellent Majesty. 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 

I N humble obedience to your Majefty ’s Commands, ftgnified to us by the 
right honourable Mr. Pitt, one of your Majefty "s Principal Secretaries of 
State, in his letter of the 3d inftant, inclofing the annexed petition delivered^ 
to Your Majefty on behalf of the Eaft: India Company, and directing us to 
take the faid petition into our confideration, and report our opinion to Your 
Majefty, how far it may be legal and advifeable to grant the feveral things 
delired by the Company in their faid petition, and alfo, whether there are any 
and what objections thereto > and, in cafe we fhall be of opinion, that fuch 
•grants are legal and may be advifeable, and no material objection fhall appear 
thereto, further commanding us. to prepare the proper draught of a warrant 
for Your Majefty s Royal Signature, and to tranfmit the fame, with our re- 
port, to be laid before Your Majefty for your approbation : 

[ Z 2 ] We 
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We havetakcQ the fatd pebbon into our conCderabon, and have been at- 
tended by fame of the pnnapal gentlemen in the direflion of the faid Com- 
pany and ieir agents, with copies of their charters, and exttadls fi-aii^ie 
lame and haying heard all which they thought proper to alledge m fuppdtt 
or explanabon. of thrtr faid petiOon, we beg leave humbly to reprefent to 
Your Maiefly, 

That the prayer of the pebbon conCfts of two parts f. 

I That Your Majefty will be pleafcd to grant to the Ealf India Company; 
and their fucccffors, all fuch plunder and booty as may be taken by any of 
their land orfea forces from any of Your Majcflys enemies, or the Indian 
tncmics of the fatd Company, with the like excepbon as is contained m Your 
letters patent of the 19th September lall 

II That they may hold and enjoy, fu^eft to Your Majettys right of fo- 
lereignty, all fuch fortrefles, diftndts, and terntories, as they have acquiredl. 
or tday hereafter acquire, from ahy nabon, ftate, or people, by treaty, grant, 
or conqueft, with power to reftofe, give np, and diljxifc of the fame, as tiny 
fhall, from bme to bme, fee occafion ) fubjcift nevcrthelcfi to Your Majefty s 
difpoDuon and pleafure, as to fuch lands as may be acquired by conqueft from 
the fubjeils of any European power 

The gtonnds on which the pebbon is preferred, are thefe That the plun- 
der of all goods and perfonal things, taken from the enemies of Your Ma- 
jefty, or of the Company, by their forces, not being granted to the Company, 
they cannot lawfully apply it, other to reWard thole officers in their fcrvicc 
who have deferved well, or to make compen&bon to themfelves for their 
great Ioffes and cxpcnces, by applying part of it to their own ufe j and they 
apprehend it to be omemcly doubtful, whether fortreffes or territories, ac- 

S uircd fay treaty, grant, or conqueft, can be retained or held, or can be re- 
ored or given up bj treaty, or otherwifc. Without relbrting, m every mftince, 
to Your Majefty, for your royal grant or licence 

As to the firft part of the prajer of their pebbon, concermiw captures of 
goods and flups, wc arc humbly of opinion, that Your Majelfy s IotI pre- 
rogabve enables you, by letters patent, under the Great Sial, -to raSc fuch 
grant, both m prefent and m' future, and wc think no juft objcaion can 
be made to it, provided it be accompanied with an excepbon of all recap- 
tores of the goods of pnvafe pcrlbns trading nnder Your Majefty s protedhoiq 
agreeably to a daufe contained in your letters patent of the loth of Sept 
laft, and hkewifc with fomc other reftnflions 

The firft reftnOion wc propofe is, to confine the grant to the cafe of cap- 
lura made m the Eaft Indies, within the limits of the former chartera 
a feeming beft to leave all other captures accidentally made by Eaft India 

' Clips, 
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fhips, not within the limits of their trade and fettlements, to the general 
lules of law, or the tempoiaiy prbvifions of Parliament 

" 'Tecond reftiidlion piopofed is, to confine, the grant to captures ?nade 
a dcfcp/ive war, or during a fiate of hoftihty coimnenced morely for the 
profeMton of their trade and fettlements. This is agieeable to the terms^ 
and intention of all the chaiters given to the Company by Your Majefty, 
or Youi Royal p'edecefibrs, w'hich empowei them to make war in ther 
Eafi: Indies, only to rcCompenfe themfehes for lojje^, or to repel invaders. 

The third reftridtion propofed is, to confine the grant to captures made 
by the Company’s foices, adting alone, and not in conjundbon with thofe 
commiflioned by Your Majefty’s authority, which will leave it in Your 
Majefiy’s breafi:, in cafes of joint expeditions, to difinbute the plunder or 
prizes made, amongft the oflicers, foldieis and feamen in Your own fer- 
vice, and thofe employed by the Company, .accoiding to their refpedtive 
merits, in fuch manner as may be moft agreeable to Your Hoyal wifdom. 

As to the latter part of the prayer of the petition, relative to the holding 
or retaining fortrefifes, or diftridls, already acquired, or to be acquired by 
treaty, grant, or conquefi, we beg leave to point out fome diftindlions upon it. 

In lefpedl to fuch places as have been, or fhall be acquired by treaty, 
or grant from ,the Mogul, or any of the Indian Princes, or governments. 
Your Majefiy’s letters patent are not necelTary, the property of the foil veiling 
in the Company by the Indian grants, fubjedl only to Your Majefty’s .right 
of fovereignty over the fettlements, as Englifh fettlements, and over the 
inhabitants, as Englifli fuhjedls, who cairy with them Tour May eflys laws^ 
wherever they form colonies, and receive Tour Majefys proteSiion, by virtue 
of Tour Royal Charters. In refpedl to fuch places as have lately been- 
acquired, or fhall hereafter be acquired by conquefi, the property, as well 
as the dominion, vefls in Tour Majefy, by virtue of Tour known prerogative 
and confequently, the Company can only derive a light to them, througlx 
Your Majefiy’s grant : But we fubmit our humble opinion to Your Majefty, 
that it ’is not warranted by precedent, nor agreeable ' to found , policy, nor to 
the tenor of the charters which have been laid before us, to make fuch a general 
grant, not only of pafl, but of future contingent conquefs, made upon any' 
power, European or Indian, to a trading company. Many objeBions occur 
to it, more material to be weighed than explained. If at any time the Eafi: 
India Company, m the' profecution of their juft rights, fhall chance to 
conquer a fortrefs or diftridl, which may be convenient for carrying on 
their trade, ' and is . afterwards either -ceded to them by treaty, or proper 
to be maintained by force, it is time' enough to refort to Your Majefty for 
Your Royal grant, ' whenever the cafe ^rifes. At the fame time, we mufl 
do juftice to the honourable intentions of thofe who preferred this pe- 
tition 


/ 
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tion to Your Majefty, in laying. That as foon as the obje&ons were inti- 
mated, they r^ily acquiefced, and exprefled themfelves much more 
anxious, for the take of obtaining a clear rule for the direflion of thar 
officers in India, to have their doubts explained, as to their powers of 
reflonng or furrendenng places conquered j and to know, whether the 
Company is enabled, by any of their prclent charters, to yield up conquefts 
made on the Indian Pnnees orGovemments by treaty, without Your Maiefly 6 
licence an every inftance , the procuring of which might be attended with 
great delay in preffing exigcrKCs. In anfwer to this dobbt lb Hated, we 
are humbly of opinion, that the Royal charters, granted to the Company, 
having repeatedly given them the powers of making peatc as well as 
war with the Indian Princes or Governments, it is incident to the power 
of making peace, to be enabled to reftore conquefts, or things taken in 
war, othcrwife they would have the power to make peace, without the 
means of obtaining it But to remove all poffible doubts, we think it will 
not be improper (if it Iball be Your Majefty s pleafurc) to explain their 
powers of moving peace, by a claufc to be inlerted in the letters patent 
propofed, enabling them to make ceffions of new conquefts, acquired from 
any of the Indian Princes or States, dnnng the late troubles between the 
Eaft India Company and the Nabdb of Bengal, or which Iball be acquired 
in time coming, with an exprefs exception, agreeably to the prayer of their 
petition, of any fettlements or temtories conquered from the fuffiefts of 
any European power, leaving the tame open to be diijiofed of -in all 
cafes, accordmg to Your Royal wiltlom 

Thu explanation will be agreeable to the plan of former charters, in 
which we bep leave to obfcrve to Your Majefty, that the general power of 
making war is further explained and followed by parucnlar defcnptions of 
the hothlities which the Company may excrafe againft their enemies 
But the power to make peace is not extended by any fuch defenpuon 

Thu bemg our opinion, we have prepared the draught of a warrant 
accordingly, and have annexed the fame to our report, m obedience to 
Your Majefty a commands 

All which u moft humbly ftbmittcd to Your Majefty s Royal wifHom 


Dec 04, 1757 


Signed, 


C PRATT 
C YORKE. 


Warrant 
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Warrant for Grant, Propofed by his Majefty’s Attorney and So- 
hcitor General, in their Report of the 24th December , 1757, and* 
approved and hgned the 26th. 


GEORGE R, 


O U R and Pleafure is, That you forthudth prepare a Bill for Our 
Royal Signature, to pafs our Great Seal of Great Brkam, containing- 
Our Grant unto the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eajl Indies^ and their Succe/Tors, of all fuch booty or plunder, £hips, 
velTels, goods, merchandizes, treafure, and "other things whatfoever,' 
which, hnce Our Letters Patent of the 19th day of September laft, have 
been or fliall b^ taken or feized from any of the enemies of the faid Com- 
pany, or any of our enemies in the Eafi Indies^ by any Ihips or forces of 
the faid Company, employed by them, or on their behalf, within any pla- 
ces or limits of their trade, preferibed to them by any of the Charters' 
granted by Us, or any of our Royal PredecelTors ; provided always, that 
die faid plunder or booty, as aforefaid, be taken or feized, during wars 
or hoftilities, begun and carried on, in order to right and recompenfe the 
faid Company, upon the goods, eftate, or people of thofe parts, from 
whom they diall - fudain, or fhall have juft and well-grounded caufe to 
fear any injury, lofs, or damage, or upon any other people, who fhall 
interrupt, wrong, or injure them in their faid tiade, within the limits of 
their faid Charter, or to injure our fubjedls or others trading or reliding 
within the faid Settlements, or in any manner under our protedlion, with- 
in the faid places or limits 5 and further provided always that the booty or 
plunder as aforefaid be taken in w^ars, hoftilities, or expeditions, begun, 
undertaken, carried on, and completed by the forces raifed and paid by 
the faid Company alone, or by the ftiips employed at their foie expence ; 
laving Our Prerogative Royal, to diftribute the faid plunder or booty in 
fuch manner and proportions as We- fhall think fit, in all cafes where any 
of the forces by land or fea, of us and Our Succeflbrs, fhall be ap- 
pointed and commanded to a<ft in conjunction with the fhips and n forces 
of the faid Company j and excepting always out of our faid Grant all fuch 
fhhips, veflels, goods, merchandizes, treafuYe and other things what/b- 
ever, which hav6 been or fhall be forcibly taken or detained by the enemy' 
from any of Our fubjeCts, or others trading or refiding within the places 
or imits aforefaid under Our protection, and which have been or fhall be ^ 
retaken in confequence of any wars, hoftilities, or expeditions as afore- 
faid j it being agreeable to juftice and equity, and to Our Royal purpofe, 
that"the.fame fhall be reftored to the original owmers refpeCtively, as far as 
on payment of reafonable falvage. And it is our further will and. 

pleafu 
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pleafnre, that yon do infcrt a clauie or claufcs in the faid^bill, enahlmg the 
laid Company, by any treatv^ jOr treaties of peapc, made pr to be made 
hetwecrf' them, or any of their officcn. Servants, or j Agents, employed 
on their behalf, and any of the Indian Prmccs or governments, 'to cede, 
reftore, or diijxjfe of any fortreflcs, diftmas, or terntones,' acquired by 
oonquell: from any of the faid Indian Pnnces or governments dunng the 
late troubles between the faid Company and the Nabob of ^Bengal, or 
•which lhall be acquired by conqueft m time commg Provided always, 
that the laid Company Jhall not have any power or authority whatfoever, to 
cede, reftore, or dilpofe of, any fettlcraents, fortreflra, diftnfl^ or temtones' 
conquered from the futgedts -of any European power, without the fpcaai 
licence and approbation of us and our fucccflbrs And it is our will and 
pleafure, that you do infert m the laid bill, all fuch other claufes as you, 
Hull judge neceflaiy for making our laid grant ,moft firm, vahd, and 
cffedhial And for fo doing, firc. Dated 'the 26th December, 1757, 

To our Attorney and 

Solicitor General, _ By His M^efty’s Command. , 

JStJned ’W 


F a N tr S, 

» ' 
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tht government become mibtary, and We 'are at once- made liable- ter 
all tne horrible confeqoenCes which it is needlefs for us to pojnt out, 
as they mud be but too obvious to every one v/hp reflet that he is 
a Bnton, and a fon of fteedom, unlefi the avil power heartiiy in- 
terferes to prevent fuch unprecedented proceedings, before they 
: have gained too great a head VThen we refleft upon the tranfac- 
' tions of this day, when we refledt that we appealed to the laws of our 
I countryj and when we refleft thati that 'appeal was di(rcgardcd> how 
' can we but tremble fpr our liberties, which, he at the laft ga(p I — If' 
‘ we have committed any dime, wc are ready to anfwer for it, and 

• fhallrgoice to be fried by an impartial jury to that we -flyfoiipro- 
' tedhon againft fuch unwarrantablcj and lawlefi proceedings If 
‘ through Ignorance we have committed any error m point of form, 

' we hope you will excule it, and efleem us your diftreffed fellow- 

• fubjedli 


(Signed) “ BENJ WILDING 
“ JOHN PETRIE ” 

In confequence of this letter, they were earned before the forcraarr 
and jury by a peace-officer j and after being fwom and examined, tb^ 
were condudled back to their lodgings, erulong in the hoppmefs of being 
Englilhmen, and fecure in the hope of obtaining redrefi againfl their 
opprefTors 

How fhall I go on I — How fhall I publifh to the world the fhamc-oF 

2 country? — There were not twelve honeft men found to llandTorth 
irtors of Bntilh hlicrty 1 However, to do mankind julbce, ten de- 
clared for the noble pnvilege of Bntonj, and liven for power ' but the 
judges were of opinion, that only twelve could conflitute a legal ma- 
jont) The little fpmt of liberty which cxifled in the fettlemcnt after 
this, was exerted for a fhort time in raanifclling deteftation of tbofe 
feven proflitutcs to powers but die lenient hand of time, which fmooths- 
by dcCTCcs even the brows of murderers, has long ago buned their crime 
and ihcir punifhmcnt in oblivion, nor has one Ipark of that noble pnn- 
ciple ever blazed forth fince that penod 

I am not fuffincntly verfed in the laws of my country to determine, 
but I have been allured, that fevenleen cannot legally conftitutc a 
Grand Jury, unlefs when no more can attend If this be true, there 
muft have been fcandalous proceedings in the cafe before us ; Cnee, 
when the jurors w ere to hav c been f« orn in, there were twenty in the 
courts but when fixtecn had taken the oath, Mr Vcrcift made the 

clerk 
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clerk of the .peace ball theni' over twice’, to know the' nbm'her!, and I:fup-^ 
pofe the names, before diet would’ permit tKe^ feVeWteehth to taHthe oathi^ 
Ld, immediately lipon Its being- adfhmiftefed^td tbetn'> th'e bthe? three werb 
rei^uired to leave the court, for that the jury was complete# How far this 
manner of abting is agreeable to law, I cannot pretend to^ fay, but it 

feems to be very unlike^'jti-fti'cfe.- ’ ’ - ’ 

The fituation of the prifoners^ was now more deploraHe th'jan .^ever. 
Given up by the law to the mercy of their enemies, they had hothing to 
expedt but the utmoft. fevef;ty,;-> which, wouldjcertainly'hdve rfallen' upba 
^em,' bht for the protedion that Mr, Gideorfjohnftone^s houfe afforded^’' 
them, which the officers did not choofe to enter, unle/s exprefsly' autho- 
rized by the Jiat oi Lord Clive. 

In the mean time an_ attorney, bolder than reft, ventured to ac- 
quaint them, that thby'mi^hty ’^tr'afiy time'; bind the Adjutant over to 
the peacejr-as well -as^'any^ number of perfons; his abettors, though un- 
known tbtliem^:,, upon which they immediately, each of them, wrote- 
the following letter viz, ^ 

“■ To Randolph Mariiott^'Til^uii'^;' on^"of 'h'is‘*MajeftyV juftices of 

, “ ,the Peace. - 

^ ''mT , i . 

«'s-rRV ^ 

' On the 26 th of this current month,” a perfon who calls himfelf 
“ Lieutenant Baldwin, Fort Adjutant, came to the houfe <v^here T re- 
fide, and threatened ^ to bring a military Torce,.' confifting of a jarp- 
nlad^r and"'' thirty'^ add Jarry mb bf vi 61 ehce''a' piifoher to the. ^ 

New ^ Fort; there to confihb.^e, if ’Lwhilld' nuiTubjeifl'niyfeif ''to rni-* 
litary lawj after LHad lnforrti'ddhini'tWice; that I held no"militkry em- ^ 
ploymeht, and " Was" tHbt'efdrb ' not’ fiibjeft tp^ffiilltdry law. As'this^^ 
'« threatening has’ nCv'er'- bbctf tkk'ch ’off, eVCr fin ce lived in’ ’ fear ^ 

“ of my life ; and 'am'‘ deteif bd ' frdm gdirig abhfit’' my^ lawful affairSj ' 
■ whiclrfuffer great in’ip'edrm^nfsy‘fdf^’fekf''of^ afi'ufiiulf iV-the feets : ' 
with a view*' toffiling’hihi to "co’ridi^h punifiirrieht', I muffTec^ueift* you 
“ will bind him'- over toThe peace," kS"Well a§ feVefal other perfons uh- 
“ known to me, his abettortV add' whbtn he cklled by fh^name oftlie 
Governor and Council j but as. I am apprehenfive of being feized by 
this man m my way to yCu,*!' rfiuft "likewife requeft you will ordei a. 
peace-officer to prote<ft mc' till J come before you, and. make oath to» 
y the truth of what I have herein fet forth. 

L am, Sir, your moft obedient fervant, 

(.One copy' fign'ed) BEN. WILDING.” ' 
(Another) « JOHN PETRIE.” 

^ - Mfo- 


cc- 


cc 


cc- 


cc 


cc 
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Mr Mamott, the Afting Julhce, without returning any Anfwer, 
ported away to the Counal-houfe, to talte the advice of his brother ag- 
greflbrs j and Jrom thence wrote to them the ju/ltce-bke letter follow- 
ing 


“ To Captam Wilding and Lieutenant Petne. 

II 1 I 

•“ GENItEMEli, , 1 „ 

" Pleafeto inform me whether Lieutenant Baldwin came to jou In a 
jiubhcor pnvate capacity f 

•“ I am, Gentlemen, 

Your mort obedient fervant, , 

{Signed) RANDOLPH MARRIOTT, one of 
” his Majefly s Jolhces of the Peace for Calcutta." 

To this letter they returned the following anfwer. 

•“ To Randolph Mamott, Efquire, one of his Majefty’s Jnfhces of 
" the Peace for Oilcotta. 

'•SIR, 

r 

•• Imagining you had, through inadvertency, addrerted us on the co- 
“ ver of your letter under ivrong titles, we broke the feal i but muft in- 
“ form you, that, holding no milita^ employment, we are not to be 
•• known m any affair of law by any other than our Chnfban names 
“ However, as courtefy generally continues an officer s title after he has 
" rcligncd his commirtion, we, to lave time, inform you, that Lieu- 
“ tenant Baldwin came to us in a CUb, fword, and gorget, the proper drels 
“ of his office, and faid, he was ordered to threaten us by the Gover- 
•' nor and Council but we, as private perlbns, have no bulincls whe- 
“ thcr he came in a public or pnvate capacity 

“ We are, SIR, 

“ Your mort obedient fervants, 

(Signed) •• BEN WILDING. 

«• JOHN PETRIE ” 


They 
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They heard nothing more from Mr. Marriott that day. About nine at 
night, Mr. Petrie, finding it neceflary to go abroad about fome urgent 
bufinefs, wrote, by himfelf, the following^ letter 

« To Randolph Marriott, Efquirc, one of his Majefty's Juftices oP 

the Peace for the. Town of Calcutta. 

\ 

« S I R, 

« A-s a fubje£l of Great Britain, labouring under opprefiion, I again 

apply to you, as one of his Majefty’s fworn Juftices of the Peace, for 
« that juftice againft’my oppreflbrs which: the law dirc<£ls, and which' 
« his Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed tb take particular notice of in^ 
« his letters patent to his Juftices. 

‘‘ Lam, S I R', 

Your obedient fcrvant,.-. ‘ 

(Signed) » JOHN PETRIE.^" 

. This produced, next morning, the letter following : 

1 1 

To Captain Wilding and Lieutenant Petrie.^ ' 
Gentlemen, s 

“ As you mention. Lieutenant Baldwin came to you in his public 
“ military capacity, any grievance you may have to complain . of muft* 
“ lay againft the authority which fent him ; and as an A6i of Parliament 

points out a method of redrefs, I apprehend a juftice of the Peace cannot' 
“ interfered 

5*' Lam, Gentlemen',, 

- S " 

“• Your moft obedient fervantj, 

(Signed)- « RANDOLPH MARRIOTI??? 

r 

The* unfortunate gentlemen thought this letter^ worthy' of ‘ no other- 
rcply- than the following ftiort anfwer : ' ' 

1 

Meflieurs Wilding'and' Petrie prefect their compliments to Mn Mar-^- 
“ riott, andftiould be glad to know how the mcliengei m tho'^affair of Mr*^ 
" Wilkes came to be punilhed ? 

Calcutta, 3 d June i/hd.” 

21 
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Thus finifhcd their coTTcfppij^enqfj 'ap|l -conRt^on with the 
Jo^TICI:s 9FiCalcpttAj (pr after >|thi 5 ^troai their Dv\n 

protciors, and met with pp -q^hct {lian-hwitg fpllowd, through 

the town bp the fpics of the Gfevcmor, lint after them to lee who gave 
them a dinperpprti fppperi, iPofqeh^fttnJi^atgiincanBclJcs dpi Isid men 
in power dclcend ! j , > i 'i > ^ , u ‘ 

Notnithftanding all that had palTcd, the pnfoners would hate found 
It a diificult matter to have proved a fallc imprifonmcnt upon the Go- 
vernor and Countpl, had'jit not l^eejjfptj,tbfif pw^foljy fmdjipctjnMency 
fn about a we^ after tbpir^^^rrefpon^qqcc^jwit^j t)j«^ forcfpap and Mr 
Mamott was at an end, 'the' A^jut?ht ojyty atpre made his appearantic at 
their lodgings (like the herald in Henry t)fi; 3Fjfth after the battle 6f Agm- 
court) crejl janen, where, meht t^plh rt;|pe^ul , terms,] he de- 

livered the compliments of the Governor and Council, telling them that, 
as Sir Robert rietchcr hai acitfricJ ef tbt 'hmmtjjims 'when tbtj refignei the 
fervtce, they were no Unger ppfoners, but ncm nt liberty to go vibere they 
fteajed It is a qucftion worthy tlie determination of a Governor and 
Counal, whether tyrannical pnoe or meanneft appeared moft conlpicuous 
tlirough the whole counfe of thefeproceedmgs?. ,, r , 

That have I, mj^ear Sir, gone'through th'i mSft toatenallpircam- 
Ibnccs attending this melancholy, aftir, with avojding, for fear of pro- 
lirity, the mention of hta/iy things of Ifers'-ltaportibce, but equally 
tending to prove tlic unremitting violence with which the people m power 
nfted towards the unhappy oj^pers, ,^tyho ^,ha^ Sacrificed their yqutli 
and conftitutiohs ^tq the fcrvicc qf^thc. Coqipany 'Whether the twq 
gerilletncn abovc-mentiofied dsfvppd ,1^' tr^^Ujpf tficy^ met with,,qr 
pbl, or whether the conduit of tjie^’juftices’' was according to law, 
I Will not prctbnd to determine , and lhall theVelbre conclude with 
making this obvious remark upon the whole, that the Icgifiature moft 
ccrtainl} have been impofed upon with refpidl: to Uie ftatc of aftairs in 
India, fincc wc cannot thipk they tppuld be, ignorant, that all the Com- 
pany s fcltlcments are fubjed to the laws of England The juftices of 
the petec through ill India, dte thofe, only, who arc of the Counal at 
the different fetUements, who are fo <ri offao j they leave England at 
the age of fixteep, mapy of them before they know what juflico means, 
and arc ever afterwards taught to bciictc it cpnfift? mlthc Jiat of a Go- 
venrrenJ Council There is fcarcc ever a caufe m which it is ncccflary 
for a jufficc to interfere, which docs not ttjee its nfc either front ndi- 
culoui orders from d o Company at home, or the rapaaous monopoliz- 
ing fpmt of their fervants abroad and, above all, there is fcarcc a 
pofliblc cafe in which the memben of the Council, as individuals, are 

4 .not 
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»ot concerned directly oi indirectly, from their extenlive connexions in 
import and export trade, farms, &c. 6cc. Is then the boafted liberty of 
Engli{hmen to be fubjeX to a jurifdiXion, where the judge himfelf is 
either appellant or defendant? How ftrikingly applicable is this to the 
cafe of Mr. Marriott before us ? Inftead of having the parties immediately 
brought before him, or calling together a Bench of Juftices, he polled 
away to the Council-houfe, to confult with thefervants of the Company, 
his own alibciates, whether he lliould aX according to his confcience, 
and adminifter juftice according to his oath, or according to the dic- 
tates of a tyrannical ruler. As this letter has much exceeded the length 
I intended at firft, I imagine you are fufliciently tired; and wifliing 
you all happinefs, I am, &c. 


N°xxxr. ■ 

The Narrative of Mr. Vernon Duff i eld, relative to his own 
Cafe, and the Cafe of Mr. Francis Robertson of Bengal. 

Having ferved many 5>'ears in the army at Bengal, I was one of tlie 
many officers who thought themfelves injured and diftrelTed by the fud- 
den reduXion of the eftablifhed batta-money, in December 1765, by 
Lord Clive and his Secret Committee; and who, after fruitlefsly waiting 
fix months in hopes of a favourable ifllie to their remonftrances, came 
to a refolution to refign on the ifl of May 1766. The brigade I be- 
longed to lay in cantonments at Bankipore, near Patna, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Sir Robert Barker, who fent me an order, immediately 
after I had refigned my commiffion, to repair to Calcutta the very next 
day. - Upon this, I waited on Sir Robert Barker, to be acquainted with 
the TC^fons of my having fo fhort a notice given me, particularly as he 
knew my wife and family were with me, totally unprepared for fo long 
a journey, and my private concerns altogether unfettled; and farther 
to requeft, that if (notwithftanding I was no longer in the Company's 
military fervice) I mull go, he would allow me a few days more to 
fettle my affairs. Thefe my remonftrances and requeft had no effeX : 

' whereupon I afked Colonel Barker, if he would ftand to all the CO nfe- 
quences of thelofs or Ioffes that might happen of my valuable effeXs, 
from the dangers of the river, as well as of thofe I fhould, on fo fhort a 
notice, be neceffitated to leave behind me ^ The Colonel returned for 
anfwer, that I muft go, and that he would ftand to every thine: he did, 

N Where- 
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■\V hereupon J was obliged to leave Bankiporc that evening , taking 
M ith me mj wife and family, and leaving behind unadjufted debts that 
were due to me to»the amount of 16,000 rupees The boats oh the 
.Company s account, provided by Colonel Barker to carry me to Cal- 
cutta, appeared fo cxceffive ba 4 , that I could not think of ventunng 
mjfelf and family in them, and having luckily a hoat of my own, I 
embarked with, my family on board my own boat, putting my baggage 
into the boats provided for that 'purpofe ; feanng much at the lame 
time, that, they would not be able to undergo the voyage to Calcutta, 

, which was between 400 and yoo miles off Juft after my amval 
at a place called Noon Golah I received an order from Colonel 
Barker, that I muft not on any account touch, or call at Mong- 
heer on my way On my paffage down, one of the Company s boats 
with a part of my baggage on board, to the amount of about one 
thoufand rupees, was loft in a ftorm near Bhar, whereupon I wrote 
to Colonel Barker, informing him of the accident, and that ift confe- 
quence of his declaration, " that he ftiould ftand to the confcquences 
*• of thus fending me out of the country,’’ I fliould take the liberty to 
ifend him an account of the particulars of my lofs, and call upon him 
lor the amount to which letter he never returned any anfwer Having 
procured another boat at my own expeoce, to take in fuch part of the 
baggage as was faved from the wreck, I proceeded on till we arrived 
at Bandecoot a place about 100 miles from Calcutta , where, not find- 
ing water fufficicnt in the river to carry boats any farther, I was under 
•the necelfity of leaving the boats, and of travelhng over land with my 
family and baggage, at my own expence 1 which, mcluding boat-hire, 
bearers, coolcys, hackeriCs, and Other travelhng cbaigcs, coft me 
about 600 rupees before I arnved at Calcutta, which was the begin- 
ingof June, having been better than a month on my paffage down 
On the 9th June 1766, I received an order from the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta, m which four other Gentlemen were included, 
direfling ys to hold ourfelvcs in readincfs to embark for Europe by the 
returning (hips of that feafon As this was an unprecedented thing, I 
imagined it was done With a defign to frighten us into the fervicc again} 
and finding afterwards that many of the religners had again aflually 
entered into the fcnicc, and farther confidenng I was in rank near a 
majoritj, and that if the Governor md Council lliould pcrCft in carry- 
ing their order for my fuddcniy going to Europe into execution by 
force. It would be the caufe of inevitable rum to me and my family i I 
therefore v as ncccffiintcd to make every fubmidion that could be made 
with dcccncj or proprict) to the PrcCdcnt and Council, as well as to 
I fcveral 
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feveral particular members, in' order to procure my rcinftatcment: but 
thofe my applications and fubmiflions were all iiicffedlual.' * \ 

,Onthe 'i8tIi Auguft 1766, to my great furprize, I leceived' a letter 
from Mr. .William Alderfey; fecretary, informing me, That in cop'^ 
« fequencC of the notice already given me of the 9th June 176*6, to 
« prepare for returning to Europe, for the part I hore in the late re- 
^‘'hgnation of the officers- of the army, he was ordered, by the Right 
“ Honourable Lord Clive, prefident, and the Cblincil of Calcutta, to 
« acquaint me that I muft. accordingly embark on board the Lord 
Camden, which ffiip was expetSted to fail towards the end of the 
“ months and that Captain Smith was furniffied with an order for re- 
ceiving me on board with my neceffianes.” A't this time rriy wife 
was three'months gone with child. The fuddennefs of'fuch unexpeded 
news, and the refledion of my being thus cruelly torn from her, over- 
came her fo much that ffie fell Tick, and a violent fever enfued, which 
had near coft her her life; and in the niidd: of this illnefs ffie mifcarried. 

I found from Captain Smith, commander of The Lord Camden, 
who had likewife received his orders from the Governor and ‘Council, 
that I was to be takea on board as a charter-party pahengcr , and' 
ffiould have but bad accommodations on board : in the midll‘ therefore 
of my diftrefs, I once more, under date of the 24th' Auguft 1766, ad- 
dreffed the Governor and Council in the moft fubmiffive teims, requeft- 
ing that, in confideration of my long, faithful, and known fervices in 
the Company’s military employ, I might, as well as others, be re-ad- 
mitted to my former ftation. Lfarther reprefented the diftieffed fitua- 
tion of myfelf and family, and that 1 could not thus go to Europe with- 
out inevitable ruin. 

In anfwer to this my humble fupplication, I received a letter from 
Mr. Secretary Alderfey, dated Calcutta; the^ 25th Auguft 1766, in- 
forming me, “ That he was ordered ‘-by the Right Honourable the Pi e- 
“ fident -and^Council to acknowledge the receipt of my letter to them, 
and to acquaint me, in anfwer, that <they were determined to have 
their orders duly complied with j and unlefs I 'did repair on board 
The Lord Camden in proper time, purfuant to the noticp I had al- 
leady received, that I might be affiired the Company’s 01 ders would 
be put in execution, by embarking me by force.” - 

I v 

r 

‘ * Charter-party pafTengers are fent home at the Company’s expcnce, fo far as to be intitled 

to a birth and to fhip s provifions, as common failorsi The fending over of gtntJemen' b}’’ 
violence, therefore, on fuch a kind of'agreement, is putting'them exactly on a footing with 
the felons who are tranfported from England to America j whofe accommodation and fupply 
of flnp-provifions, during the voyage, are contracted’ and paid for by^ the crown. 

N, 2 ' ; On 
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appendix 

On Fnday the 29th Angnft 17^6, Lord Chrc ordered hrs Aid-de- 
<amp. Captain Upton, to acquaint me, that he cxpefted I would go on 
hoard the fliip Lord Camden, Captain Smith, on the Monday next, as 
the Captam went on board that dayj and that Mr Kellall the Com- - 
milTary General had orders to provide me -with boats As I had before 
heard Colonel Barker declare, m prefcnce of fevcral officers, that Lord 
CIivc would facnfice himfelf, family, and fortune, and even the whole 
fettlement, rather than give up his pomt, 1 now plamly perceived it 
was impoffible to foften his inhuman heart to 'compaffion, but that I 
fhould fliortly be tom from my family, fortune, and every thing dear 
to me All that I could do'on this oocafion, m the fettlement of Cal- 
•cutta, was to caufe the notary pubhc, Mr John Holme, to draw up 
two protclls againft Lord Chve, the Council, and Captain Nathaniel 
Smith of The Lord Camdenj which was accordingly done, and one of 
them I prcfented to the Governor and Council, and the lOther to Cap- 
tam Smith 

On the mormng of the 3d September TvdB, Captain Upton catae to 
tny honfe, and inrormed me that Lord Chve had font him to me, to 
deCre 1 would not repel force by force, as he intended that afternoon 
to fend an officer with a party of fcapoys to force me on board The Lord 
Camden j and that his LordQiip farther delired him to acquaint m^ 
that he would give me all the law onmydide that I could require, as 
he was fiilly determined U ireak mlo mj boufe, either at the doors or 
Windows I delired Captain Upton to prefent my refpcas to Lord Chve, 
and acquaint him that I was refolved not to go on board any Ihip by 
confent, and that his Lordflnp might nfe what force he pleafcd, as i 
■would fooner lofe my life than be feparated from my wife, family, -and 
fortune in fuch a cruel end unlawful manner 

Accordingly the next morning, being the 4th September 1766, En- 
hgn Peter Angcrlleen entered and furrounded my houfe with a ferjeant 
and tnelvc or fourteen fcapoys, in order to fcize my perfon, bnt on 
my perceiving the guard enter the door of the fore-part of my houfe, I, 
being then in the hall, Ihut the doors of the rooms againft them, cx- 
pefling the guard would break them open, as Cyilain Upton had before 
acquainted me his Lordftiip s intentions were But Enfign Angerftcen, 
finding I liad ftiut the inner doors of my houfe, immediately^ planted 
fix ccntmcls at the doors and windows, and gave ftriift orders^to the 
guards, rr/ Is fupr subtr sr dnnh ts it eJmtted to ms, mr 

eiy ftrfon or fsrjms to have any commumcatton -witii me My wife at 
ihii urn-, being in an adjacent room of (he houfe, was not permitted 
to come into the apartment I was in, nor even futfered to talk to me 

through 
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tlifoughthe bars of the windows. Upon my afking Enfign Angerjfteeo, 
fby what authority he adled fo imprudently and unlawfully ? he told me 
lit was by Lord Clive’s poiitive order, which he had, iigned and fealed 
by hisJLordfliip’s own hand. At my requeft, he read part of the order 
'to me, {landing at a diflance from the window, purporting, “ that he» 
^ Angerfteen, was to take a guard, and fecure the peribns of Captain 
Vernon Duffield and Enfigh Francis Robertfon, not to fuffer any 
perfon or perfons whatfoever to go in or to come out, or allow pro- 
“ vifions, liquors, or fupplies of any kind to be conveyed to them^ 
without his Locdlhip’s exprefs orders: and that he might try to get 
in'atihe windows, or by any other fineife, to Fecure their perfons.” 
When Enfign Angerheen had read ^hus much of his ^orders, he put 
.them in his pocket. I begged he w^ould read the whole to me : but he 
-refufed doing it, and went away, leaving tlie guards ftationed as be- 
fore-mentioned. Dinner being ready, my wife and fome of my fervants 
^jiproached to give me fome vidluals through the bars of the windows^ 
^upon which the centinels,pu{lied them away with great infolence, and 
.abufed.them to the higheft degree. About. this time a Jammadar, or 
black officer of feapoys, entered a room joining to -my houffi, where my 
wife and part of my' family were fitting, and with the greatefl affurance 
infifled on fitting down clofe to' her. I immediately fpoke "to him in 
.-his own language, telling him, that was my wife and family, and de- 
fied ffim to go out .of niyhoufe; upon which he abufed me beyond 
-expreinon. , , ^ 

Xn this lituation, I wrote to tlie Mayot? and Aldekmitn of Cax- 
Randolph Marriott and Hugh WatVs, Efquires 
.his Majefty’s juftices of the peace, acquainting them with my fituation, 
^nd informing them, that not being a military man, neither havino* 
-committed robbery, treafon, murder, nor any other crim^ or mifde- 
meanor, J applied to them, .as to the civil power of that^ city, iiopinff 

frnm^M the,5th September 1766, I -received a letter 

from Mr. John Holme, Regffierof the Mayor’s Court, acquainting me 

Sme court, to inform that myVair dfd noi 

•come within theix cognizance or jurifdidion:. and the fame day I re- 

•ceiyed an anhver from Mr. Watt that he -mat fah ‘ .But baLg il 

rth Seoterh ■■ Mr. Marriott, I wrote to hit again on T^&d ' 

J-was ^Rarmn^' that my condition was then fuch, -that 

-Ijwasjtarvtiig, and had not hem allonved to ^0 to the necedarv-houfe' 

I received Jett: tr A it 
®e, that he had r-eceived-my kt-' 
Jer and had -watfe^ m exJeStaUon my fervont ivmU have returned the 
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